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ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 



By G. G. Roy, M.D., 
Professor of Materia Medloa, in Bonthern Medical College, Atlanta, Ga. 



In the Medical and Surgical Reporter of Philadelphia, Pa., No- 
vember II, No. 20 current series, there appears an article giving 
a clinical report taken from the British Medical Journal, of a case 
of rheumatism treated by Dr. Alexander Ilarkin, by a plan which 
the Reporter announces: *'A new departure in the treatment of 
rheumatism and gout." 

The case in question is one of acute rheumatism, and in its re- 
port of treatment no claim is laid for its equal efficacy in gout. 
In fact, there is nothing said about the latter disease. 

The treatment proposed is simple — a blister 4x3 inches over the 
region of the heart, and relief follows vesication. 

The rationale as given is this: *'That it is now generally admit- 
ted that the exciting cause of acute rheumatism, as of pleuritis 
and pneumonia, is a chill, and that the effect is produced through 
the medium of the nervous system, and although the integument 
alone may be directly chilled, the deeply -seated internal organs 
also suffer. \ 

The immediate effect of cold upon the nerves of the surface is 
to lower their functional activity, and to increase the action of the 
nerves of the internal organs in relation with the part. Endocar 
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ditis thus becoming the first step in the development of acute 
rheumatism after exposure to cold. If it be physiologically true 
that when two parts of the same body are nervously in sympathy 
with each other, if we produce a powerful action on the nerves of 
one, we may draw vital energy from the nerves of the others; 
then it follows that, when a derivation in the form of a blister is 
applied in the nearest vicinity to the endocardial lining when in 
an inflamed state, it is but carrying into effect the principle that 
counter-irritation is the effective plan available to alter the excited 
condition of nerve-centres, and so to influence motor sensory or 
.trophic nerves/' 

Now, il am not prepared to say that endocarditis is invariably 
**the first step in the development of acute rheumatism after ex- 
posure to cold; but I think there is abundant evidence of the fact 
ithat simultaneous with or in a very short period after the devel- 
opmentof the rheumatic symptoms, auscultation will reveal great 
•disturbance ♦of the heart's action, and if this disturbance is not 
^checked. promptly, endocarditis rapidly ensues. 

My experience with blisters has been as satisfactory as that ot 
Dr. H.'s, and I have thus used them for many years; not over the 
region of the heart, but applied directly to the affected joint — 
► over the seat of pain — and as promptly as circumstances permit- 
ted me to do so. 

I. cannot now recall a case in which the relief was not prompt 
and effectual as soon a« the plaster produced a decided vesication. 

To parts that could not be covered by a single large blister in 
consequence of its uneven surface, I apply small bhsters, from the 
size of a<dimeJto that of half a dollar, until the entire painful sur- 
face is covered with vesications. 

My faith in 'fly-blisters for the rehcf of acute rheumatism was 
developed when a child, about lo years of age, from a personal 
experience and recollection ot their efficacy. 

When about this age, while at school in my native county of 
Virginia, on a warm sunny day in the month of October, L 
»t3gether with several other boys, bathed in a running stream of 
fresh water near the school-house. 

Though the sun was quite warm, the water was very cold, but 
after the manner of boys, we thought nothing of what might be 
the consequences; nor in fact did we know. A few days after 
that I had some pain in my left hip-joint, which, though it lamed 
.me, did. not prevent locomotion. A few days later, however, on 
attem.pting to rise from bed in the morning, I discovered that I 
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- could not stand on my left leg, and to put it in motion was an 

» effort so painful that only one attempt was made. 

It became necessary now — for the first time — to let my father 
(who was an experienced physician) know my condition. This 
would doubtless have been done sooner, but for the consciousness 

• of havmg done wrong, in bathing at this season of the year, which 
•I was very unwilling for him to know. 

He pronounced it acute inflammi^tory rheumatism of the hip- 
joint, which might disable me for life. From this time on I grew 
from bad to worse. Spasmodic contractions of the muscles of the 
leg and thigh of the affected side and of the hip-joint in a few 
days came on, greatly increasing the already agonizing pain, and 
terminating in rigid contraction of the muscles — producing flexion 
of the leg upon the thigh and drawing the thigh backwards and 

• outwards. In this condition I remained ,for weeks and weeks — 
unable to turn myself in bed, nor could I be handled without suf- 
fering the intensest pain. In fact, there was such extreme hyper- 
sesthesia of the entire body that the slightest noise or jar, such as 
cautiously opening a door, or tipping across the room in slippers, 
or even the stealthy walking of a cat in the room, would produce 
a nervous tremor verging upon a convulsion, which I could not 
control. 

My father, with the aid of all his professional brethren in reach, 
J am sure, exhausted the materia medica of rheumatic remedies, 
•but they did not give relief. 

After remaining in this sad plight, until the weeks had run into 
months — and I dare say the patience, as well as the matera medica 
•of my physicians had become exhausted — one gloomy, rainy, win r 
Iter Sabbath — now more than thirty-five years ago, but as fresh in 
my memory as if but yesterday — my father prepared and ap^jlied 
a large fly-blister, covering the entire left hip, and let it remain 
from about 8 a. m. until 4 p. m. 

I recollect, too, that he remarked that he would remain with me 
and watch its effects. I did uot then know the reason why, but 
do now. 

At that period there was quite a general apprehension on the 
part of physicians that a blister might induce a retrocession of the 
disease to the heart, which might prove suddenly fatal, and this is 
why he preferrad to remain and watch its effects. 
. Nor is this apprehension confined to the physician of forty 
years ago. There are many at this "advanced age" who entertain 
the same apprehension. But give 'me the blister, and let him who 
may, hold the apprehension. When the blister *vas removed 
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there was thorough vesication, but from the time it began "to 
draw" I was relieved of all pain and nervousness, and marked 
subsidence of all the acute symptoms of rheumatism, nor did they 
return. 

Many months elapsed before my distorted and rigid limb was 
restored to its natural position and usefulness, but there was no 
return of the rheumatism. A shortening of the limb of about 
one-fourth of an inch still remains. 

My conviction is that if the fly-blister had been used when the 
attack first came on, that I would have been spared the weeks and 
months of torturing pain and the existing deformity. 



TREATMENT OF IRITIS. 



Hv A. G. HoBBS, M.D., 

Professor of Ophthalmology. Extract ftx>m a clinical lectnre delivered at the Southern 

Medical College. 



The essential and master remedy in iritis is atropia. It is the 
alpha and omega — the beginning, the middle and the end. 

The prevailing fault is to use it too sparingly. Its potency when 
ihe iris is inflamed is far less than when the eye is normal. The 
reasons arc as follows: The power of endosmosis through the cor- 
nea is impaired because its tissues are surcharged with fluid and 
the tension of the globe is increased, and the swollen condition of 
the iris and the adhesions combine to oppose its effect even when 
the solution has entered the aqueous chamber. For these reasons, 
a solution of iv gr. to the oz. of atropia sulphate must be used until 
the purpose is cfllected — that of thoroughly dilating the pupil. It 
must be remembered that a solution of this strength is quite pois- 
onous, and care should be exercised in its employment. A solu- 
tion of this strength should not be entrusted to the patient, and 
when dropped into the eye by the surgeon with a dropper, the end 
of the finger should compress the Punctum at the inner canthus 
and force the superfluous drops out at the external canthus, to pre- 
vent any possibility of atropia poisoning. 

When it produces an irritation of the conjunctiva, combine with 
it boi^acic acid or n)ake an ointment of it with vaseline. If it must 
be abandoned, we have other mydriatics, such as duboisia, hyoscy- 
amus and gelscminum, that may be substituted. 

It is, above all things, important to prevent adhesions between 
the iris and capsule, and this is very much less likely to occur — in 
fact, it is almost impossible to occur — when the pupil is well dilated. 
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In the first place, when the pupil is dilated the iris is remoyed very 
much further from the capsule, making adhesions more unlikely; 
and, in the second place, the area to be filled with inflammatory 
exudation is largely Increased and the danger of occlusion of the 
pupil is correspondingly reduced. 

Besides the above objects accomplished .by the instillation of 
atropia, it is an anodyne and acts as a calmative to the pain, which 
is very severe in iritis. Atropia is to the eye what morphia is to 
the general system. 

By contracting the iris the inflammation is directly attacked: be- 
cause, the iris tissue being pressed upon, holds less blood and, of 
course, less exudation is the consequence. 

All other treatment is secondary to this, with, perhaps, the ex- 
ception of syphilitic iritis, where constitutional treatment is as im- 
portant as the local. If, gentlemen, the case of iritis you are called 
upon to treat be in a sthenic person, you can add to the above 
treatment local blood- letting, either with leeches or, more prefera- 
bly, the Henrtelup (an artificial leech). 

If there be much pain, give opium in some of its forms, and do 
not be governed by the scales in making the dose, but by the ef- 
fect. Of course, I do not mean by this that you shall not be ver>' 
careful in administering opium or morphine in maximum doses, 
but a patient sufliering from a severe iritis (especially the rheum- 
atic form) can stand large doses of opiates — indeed, they are 
necessary — but watch the effects closely where you have given a 
maximum dose of any drug. The pain in iritis is more severe at 
night; hence, opiates are called for ihen. 

The blinds should be drawn, or the shutters closed, not to darken 
the room, but to renc'er the light soft. If the photophobia be so 
severe that no light can be borne, then bandage the eyes and ex- 
clude the light entirely, but do not make absolute darkness in the 
room and thus deprive the other portions of the body and the 
attendants of all light. 

Warm applications are soothing, and this is best accomplished 
by laying over the eye a bag of hops the size of the hand, previ- 
ously dipped into hot water and the superflueus water squeezed 
out. 

You will often find that in traumatic and sthenic cases cold ap- 
plications will prove more soothing. Always consult the feelings 
of the patient with reference to this point. 

If you diagnose your case of iritis to be syphilitic, then begin 
at once on mercury and iodide of potash. It was formerly the clis- 
tom to push the mercury to ptyalyzation, but now some claim that 
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they have been successful without any mercury. I think the proper 
course lies between these two extremes. But, on the other hand^ 
contrary to the recommendation of some writers upon this sub- 
ject, 1 push iodide of potash. In one case of syphilitic condyloma, 
which occurred in my practice last month, I saved the eye, as I 
believe, with one-quarter of a pound of iodide of potash given in 
one week. In short, I made the tolerance of the stomach the only 
limit. I would not advise you, however, to give quite so much 
in the beginning, as you will find that iodism will usually be 
brought about short of this — and, again, the stomach will not 
usually bear so much. 

In rheumatic iritis, give large doses of salicylate of sodium — as 
much as forty grains every four hours. 

There is a serous form which is very chronic in its nature and 
seldom very painful. This form is very tedious to treat, and we 
have to rely upon alteratives and small doses of mercury. 



INGROWING TOE-NAIL. 



By R. C. Word, M.D., 
Professor of Physiology in Southern Medical CX>llege,Atlauta,'Oa. 



Perhaps the most annoying trouble encountered in minor sur- 
gery is the ingrowing toe-nail. Its apparent insignificance makes 
the difliculty of relieving it the more provoking. 

The operative methods which have been resorted to are numer- 
ous, but none yet devised are wholly satisfactory. 

The tearing away of a part or the whole of the nail, as usually 
practiced, is an exceedingly painful operation, and seems altogether 
out of proportion to the trivial character ol the cause of the trouble, 
and the nail, not unfrequently, returns after its removal with the 
same malgrowth and a renewal of the former suffering. 

Three months ago I devised and performed a comparatively 
painless and simple operation for an obstinate ingrowing nail, in 
the case of a lad ^f fifteen years of age, which had existed for 
two years, and upon which all the usual temporizing methods had 
been unsuccessfully tried. Having allowed ample time to test the 
result of the operation and finding it wholly satisfactory and suc- 
cessful, I here publish it for the benefit of the profession. 

It consists in removing the flesh, with a very small portion of 
the toe nail, from the aftected side, by an, incision commencing 
from a point a little above and including a portion of the root 
of the nail, as seen in the accompanying cut. 
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The letter b shows the swollen part of the 
toe and the cxhuberant granulations spring- 
ing from the ingrowing point. The letter a 
shows the line of incision entering obliquely 
at a point a little above the upper corner or an- 
gle of the nail and passing downward, as- 
seen in the dotted line, the angle of incision- 
being just above the matrix or root of the 
nail. The margin at the upper pait should have 
been represented in the cut as passing a lit- 
tle beyond the angle of incision. 

The instrument used was a very narrow bistoury (a small, short 
pen blade will answer). It should be narrow, so as to make con- 
venient to the operator the angle or turn for the downward cut, 
which is best made continuously from above downward, like the 
trimming of the side of a goose-quill pen. Let the ball of the toe 
below be made taut by grasping it between the thumb and finger 
as the incision is made, and the entire flesh on the affected side be 
cut away, including a strip from the side of the nail about two* 
lines in width, with a portion of the root above. 

In many cases, doubtless, it would be unnecessary to cut away 
any portion of the nail, could we know its exact condition, but as. 
there are cases in which the inward curvature is considerable, and! 
sometimes a hidden detached spiculum of nail penetrating the 
toe, it were better to provide against all contingencies of the kind 
and make a sure thing of the first incision. A simple dressing 
with lint and bandage suflUces to stop the bleeding. This may be 
removed four or ?i\^ days afterward by softening with tepid wa- 
ter, and the wound will heal rapidly. In the above case new skini 
completely covered the wound in about two weeks, the toe pre- 
senting a somewhat narrowed appearance, and in three months the 
nail has fully grown out, sound and natural in appearance. There 
now exists no indication or probability of any future return of the. 
trouble. 

IRRIGATION OF THE COLON. 



By Chas, W. Dulles, M.D., 
Surgical Registrar to the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. 

As we are now getting into that season when diseases of the 
intestines carry ofi' th<j greatest number of victims, I desire to call 
attention to a method of treating inflammations of the colon, 
which has never — as far as I know — been at all generally adopted 
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or even understood in this country: although it is not uncommonly 
practiced in Europe. It is not difficult or dangerous; on the con- 
trary, it is simple and easy to carry out, and it cannot possibly do 
harm. The method was called by Dr. Alois Monti, of Vienna, 
whom I saw practice it often in 1876 and 1S77, '* irrigation of the 
^large intestine." 

It is carried out in the fnllowing manner: The patient being 
placed on the side, or back, or with the belly downward, and the 
pelvis a little elevated, a large, moderately flexible catheter, if tor an 
infant or child— or a stomach tube, if for an adult — is inserted in 
the rectum. To this is attached, by a tube, a reservoir of water,* 
the heighth of which can be varied as may be required. 

The water is now allowed to flow from a height of about two 
feet until the rectum is distended; meanwhile the end of the cathe- 
ter or tube in the rectum is pressed gently but steadily upward 
toward the left iliac fossa, Very soon it will be found that the 
water has opened out the folds of the bowel and straightened the 
curves, so that the tube finds its way beyond the sigmoid flexure 
and into the descending colon. Unless the operator be ver\' un- 
skilful, it may now be pushed gently on, the flow of water contin- 
uing without interruption, until it reaches the left hypochondrium, 
when the transverse colon becomes the descending. 

The flow of water is now to be continued until the whole colon, 
all the way to the ciecum, has been gently distended; the operator 
assuring himself of this by the amount of fluid used, and by pal- 
pation and percussion. The tube is now withdrawn and the opera- 
tion is complete. 

The fluid remains in the bowel a variable length of time. Some- 
times it begins to come away in a few minutes, but it sometimes 
remains a half an hour or more. 

This method I have seen used by Monti for various inflamma- 
tory disorders of the large intestine" as well as to cause expulsion 
of worms and flatus; and I have, myself, used it a number of 
times with results calculated to give me great faith in its useful- 
ness. 

The most striking case I now recall occurred in 1878, when I 
was summoned in the night to an infant a few months old, whom 
I found screaming and struggling with the pains of acute colitis. 
I took it on my knee, had cool water and a fountain syringe 
brought, attached the silver catheter from my pocket case, oiled it 
and slipped it first into the rectum and then up to the bend of the 
colon, and allowed about a pint and a half of water to flow in at 
that point. As the water filled the bowel the child's struggles and 
cries ceased, and it actually went to sleep before I was done, and 
onlv waked when the water began to be discharged. 

Such striking results cannot be considered the rule, of course; 
but there can be no doubt that so complete a lavement must be of 
iidvantage in soothing the angry lining of the bowel and diluting 
and bringing awav both the cause and the products of irritation. 

To fill the outlines of the method a little^ I will add that in gen- 
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«ral the fluid used should be cool, not cold water. It is rarel\ 
necessary to use astringents. When they are desired, the best is 
alum, in a one or two per cent solution, with, perhaps, a few drops 
of laudanum added. The irrigations may be frequently repeated; 
and, in cases that do not get well promptly, various temperatures 
may be tried — from 70° or So° to 40° Fahr. — depending on circum- 
stances. 

The amount of fluid to be used varies with the age of the patient. 
It should always be enough to fill the entire colon. An unweaned 
infant may require more than two pints, an adult several quarts. 

No real syringe should be used if hydrostatic pressure can be 
obtained; though, if this is not to be had, I have found the syr- 
inge, carefully and slowly used, will serve very well. 

Thus far I have referred mainly to such intestinal troubles as 
are most frequent in summer. The method is, I think, invaluable 
in all inflammatory afl^ections of the colon, from diarrhoea to dys- 
•enter)*, and useful — for reasons I cannot go into now — in inflam- 
mations of the small intestine also. 

Before leaving the subject, I want to speak of another use which 
I learned by experience last winter. I was called into the coun- 
try to see a child about two years old, whom I found in convul- 
sions. The use of revulsives had been tried without efllect. I 
could get nothing in its mouth to produce vomiting or catharsis. 
The means at hand were very limited. I was batisfled from the 
history that the convulsions were due to irritating ingesta. I con- 
cluded to see if the}' were in the colon. So I took my silver ca- 
theter, attached it to a syringe, passed it through the anus, distended 
the rectum, pushed the catheter up till I could feel it through the 
.abdominal wall, just below the lift costal cartilage, and filled the 
whole colon with warm water, in which a little soap had been 
stirred. After about three minutes the water came away and 
brought a mass of undigested and indigestible stufl that was quite 
suflicient to cause the trouble. The convulsions stopped and the 
child got quite well. 

From this case, I think, a useful hint may be gathered, and I am 
sure I shall repeat my experiment the next time I have to treat a 
case of convulsions due to intestinal irritation. 

I recall attention to this method because I think it too valuable 
to be allowed to be forgotten; and I hope that it may prove a 
helpful adjunct to our other therapeutic resources against intestinal 
disorders. — Medical Xevjs. 



THREE CASES OF NASAL ALIMENTATION. 



Bv D- N. Kankin, a. M., M. D., 01 Alleghany City, Penn. 



Case i. — John McC, a-t. 2S years, of an ana?mic appearance, 
had, on Friday, Sep ember ig, 1S79, »* "^olar tooth of lower jaw 
extracted by a dentist; bleeding from the socket continued 
through Friday night, and all day Saturday. On Saturday 
evening I was sent fur to stop it. Upon examination I found the 
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bloody oozin*j^ quite copiously from numerous points. I learneciJ 
from some of his friends that the man was of a hemorrhagic dia- 
thesis; they informed me that he had ahnost bied to death under 
simihir circumstances, on two previous occasions. I apphed the* 
usual styptics, with no benefit whatever; then the actual cautery 
was applied, with no better result. I then concluded to pack the- 
cavity with lint, saturated with sol. persulphate of iron (Monsel's)' 
with beeswax over it, and a cork compress overall; the lower 
jaw was firmly bound to the upper one by a bandage over the top» 
of the head and under the chin. This plan succeeded in checking 
the hemorrhage, but to make it successful the appliance was re- 
tained several days. Now came the most trying part of the treat- 
ment: how was this mati to be nourished? The idea at once pre- 
sented itself to my mind to introduce nutritious fluids through the- 
nares. I secured a soK citrate of magnesia bottle, had the bottom* 
tiled oft", put a small glass tube through the cork (which had pre- 
viously been placed in the mouth of the bottle); to this a suf- 
ficiently small- sized gum tube, to pass through the nares easily, 
was attached; after oiling the tube I introduced it into one of the- 
nares, past the pharynx, into the oesophagus; it worked admirably. 
At the first operation, one half pint of milk and one half pint or 
beef tea were introduced; this procedure was continued three- 
times a day, for four days, until Wednesday, September 24th, 
when the cork and wax were removed, and no further hemorrhage- 
occurred. 

Case 2. — Tillie R., aet. 24 years, was admitted into the Westerm 
Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, in June, 1875, for a term of three 
years. At the time of her admission she was six months advanced 
in pregnancy. At her expected time she was delivered of a son:, 
everything progressed favorably; for eighteen months she was fed 
on the best food the prison could afford, in order that she might 
supply nourishment of good quality and sufficient quantity for the 
child. When the babe was eighteen months old, I deemed it 
proper to wean it. and irom this time she was ordered to eat the 
regular prison food. From that day the interesting part of this 
case commenced; she positively declared that unless she was sup- 
plied with the same kind of food she had been having since her 
child was born, she would take none, and said she would starve 
herself to death. This, I told her, she could not do; she defied 
me; a quart of beef tea was soon in readiness, and v.'ith the aid 
of four stout men, and with considerable difficulty, the quart of 
beef tea was introduced into her stomach by means of a stomach 
pump. Her persistency in still trying to starve was so great that 
I concluded to try some more easy, at the same time equally effica- 
cious, means of introducing nutritious fluids into her stomach; a 
gum tube, two and a half feet long and one- fourth of an inch in 
diameter, was secured, and a small tin tunnel fitted to one end of 
the tube. Everything being in readiness, she was again held by 
tour men; this time she anticipated the procedure by holding her 
lips and teeth firmly, expecting that 1 was going to introduce the 
tube of the stomach-pump, as had been done previously. But be- 
fore she .vas aware of it, the soft gum tube, well oiled, was passed 
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through one ol* the nostrils, and the greater part of a pint of milk 
was introduced through it into the stomach. It was only then 
that she found all her efforts at keeping her lips and teeth so tirmly 
closed did not baffle me in the effort I had undertaken. The same 
procedure was gone through with three times a day for three days. 
On the fourth day she concluded, as she remarked, to take her 
meals in the regular way. 

Case 3. — On the 21st of October, 1880, I was sent for to visit 
Mr. J. G.. a.*t. about 35 years, both physically and mentally a wreck. 
This being one of his attacks of mental depression, his friends 
stated that he had refused to cat or drink anything for the past two 
days, and that he had intended destroying his life by starvation, a» 
he said he was of no further use in this world. L^pon my arrival 
I found the man in a very melancholy condition, and it was with 
a great deal of difficulty that an answer to my questions could be 
obtained from him. When I interrogated him in regard to taking 
his food, he remarked that his mind was already made up upon 
that point; that nothing more should pass his mouth! All my 
appeals being of no avail, I determined the man should not die if 
it was in my power to prevent it. His friends informed me that 
this wa« not the first time he attempted to starve himself, but that 
some two years ago, when living in a Western city, he was in 
about the condition as at present, and the doctors in attendance 
upon him made an effort to use the stomach-pump, but with his 
stong teeth he crushed the gag and cut the tube through The 
same gum tube and funnel that was used in Case Xo. 2 was util- 
ized for this patient. Everything being in readiness, with four 
stout men to secure him (I presume, from the manner in which 
he held his lips and teeth, he supposed the stomach-pump was- 
going to be used again, and in this supposition I encoui^ged him) 
before he was aware of it, the gum tube had been passed through 
one of the nostrils and esophagus, and a pint of beef tea intro- 
duced into the stomach. So persi&tent was he to destroy his life 
in this manner, that this same procedure had to be repeated three 
times a day for one week, until finally he concluded to take his 
food in the usual way. It is proper to state here that positive 
directions were given the attendants in charge of the two latter 
cases, to watch them carefully for at least two hours after the 
operation, in order to prevent them inducing vomiting by titilla- 
ting the upper part of the oesophagus with the finger. — {Archives 
of Laryngology, October 1882.) — Clin. Rcc^ 



TREATMENT FOR TAPEWORM. 



From Squibb^ s Ephemeris. 
The writer has for many 3'ears past received occasional letters of 
inquiry as to what is the best drug for the expulsion of the tape- 
worm, and the inquiry is generally accompanied by the statement 
that a case Ji; under treatment which had resisted all the ordinary 
parasiticides, such as pumpkin-seed, male fern, kooso, bark of 
pomegranate root, turpentine, etc. As any one of the drugs is 
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sufficient, under any ordinary good management, to expel the 
parasite, and as the inquirers had generally succeeded in most of 
their cases with some one or other of these medicines, it has gen- 
erally been concluded that it was not a question of the choice of a 
drug in the obstinate cases, but rather one of the location of the 
attachment of the head of the worm in the intestinal canal. 

When the writer served as demonstrator of anatomy many years 
ago, he observed that there was great variation in the location of 
the head. Sometimes it would be found attached up near the duo- 
denum, and at other times down near the ilio-caecal valve, and that 
the attachment was not unfrequently in a Httle pouch, or under a 
fold of mucous membrane; and that the head was always im- 
bedded in a nidus of firm jelly-like substance, like inspissated mu- 
cus. This led to the conclusion that such cases would be very 
differently affected by treatment, and that a method quite efficient 
tor some cases would be likely to fail in others from the difference 
of location; and further, that the obstinate cases were those where 
the attachment was so low down in the canal, and so protected 
that it was difficult to get the parasiticide in contact with the head 
so as to poison it, and cause it to let go its hold. A few years later 
when in the eastern part of the Mediterranean, where -imcooked 
sausages are largely eaten, the writer and others became affected 
with tapeworm, and he had good opportunities for observation, 
and was confirmed in the belief that the location of the head had 
much to do with the resistance of all obstinate cases, and that 
when the treatment was carefully directed bv this consideration it 
was almost always successful, and that one parasiticide was about 
as good as another when well managed. Further experience at 
that time seemed to show that pumpkin-seed and oleoresin of male 
fern were the best agents to use, and that there was but little 
choice between them. A plan of treatment was adopted which 
has been since given to so many physicians and patients with such 
general success that it may be worth while to publish it. 

After a light dinner, near the middle of the day, the patient 
should take no food, but may drink freely of water. At bed -time 
a saline aperient should be taken in effective dose, and there is 
nothing better than one or two Seidlitz powders. This aperient 
should be a saline, because these cause a copious effusion of serous 
liquid from the whole mucous membrane of the canal, and this 
effusion taking place from the surface where the head of the worm 
lies protected by the dense mucus, detaches the mucus and washes 
it away, leaving the llead bare for contact with the parasiticide, 
when otherwise it would pass over it without direct contact, and, 
therefore, without effect. 

Whether this aperient at bed-time operates or not, it should be 
repeated on the followmg morning, the patient still abstaining 
from food. After the second saline has operated freely, or say at 
about ID o'clock the medicine should be given. 

Four ounces of pumpkin-seeds are well beaten in a mortar, half 
an ounce at a time, a few drops of water being added from time 
to time until they are made into a paste. The shells need not be 
rejected, as they are rather useful than hurtful. Water is then 
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gradually added to the paste with trituration, until a tolerably uni- 
form emulsion is made measuring about a pint. This may be 
flavored if desired and iced, and is to be given in three doses at 
intervals of about two hours, beginning at about ten o'clock. Dur- 
ing this time the patient should lie quietly in bed and avoid all 
causes of nausea or vomiting, and should correct these if they oc- 
cur by a little ice taken into the mouth and stomach. The stomach 
in need of food will olten digest the first dose, but a tendency to 
nausea will prevent the digest-ion of the others, and the third is 
often diDicult to take without vomiting, By careful management 
and quiet the inverted peristaltic action may be generally avoided. 
But when it occurs early ^^«nd is persistent the treatment is likely 
to fail, because the inverted action of the bowel prevents the emul- 
sion from getting far enough down to come in contact with the 
head of the worm. Commonly, however, the peristaltic action 
will not be reversed, and about the time of the third dose or a little 
later there will be an alvine evacuation. Bnt if not within an hour 
after the last dose, a half fluid ounce of castor oil should be given 
in a little ale or porter. The evacuations should be received in a 
vessel partly filled with water so that the worm can be easily ex- 
aminee! from end to end of each portion without breaking, and 
when the part is reached where the links grow smaller great care 
should be taken to find the head, for unless this be found the suc- 
cess of the treatment is by no means assured. And if the head 
be not found, detached links may be expected in the stools within 
three or four months, and the treatment will need to be repeated 
with larger preliminary fasting and greater care. 

In a second trial, or when persistent vomiting has interfered 
with the first to invalidate it, the oleoresin of male fern mny be 
substituted for the pumpkin seed. This is more easily taken than 
the large doses of emulsion, and is not so easily digested by the 
stomach, nor so liable to produce nausea, and from being an oleo- 
resin, and therefore less soluble in the liquids it meets with, it is 
more likely to reach the head of the worm in a condition suffici- 
ently con.centrated to be a poison to the head, but it is probably a 
less active poison to the head than the pumpkin-seed, and there- 
fore less active. 

The oleoresin may be given in emulsion made with sugar and 
gum aj*abic, or with glycogen, but is perhaps better given in cap- 
sules, containing about ten grains each. Two of these should be 
taken every quarter of an hour until twelve capsules have been 
taken, unless nausea occurs of sufficient severity to endanger their 
rejection. Under such circumstances eight or ten capsules may 
be I'sed as being all that can be safely given. 

The oleoresin has often, especially in cold weather and when of 
good quality, a thick granular sediment This should be carefully 
stirred in before weighing, as it is a very important part of the 
drug. 

Of course the same careful preparation of the patient is needed 
with this as with the pumpkin-seed, and neither of them should be 
expected to succeed in obstinate cf^scs without the careful prelim i- 
narv treatment. 
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[We have succeeded in several cases with a single dose of 
pulverized kooso given on an empty stomach at morning, the 
patient having abstained from supper. We regard the kooso the 
best and surest of all the remedies used for the expulsion of tape- 
worm. The drug, as found in the shops, is often without strength 
from long keeping. The pulverized article kept in tight bottles 
is reliable. — En. Ri:c. ] 

agoraphobia — a contribrtion to clinical 

medicinp:. 



By L. T. Potter, B. L., M. D., 
Clinit'ttl J^ecturer on Diseases of the Chest, Houth Side Dispensary, Chicago, IIJ. 



My attention has recently been directed to an article in The 
Popular Science Monthly, by M. Bill, whom I take to be a Paris- 
ian physician of some celebrity in psychological pathology, for he 
certainly evidences in the subject he treats, viz: "'Delusions of 
Doubt.** a mental erudition which amply justifies my conclu- 
sion. 

In the realm of psychiatry, we are constantly discovering new 
and untrodden paths for investigation which demand our most 
careful attention and thorough research. 

If, by any process of mental application, either with or without 
mechanical aid, we are enabled to discern in the labyrinth of cere- 
bral pathology any new fact, we will have been more than re- 
warded by the finding, in that we will by jusst that much have in- 
creased our own knowledge and added to the literature of psychia- 
try; an achievement worthy of our most intense emulation. 

Last winter, while reading, during my leisure evenings, "A 
Physician's Problems,'' by Chas. felam, M. D., M. R. C.P., I was 
much impressed with the chapter on **Illusions and Hallucinatians.*' 
The impression has been an enduring one, and I should do Dr. 
Elam an injustice if 1 did not add, that I consider him one of the 
most original and erudite writers with whom it has been my pleas- 
ure to enjoy an hour's literary treat after a hard day's work at the 
bedside practice. 

But let us turn to the case which prompted this little mono- 
graph. 

Last August, while taking my summer vacation, I was consulted 
in Providence, R. 1., as to my opinion upon a ca.se of peculiar and 
somewhat rare mental disease. W^as it an example of so called 
^'conscious insanity ^ 

The history of the case is as follows : 

Mrs. D., jet. forty; brunette; nervous temperament; has had but 
one child. Is unable to state just when she first noticed symptoms 
of her disease. When taken into a railway car, so intense was the 
agony of her situation after the car was in motion, it seemed as 
though she would die. Repeatedly had she attempted journeying 
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Iby rail, only to be compelled to get otT and ride by carriage the 
remaining distance. 

The sensations experienced she described to be, when the car 
was moving, as though she was being swung from a precipice. If 
her attention is attracted by some one speaking to her, the sensa- 
tion leaves her in a moment; only, however, to return again in 
another moment. She gasps one moment and laughs the next. Is 
always much worse a week before her menstrual period. 

For years she has been obliged to forego the pleasure of travel- 
ing by rail, and resort to conveyance by horse, when wishing to 
visit a point inaccessible by water. Never experiences any diffi- 
culty when traveling. by water. The sensations referred to are 
produced only when in a moving railroad car. 

She had observed that some individuals seemed capable of ex- 
erting a quieting influence over her on these occasions, while other 
persons had the opposite effect; an illustration of psychological 
control; the stronger intellect controlling the weaker. 

Loud music in church or concert hall was unbearable to her. 
She remembers as a child, when exposed to a current of air, to 
have experienced symptoms of a nervous character, which I should 
judge simulated chorea. As she approached puberty, her symp- 
toms improved; but the improvement was not of long duration. 

After the death of a favorite cousin, her nervous symptoms in- 
creased; appetite became impaired; depressed in spirits; was 
wakeful at night, and if perchance she did fall asleep, would 
awaken tired and unrefreshed. She has noticed that if interested 
in something which required close mental application, she does 
not feel the morbid sensations. 

Having consulted many physicians in Providence, and taken 
much internal medication, with no alleviation of her sufTerings, 
she at length came under the care of Dr. G., a proiuinent surgeon, 
also of Providence. He seemed much interested in her case, and 
-after having made a most careful and painstaking examination, 
concluded that some of her symptoms, if not all, were due to an 
abrasion or laceration of the mucous membrane of the os uteri. 
With this conception of the etiology of her trouble, he made local 
applications to the cervix and os, and the patient's symptoms 
steadily improved. This was about two years ago; since which 
time she has been able to sleep and eat very well. 

Still, even at the time I saw her, she \vas unable to travel with- 
out some trepidation. A bottle of valerianate of ammonia, and a 
flask well filled with brandy, were always her constant compan- 
ions when undertaking a journey by rail. 

An amusing side of the case lies in the fact that when she is 
traveling, she invariably sits with a brandy flask in the right hand, 
and a Bible in the left; presumedly the one counteracting the in- 
fluence of the other. 

The interesting question which suggests itself to every thinking 
mind, when brought in contact with a rare neurotic case like this, 
is: "What is the cause?*' Having once clearly determined that, 
the success of our subsequent treatment is assured. 

Did the last physician this lady employed find the correct solu- 
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lion ol a disease which had given rise to years of suftering, botb 
corporeal and psychological, to the patient, and bafHed the skill of 
her former medical adviser: 

I am strongly inclined to believe that the lesion of the cervix 
uteri at the os was, if not the origin, in a great measure an aggra- 
vating factor, which, until relieved, prevented a complete recov- 
ery. Does not the very fact that she improved so steadily by the 
use of local applications, with internal antispasmodics, go far to 
favor this theory? It appears to me it does, beyond any perad- 
venture or doubt. 

Just as trifling a cause has been known to give rise to a grand- 
maL All of us have known of instances where an adherent pre- 
puce has given rise to convulsions, epilepsy, etc. The constant 
initation at the periphery of a nerve filament has been recognized 
as the cause of tetanic spasm. Cases might be multiplied* as ex- 
eniplifying this theory. 

But now, if I am asked the more diflicult question, h(rj: it comes 
to pass that such apparently insignificant lesions are capable or 
producing such serious effects. I must confess my ignorance. I 
willingly refer you to some recondite neurologist, to whom the 
answer is pi obably as clear as the difterentiation between pleu- 
ritis and endocarditis is to you or me. 

There is a lesson of wide application to be learned from the 
history of a case like this. 

Can we search too carefully for the cause in any obscure dis- 
ease? There is no truer aphorism than this: "The success of the 
medical practitioner depends upon a thorough knowledge of the 
little things in the practice." It is also none the less true that the 
success is all the greater when achieved through the medium of a 
brilliant diagnosis. He who, by carefully weighing and digesting- 
the facts attainable in any given obscure case, is enabled by his 
closer mental application and acumen to discern correctly and in- 
telligently the etiology of the aforesaid complaint, and then rectify^ 
it, deserves as much, yes, more honor and praise from those of u& 
engaged in the active practice of medicine, than is, unfortunately, 
too readily bestowed upon some surgeon who has operated with* 
the knife, possibly far more skillfully, but with much less intellec- 
tual erudition. — Chicago Med. your, and Examiner. 



J^IEDICOCHIRURGICAL COLLEGE. 



Service ok F. Ll Sieure Weir, M.D., 

iporte< 
iinio. 



Clinical Professor of Dermatology. Reported by Dr. H. B. Nightingale, Chief or 

Clinic 



Acne. 
Case L The young man before you today is an Englishman by 
birth, 21 years old and unmarried. His occupation is that of a la- 
borer. About 6 years ago his face, which had previously been 
clear of any eruption, showed here and there small, red pimples, 
some of which pustulated, others again remaining stationary for a 
few days and then disappearing. From being a few in number 
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tbey gradually increased in number until he was 18 years old, at 
which time he bej^an to shave. Since then the condition now ob- 
servable has been present, new crops appearing to take the place 
of those which had run their course. His appetite has always 
been good; in fact, too good. B<ywels inclined to constipation, fie 
sleeps well; has never had gonorrhoea or syphilis. A close inspec- 
tion of the face shows this eruption to consist of small, elevatedi 
points or pimples, which are solid and have a feet not unlike the 
pustules of smallpox, vivid red in color, and causing some littlie 
sense of discomfort by the tension of the epidermis, commencing 
at or shortly after puberty, with no specific history, an evidently 
deranged digestion aijd habitual constipation. 

These give us all xhat is necessary to know about the diseasev 
Masturbation is a very frequent cause of this affection, or, if not a^ 
direct cause, largely assists in keeping up the irritation, '^ere is 
no history of such practice in this case. 

He .will be ordered 5 gr. doses of lactopeptine 3 times a day, ta 
be followed by a bitter tonic. Also the following: 

B Ext. cascara sagrada, fld i^j. 

-Sig. Gtt. X, in sweetened water, before each meal and at bed; 
time. 

This will have the effect of producing a free evacuation daily,, 
and if he will continue its use for some time his constipation will- 
yield permanently. I know of no drug which relieves habitual' 
constipation so efiectually as the cascara sograda. Locally he shall 
have a soothing ointment of oxide of zinc and cosmoline, with a^ 
few drops of carbolic acid. The local treatment is secondary, for 
upon the relief of the dyspepsia and constipation a marked change 
will be observed. He will be directed to let the beard grow,, 
thereby removing one potent cause of irritation. 

Erythema Simplex. 

Case H. A. M., 30 years, Irish, and employed as a cook in one 
of our hotels. She is constantly bending over a hot range, owing 
to her occupation, and some weeks ago noticed that the redness of 
the face, which had previously disappeared after a time, began to- 
remain longer. Presently it became so bad as not to leave at all, 
and gave rise, in addition, to burning, smarting and more or less 
itching. The r&dn^ss, as you have seen, involves pretty much the 
whole face, not. however, producing a uniform discoloration. The 
redness is in patches, which coalesce witli each other, leaving a 
ragged margin. By passing the finger over the surface the patches 
are found to be very slightly raised, and the redness disappears,, 
returning again instantly upon removing the pressure. It is a case 
of erythema simplex, or superficiijl inffammation of the skin, from 
external irritation. In the way of treatment, removal of the ex- 
citing cause is the primar}* object. In all idiopathic cases it is the 
one thing to do. If we can get the patient's co-operation in this, 
we will order her a simple oxide of zinc ointment, with possibly » 
lew drops of carbolic acid. ^ 
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Urticaria. 

Case III. H. J., i8 years. Here is a yoting lady who comes to 
us suffering from " the hives " Here, upon the. forearms, you see 
these large, red blotches, each with a pale or whitish centre, no 
regularity as to distribution, but lying close together on some parts 
•of the limb, while upon the han'ti, considerably removed from the 
others, are more patches. They are quite prominent, and give 
rise to a most exasperating sensation of burning and itching. Even 
;now you see she cannot refrain from scratching the parts. Both 
arms and hands, and the face as well as neck, are involved. Doubt- 
less the body and lower limbs share the affection in turn. There 
is never any difficulty in recognizing the disease, the wheals are so 
<:haracteristic. In no other disease do we find wheals appearing 
suddenly and, after remaining a varying time, disappearing as rap- 
idly and mysteriously as they came. It is a most common difficulty 
and ttie diagnosis is easily made out. But what csuses it is not al- 
ways so easy to ascertain. A case of urticaria or nettle rash in 
•which the exciting cause is unknown is one of the most stubborn 
and unsatisfactory of all, and the doctor to whose lot it falls is apt 
to become disgusted with the study of dermatology. The exciting 
causes of urticaria are divisible into three heads: local irritants, a 
polluted circulation and reflex irritation. Without going deeper 
into the subject, let me say that the first two causes are easily dis- 
posed of, and it now remains to be seen kcw reflex irritation is re- 
sponsible. The patient yesterday morning indulged in fish for 
breakfast, and in the course of the afternoon felt a burning and 
•smarting upon various parts of the body. It was not severe, how- 
ever, till night, when she got warm in bed, at which time it be- 
came almost unbearable. Once or twice before fish has had the 
same eflfect upon her, but not for several years. She is of a ner- 
■vous temperament, evidently, and this fact renders it all the more 
•easy for the disease to manifest itgelf. My assistant tells me that, 
just before coming into the room, there was no sign of wheals; 
yet, upon her- entrance, I was able to show you some very fine 
specimens of them. The disease is, I feel convinced, a neurosis, 
not alone in the case before us, but demonstrably so in every case. 
The divisions I gave you a few moments ago are made for the sake 
»of convenience only, and if the first two so-called heads be elim- 
inated I think that reflex action can be clearly shown to be the 
»cause of the cutaneous phenomena in every case. 

The treatment in the present case shall consist pf three compound 
^cathartic pills. Considerable constipation "is present, and as no 
•stool has been had since the eating of the fish, it will have the ef- 
feet of removing the remnants of it and clearing out the alimentary 
<canal. Locally, a lotion, as follows: 

IR Ammoniac carbonatis 5 ss 

Plumbi acetatis 3 j 

Glycerinae f 3 j 

Aquae rosse fgv. M. 

Sig. Use as a wash, several times daily. 

Without doubt our patient will obtain relief by these measures. 
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Eczema Aurium. 

Case IV. Willie S., aged two years. The child before you is 
"tbrought here on account of an eruption which made its appear- 
ance in the neighborhood of the ears about two and a half months 
ago. As you see, not only the cleft behind them, but also the au- 
ricles themselves, are involved. The inflammation, however, does 
not seem to have extended into the auditory canal to any appre- 
ciable extent. A hot, red, tense and swollen surface, with a thin, 
serous fluid constantly bathing the parts; numerous small vesicles, 
in varying stages of development; a feverish state of the body and 
constant fretting; a strumous diathesis, poor appetite and costive- 
ness, all of which are present, mark the case unmistakably as 
one of eczema. The suffix of aurium designates the seat, not that 
it differs from the same variety in any other portion of the body. 

This state of affairs has been going on for a period of two or 
three months, the symptoms becoming gradually worse until life 
has become a burden to him, young as he is. If allowed to go on 
the symptoms would probably not change noticerbly, except the 
discharge, which would become purulent. Indeed, it is so to a 
slight extent already. The only wonder is that such has not been 
the case long ere this. Being a catarrhal inflammation essentially, 
it is more apt to assert itself in an intractable form when occurring 
in lymphatic children. 

We must try to relieve the little fellow, and to this end will ad- 
vise the following to be applied to the parts two or three times 
•daily: 

B Zinci oxidi, ) aa -^ ii 

Zinci carbonatis,) ^ ^ 

Glycerinaj f S ^U 

Aqua! rosaj q. s. ad f 3 iv. M. 

Sig. Shake well before using. 

The surface is to be dried by pressing gently with a piece of 
•soft muslin. Never wipe an inflammation. 'This lotion should 
leave a fine powder upon the surface, and by the protection which 
it affords the parts the air is excluded. He shall have, also: 

B Potassae chloratis 3 j- 

Fiat, chart. No. xx. 

Sig. A powder to be dissolved in water and taken thrice daily. 

Were the patient older we could administer cod-liver oil with 
advantage, but young children do not, in my opinion, assimilate it 
so well, and, moreover, will not take it. The chlorate of potassa 
here answers an admirable purpose as an alterative, and in the 
present case will, I feel sure, fulfill all the indications of the oil. 
Some time will be required to effect a cure, but I think we may 
safely predict success in the end. The mother will be directed to 
bring him back in a week, at which time he will be shown you, 
-and any necessary changes in the treatment eflfected. 
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ABSTEAOTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Idiocy. — Dr. Davis, in a paper on the subject of idiocy (Vir~ 
ginia Medical Monthly) says: Idiocy has been classified by many- 
writers, but that of Seguin is the most simple: "The chronic affec- 
tion of a whole or a part of the central nervous masses, which is- 
characterized as profound idiocy. A partial or total affection of 
the nervous apparatus which ramifies through the tissues and pre- 
sides over the life of relation, the result of which is superficial 
idiocy^ He also describes a class of cases under the head of 
"Backward Children," in whom there seems to be a mere func- 
tional torpidity of the nervous system. 

Dr. Down, in a paper on "The Obstetrical Aspects of Idiocy,"* 
observes that, in twenty per cent, ot the cases of idiocy collected 
by him, thei'e was a history of marked disturbance of physical 
health ot the mother during piegnancy; in four per cent., a history 
of serious falls, followed by alarming uterine hemorrhage; in six 
per cent, prolonged ill health; in ten percent., persistent sickness, 
which had occasioned anxiety. He regards vomiting during ges- 
tation as an important producer of idiocy. Again, in as many as. 
thirty-two per cent, of the cases, there was, as regards the mother, 
a history of fright, intense anxiety or great emotional excitement. 

Dr. Down f has made inquiries into the causes of idiocy in two 
thousand cases, and found that in forty-five per cent, there were 
well marked neuroses in the families of one or both parents. 

Dr. Seguin says that not one in a thousand has been entirely re- 
fractory to treatment; not one in a hundred who has not been, 
made happy and healthy; more than thirty per cent have been 
taught to conform to social and moral law, and rendered capable 
of order, of good feeling, and of working like the third of a man; 
more than forty per cent, have been capable of the ordinary trans- 
actions of life under friendly control, of understanding moral and 
social abstractions, of working like two-thirds of a man; and 
twenty-five per cent, come nearer and nearer to the standard of 
manhood, till some of them will defy the scrutiny of good judges, 
when compared with ordinary young women and men. 

Goltz found, in his recent investigations, that when he removed 
a great portion of the hemisphere on one side, the animal did not 
become idiotic or demented; but if he removed portions from 
either hemisphere, the animal showed a diminution of mental 
power, with loss of tactile sensibility and awkwardness in its 
movements. Dr. Ireland,* therefore, supposes that in idiots who 
improve under instruction, where the whole cerebrum is diseased,, 
it in great part recovers its tone by being brought into healthy ex- 
ercise, and that where a part still remains sound, it is thrown inta 
more vigorous exercise than the rest, attracts a greater supply oF 

rrransactlous of the Obstetrical Society of London, Vol. XVIII. 
t British Medical Journal, Oct. II, 1873. 
* Edinburgh Review^, June, 18S2. 
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Iblood, and gains a more vigorous nutrition than the surrounding 
^arts. 

Where the deficiency is congenital, the prognosis is often better 
than where it is traceable to diseases occurring in childhood; great 
improvement in the intelligence often follows improvement in the 
general health, as in the successful treatment of strumous and 
anaemic conditions. 

Without training and education, idiots are an unproductive class; 
with it, their industrial capacity is greatly increased. The most 
2ealous efforts of earnest teachers in the ordinary schools are in- 
effectual to meet the requirements of idiots, and it is only by teach- 
ers specially skilled and qualified for the duty that these unfortu- 
nates can be benefitted, and under their care, in many cases, as- 
tonishing moral, intellectual and physical improvement can be ac- 
complished. 

Aspiration of Bladder — Enlarged Prostate — Death. — A 

man over 50 years ot age, suffering from retention of urine from 
enlarged prostate, came under observation. Difterent forms of 
prostatic catlieters, including the soft rubber, were used, but with- 
out effect. When the catheter was introduced it was firmly 
grasped by the prostatic urethra, and on withdrawal the eyes ot 
the instrument were found filled with blood. These two facts, 
viz: immobility of the catheter when introduced deeply, together 
with bleeding on withdrawal, gave rise to strong presumption of a 
false passage. It was then decided to aspirate in order to relieve 
the patient of his most urgeAt symptom. 

Potain's instrument was employed, and on withdrawal suction 
was kept up to prevent any urine from escaping from the needle 
into the cellular tissue. On the following day the catheter was 
again employed, but without success, and aspiration was again 
performed. Symptoms of peritonitis set in shortly afterwards, 
and on the following day the patient died. The autopsy showed 
a very much enlarged prostate, but no'evidences of a false passage 
were noticed. There was no sign of peritonitis around the needle 
punctures, and very slight evidences of inflammation in any part 
of the peritoneal cavity. The bladder containev.1 only a few ounces. 
There was no extravasation of urine. The case was interesting 
and painfully unpleasant and unsatisfactory in its termination. The 
autopsy unfortunately did not throw much light on it. 

Shortly after the case was seen, another one, of enlarged pros- 
tate, with retention, came under observation. Several attempts 
were made to pass the catheter, but, as in the case recorded, the 
instrument was firmly held by the prostate, and on withdrawal the 
eyes were filled with blood. A final attempt was made and con- 
siderable foixe used, when the catheter passed the obstruction, 
and the anxious patient was gratified by a copious flow of urine. 

These two cases are of more than common interest in regard to 
the treatment of retention of urine in cases of enlarged prostate, 
.and the inference is that it is better lo use a certain amount of 
force, at the risk of making a false passage, than to expose the 
patient to the dangers coincident to a distended bladder. 
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Puzzling Case of Incarcerated Hernia — Operation 

Death. 
A man, 35 years of age, was seen after he had been suffering " 
for a few days from what was supposed to be strangulated her- 
nia. The patient gave the usual history of constipation and ab- 
dominal pain. An examination showed a peculiar swelling in the 
inguinal canal, not unlike what might be expected from hydro- 
cele of the spermatic cord. It was not hard, and the finger could 
pass up the inguinal canal. It was considered best, on account of 
the urgency of the patient's condition, to operate and explore the 
canal. In doing so there was found to be a partially strangulated 
or incarcerated hernia at the left internal abdominal ring. The 
puzzling condition of the canal was due to fluid, the result of the 
hernia. The patient died shortly after the operation. 

Some of the Difficulties in Aspiration of the Chest. 

A man, aged 70 years, suffered from chronic bronchitis, and ' 
subsequently from pleurisy and emphysema on the right side. Sur- 
gical interference was not attempted till the dyspnoea became op- 
pressive. He was then aspirated, and about two quarts of foul- 
smelling pus removed. Great relief followed the oi>eration, and 
the patient was allowed to rest for a few days, when he was again 
aspirated to relieve the distress of breathing. 

On the afternoon of the same day it was decided to make a per- 
manent opening and wash out the pleura. The usual incision was 
made at the point of aspiration, but no pus obtained. Another in- 
cision was made lower down and the precaution made to carry it 
pretty far into the chest, but still not a drop of pus was found. 
On the following day a swelling appeared below the chest wall, 
on the same side, but as the patient was moribund, no 'exploration 
was attempted. Unfortunately, no autopsy was helii. 

There are some pertinent questions which readily suggest them- 
selves, such as the whereabouts of the fluid, inasmuch as only a 
limited amount was removed on the morning of the operation^ 
The facts, unsatisfactory though they be. are respectfully submit- 
ted to the readers of the Reporter, with the hope of bringing for- 
ward some suggestion. 

One thing that painfully impressed itself on my mind was, do 
not aspirate shortly before making a permanent opening ia the 
chest wall. — Med. and Surg, Rep. 

Ergot in Cancer. — Dr. Collins, in Lancet and Clinic, remarks 
of ergot as a remedy for epithelial cancer and kindred tumors: 

I will not attempt to give the therapeutic reasoning by which I 
was induced to use the ergot in the first place, but I will say in 
the first place that I found that all writers on this subject held that 
these ulcers progressed by reason of their excessive cell growth 
or hypernutrition and knowing almost if not every remedy had 
failed of the cure I could think of nothing — as an effort — more- 
suited to the indications, that of diminishing vitality, vascularity 
and capillary circulation, and at the same time as free from objec- 
tion, than ergot. 
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I tried it in the first case and the manifest result was astounding; 
to the patient, other physicians who had treated him and myselt, 
and was as incredibly unexpected as acceptable. To the incredu- 
lous I will say that the exact correctnes** ot this report is attested 
by every medical man who saw the case. 

"Case I. W. W., set. 67. Applied to me in April, 1876, for the 
treatment of an ulcer of the left side of the neck and face, involv- 
ing the parotid gland and ear; which ulcer was about four or five 
inches in diameter, extending from the meatus of the ear down- 
ward and forward along the sterno cleido mastoid muscle, the cen- 
ter being below the angle of the lower jaw, and was of an irregu- 
lar circular shape and sumounded by an elevated, indurated ancfi 
nodulated margin or roll about one inch in diameter, thus making* 
the extreme extent of the ulcer about six inches. The general! 
depth being about one inch below surface of margin, yet in the- 
center it was deeper, at which point the pulsation of the carotidi 
artery was plainly visible. The floor was covered with indurated,, 
nodurated bodies and the discharge was of a sanious nature, the 
elevated margin and the floor being quite hard. The cervical, 
post-cervical and sub-maxillary lymphatic ganglia were much in- 
volved, being indurated and tender. He was emaciated, weak,, 
had poor appetite, and colliquative sweats, and the color ot his. 
face, which in health had been very florid, was very pale and the 
exact appearance of the cancerous cachexia in advanced cases. 
The ulcer commenced in a hardened elevated tumor of the skin* 
just below the point of the ear, growing slowly, not painful at 
first; when, about two years previous, it had attained the size of 
a wulnut, the ulceration of the surface of the tumor began and 
pain also set in. The ulceration of the ulcer steadily progressed 
until it attained the si-^e described, and latterly had frequent pro- 
fuse hemorrhages, until at the time I saw him death seemed immi- 
nent from e^jhaustion of the carotid vessels. The situation and 
depth of the ulcer precluded the use of the knife or cautery, and 
all of the ph)'sicians whom he had consulted having told him that 
his death would shortly occur, at his urgent request I undertook 
to try something and my investigation led me to try ergot for the 
easons stated. 

The fresh orgot was freshly ground to an impalpable powder 
and applied three times daily to the entire face of the ulcer with 
a large soft hair-pencil, the ulcer being washed thoroughly once 
every day. The powder was used dry, allowing, all to adhere that 
would. After each application the ulcer was covered with a light 
muslin rag wet with a lotion of 

R Carbolic acid : i drachm 

Sulphurous acid 4 drachms 

Glycerine i ounce 

Aqua 2^ ounces 

M. Sig. Lotion. 

He was also put upon quinine, iron, cod-liver oil and the other 
usual adjuncts to a restorative treatment. In a short time the dis- 
charge assumed the appearance of laudable pus, the induration of 
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•the lymphatic ganglia disappeared, the elevated, stony and nonu- 
lated periphery subsided, the floor assumed a healthy aspect, and 
in twelve weeks the ulcer had entirely healed and has remained 
so up to the present time. His general health rapidly improved, 
and up to this time has been continuously good. This gentleman 
had an uncle to die of a similar ulcer and an aunt of cancer of the 
breast. All of the physicians who treated this case previous to 
myself were and are confirmed that it was epithelial cancer. 

Cask II. Mrs. E. K., aet. 40, married, no children. This case 
was sent me from an adjoining county in March, 1877; by her 
family physician, with the statement that she was suftering'from 
cancer of the left breast of about three years standing. I found 
the body of the gland entirely destroyed and its site occupied by 
an excavated ulcer about five inches in diameter and an average 
•depth of about one inch. Margin elevated, indurated and nodu- 
iliited. The ulceration was in active progression, her general svs- 
tem much depressed, loss of appetite, colliquative sweats, etc. The 
lymphatic ganglia of the left axilla were enlarged, tender and in- 
durated, in fact were so coalescent with the margin of the ulcer 
that I could discern no line of separation. The super clavicular 
,glands of the left side were extensive, indurated and enlarged. 
TJhis case began as the preceding — by a small scaly movable tumor 
of <the skin near the nipple. Her family history showed no case 
' of cancer. The treatment of this case was precisely the same as 
. case No. i, yet the recovery was not so rapid, and it was not until 
August following that the ulcer was covered by a cicatrix, and 
not until December that all induration and tenderness had disap- 
;pearfidj and up to this date it has shown no sign of recurrence. 
Her general health has also remained good. 

Case III. Andrew B., aged 70. Applied to me in October, 
1877, with an ulcer of the outer angle of the left orbit, about two 
inches in diameter, with an elevated, indurated and nodulated 
(margin. The ulcer being sunken, the floor being covered with 
ftufberculated elevations, the discharge slight and sanious, and the 
'ulcer iMiinful. It was of about twenty months standing, and com- 
rmenced with a scaly tubercle of the skin, which ulcerated about a 
year before I saw it. This case had been treated by two excel- 
.lent physicians before I saw it, both of whom pronounced it epi- 
thelial carcinoma. This case was treated by the application of 
the dry powdered ergot three times daily, washing it once daily 
and at all times keeping it free from any crust or scab. This ulcer 
healed nicely in two months, and has shown no sign of return. 

Case IV. Thomas H., aat 55. Applied to me in March, 1879, 
with what his physicians had told him was cancer of the lip of 
one year standing. I found him suflfering from a fungoid ulcer of 
the mucous margin of right side of lower lip, very painful and 
.bleeding frequently. I removed the fungous mass by scissors and 
applied*\he ergot as in the preceding cases, which soon produced 
an excavated ulcer about three-fourths of an inch in diameter, and 
amder the continued use of the ergot the ulcer filled up by granu- 
ations, leaving but a slight scar. This patient had an older 
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"brother to die from an ulcer of the lip exactly similar to his own 
^s far as it proceeded. 

Case V. M. D. B., set 75. Came under my treatment in 1875 
with an ulcer of the nose of ten years standing. He had been 
treated by a number of physicians, but with little benefit. In 1877 
I commenced applying the ergot and succeeded in arresting the 
ulcer in the locality ulcerated, yet it would ulcerate in new places 
until 1881, when it died. 

Case VI. J. G. C, aet. 45. Applied to me in March, 1880, with 
an excavated ulcer, one inch in diameter, of the right upper eye- 
lid, of eighteen months standing, which had been treated by three 
reputable physicians, all of whom pronounced it cancer. His 
mother died of scirrhus of th^ breast. The application of ergot 
w^as used, and in six weeks the ulcer was healed, and there has 
been no return. V 

Case VII. John S., aet. 65. Applied July, 1880, with carcino- 
matous ulcer of right side of cheek, near the nose, of two years 
duration. The case was very similar to case VII, the ulcer being 
somewhat larger. The ergot was used and perfect healing re- 
sulted in two months and no return to date. 

Case VIII. George D., aet. 48. Applied January, 18S2. Ulcer 
of left side of the nose, one inch in diameter, twenty months du- 
ration. Healing resulted in five weeks under same treatment. 

Case IX. Joseph H. L., aet. 70. Applied March, 1882. Ulcer 
of tip of the nose, of three years duration, one and one-half inches 
in diameter. Treatment as before and recovery in four weeks 
and no return. 

Case X. John S. W., aet 60. Applied September, 1880. Ulcer 
of left cheek, two inches in diameter, excavated with raised edges, 
of two years duration, and very painful. Treatment as before 
and recevery in four weeks, and no return. 

Subcutaneous Injection in Puerperal Convulsions. — Dr. 

R. M. Bowstead, in the British Medical Journal, reports as fol- 
lows : 

Some years ago, I published two cases of puerperal convulsions 
cured by the subcutaneous injection of morphia with tincture of 
aconite and solution of atropia; and in 1878, I cured another case 
by the same means. I think, however, the present case will prove 
tiie efficacy of the remedy still more strongly. 

I was sent for to attend L. P., aged 20, a primipara, at i a. m., 
on June 1 2th, 1882. Her legs were aioematous; her urine con- 
tained a trace of albumen. There was oidema also of the labia. 
At 11:15, *• *"•» ^^® ^^s delivered of a male child. I left soon 
afterwards, as everything appeared to be satisfactory. At 3 p. m., 
her husband called to say that his wife was suftering from severe 
headache and sickness. I sent a saline bismuth draught, which at 
once relieved her. At 4 p. m., I was hastily summoned, as she 
was reported to have a fit. On my arrival I found her in strong 
convulsions, frothing at the mouth. The fits continuing one after 
.another, I injected into her arm half a grain of morphia, two min- 
ims of Fleming's tincture of aconite, and two minims of liquor of 
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atropiie. This had the effect of slightly diminishing the fits; but 
they continued. After half an hour, I repeated the injection. The- 
fits immediately ceased, and she fell into a sound sleep. At up. 
m., I saw her again; she was sleeping, and perspiring freely. As 
she had not passed urine, I introduced a catheter and drew off a 
pint. The lochia had ceased. 

On the 13th, at 9 a. m., she had slept all the night, and was still 
inclined to sleep, but quite sensible. At 3 p. m., she was sensible, 
and asked for something to eat. Pulse 120; temperature 104°^ 
She had passed urine freely, but it was not offensive to the smelL 
The lochia had appeared slightly. At 10 p. m., pulse no; tem- 
perature 101°. She had taken freely of support, but was rather 
restless. I gave her a draught of chloral hydrate with bromide of" 
potassium. 

On the 14th she had passed a tolerable night. The lochia were 
now profuse. I gave her a minim of tincture of aconite every 
hour, which caused her to perspire freely. Her bowels were re- 
lieved by castor oil. After this she continued to improve; and oa 
the i6th, I gave her a mixture of quinine. 

On July 3d, she was convalescent, and able to sit up. The^ 
urine was natural. She is naturally delicate, having lo&t two sis- 
ters in childbirth; and the whole family arc consumptive. 

I publish this case with the hope that other medical men will 
try this treatment, and be able to write as favorably as I have done. . 
In all my cases the injection has acted like magic. I made the in- 
jection in 1868; and its effects are as good as ever. — New Orleans 
Med, yournal. 

Clinical Remarks on Boracic Acid. — For a long series or 
)'ears we have been drawing the attention of the profession to 
what we have been pleased to term a rational treatment of exter- 
nal diseases of the eye, and each year has been marked by deca- 
dence of the old astringent-caustic plan. 

We believe it was Lister who popularized boracic acid, tor a • 
long time a secret remedy in Belgiumt 

Worlomont claims more benefit from its use in external ocular 
affections than from all other remedies. It has found other strong 
advocates, among whom we may mention Panas, of Paris; Theo- 
bold, of Baltimore, and Masse, of Bordeaux. 

Probably now a large number of oculists use boracic acid more 
or less, and it is without doubt a remedy of very general applica- 
tion and of great utility. The basis of its action is without doubt 
its toxic effect on parasitic growths, and hence its value in catarr- 
hal and purulent afiections, most clearly demonstrated in purulent 
otitis media, where the most brilliant results have been shown. 

We are not aware that great stress has been laid on its use in 
blepharitis marginalis, though we know it has been used for this 
disease. The fact is, since the relation between strain on the eye 
and blepharitis marginalis has become known, and that the great 
remedy in connection of the anomaly in structure or balance of^ 
muscles, unguents have lost laigely of their importance. All the- 
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old pencillings with nitrate of silver, smearing with nasty mercu- 
rial salves have practically gone by. 

For two or three years in both private and dispensary practice, 
when we have written for anything: in this, it has been three per 
cent or four per cent of boracic acid in vaseline (15 to 20 grs. to 
the oz.), and we can vouch for its answering every purpose. 

We never treat a case of purulency now without confining the 
cleansing of the eyes to solutions of boracic acid, and for the 
milder forms in which we are unable to personally carry out the 
treatment we allow nothing else. In the severe form we apply 
once a day the yellow oxide and vaseline as used for so many 
years by myself, and perhaps in addition, a solution of eserine. 

It is quite generally known now that antiseptic precautions have 
obliterated in both hospital and private practice, the ophthalmia 
of new-born children, and as a prophylactic we must earnestly 
advise the exclusive use of boracic acid solutions, and the entire 
discarding of carbolic acid, since it is extremely annoying and 
practically demonstrated to be valueless as an antiseptic, and we 
need not say astringents should be treated in the same way. 

Boracic acid, moreover, can claim the virtue of being inert and 
painless. 

It is certainly firmly established now that a true purulent con- 
junctivitis is due to the presence of a micro-organism definitely 
fixed and known, and any treatment or remedies to be rational 
must be parasiticidal. We still adhere Tand all investigations con- 
firm the view) to our so often asserted opinion, that mercury is 
the great antiseptic, but there are conditions and circumstances 
that render other remedies better applicable. We firmly believe 
that the strikingly eflficient action of mercury in catarrhal conjunc- 
tivitis and trachoma, demonstrate the parasitic nature of these 
affections, though now we have had found for us the microbe of 
trachoma by Hubert Sattler, of Erlangen. — Dr, W, JV. Seefy, in 
Lancet ana Clinic, 

The Latest About Bacteria. — ^This time it comes from 
America. 

Dr. Formad, of Philadelphia, has made some experiments, from 
which he is led to believe that, contrary to the generally accepted 
view, bacteria are not the cause per se of disease, but are merely 
the vehicle of contagion, the means by which the poison of cer- 
tain diseases is carried from one organism to another. He has 
found the tubercle bacilli of Koch, or, at least, bodies identical 
with them, in the sputa of non-phthisical patients. 

He has taken matter infosted with the diphtheritic micrococci 
(first demonstrated by Professor Wood and himself), and has suc- 
ceeded in producing the disease in animals, while micrococci from 
the very same specimen, after a thorough washing in plain water, 
were perfectly harmless. 

He believes that bacteria exist in all nature, and that, even when 
charged with the elements of disease, they cannot produce the 
disease unless they find a resting place in some body that is, on 
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account of some unexplained conditions, a suitable pasture for the 
growth and development of the^particular disease. 

T^^is view, which seems to be a very rational one, has two im- 
portant practical bearings. 

In the first place, it teaches us very forcibly the value of water 
as a disinfectant, and in the second place, it lends much additional 
force to the idea that infectious diseases are due to chemical influ- 
ences, which theory, it demonstrated, will do much toward in- 
creasing the potency of our therapeutic resources. 

If these bacteria carry certain elements that are capable of pro- 
ducing disease, it is not unreasonable to hope that chemistry will 
step in and tell us the chemical nature of these poisons; from this 
standpoint it will be but a step to name the chemical that will 
prove the antidote, and by this process can we arrive at the most 
rational treatment of infectious diseases. Dr. Formad promises to 
have more to say on this subject, Snd we look forward to his re- 
searches with interest, for it would seem that he is on the right 
track. — Afed. and Surg. Reporter. 

Angina Pectoris — Death. — Dr. J. M. Stevenson reports a 
somewhat interesting case of angina pectoris in the Pittsburg 
Medical Journal. A man, aged 64, temperate and active, after 
being engaged in active work all morning, ate a full dinner. Im- 
mediately afterw'ards, with a cry of pain, he sank to the floor, 
struggling and insensible. Brandy and strong aromatic spirits of 
ammonia failed to elicit any evidence of their irritant properties. 
Alter using a variety of remedies, six drops of nitrite of amyl 
were poured upon a handkerchief and administered very cautiously, 
allowing an abundance of air. After a few inhalations the face 
became flushed, pulse increased in frequency and fullness, respira- 
tion became quicker, in ten minutes all struggling ceased, and in 
twenty minutes consciousness returned. Three days subsequently 
he had a similar attack which was relieved by the same means, 
but on the evening of this day he had another and, no one being 
present to administer the amyl, he died in ^\e minutes. A post 
mortem was refused. — Med. and Surg. Reporter, 

Naphthaline as an Antiseptic. — Naphthaline has recently 
found a new and important use in medicine. It has been found 
that this hydrocarbon is an excellent antiseptic, which kills fungi 
and bacteria in a short time. For surgical bandages and in conta- 
gious diseases, as far as experiments have been made, it has an- 
swered an excellent purpose, and seems well adapted to replace, 
in many cases, those antiseptics now so much used, namely, car- 
bolic and salicylic acids, and iodoform. It has one great advan- 
tage over carbolic acid, being absolutely free from poison, and can 
therefore be used in any desired quantity without causing any dis- 
turbance. It also surpasses all other antiseptics in cheapness. As 
100 kilos of pure naphthaline can be bought for 60 marks (about 
seven cents per pound), there is no doubt that it will soon find 
general use for medical purposes. — Scientific Americafi. — Cincin- 
nati Lancet and Clinic. 
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Bacteria of Syphilis. — M. M. Martineau and Hamonic 
(L^'Union Medicale) have found the bacteria of syphilis, and have 
succeeded in inoculating a pig with syphilis from the culture 
liquid. The bacteria are thus described: they are rod-shaped, of 
variable length, but not surpassing in length the diameter of a 
blood globule, formed of a clear matter, and contain no trace of a 
nucleus, envelope nor granulations. They are grouped by twos, 
or are single, or are joined end to end and two by two, but be- 
tween the conjoined bacteria there is a small, clear space, so that, 
properly speaking, they are not in contact. Some are joined so as 
to form, more or less, an open angle, and sometimes three by 
three. They offer divers movements around a central axis like a 
compass needle: some pirouette around a transverse axis; others 
around one of their extremities, which appears fixed; others have 
an undulatory or serpent-lik^ movement. Numerous other bacte- 
ria of varying sizes, forms and movements were seen. 

These bacteria, above described, were obtained by immersing 
an excised, indurated chancre in a flask containing Pasteur's cul- 
ture "fluid. The liquor lost its transparency in three hours: in six a 
small grey deposit had formed, and in twenty-four hours the bac- 
teria were found and inoculated into a young pig, in whose blood 
the next day were found analogous bacteria. A control experi- 
ment was made by inoculating a second pig with serum from an 
infecting chancre, and four days after bacteria analogous to those 
of the first experiment were found in the blood, and shortly after- 
wards papular syphilides appeared, persisted* for many days and 
finally disappeared two months after the experiment. — Canadian 
yournal of Medical Science. 

Ne^v Ansesthetics. — Dr. V. Mering, at the recent meeting of 
German Naturalists and Physicians, reported his experiments with 
two new anaesthetics; diethylacetat and dimethylacetat. The for- 
mer has a burning, pungent taste, the latter a disagreeable smell 
and taste. Both produce narcosis very rapidly in frogs and rab- 
bits. There is slowing of the heartbeat, and finally weakening of 
respiration. In inhalation they act much like chloroform. Mering 
gave the diethylacetat to some criminals and found that it acted 
very well, producing narcosis with no bad after-effects. — Ex, 

Abortive Treatment of Facial Erysipelas. — Norregard 
(Nordisk med. Arch., vol. xii.. No. 27) has several times checked 
the progress of facial erysipelas by drawing a thick ring of collo- 
dion around the affected part, not over the whole surface, as by 
others. Dr. Christie mentions a similar case, in which the swollen 
skin bulged over the ring without being able to pass the barrier. 
The ring must be strong, especially on the bearded portion of the 
face. — Arch, of Dermatol^ October^ 1882, 

According to calculations made by the Academy of Paris, there 
are at present 189,000 doctors scattered over the world. Of these 
65,000 are in the United States, 26,000 in France, 32.000 in Ger- 
many and Austria, 35,000 in Great Britain and its colonies, 11,000 
in Italy and 5,000 in Spain. — Virginia Med. Monthly, 
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Albuminuria in Phthisis. — Dr. Cailleret, in a well-written 
thesis (Paris Medical) upon this subject, arrives at the following 
conclusions: 

1. Albuminuria in the tuberculous is found in about one-sixteenth 
of the cases, according to the different statistics given. 

2. Albuminuria is always a serious complication of phthisis; it 
may be transient or permanent. 

3. Transient albuminuria in phthisis, as in all consumptive dis- 
eases, is a dyscrasic albuminuria, connected with a renal conges- 
tion; when permanent, it is dependent either on a tuberculous, 
epithelial or interstitial nephritis, or upon an amyloid degeneration 
of the kidneys. 

4. Albuminuria does not seem to influence the progress of pul- 
monary phthisis, or to hasten the evolution of tubercles. 

5. The prognosis is always grave when there is a permanent 
albuminuria, tor there can be no hope of cicatrization of the pul- 
monary lesions. 

6. Milk diet is the one which h^ given the best results, and 
which ought to be applied, together with astringents. — Si. Louis 
Med. and Surg. Jour. ^k November^ 1882. 

Small Doses. — In concluding this letter I will give you a few 
of what Prof. Smith, of Bellevue, on Materia Medica, calls his 
small doses. He distinctly wishes it understood, however, that he 
is no homeopathist. I do not recollect to have see^ them pub- 
lished elsewhere: 

Castor oil, five drops, rubbed up with sugar and given every 
two hours in intestinal irritation of children. 

Tinct. hamamelis, one drop every fifteen minutes as a sedative 
in children. 

Tinct. Pulsatilla, one drop in desmennorrhea every fifteen min- 
utes, also in orchitis and epididymitis. 

Fowler's solution, one-half drop in nausea of pregnancy and 
after a drunken debauch. 

Tartar emetic, one grain in a quart of water. Dose, one tea- 
spoonful ©very fifteen minutes in the bronchitis of children. 

Calomel, one-filtieth of a grain in syphilitic headache, without 
gummata, every fifteen minutes. Also in children with vomiting, 
accompanied with mucous discharges, one-half grain bichloride of 
mercury in a pint of water, and administered in teaspoonful doses 
every fitteen minutes; good for the same affections. 

Fl. ext. ergot, one drop every fitteen minutes in menorrhagia. — 
Extract of Letter to Medical News. 

The Development of Vaccinia from Variola. — The experi- 
ments of Dr. Voigt, Superintendent of the Vaccine Institute at 
Hamburg (Deutsche Vierteljahrsschrift fur CEflfentliche Gesund- 
heitspflege. Bd. xiv, Heft 3), have, it is claimed, finally demon- 
strated conclusively the possibility ot transmuting the most viru- 
lent variolous pus into vaccine lymph, which possesses all the 
usual characters, and which is now being used successfully for 
public vaccination in this Institute. — Clin. Rec^ 
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SOIENTinO ITEMS. 



Misers. — It is remarkable that misers generally are long lived. 
Many years ago Samuel Bailey, a farmer in the Isle of Wight, 
-subjected himself and family to incredible privations. In order to 
save feed for horses they even did the ploughing and harrowing 
themselves, and would eat the flesh of animals which had died a 
natural death. Yet he lived to be 92. — Microcosm. 

Vanadium, discovered in 1801 by Del Rio, existed up to 1867 
as one of the rarest of chemical curiosities. At that time a Rouen 
caHco printer made some experiments with it, and found it so su- 
perior to the sulphide of copper that it grew into demand. But 
vanadium was sodifiicult to obtain that even in 1S67 its compounds, 
containing hut 50 per cent, of the metal, were equal to the price 
of gold. Withm the past year, however, large quantities were 
found in France, in alkaline earths, and the supply is supposed to 
be adequate to all demands. This is a striking instance of the un- 
expected practical value often found in products originally sup- 
posed to be of interest only to theoretical chemists. — Microcosm, 

Submarine Work. — Thanks to the enterprise of an EngUsh 
firm, the submarine diver of the future is likely to have all the ad- 
vantages which Jules Verne gave to the divers in his w^onderful 
work, "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea." Our readers 
will remember that there the divers are represented by the author 
as putting on their armor in the usual fashion, and then attaching 
oxygen reservoirs at the back; going into the water free and inde- 
pendent of air-pumps and heavy-dragging air-pipes. The new 
system calls for the manufacture of oxygen, and its compression 
into tanks, which are strapped upon the armor. The carbonic acid 
of the breath is removed by means of caustic potash, and a fresh 
supply of oxygen takes the place of that used up by breathing. 
The diver is of course entirely independent of the surface, and can 
walk about as much at his ease as it is possible beneath the surface 
of the water, weighted by the usual amount of lead necessary to 
keep him submerged. — Boston your. Chemistry, 

Australian Big Trees. — A foreign exchange says: "The track- 
less forests in the west of Tasmania contain huge timber, and 
bushmen report that they have met with specimens of Eucalyptus 
measuring 200 feet from the ground to the first branch, and fully 
350 feet in all. Until 1873 there was standing on the eastern slope 
of Mount Wellington, within four miles of Hobart Town, a Eu- 
calyptus which measured 86 feet in girth and more than 300 feet 
in height, and its ruined boll still forms a grim chamber, in which 
.fliany a merry party have joined a picnic. The famous tree of the 
Huon Forest measures 70 feet in girth 6 feet from the ground, and 
is stated to be 240 feet high; but in the deep gorges of this grand 
forest the writer has ^een higher trees than this, though not of 
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quite equal circumference. Victoria, however, now claims the^ 
glory of holding the biggist of all the living 'big trees' in the worlds 
so far as height is concerned. In the Dandenong district at Fern- 
shaw has recently been discovered a specimen of Eucalyptus 
amygdalina, or almond-leaf gum, which, accurately measured, 
reached the enormous height of 380 feet before throwing out a 
single branch, and 430 feet to the top, and naving a girth of 60 • 
feet at some distance above the ground." Some idea of what ant 
elevation of 430 feet represents may be gained from the fact that 
this gum-tree, if growing by the side of the Bunker Hill Monu- 
ment, would stand almost twice as high as that lofty obelisk, which. 
is 220 feet in height. — Boston yournal Chemistry, 

Hurricanes. — Captain A. W. Jeffrey, commander of the Brit- 
ish steamship Ptolemy, who is engaged in making regular meteor- 
ological observations for his own government and the Signal Ser- 
vice of the United States, has of late been looking into the causes 
which produce West India hurricanes. He is of the opinion that 
the prime disturbing power is located far to the eastward of where 
the storm bursts on the surface of the globe and sweeps to the west- 
ward, being so dangerous to navigation and harmful to the ship-- 
ping interest. Captain Jeffrey has watched closely the action and 
movements of the upper clouds in the equatorial latitudes for years, 
and finds that the upper currents are disturbed far to the eastward 
of true hurricane development. He traces the cause to the intense 
tropical heat poured down on the African deserts, wh^^reby vacu- 
ums in the atmosphere are formed by the hot air rising; the air 
expands and Hows off literally, the equilibrium of the mass is dis- 
turbed and drifts to the westward with the currents growing in 
size and obtaining more energy until the lower currents intermin- 
gle and a hurricane is formed. TJhere has been forwarded by Cap- 
tain Jeffrey to General Hazen, Chief Signal Officer of the army, a 
communication in reference to this matter, giving the facts and 
figures in detail. — Mechanical News, 

The Moon and the Weather. — At the njeeting of the British' 
Association, Sir W. Thompson delivered an address to a large 
audience upon the tides. While explaining the theory of the 
moon's influence on the tides, he incidentally touched on the sup- 
posed influence of the moon's changes upon weather, and pointed 
out that the comparison of most careful and complete indications 
of the barometer, thermometer and anemometer, and the times of 
the new and full moon and half moon, had failed to establish any 
relation whatever between them, and had proved, on the contrary, 
that if there was any dependence of the weather on the phases oF 
the moon it was only to a degree quite imperceptible to ordinary 
observation. V/e might take it confidently not only that it was- 
not proved that there \\as a dependence of the weather' on the- 
changes of the moon, but that it was proved that there was no 
general dependence of weather on the' chahges of the moon. — 
Boston yournal Chemistry, 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULiE. 



Treatment of Malarial Fever.— Dr. W. L. Bell, in Mef ca 
and Surgical Reporter, says: - 

Having lived for years on the banks of the Mississippi river, 
where intermittent and remittent fevers are the most constant 
maladies the physician has to combat, I will give my treatment in 
the chronic forms of this disease, in connection with enlargement 
of the spleen; »and where it has been persistently adhered to for 
five or six weeks, I cannot record a single failure. 

R Sulphite quinine 3 j, 

Crys. iodine * gr. xv, 

Ipecac pulv , gr. xx. 

Triturate the iodine; add the ipecac and quinine, triturate the 
combination well; divide into forty pills. 

Sig. One pill half hour before each meal. 

I give the following prescription in connection with the above, 
to relieve the visceral obstruction and engorgment: 

R Fluid ext. mandrake ) 

Fluid ext. leptandrin V aa 3 j, 

Fluid ext stillingia :••••) 

Whisky 3 U* 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful after each meal. 

It will be necessary to check the paroxysm with an anti-periodic 
before commencing the above treatment. In veiy obstinate cases, 
where the disease is of long standing and the spleen is very much 
enlarged and indurated, an application of the comp. iodine oint- 
ment every other day will facilitate the reduction of this organ. 

Dr. Gross' Neuralgic Pills. 

R Dextro-quinia; 3 ij, 

Morphiae sulphatis grs. iij 

Strychniae sulphatis grs. ij. 

Acid arseniosi grs. iij, 

Ext. aconiti grs. xxx. 

M. et. div. id pil. No. Ix. 

Improved — Dr. Gross' Neuralgic Pill — without 
• Morphia. 

R Dextro-quiniae g ij, 

Strychniae sulphatis grs. ij. 

Acid arseniosi grs. iij, 

Ext. aconiti grs. xxx. 

M. et div. in pil. No. Ix. — Monthly Review. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^4 SoutiIern NIedical feECOnft. 

Hypodermic Use of Quinine — 

B Quinia bisulph grs. j, 

Carbol. acid gtt. v, 

Sulph. acid gtt. ii, 

Aqua pura ^ i. 

M. One hypodermic syringeful equals from 3 to 4 grs. of the 
sulphate given *' viam natura." 

During the present summer season I have been battling v^ith 
pernicious fevers in a variety of forms, both intermittent and re- 
mittent. In the intermittent it has proven most efficacious. When 
the attack is of an algidus form, hemorrhagic, or when the con- 
gestion is located in the stomach and bowels, adding one-fourth 
gr. morph. with the first administration in adults, I have been 
fully satisfied no ulcer is produced, and there is but little incon- 
venience felt, though there ma}' be some soreness for a few days 
at the point oi injection. — Miss. Valley Med. Monthly. 

Emmenagogues. — Dr. Booth, in Therapeutic Gazette, says: " In 
answer to Dr. Charles H. Miller's query, " What is wrong with 
oui emmanagogues?" permit me to say the trouble lies, judging 
from his article, in that he prescribes too empirically, not giving 
proper consideration either to agents or quantities indicated in the 
cases being treated. Understand, I do not say he is given over to 
empiricism in these cases, but that such an inference may readily 
be drawn from his article, vide the Therapeutical Gazette, Sept., 
1882, p. 334. The following will be found as reliable and safe as 
any formula we have ever known or tried: 

R Fl. ext. polygonum punc %\] 

01. sabine ) 

rM r aa 3 ss. 

01. rue J ^ 

Mix thoroughly. Sig. 3 ss three or four times a day. 

Or, when indicated, the following emulsion of savin: 

R 01. savin, ft. ext 3 j 

Spts. nitrous ether 3 iij 

Mucilage of acacia 5 j 

Water, ad 3 vj- 

M. Sig. Teaspoon ful every two hours. 

Nervine and Anti-Spasmodic— 

B Potassii bromidi gr. x 

Tinct. conii •. . . gtt. xxx 

Tinct. val. ammoniac gtt. xx* 

Aquse camph g j 

M. A favorite prescription in the Hospital of Chest Diseases, 
London. It is useful in epilepsy, dysmenorrhcea, chorea, hysteria 
and the like. — Medical Summary. 
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Boracic Acid Cotton. — 

Purified cotton wool q- s., 

Boracic acid lo parts, 

Water 90 parts. 

Dissolve the boracic acid in the water at a temperature of 60® C . 
(40® F.). Saturate the purified cotton wool with this solution, 
press it, dry it and presei-ve it in corked bottles having a very 
wide mouth. — Drug Cir, 

Salicylic Acid Cotton, — 

Purified cotton wool 100 parts, 

Salicylic acid 10 parts, 

Strong spirit 100 parts, 

Glycerine i part. 

Dissolve the salicylic acid in the alcohol, add the glycerine to 
this solution, saturate the cotton wool with the liquid. Press out 
the superfluous liquid and dry, etc., as above. — Ibid, 

Iodoform in Chronic Pulmonary Affections. — In phthisis^ 
even at an advanced period of the disease with the presence of 
cavities, iodoform has given the author excellent results. In each 
case it diminished expectoration, and exercised a favorable influ- 
ence upon the febrile manifestations. "Iodoform," he says, "dimin- 
ishes the fever and aflfects the expectoration, which it not only 
diminishes in quantity but alters in character, preventing the putre- 
faction of its albuminoid elements. I am also convinced that the 
contents of the cavities in the lung exercise a powerful influence 
upon the production of hectic fever." In recommending iodoform 
in pulmonary phthisis, the author does not assert it to be a spe- 
cific, but he claims that it arrests the march of this cruel malady and 
prolongs the life of the sufierer. 

He also holds that in cases where caseous pneumonia is com- 
mencing, iodoform administered for a time proves eflScacious in 
arresting the progress of the disease. With many individuals 
aflfected with chronic bronchitis and emphysema, it renders great 
service. 

The formula which is employed is as follows: 

Iodoform grs. iss. 

Powdered lycopodium grs. viij. 

Ext. of gentian q. s. 

Make into 10 pilules. Take 3 to 5 in the day. 

If the dose is increased, gastric disorders supervene, and it is 
better to continue the above dose for a considerable time— GAy^- 
^ow Med, Jaurn, — M^k^l Npos, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

i^ See the Eleetric Brusb advertisement— a novelty. 

Mr Hee Batlle A Co. 'a new advertisement in this Journal ; a staunch 
house and an enterprising one. 

DBS. L. P. YandeIiL and McMubty are now in charge of the Louis- 
ville Medical News, Dr. Cottell having resigned. 

Db. J. J. WooDWABD, ex-President of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, and one of tne consulting physicians in the case of ex-Presi- 
dent Garfield, is reported dangerously ill. 

Sib Thomas Watson —The death of Sir Thomas Watson ife an- 
nounced. He was an eminent physician and a fine writer. He reached 
the age of 90 years. 

Intba-Utbrine Cbyino.— Dr. Harlow reports to the Michigan 
Medical News, a case in which the fostus was heard to cry in the womb 
of the mother before delivery. We don't know so well about that. 

Palmeb's Pbaqtice op Medicike.— The New York Medical Jour- 
nal and Obstetric Review, gives a very unfavorable, and it seems to us, 
a somewhat over severe criticism upon Dr. Palmer's new work on 
practice. 

The New Yobk PosT-QBADUArE Medical School, it is said, has 
thus far met with gratifying success. The second term opened Jan. 8, 
1882, and continues until April 28th, without intermission. It is be- 
lieved that with its enlarged accommodations, improved facilities for 
instruction and increased, corpse of teachers, it will meet with still 
greater success. 

Pabke, Davis A Co.— We are pleased to acknowledge the New 
Year's greeting from Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., the membeis of that 
splendid and enterprising Drug house at Detroit, Michigan. We can- 
not match the beautiful and elegant card upon which 'The Happy 
New Year" is engraved, but we heartily return the same greeting and 
warmly reciprocate their kind and complimentary expressions for The 
Recobd. 

Scott A Bowne.— We tender our warmest acknowledgements to 
Messrs. Scott d^Bowne, of 108 and 110th Wootster street, New York, for 
the New Year's token sent us, a floral representation of an exquisitely 
beautiful Flower Basket As staunch business men, and as manufac- 
turing Chemists, they are highly esteemed by the profession, 1 heir 
emulsioQ of Cod-Liver Oil with hypophosphitea, and other preparations 
are excellent, aud are oomlng into general uee by the profeeaton every* 
where. 
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DEATH OF PROFESSOB DRAPER. 
Professor Henry Draper, of New York, died November 20th, 1882. 
He was connected with the Medical Department of the Univerrfty of 
New York. 

COLLEGE OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS, ST. LOUIS. 
This, as appears from a circular received, is not so much a College 

as an Assocation of Medical Practitioners composed- 
First Of Faculty members, limited to twelve. 
Second. Honorary members, unlimited. 
Third. Associate members, unlimited. 
The College or Association is open to the whole medical profession, 

graduates and non-graduates, and certificates of attendance will be 

given without an examination. 



GRAVE ROBBING. 

With each succeeding winter a sensation is sprang at one or more 
points m regard to body snatching. This time it comes from Philadel- 
phia and Montreal. 

Let the legislatures of the several States act wisely and pass laws 
giving to the colleges all unclaimed bodies and the bodies of any con- 
victs and criminals not claimed, and we shall have no more grave rob- 
bing. The colleges are not inclined to draw anatomical material from 
what are called respectable sources, and know how to appreciate those 
natural and tender sensibilities which exist upon this subject. The 
newspapers are to be blamed for stirring up there sensations, and nine 
cases in ten they grow out of some indiscretion by parties who, perhaps, 
have been engaged and Instructed to secure anatomical material, but to 
do so only from legitimate and proper sources. 



TAXING PHYSICIANS. 

The specific tax of $10 in the state of Georgia upon the medical prac- 
titioner has always seemed to us to be unjust. Not that the medical man 
should claim exemption A*om bearing his share of the burdens of gov- 
ernment, but that reasons exist why he should be relieved from this tax 
upon his profession. He pays upon his property and upon his income 
as do other men, and it is claimed that something should be paid upon 
his profession^ which may be said to be his capital, in order to cover 
those cases wheroln the party has no property, and yet this is not done 
upon all other professions, as, for instance, the Civil En.ineer, the 
school teacher, the architect, etc. 

But there is a stronger reason why the physician should be exempted 
from this specific tax, and that is because of the great amount of gratui- 
tous labor that he performs, the benefit of which acrues to the public. 
No other class of men do so much for the poor as the medical man. It 
is well known that the state does not now, and never did, make adequate 
provision for the indigent sick. At all times, often in the dark hours of 
nigai^ when others are asleep, and in all sorts of weather, the physician 
passes from one scene of distress to another, injuring his health and 
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risking life in behalf of the bick, who; in a great many instances, are 
unable tooompensate him either for his laborer the medicines which he 
furnishes. To this he is impelled both by public sentiment and by the 
dictates of humanity. To say, as is often done, that he has voluntarily 
chosen a profession to which such duties are incident, furnishes no rea- 
son for that demand of public sentiment which exacts it of him, and is 
in itself a contemptible argument. Certainly there exists in it no 
proper ground for increasing his burdens by a specific tax. There is 
also another imposition to which the medical man is subject, which of 
itself furnishes a strong reason why he bhouldbe relieved of the specific 
tax, and that is, that he is compelled to give expert testimony before 
the courts without compensation. 

Efforts have been vainly made in pafet years to secure the repeal of 
these unjust exactions. Yet we think the profeeeion should not abandon 
their efforts in these matters, but that they should combine their influence 
against them throughout the state, and persevere until we are re- 
lieved. . W. 

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF TEJ^NESSEE-TRANSACTIONS. 
Transactions of the forty-ninth annual meeting of the Medical So- 
ciety of the State of Tennessee, held at Memphis, May 9th 1882. 

The following interesting papers are to be found in the Transactions, 
a neat publication of 166 octavo pages: 

Address by the President, G. B. Thornton, M.D. 

The Progress of State Medicine in Tennessee, by W, M. Clark, M.D. 

Antisepsis, by Henry Ess, M.D. 

Urethral Strictures, by W. F. Glenn, M.D. 

The Principals Involved in the Management of Abortion, by Alex. 
Erskine, M.D. 

Observations of the Five Yellow Fever Epidemics, occurring in the * 
City of Memphis, Tenn., by D. D. Saunders, M.D. 

Hypodermic Administration of Morphia in Convulsions of Children. 
byThad. Donohue, M.D. 

The Practical Bearings of Iridectomy, by A. G. Sinclair, M.D. 

Psycological Medication, by G. A. Baxter, M.D. 

Medical Education, by J. W. Davis, M.D. 

A New Urethratome, by R. B. Nail, M D. ^ 

Typho-Malarial Fever, by T. K. Powell, M.D. 

Reflex Troubles, the result of Rectal Irritation, and their Treatment, 
by W. F. Clary, M.D. 

Epidemic Dysentery—as it manifested itself in Trenton, Tenn., and a 
portion of Gibson county, Tennessee, in the fall of 1880 ; its history and 
Etiology, by T. J. Happel, M.D. 

Ihe Prevention of the Puerperal Diseases, by Rich*d B. Maury, M.D. 

Placenta Previa, by A. Jones, M.D. 

Officebs Elect fob 1883. 
iVefiidcn^.— W. F. Glenn, M.D., Nashville. 
Fice-iye«id6n<«— For Middle Tepppssfc; W.F. Clary, M.D., Uuioj^- 
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VDle. For West Tennessee : E. Miles WiUett, M.D , Memphis. For 
East Tennessee: G, A. Baxter, M.D., Chattanooga. 

Secretary.'-Q. C. Flte, M.D., Shelbyville. 

Treasurer,—'^ Cheatham, M.D., Nashville. 



THE NEW YEAR AND THE PHYSICIAN 
As we go to press the New Year is already more than two weeks 
advanced, How rapid is the flight of time, and how swiftly moving 
seems the panorama of events as we look back upon our past lives! 
Many of the cares and responsibilities through which, as medical men, 
we have passed, seem not so great, perhaps, now that they are over; yet 
none but the physician knows how trying and arduous is the life which 
he leads. The emergencies of practice: its hardships, grave responsibil- 
ities, the scenes of agony and of grief and i he wails of bereaved friends, 
who trusted to his skill and vainly appealed to him for relief and for life 
itself— these are the trials which, to the humane and conscientious phy- 
sician, impart that sulxlued look, premature decline and melancholy 
aspect su often seen in the practitioner. This is the dark side of the pic- 
ture. The true, honest and progressive practitioner has always the con- 
sciousness of having performed his duty well, and that, though he has 
often failed to save life where the best human skill was impotent, yet he 
has cured, or assisted nature in tlie cure of many coses, while others— 
not curable — have been relieved, the anguish of friends appeased and the 
dying pillows of those whom the Father had called up higher have been 
made soft and easy. 

This we say of the true, honest and progressive physician— progres- 
sive because it is the conscientious duty of every practitioner to study 
his profession well, to read the Journals and to keep pace with all the 
advances in the science, that he may l)e able to do the best thing for his 
patient that is known to the profession in his day. 

liCt, then, our brethren take courage, and if they have not heretofore 
acted upon these principles, let them form new and good resolves for tbe 
present year. And may brotlierly love and a progressive spirit prevail 
throughout our ranks, and may peace, success and prosperity attend and 
crown the efforts of the readers of the Kecobd in 18S3. w. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

The Phabmacop(BA op the United States op America— Sixth 
Decennial Revision, by Authority of the National Convention for 
Revising the I- harmacopoea, held at Washington, A. D. 1880. New- 
York: Wm. Wood A Co. McGarity A Laird, Agents, Atlan'a, Ga. 

This l3ng expected work is now before the profession. Though de- 
signed specially for the Pharmacist, it is yet highly interesting and useful 
to the medical man. Certain new and progressive features will be ob- 
served in the work. The abstracts constitute a new and separate class 
of preparations. They may be termed **powderGd extracts." Elixers 
are not recognized. The alkaloids are made to terminate in ina, as 
quina, morphina, etc. Temperature is expressed both in Fahrenheit 
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and contegrude scale. Both the mitric and common measures are used* 
We regret to notice that the doses are not given. 

The work contains 488 octavo pages, and is sold in muslin at $4.00 ; 
in leather at $6.00 

RECEIPTED. 

1881— Drs. J L Sllman, R W Lovett. 

1882-Dre. P P Tenj, H T Shlell, C F Rogers. J W Hill, GAM Cook, J 9 Miller, 
EH Wright, JWRlcfeman, C W Bowling, P A Welhlte, GRDozler, CSPrusUy. 
W W Calpepper, J A Gordon, J M StaDsilf, J R McQtieen, J P Blanks, P 8 Ander- 
son, A B Loving, WH Wilson, WB Maxwell, JHMcCaleb, W E Walker, JW 
Talley, T L H a>ok, H S Bmoe, J M Lewis, R D Jackson, L T Boatright, A R 
Brewington, J H Green, A H Sellers, A Atkinson, J W Hoff, J Hysel. F Coartney, 
WB King, C H.Jones. 

1883— Drs. J A Ardry, J H Wysong, J B Payne, T P Olllver, Lock wood Alison, 
Lib. Surg. Gen'l; AJSewell, Nathan King. Geo W Clower, R L Hinton, John 
Geidine, R H Edwards, R E Toombs, J W Baker, S M Logan, E A Anderson, W J 
Oglesby, W T Beall, J T Cleveland. 



SPECIAL ilSrOTIQES. 

PARKE, DA¥IS A CO.— This magnincent Drug establish roent. located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, bv unremitting perseverance and faithfulness in all their business 
interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and important 
Drun. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

WAI. R. WARMER A CO.— This splendid Drug establishment continues to 
maintain the confidence and support of the Medical Profession everywhere. Their 
preparations are specially commended for their purity and neatness, and for the care 



with which they are manufactured. Their beautiftil Parvules are becoming more 
and more popular, and are certainly a great convenience to the practitioner. The 
house holds a deservedly high reputation throughout the whole country. 

FARMERS and others desiring a genteel, lucrative agency business, by which 
$5 to $20 a day can be earned, send address at once, on postal, to H. C. WILKINSON 
« CO., 196 and 1U7 Fulton street, New York. 

AONOS nnd BAY^I^ADA.— No more pleasing melodies can be found in any 
collection of masic, than in ^'Popular Songs and Ballads," Just issued Irom the press 
of the PATTEN PUBLISHING CO , New York. Some of the melodies have already 
made the fortunes of more than one Minstrel and Jubilee Troupe, and others are the 
favorites of our most popular Concert Singers. Of the 100 melodies which this book 
contains that are now having their run in Conccri and parlor, we mention : *-8weet 
Days Gone By," "Why did the Angels Take Mamma Away?" "Let my Name be 
Kindly Spoken." "Ring a dem Charmin' Bells," "Over the Garden Wall," E*c., Etc. 
Addre« the Publisher, 49 Barclay Street, New York, with the price, 25 cts , it you 
want this charming collection of music. 

Tbe Faradle BroMli Bnitery— Is a bona-flde battery, differing essentially 
fh>m the ordinary brushes, belts, eto., that have been thrown upon the market. 
Physicians will find that an electric current is developed calculated to make an im- 
pression upon the skin, and to produce valuable thernpeutlc effects. See the adver- 
tisement In another part of thlk Journal. 

Celerina— Dr. W. T. Leaohman, of Louisville. Kentucky, says: I have used 
CsiiERiNA In the treatment of nervous diseases with the most gratifying lesults, 
and in a few cases of Opium habit I am thoroughly satisfied with its remedial 
effects in this particular affliction. 

I4ISTERIHE.— Now that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic 
acid under ban, and recommended eucalyptus as an efficient substitute for It, we 
would advise physicians to give IjISTERISB a trial. Eucalyptus isvone of its con- 
stituents; and the preparation, being a perfect solution, is presented in a form 
most.oonvenient tor general u8e.~Zoui9vi2£e Medical New9, June 25lh, 1881. 

More of EM«10TT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary 1st. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. 8. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard ariicle. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER, TUB Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

Pinna ranRdcnslB.- Dear Sir— Your Kennedy's Pinus Canadensis has an- 
swered an admirable purpose in two cases of catarrh of the bowels, and I want more 
immediately, and now ask that you send me half-dozen bottles by first express. 

W. N. CLINE, M. D. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES, 



CLINICAL REMARKS ON DYSPEPSIA. 



By R. C. Word, M.D., 

Professor oi Physiology in theSoathern Medical College,. Atlanta, .Ua.. 



Gentlemen: The word dyspepsia is from the Greek dus^ diffi- 
culty, and pepto, to concoct or digest. The word indigestion ha.s- 
the same signification. It presents itself to the practitioner in nu- 
merous phases. To understand, or to distinguish the varied forms 
of the affection, so as to apply the proper treatment, requires a 
thorough knowledge of the physiological processes involved in 
healthful, or normal, digestion. Unfortunately, many medical 
practitioners give no attention to the scientific aspects of the sub- 
ject, and use the same, treatment indiscriminately for every phase- 
of the disease. The result is, of course, failure in a large majority 
of cases. 

When consulted in a case of indigestion, the practitioner should* 
carefully investigate the symptoms, in order to determine the par- 
ticular link, or links, in the complicated chain of the digestive ap- 
paratus which is at fault, and direct his treatment to the special; 
points of trouble. 

We can not here enter into detail as to the minute chemical and' 
physiological changes which are wrought upon alimentary sub- 
stances in the normal processes of digestion, but will briefly glanca- 
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at the leading and more essential features. And first, it should 
be borne in mind that the food must be thoroughly masticated and 
mixed with saliva, by which it is rendered alkaline and the starchy 
portions of the food converted into sugar, by which it is made 
soluble: the organic ferment of the saliva, known as ptyalin, is the 
principal agent in this process. 

Next, the contents of the stomach are made acid by the gastric 
juice, the ferment of which, /^/.y/«, dissolves the connective tissue 
of meat foods, converting proteids into peptones, and turning loose 
the fats. A pulpy mass called chyme is formed, made up of liquid 
fats, peptones and remains of starch unconverted. These pass into 
the duodenum for further action. Here the bile, the intestinal 
juices and the pancreatic juices are poured in upon the mixture. 
The mass is changed from an acid into an alkaline state: the fats 
are emulsified and made soluble by the bile and pancreatic juice, 
the latter serving, also, to change any undissolved portions of 
starch into sugar. The peptones are taken up by the portal vein, 
and the emulsified fats by the lacteals. Peptones formed in the 
stomach are absorbed by the capillary blood-vessels and villi, and, 
through the portal vein, find their way to the liver. In the liver 
they are converted into glycogen, urea and kreatin, or, may be, re- 
converted into albumen for purposes of nutrition. The dextrine, 
or sugar, produced in the stomach from starch by the action of the 
saliva, and that formed in the duodenum by the action of the pan- 
creatic juice, also enter the portal vein, and thus reach the liver^ 
where it is changed, or fitted for entrance into the general circula- 
tion through the hepatic vein, and is oxidized in the lungs, pro- 
ducing animal heat. 

Any excess of albuminoids and sugars not appropriated are thrown 
oflT through the kidneys and skin as urea, lithic acid, etc. It is 
essential to the proper action of these processes that the peristalsis 
of the entire alimentary canal should be in vigorous, uninterrupted 
action, so that the movements of the stom'ach may be complete, 
the necessary downward movement of alimentary substances be 
uniform, and that excrementitious matters be discharged by defe- 
cation regularly and daily performed. 

From this brief reference to the several stages of the process of 
digestion, it is evident that dyspepsia may result from the imper- 
fect performance ot any one of the series of the several functions 
named, or that two or more of the separate stages in the process 
might conjoin as causes of the trouble, and that the degree of suf- 
fering and the phases of disorder presented would vary accordingly. 
Hence, the forms of indigestion which the physician is called upon 
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Uo treat are exceedingly numerous, and when considered in con- 
nection with idiosyncracies, peculiar temperaments and Ihe reflex 
influences which radiate from and upon the stomach, they may be 
said to embrace a large proportion of the ills that flesh is heir to. 
We have said that starch is converted into sugar, or dextrine, 
through the agency of a ferment contained in the saliva. Chemi- 
<:ally speaking, it is made soluble by hydration, a molecule of wa- 
ter being added to it. For the solution of starch, as we have it in 
potatoes, flour, corn, tapioca, etc., thorough mastication and insali- 
vation is necessary. Mastication serves to break down and disin- 
tegrate the particles of food. The grinding of grain before cook- 
ing facilitates the mastication, and is important. So the cooking 
breaks down the starchy particles and gives better access to the 
salivary secretion, To. this part of the process, good teeth and 
-slow chewing are important. In some cases of indigestion, it may 
be well to inquire as to whether the saliva is sufficiently abundant 
and of normal quality. This is a point which, so far as we know, 
has not been mentioned in the treatment as given by the authori- 
ties. The normal salivary secretion is alkaline; and yet, in some 
instances, it has been found to give an acid reaction: in which 
•<:ase we might expect to find the starchy portions of the food un- 
digested, giving rise to acid eructations, the evolution of gases, 
flatulence, distension of the stomach, etc. Like symptoms would 
result if there was a deficiency of the quantity of saliva, whether 
^caused by insuflficient secretion, by imperfect mastication, or by 
hurried eating. For immediate relief in such conditions, alkalies 
are used. From a half to a teaspoonful of the bicarbonate of soda. 
•or a teaspoonful of calcined magnesia, will almost invariably give 
present relief, but to prevent its recurrence the patient must be in- 
structed to eat slowly and chew well. As a remedy to improve 
the salivary secretion, the bitter tonics, with alkalies, should be 
used. 

B Compound tine, gentian ) ^ . ^ 

Syr. rhubarb aromat j ' ^ 

Bi carb. soda 5 ss 

M. Tablespoonful before meals. 

Fast eating is one of the evils of the present age, and particu- 
larly so with the American people, whose habits of running to and 
fro upon railroads, in the constant rush of business, gives but little 
time to eat; and the mental care and worry of life, by interfering 
-with the proper force and distribution of nervous influence, im- 
pairs the secretions and interferes with the digestive processes. 
*The want of sleep, also, and the irregularity as to time of eating, 
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are among the causes which are fast making us a nation of dys- 
peptics. Mental influence of a depresi>ing character, or too close 
application to study, tends to impair digestion by drawing oft" 
nerve force from the stomach, and by deranging the salivary and 
gastric secretions. Who has not observed in himself the power 
of a sudden mental shock in destroN'ing the appetite? Bad news 
received while at a meal, or the occurrence of violent anger, will 
almost invariably arrest the secretion of gastric juice, and has been 
often known to develop a violent attack of flatulent colic. 

Where insalivation is at fault, from whatever cause, the diges- 
tion is impaired by the non-conversion of starch into soluble su- 
gar, as we have said. Slow eating and thorough mastication, the 
use of but little water while eating, with cheerful surroundings, are 
the means lecommended to relieve indigestion from this cause. 
Maltine and malt extracts containing diastase — which, like ptyalin, 
has the property of converting starch into dextrine and into maltose 
— may be administered with good results in these cases, especially 
in the cases of children in whom the salivary secretion is often 
imperfect or deflcient. 

Any suppression or checking of the secretion of tht gastric 
juice must derange digestion by interfering with the conversion of 
albuminoids into peptones. As a result, fermentative and putrefac- 
tive action will take place, attended with a labored, slow, and often 
painful action of the stomach. Chyme is imperfectly formed, and 
undissolved portions of food finding their way into the pyloric 
orifice give rise to pain and sometimes to cramp colic, or, being 
hurried through the small intestine, may cause diarrhoea or cholera 
morbus. 

There may be excessive, or hypersecretion of gastric juice, in 
which case we have a burning sensation somewhat more intense 
than the ordinary heartburn resulting from the excessive acidity of 
the secretions of the stomach. Where the gastric juice is exces- 
sive, there is not so much flatulence, but more pain. In some in- 
stances the gastric secretion is thrown into the empty stomach, 
producing pain and a burning sensation which may he relieved 
by food. If not so relieved, or by a lull dose of soda or other al- 
kali, vomiting will result, and an intensely sour fluid, containing 
hydrochloric acid, will be ejected, excoriating the throat and put- 
ting, as we say, the teeth "on edge." In cases of excessive secre- 
tion, let food be taken often and regularly and alkalies administered, 
and let the bowels be kept open. 

In cases where the gastric juice is deficient, there is a degree of 
flatulence, fetid gases are generated and the eructations indicate 
the presence of sulphuretted hydrogen. 
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For this latter condition the acid phosphates have been pre- 

-scribed with benefit, or the nitro-muriatic acid may be given. The- 
oretically, pepsin, ingluven, pancreopcpsin and lactopeptin, with 
antiferments and antiseptics are indicated. 

In cases where heartburn results from simple acid fermentation, 
it does not, as a rule, come on so soon after eating as in the case of 
hypersecretion. There is more gas and flatulence, not so much 
pain, though there may be fulness and oppression, and sometimes 
globus hystericus, palpitation of the heart and oppression of 
spirits. Vomiting rarely occurs, though eructations of acid and 
belching up of the food frequently take place. 

Too much sugar in the stomach may result from eating too 
much of the starchy class of food, the function of insahvation 
being well performed, or from an excessive use of syrups and 
sweets. The result is acid fermentation, headache, vertigo and 

• often diarrhea. 

An excess of peptones, resulting from the digestion of an ex- 
cess of albuminoids, meats, etc., is a frequent source of trouble in 
the liver, as here these peptones are converted into glycogen and 
urea, and any excess of urea in the blood must lead to neuralgic 
and gouty troubles; especially if the skin and kidneys are impaired 
in action, as it is through these emunctories that the economy seeks 
to relieve itself ot these poisons. In cases wherein the Hver is 

•thus burdened, there is a tendency to congestion of the organ, and 
to that bilious or disordered state of the alimentary canal which 
leads to nervous anvl sick headache, migraine, etc. During a sur- 
charge of this kind the secretion of bile is interrupted or impaired, 
or the organ may throw off an acrid, vitiated bile, which, by reason 

•of a loaded or conjested state of the duodenum, may regurgitate 
into the stomach, giving rise to nausea, retching and vomiting, and 
to all those distressing symptoms which are so often met with in 
fashionable society from over-eating. Here, after Nature has pre- 
pared the way by emptying the stomach and duodenum, relief 
from the headache may be obtained by morphine hypodermically 
administered and keeping the patient quiet and without anything 
upon the stomach for a day or two. In most cases it is well to 
give a grain of saccharated calomel or a small blue pill at the time 
of using the hypodermic injection, which, acting next day, leaves 
the liver in a condition more favorable to the recovery of the pa- 
tient. 

In the milder cases of this kind, and in ordinary nervous head- 
ache, where the nausea does not prevent the use of remedies by 

■the stomach, the following prescription I have found very useful: 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 Southern Medical Record. 

R Bromide of ammonium 3 iij 

Deodorized tine, opium 3 i jss 

Camphor water 5 i j 

M. Dose, one teaspoon ful every two hours until relieved. 

The functions of the duodenum are highly important in the pro- 
cess of digestion. Chyle is here first formed and extracted from^ 
chyme: here the bile and pancreatic juices accomplish their work^ 
fats are emulsified and the remnants of starch unconverted in the 
stomach are changed into soluble dextrine. 

The pancreatic juice and the bile, one or both, may be deficient 
in quantity and perverted in quality. To facilitate the efiicient 
performance of their functions, the remedies mostly relied upon 
are those that act upon the duodenum. Of these, blue pill or cal- 
omel alone, or combined with small doses of ipecac or colocynth, 
will be found useful. The mercurials seem to exert a specific ac- 
tion on the liver, as, indeed, upon the glandular system generally. 

Ipecac in small doses, alone or combined with other agents,, 
acts favorably upon the duodenum and upon a torpid or congested 
liver. 

Ipecac, grs. i, with calomel, grs. :|^, taken a few times as prelim- 
inary to the use of tonics, will usually prove beneficial. 

R Com. ext. colocynth | 

Blue pill >• ^'* ^^^- ^ 

Ipecac grs. ^ 

M. One pill as a bilious cathartic. Useful, also, in duodenal 
congestion. 

R Blue pill grs. Ix 

Podophyllin grs. viij 

M. Pills No. xxxiijone to be taken occassioually: useful in tor- 
por of the liver and duodenum. 

The drugs just mentioned, as also senna, cuony mus and podophyl- 
lin, act upon the duodenum in such manner as to increase its per- 
istalsis, stimulate its secretions, relieve hyperaemic or conjested 
conditions of the part, and open and free the pancreatic and bile 
ducts to an easy and ready discharge of their contents. That cal- 
omel has this effect upon the duodenum is abundantly confirmed 
by experience. 

The points we have referred to embrace the leading or more 
prominent functions connected with digestion, and should be care- 
fully studied as landmarks for guidance. Upon careful investiga- 
tion every case of indigestion you may be called to treat will be 
found to involve one or more of the elements to which I have re- 
ferred. In the matter of treatment we have only glanced at the: 
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general principles, and must leave you to judge of each individual 
case as it presents itself, directing your treatment accordingly. 

To one other point I again recur, and that is imperfect or irreg- 
ular peristalsis. Herein is included constipation, which is a fre- 
quept trouble, and is, indeed, the sole cause of many cases of in- 
digestion, especially frequent in persons of studious and sedentary 
habits. Nux vomica^ having the property of stimulating peristal- 
sis, is a remedy of great utility in the treatment of dyspeptic cases. 
It is indicated in every case attended with deficient peristaltic ac- 
tion, or constipation in any degree. In dyspepsia from simple 
atony of the stomach, this remedy is indicated, and in every phase 
of the disease attended with torpor of the bowels it should be pre- 
scribed. In such cases the breath is bad and the tongue is covered 
with a white fur and 'presents a somewhat large and flabby ap- 
pearance. 

Here the nux may be used. The formula containing this 
article may be varied or combined to suit the special condi- 
tions of the casf . 

R Ext. nux vomica grs. \ 

Aloes soc grs. ij 

At bed time as a laxative. 

This is especially adapted to torpor of the colon or rectum. 

R Aloes soc grs. xl 

Ext. Hyoscyami grs. xx 

Ext. nux vomica grs. v 

Ipecac grs. v 

M. Make pills No. xx. Take one at bed time. Anodyne at 
night, laxative at morning. 

In debilitated subjects, especially in those of an anaemic ten- 
dency, this remedy, as found in the elixir phosphate of iron, 
quinine and strychnia, will, in most instances, give good results 
in toning up the system, improving the blood and encour- 
aging regular action ot the bowels. The same in pill form is often 
more efficient in action and acceptable to the patient. 

R Pyrophosphate of iron \ 

Sulph. quinine f ^^ 

Strychnia grs. i 

Ext. quassia q. s. 

M. Make pills No. Ix. S. Take one before each meal. 

The following is excellent: 

R Assafoetida '. grs. xI 

Ext. nux vomica grs. x 

Iron by hydrogen grs. xL 

Ext. quassia q. s. 

^f. Make pills No. xl. Take one three times a day. 
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Tonic, nervine, laxative; useful in nervous dyspepsia, attended 
Avith flatulence and constipation, and especially adapted to anxmic 
.and hysterical females. 

Podophyllin in minute doses, as an alterative and peristaltic per- 
suader, I have found a useful agent in torpid liver, and as a remedy 
for constipation,not only in dyspepsia,but in all aftections where con- 
stipation requires to be corrected. The one- twentieth or the one-for- 
tieth of a grain repeated at intervals of four to six hours will be found 
-an efficient alterative in such cases. I have been accustomed to use 
for this purpose the parvules of Wm. R. Warner & Co., containing 
each the one- fortieth of a grain of podophyllin. One or two of 
the parvules, taken three times a day, will, in many cases, relieve 
constipation and cause a regular and easy evacuation of the bowels 
daily, at the same time exerting a beneficial influence upon the 
liver and the alimentary secretions. In cases somewhat obstinate, 
demanding stronger action, one or two of his aloin parvules, 
taken with the podophyllin, will suffice to give a rpild evacuation. 
When a safe and efficient purgative is demanded, three to 'asii of 
the aloin parvules may be given. 

Our experience in the use of Warner's parvules has been very 
satisfactory. They are evidently prepared with great care and 
precision, and of the best materials. Their small size and minute- 
ness of division enables the practitioner to grade the dose to any 
desired quantity. For convenience of administration and for neat- 
ness and beauty of appearance, even the homeopathist is fully 
rivaled. 

Touching the diet of dyspeptics, I will not attempt any specific 
rules. The general principles which I have given will, in a meas- 
ure, furnish a guide to' the practitioner. 

If insalivalion is at fault, be careful as to the use of starchy arti- 
cles of food. If the gastric juice is deficient, be careful in the use 
of meats and albuminoids. In general, a spare diet at long inter- 
vals, moderate exercise in the open air in an agreeable occupation, 
or traveling, tent life and a pleasing diversion of mind will bene- 
fit the dyspeptic, and will be sufficient, in many instances, to elfect 
a cure. ^ 

There is a true and a false medicine. The true consists in 
knowing how much we know; the false in pretending that all the 
arcana of disease and Nature is open to us. The true is noble and 
honest; the false is ignoble and dishonest. — Thomas F. Dolan^ F. 
R. C. 5., in Med. Press. 
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A CASE OF DIFFICULT LABOR. 



By a. W. Reese, M. D. 



On Saturday, October 16, 187 1, I was hastily summoned, at ten 
r)'clock p. m., to the bedside of Mrs. L., of this place. On my ar- 
rival I found present in the sick woman's room Dr. H. the attend- 
ing physician. Dr. W. C, called m consultation first, and Dr. S. 
P., added to the council previous to my arrival at the house. I 
xliscovered it to be an unusual case of labor Dr. H., informed me 
that he had been called to the patient the preceding night (15th) ; 
Ihatshe had been in labor since two o'clock that morning; that 
she had just passed through two severe and alarming convulsions, 
and finally, that the medical gentlemen present all differed in re- 
•gard to the presentation. Dr. H. gave it as his opinion that it was 
a presentation of the breech; Dr. W. C. thought it was the abdo- 
men, and Dr. S. P. was sure that it was the shoulder of the fetus 
that presented itself to the touch. 

Such then, in brief, was the history of the case, together with 
the differing views of the respectable medical men with whom I 
?had been called to consult. The patient was profoundly under the 
Influence of chloroform when I entered the room, Dr. H., the at- 
Jtending physician, administering the drug. 

On concluding a statement of the above brief outlines of the 
•case. Dr. H. asked me to make an examination and give my views, 
•which I at once proceeded to do. The touch revealed a strange, 
imusually-shaped mass blocking up the entire pelvic cavity. In 
the course of a somewhat extensive obstetric practice, I had hith- 
erto met nothing like it. And yet, in spite of its seemingly 
anomalous character, I could not resist the conviction that the 
vertex was the presenting part. In fact I felt sure that it was the 
.head that came in contact under the touch. 

The shape of this cumbrous mass was, I admit, altogether un- 
'like any other fetal head I had ever met before, and I must con- 
fess that this fact was rather against than in favor of my diagnosis 
in this knotty case. But on the other hand I was sure that I 
'Could feel the short, silky hair that usually covers the fetal 
scalp. 

Dr. S. P. could by no means agree with me in this diagnosis. 
He attributed the sensations derived by me from th6 touch, to 
abrasions of the cuticle upon the presenting part of the fetus, as 
there had been a good deal of manipulation before my arrival in 
the case. Neither my judgment nor experience could approve 
.this view of the matter. 

Whilst making my examination, I rapidly reviewed, in my own 
•mind, the conflicting and diverse opinions of colleagues, and en- 
deavored to determine their respective merits in a diagnostic point 
of view. First, then, I carefully scrutinized the position of Dr. H., 
the supposition of a breech presentation. And, truly, there seem- 
ed considerable grounds for his opinion. Here was a large mass, 
ilivided longitudinally, by a deep sulcus or groove, into two dis- 
tinct, rather oblong hemispheres, which indeed bore a remarkable 
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resemblance to the nates. But there were two features of the case 
which led mc, unhesitatingly, to reject Dr. H.'s conclusion. In 
the first place, the hemispheres of the nates (if I may be allowed 
the expression) are soft, elastic, yielding:, and pliabfe under the 
touch. In the present case these protuberances (whatever they 
might prove to be) were directly the reverse, being hard, dense, 
compact, inelastic, and, in short, felt to me just like bone covered 
by integument Secondly, in passing mv index finger from one 
end of this deep sulcus to the other (whfch, by the way, was na 
easy matter) I could discover neither the genital organs nor the 
anus; one or both of which must have been attainable in a breechi 
presentation, except in a case of monstrosity, which latter is unu- 
sual and rare. 

For these reasons I could not accept the view of the case under 
consideration as being a presentation of the breech. I next re- 
viewed the opinion, expressed by Dr. W. C, that the abdomen 
was the portion of the fetus accessible to the touch. I endeavored 
to ascertain what features of the case could lead the Doctor's mind 
to this singular conclusion, for I had never met such a presenta- 
tion, and was, moreover, skeptical as to its existence. The records^ 
of the piofession sustain me in this opinion. Ramsbotham says,, 
that in one hundred and fifty cases of transverse positions of the 
fetus, where he had been called to operate, he had met bul one case 
of presentation of the abdomen. Chailly denies their existence al- 
together; though in the American edition of that author's work^ 
Dr. Gunning Bedford, the editor, mentions a case of the kind 
which he saw in consultation. Cazeaux, Dubois, and Naegele 
recognize but two trunk presentations, one for the right and one 
for the left side. Madame Lachappelle denies the existence of 
such a presentation. This celebrated midwife declares that, in as- 
many as forty thousand cases occurring at La Maternite, she had 
not met a single case of presentation of the abdomen. 

In the case under consideration I could certainly expect to find 
either the soft, fluctuating, yielding parietes of the abdomen, the 
ensiform cartilage of the sternum, the symphysis pubis, or the in- 
sertion of the umbilical cord at the naval, if the belly, according to- 
Dr. W. C, were the presenting part. But none of these portions- 
of the fetus could be felt. I therefore excluded the abdomen from 
my diagnostic list. In confirmation of Dr. S. P's., theory, that it 
was the skoulder, I could feel neither the axilla, any portion of the 
arm, the clavicle, fetal ribs, neck, acromion process, nor any other 
evidence that would lead me to the conclusion that it was a pre- 
sentation of the shoulder, right or left. 

On retiring for consultation I gave my opinion, and the reasons 
influencing my mind in entertaining the views expressed. Each 
of my colleagues, however, seemed "fully persuaded in his own 
mind" of the correctness of his own diagnosis. Such being the 
case, not much concert of action could be expected. 

Finally, after much talk, it was agreed to review the case, each 
of us to make another examination, and see what results could be 
obtained. We returned to the parturient chamber, and each one 
instituted a further examination, with the exception of Dr. II., the 
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attending physician, who declined, stating that he was fully satis- 
fied that it was the breech. Dr. W. C, the pioneer physician in 
the county, made a prolonged and rather tedious examination. Pie 
was succeeded by Dr. S. P., and lastly by the writer. We again 
retired for further consultation, and I must say that it was not a 
little amusing to see how positive each had become as to the 
correctness of his former opinion. No new light was thrown upon 
the subject. 

Meantime it was becoming painfully evident that the vital forces 
of the patient were beginning to flag; the countenance was pale, 
the surface cool, the pulse feeble and growing quick and small, and 
the mind becoming despondent. These were serious symptoms, 
and showed that little time was to be lost in instituting some means 
for the woman's speedy relief. 

The expulsive contractions of the uterus were powerful and con- 
tinuous, but not a particle of advance was made by the presenting 
part of the fetus. As the result of further consultation resort was 
had to the forceps. Dr. S. P. volunteered his services in that di- 
rection, but after repeated and persistent efforts failed to deliver. 
After some time spent in these fruitless labors, the Doctor finally 
gave it up as a bad job, and asked me to try my hand. I took the 
handles of the forceps and withdrew the instrument from the pa- 
tient's body. In reply to the Doctor's expressive look of inquiry, 
I said, "I am loth to use the forceps when there is room for doubt 
as to what part of the fetus they are to be applied." 

I then made the third examination, as did also the two other 
consulting physicians, but without coming any nearer to an agree- 
ment than at first. I then made, the suggestion that, regardless of 
the presentation, an effort should be made to reach the feet, and by 
turning the fetus deliver at once. This proposition met with gen- 
eral favor, for we had now reached a stage in the proceedings 
when anything looking toward relief was gladly accepted. I was 
requested to make the attempt. I did so, and after great difficulty 
succeeded in reaching the feet, but found it impossible to turn. 
The two remaining consultmg physicians both made similar efforts 
but without success. 

At this stage of the case a final consultation was held, in which 
it was determined to use the perforator at once upon the most ac- 
cessible part of the fetus, regardless of what it might ultimately 
prove to be, and thus by materially reducing its bulk, effect the 
speedy delivery of the woman, whose condition was now beyond 
question one of extreme peril. The perforator was therefore im- 
mediately brought into requisition. This procedure was instanth'- 
followed by an immense gush o water, a gallon at least in quanti- 
ty, making its escape in a literal torrent. The blunt hook being 
then inserted into the opening made by the perforator, the fetus 
was speedily brought through the vulva. An inspection revealed 
a very large child with an enormously enlarged head. 

The incision made by the perforator was directly in the center 
of the median line between the os frontis and the occiput, through 
the sagittal suture, thus putting the question of the presentation 
beyond all dispute. The sulcus felt by us was caused by the ter- 
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rific pressure brought to bear by the uterine contractions upon the 
parietal boifes of the fecal head. 

On measurement, which was cftected by stuffing the cranial 
cavity with raw cotton and the use of a tape line, the proportions 
of the fetal head were found to be enormous. The distance from 
the nasal bones to the occipital protuberance was twenty-two and 
one half inches; circumference, measuring just above the ears, 
twenty-nine inches; from apex of chin to anterior fontanellc, nine- 
teen inches. Unfortunately we neglected to weigh the child, but 
it could not have fallen short of fourteen or fifteen pounds. With 
the exception of its head it was well shaped and healthy in appear- 
ance. 

I saw this patient again on Sunday morning, the 17th, in con- 
sultation. Dr. W. C. and I called together. The symptoms were 
regarded as unfavorable. There was a pulse of one hundred and 
ten, inclining to be small and wiry, hypogastric tenderness, and 
pain and slight tympanitis. She was rational but restless and de- 
spondent. Dr. ft. was still in charge of the case. I expressed my 
opinion to Dr. W. C, on our departure from the house, that she 
could not survive. The Doctor coincided in this view of the case. 
The prognosis proved correct, for she grew rapidly worse, and in 
a few days perished from metroperitoneal inflammation. 

I am led to report this melancholy case, not for any purpose 
of self-glorification, not because 1 claim any special inlallibility in 
diagnosis, or that I desire to appear "wise above that which is 
written," but because I think it an instructive case that may prove 
of some benefit to the profession, especially its junior members, 
and that there is sometimes "in a multitude of counsel" considera- 
ble confusion. 

Accuracy in diagnosis is not always possible, even to the most 
experienced and skillful men. Mistakes will sometimes occur even 
with the best informed members of the healing art. I am satisfied 
that cases do arise where the wisest heads are sorely puzzled. Skill 
in diagnosis is the result of patient, laborious, and careful observa- 
tion. Abernathy once said that "genius in a medical man consists 
in a patient observation of facts." 

A man is a physician in the highest sense of the name, just in 
proportion to his knowledge of pathology and his skill in diagno- 
sis, for "upon these two hang all the law and \.\\q profits,^'' (Ex 
cuse the pun.) 

The more we are impressed with this fact the more certainly 
shall we approximate that perfection in cur noble profession which 
is the doal of our common ambition. — Louisville Medical News. 



Salicylic Acid in Psoriasis and Eczema. — Dr. I. Rabitsch, 
of Cairo, speaks very highly of a ten per cent, solution of salicylic 
acid in forty per cent, alcohol for the treatment of psoriasis, ecze- 
ma, and especifilly the diflerent varieties ot tinia*. He records a 
number of ca^cs, and claims that it is an excellent parasiticide. 
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TWO CASES OF TRACHEOTOMY. 



By C. G. Jexnin(;s, M. D., Detroit. 

Case I. — John McDonald, a,'t. nineteen months. During the 
night ot November 8th he began to cough hoarse and have at- 
tacks of difficult breathing. This passed off the next day but re- 
turned the following night. He was first seen on the morning of 
November loth. He then coughed croupy, was aphonic and 
showed slight embarrassment in respiration. Temperature .99°; 
pulse slightly accelerated; no exude visible in the throat; no 
swelling of the cervical glands. The dyspncea again became 
great toward night, and by noon the next day the stenosis had so 
advanced, that other measures having failed to give relief, tracheo- 
tomy was decided upon. The treatment to this time had been the 
use of the steam atomizer with a solution of bicarbonate of sodium 
ten to fifteen minutes out of every half hour; the administration 
of two grains of quinine every three or four hours; expectorant 
doses of syrup of ipecac continuously, and emetic doses when the 
breathing was very difficult. 

At 3:30 o'clock p. m. the child was in the third stage of the dis- 
ease. The paroxysms had ceased, the dyspnoea was continuous 
and great, and cyanosis was becoming marked. Assisted by Drs. 
Campau and Miner, with the patient under chloroform, I opened 
the trachea above the thyroid isthmus, incising the cricoid cartil- 
age and enough of the trachea to admit a small canula. There was 
no exudate below the opening, and the child breathed freely. The 
tube produced no irritation, and the little patient slept quietly for 
several hours after the operation. Nine o'clock p. m. — Tempera- 
ture, 102°; pulse, 150; respiration; 30. He coughed a little bloody 
mucus. 

November 12th. — Passed a very quiet night; coughed but little 
and no difficulty was experienced in keeping the tube clear. Tem- 
perature, 101°; pulse, 140; respiration, 36. 

November 14th. — Last night he coughed up a membranous cast 
of the trachea one inch long. The canula was removed to wash 
the wound. The lower part of the wound was healed by first in- 
tention. 

From this time the case went on favorably. No diphtheritic 
exudate appeared on the wound and no complications arose, ex- 
cept a very slight bronchitis on November 39th and 30th. For 
several days previous to this the larynx seemed free from exudate, 
but the permanent removal of the canula was delayed until De- 
cember 3, twenty-two days after the operation, on account of col- 
lapse of the anterior wall of the trachea, which would take place 
at every deep inspiration. The tube could be left out for several 
hours if the child breathed quietly, but it would have to be re- 
placed immediately it he began to cry. This condition, as I show- 
ed in the report* of a previous case, is quite liable in very young 
children to delay the permanent removal of the canula. 



«New York Medical RecoKl. Oct.l, \m. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 Southern' Medical Record. 

At the present writing the external wound has not completely 
closed but it is healing rapidly. Vocalization is perfect. 

Case. 2. Lillie G., act. 7 years and 8 months. This patient was 
taken ill with pharyngeal diphtheria November xOth. The exu- 
date extended over the tonsils, pharynx, uvula and arches of the 
soft palate. There was considerable swelling of the cervical 
glands and the constitutional symptoms were quite severe. On 
the 15th, when the pharyngeal disease was declining, she became 
hoarse and aphonic, and in a few hours the shrill cough and dysp- 
noea indicated the extension of the exudate into the larynx. 
The treatment for the pharyngeal disease was continued, and the 
steam atomizer with sodium bicarbonate used every half hour. 
For ^\e days the symptoms of larynxgeal stenosis continued with 
varying severity. Encouraging remissions would take place every 
morning, and once or twice complete relief followed the separation 
of large pieces of membrane. The nocturnal exacerbations were 
quite alarming at times, but were not sufficiently prolonged to de- 
mand operative interference. The child refused to take nourish- 
ment during this period and became quite weak and emaciated. 
The course of treatment pursued was the administration of two 
grains of quinine in syrup every four hours; expectorant, and at 
times emetic doses of ipecac; &timu)ants in moderate doses; tinct- 
ure of the chloride of iron; and the use of the steam atomizer al- 
most continuously with a solution of sodium bicarbonate,alternating 
with a very weak solution of sodium hydrate. Two emetic doses 
of turpeth mineral were given one night when the breathing was 
very difficult, but no relief followed. The morning of the 20th did 
not bring the usual remission, and early in the afternoon it was 
decided that tracheotomy offered the only hope of prolonging 
the patient's life. 

The condition of the patient was quite unpromising for the ope- 
ration. A thin diphtheritic membrane still covered the pharynx, 
uvula and arches; the glandular swelling had not entirely subsid- 
ed. The dyspnopa was great, the face pale and perspiring, lips 
, dark and finger nails blue; great depression of the epigastrium at 
every inspiratory effort. Pulse, 160 and very weak. The little 
patient was completely exhausted by her long struggle for air. 
The only circumstance which gave me a particle of hope for the 
operation was the fact that the diphtheritic process had reached 
its height and was rapidly declining. It we could avert the im- 
pending suffocation, and by the relief it would afford conserve the 
patient's strength for a few days, the larynx would throw off the 
obstructing membrane and a cure follow. 

At 3:30 o'clock p. m., assisted by Drs. Campau and Miner, I 
performed a laryngotracheotomy, incising the cricoid membrane 
and cartilage, and two or three rings of the trachea. A teaspoon- 
ful or more of pus came through the opening and a large piece of 
membrane was removed with the forceps. After the trachea was 
cleansed, and appeared perfectly free below the openi..g the canula 
was inserted and respiration went on easily. Ten o'clock p. m.: 
Temperature, 102**; pulse, 140; respiration, 24. 

November 21. Passed a very quiet night, sleeping most of the 
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time. Is much stronger. Temperature, 90^; pulse, 100; respira- 
tion, 24; takes some nourishment. 

November 23 Removed the canula from the wound this morn- 
ing. A large patch of diphtheritic exudate extends downwards 
from the lower end of the wound. She coughed through the 
wound almost a complete membranous cast of about three inches 
■of the trachea. 

November 25. The slight extension of the diphtheria mention- 
-ed in last note has quite prostrated the patient. She again refuses 
nourishment. Pulse 150, very weak; temperature, 100. The 
■exudate on wound has been kept covered with powdered iodo- 
form and it now has disappeared. The larynx also is clear- 
ing up. 

November 26. Found the larynx perfectly free this morning. 
Left the canula out and dressed the wound with a large pad of 
absorbent cotton and iodoform vaseline. Liquid food comes out 
through the wound in attempts to swallow. Temperature, nor- 
mal; pulse, 160. Patient is very weak. Ordered peptonized beef, 
«lixir of calisaya. iron and strychnia, and sweet cream and brandy 
4id libitum. 

For two days this state of alarming prostration continued. Then 
her appetite returned. She rapidly gained strength, and in a short 
time was convalescent. At this time the wound is not entirely 
healed, but is closing rapidly. She is still aphonic. 

These two cases are of considerable interest, since recovery took 
place in both, when there was apparently but little to be hoped, 
on account of the tender age of the patient in the first case, and the 
asthenia in the second. 

The operation on children under the age of two years, has not 
been very successful. With some operators it has been so uni- 
formly fatal, that they consider this age a contra indication to the 
operation. The most complete statistics of tracheotomy in the 
United States are published by Dr. Wm. M. Martin, of Mobile, in 
Oaillard's Medical Journal for January, 1880. He gives a table of 
32 operations on infants under two years of age, with five cures 
and 27 deaths, a proportion of one cure to 6 2-5 cases. Dr. Geo. 
F. Shardy, in a recent number of the New York Medical Record, 
publishes a successful case at the age of 1 1 months. This would 
make the published statistics, including the writer's case, show 
■seven cures in 24 operations. 

I have considered these cases to be diphtheritic croup. Al- 
though in the first case there were no constitutional symptoms 
manifest during the whole course ot the disease, the epidemic in 
the neighborhood and a clear history of long exposure, leave no 
•doubt in my mind that the disease was diphtheritic in its origin. 
I attended a sister of the child, who had diphtheria, a week or two 
before his attack, and he remained in the room with her during 
her entire illness. Four other children, who were sent away, 
escaped. — Detroit Clinic, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



56 Southern Medicai. Record. 

SOME POINTS ON THE REDUCTION OF HERNIA. 



By J. S. Wight, M. I). 

Seein*^ that the major operation, or opening the sac, in a case of 
hernia is one that may involve great danger, and seeing that the 
minor operation, in w^hich th*^ sac is not opened, may involve some 
danger, and seeing that the faxts is a safe procedure, especially 
when it is successful, any expedients that will enable the surgeon 
to reduce a greater number of hernia, so that fewer operations 
will be required, will be the means of saving life. In this state- 
ment it is implied that cases of hernia are operated on that do not 
require an operation, and it must be admitted that it is not good 
practice to operate on a hernia that can be reduced by taxis. 

The method of taxis for reducing a hernia — especially one that 
is strangulated — that I have adopted and advise, may be described 
as follows: 

I. As far as possible, grasp the hernial tumor with one hand: 
this can generally be readily done, except when the tumor is very 
large. The right hand will be best adapted for this purpose. 

z. Now take hold of the neck of the hernial sac with the thumb 
and fingers of the left hand, in close proximity to the ring of con- 
stricting tissues, which can generally be readil}' distinguished. 

3. Then make gentle traction on the hernial tumor by means of 
the right hand, when two effects will generally supervene: ( i ) The 
hernia will be drawn out a little and liberated from the ring of 
constricting tissues, and (2) some of the tiuid contents, and may 
be some of the solid contents, of the sac maybe felt going through 
the hernial canal into the abdominal cavity. As the hand pulls on 
the tumor, it will compress it at the same time, and thus tend to 
express the contents of the sac; and the contents of the sac will 
be more apt to be expressed because the hernia is liberated from 
its constriction. 

4. The thumb and fingers of the left hand, as it were, supple- 
ment the hernial canal, as they are near the constricting tissues, so 
that the sac and its contents will be prevented from expanding 
just outside of the outer end of the hernial canal. In one instance 
the thumb and fingers will accurately guide the hernial contents 
into the hernial canal, and in the other instance the hernial con- 
tents will swell out around the outer end of the hernial canal. In 
the latter instance the reduction of the dislocated intestine will be 
obstructed, and in the former instance its reduction will be greatly 
facilitated. 

5. When the fluid contents of the sac begin to 00 back, then the 
solid contents of the sac will also begin ^o go hack. The left hand 
of the surgeon must still continue the work it has begun, but the 
right hand must now. in addition to firmly grasping the hernial 
tumor,* begin to push this tumor toward the external ring, in be- 
tween the grasp of the thumb and fingers of the left hand, when, 
generally* little by little, and sometimes suddenly, the dislocated 
intestine will be reduced. Of course, the rules of position and 
relaxation in regard to the patient should be put in force. When 
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this method of taxis is properly carried out, it will, no doubt, 
diminish the number of operations for strangulated hernia. 

6. In this place I may draw attention to this method of taxis, for 
the purpose of reducing a hernia when the minor operation is per- 
formed, since the constriction may be outside the neck of the sac. 
Also, I may call attention to the fact that I have sometimes ex- 
panded and stretched, or, perhaps, torn more or less, the constrict- 
ing band of tissues about the neck of the sac, by means of my fin- 
ger, which has been pushed up under the edge of this band, 
carrying the tegumentary tissues before it, thus enabling me to re- 
duce a hernia because the canal has been enlarged. At times I 
have found this a most valuable expedient, and have never known 
it do any harm. 

In order to illustrate the procedure above described, two cases 
of femoral hernia may be related: 

I. Mrs. S., widow, 63 years of age, was seen by me for the first 
time January 6, 18S2. She had a strangulated . femoral hernia on 
the left side, about as large as one's fist. The swelling had been 
down about a week; the patient had been vomiting for three or 
four days; the temperature was about 90°; the pulse was about 
100; the abdomen was soft and was not tender; the bowels had 
not moved for a week; there was no special tenderness about the 
tumor; the patient was anxious and depressed in spirits. Xwa 
days before I saw this patient a physician visited her, and did not 
succeed in reducing the hernia: another physician saw the patient 
on the evening before I saw her, and did not succeed in reducing^ 
the hernia. The patient was under the impression that an opera- 
tion must be performed, and that she would die. 

I saw this patient about five o'clock, p. m., January 6, 1S82, and 
put in practice the method of taxis above described, and reduced 
the hernia in about fifteen minutes; ordered rest, anodynes, and a 
mild diet, followed in two days by a dose of castor oil. This pa- 
tient made a rapid and excellent recovery. 

II. Mrs. M., widow, 42 years of age, much addicted to alcoholic 
drink, was seen first by me January 16, 1882. She had a strangu- 
lated femoral hernia on the left side nearly as large as one's fist; 
it had been down for nearly one week; the patient had been vom- 
iting lor two days; her temperature was 98^^; the pulse was about 
no; the abdomen was soft, and the furrow in the inguinal region 
was deep, 9s there was much adipose tissue. Her physician ad- 
vised an operation, and was of the opinion that she would die- 
without an operation. The patient declined an operation. 

I saw the patient about half-past one, p. m., of January i6th, and 
in about ten minutes reduced the hernia by means of the method 
of taxis above described. In the evening the patient's bowels- 
moved three times. Rest and a mild diet completed the cure in. 
a few days. — Soc. Co, Kind's. 

Anaesthesia of the Pharynx. — M. Du Cazal remarks that 
tincture of coca is an excellent medicament to cause ansesthesia of 
the pharynx. This can be secured by simply painting the mucous 
membrane. T'his fact is of interest to all who use the laryngoscope^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



58 Southern Medical Record. 

ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Bromide of Ethyl, the Most Perfect Anaesthetic for Short, 
Painful Surgical Operations. — Prof. Chisolm, in a paper read 
before the Academy of Medicine, Baltimore, after confessing for- 
mer ill success with this agent and a consequent prejudice against 
it, says: "Having found out how to use it, and what to expect 
from its administration, I can obtain the most brilliant results from 
it, and have become quite enthusiastic in its praises. 

'' In every patient, using the needful precaution, I have pro- 
ducec" complete narcosis in less than one minute, often in from 
twenty to thirty seconds. A deep sleep which, however, will not 
last more than one or two minutes. From this speedily induced 
narcosis recovery is rapid and complete, with neither nausea nor 
heaviness, so that, as a rule, five minutes after the inhalation the 
patient is as much himself as if no anaesthetic had been used. Ex- 
perience has taught me that these are the peculiarities of the bro- 
mide of ethyl when administered for anaesthetic purposes, and that 
as such they will prove of inestimable value to surgery. 

"The following very interesting cases, patients recently operated 
upon, will illustrate how thoroughly and speedily the brain resumes 
its full function after complete ethyl narcosis: 

" Miss M., a self-possessed little girl, eight years of age, desired to 
have an ugly squint corrected, and exhibited no timidity in wit- 
nessing the preparations needful for its pertormance. Prior to 
getting upon the table she had her collar loosened to remove any 
impediment to respiration. In doing so she took two roses from 
her dress and placed them on a vacant chair near by. She was 
then put on the operating table and the bromide of ethyl adminis- 
tered. A very few inspirations produced deep sluep, under which 
the tenotomy of the rectus muscle was performed. The ethyliza- 
tion and squint operation occupied fifty-six seconds: the time was 
taken by one of my assistants. Within three minutes from the 
commencement of the narcotism the child was perfectly awake, 
and was ready to get from the table. When on the floor she walked 
at once to the chair, and within four minutes from the time that 
the anaesthesia was commenced she was engaged in pinning these 
roses into the front of her dress, with a composure which showed 
not only no present discomfort, but a complete oblivion of the ex- 
perience through which she had just passed. 

"The second case, also one of convergent squint, was that of a 
boy, fifteen years of age, who seemed very anxious to get rid of 
his deformity. After getting on the operating table, before the 
medical class at the University of Maryland clinic, I told him that 
when the towel was placed over his face it would have a very 
choking sensation, but that he could not choke from it. I also 
showed him how to take quick and full inspirations, so that the 
suffocative sensations would entirely pass away before he had 
breathed a half dozen times. When the folded towel, upon which 
a drachm of ethyl had been poured, was placed over his face he 
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commenced a most active respiratory movement, which, in a very 
few seconds, quieted down into deep sleep. Within thirty seconds 
from the commencement of the ethylization narcotism was pro- 
found. The operation was commenced without delay and the 
-division of the tendon speedily consummated. The entire opera- 
tion, from the commencing ethylization to the perfection of the 
tenotomy, did not exceed sixty seconds. A minute had not elapsed 
from the completion of the operation when he awoke, and, jump- 
ing from the table to the floor of the amphitheatre, he cried out in 
-a jubilant voice, * I am all right,' much to the amusement of the 
medical class who crdwded the benches: a very difterent behavior 
from that which follows the inhalation of chloroform or ether. In 
this case the entire period, from the beginning of the inhalation, 
through the stage of complete narcosis, to perftjct restoration, did 
not exceed two minutes." 

Other cases are given with like results. lie further remarks: 

" Experience, by daily administration, has taught me this very 
valuable lesson, viz., that the Bromide of Ethyl is not an anaes- 
thetic which can be advantageously repeated, or its inhalation be 
•continued for any length of time. This is one of the serious mis- 
takes which we made in our early experiments, and which induced 
me, through ignorance, to discard the new agent as unreliable. 

" Its wonderful action is obtained during the first minute of its 
inhalation, and what I have called its primary anaesthesia. 

" In cases in which, from some interference with the rapidity of 
the manual of operative procedure, this primary anaesthesia wears 
•off, and a second, and even more numerous administrations have 
to be made to keep up the anaesthetic state until the operation can 
he completed, while the narcosis can at all times be reproduced, 
nausea is very apt to follow. By this frequent repetition of the 
inhalation, a mental depression is established, as from the contin- 
•ued use of chloroform or ether, which may last many hours. 

"Fortunately, there are many surgical operations of a very pain- 
ful nature which can be perfected within the short period of a 
primary ethyl narcosis. Abscesses can be lanced, cysts emptied, 
sinuses laid open, wounds probed, strictures incised, muscles 
•divided, ingrowing nails removed, surfaces cauterized, examina- 
tions made necessitating painful manipulations, and even amputa- 
tions may be performed. It must not be forgotten that prior to 
the discovery of anesthetics, Mr. Liston urged the general adop- 
tion of flap amputations, because all painful cutting, including the 
sawing of the bones, could be completed in so many seconds, and 
•did not lequire minutes, at the hands of dextrous surgeons. 

"To use the bromide of ethyl efficiently, one must have confi- 
dence in himself and, also, in the safety of the agent which he is 
.administering. 

"For long operations, or such as I desire to complete slowly, I 
prefer to administer chloroform, an anaesthetic with which I have 
liad a long, extensive and uninterruptedly satisfactory experience. 
Of over twelve thousand patients upon whom I have operated 
under the narcotic eflTects of chloroform, I have not lost one. 
These patients cover organic disorders of heart, lungs, kidney or 
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visceral disease, in persons of all ages, from the child only a few^ 
days old to my oldest chloroform administration, a very old man 
of ninety-six. Some were strong while others were very feeble. 
I never refuse the comforft of an anaesthetic to any person upon 
whom I have to operate. 

We now append Dr. Chisolm's method of using chloroform: 

" I. I always, without a single exception, give a strong drink of 
whiskey, from one to two ounces, to every adult to whom I intend 
to administer chloroform. This is done a few minutes before they 
get on the operating table. Because I never omit this fundamen- 
tal law, and in advance sustain the heart against the depressing 
effect of the anaesthetic, in not one of my twelve thousand cases 
have I ever had to use, in a single instance, a hypodermic of whis- 
key. It is already in the stomach should it be needed, and can do 
no harm if not required. 

"2. Always loose the neck and chest clothing, so as to have no 
impediment to respiration. 

"3. Only administer chloroform in the recumbent posture, with 
body perfectly horizontal and head on a low pillow, this pillow to- 
be removed as the anaesthesia progresses. 

"4. Give chloroform on a thin towel folded in conical form with 
open apex, so that the vapor, before inhalation, will be freely di- 
luted with atmospheric air. In holding this cone over the face of 
the patient at some little distance from the nose, place the fingers 
under the borders of the cone for the double purpose of allowing 
air to enter freely and, also, to prevent the chloroform liquid on 
the towel from coming in contact with the skin of the patient's 
face, and thereby avoid its blistering effects. 

**5. Should loud snoring occur, force up the chin. This manip- 
ulation, by straightening the air passages from the nose to the lar- 
ynx, makes easy breathing. The forcible elevation of the chin is 
far better in every respect than pulling out the (ongue. It is easier 
of application, more quickly done, requires no instruments, and is 
much more efficient in removing the impediment to respiration. 

" By always following these five simple rules, I have had, so far, 
both safety and eomfort in the adrninistration of chloroform. 

"Possibly, one very strong reason why I have been so success- 
ful in the administration of chloroform is that, as a specialist in 
eye surgery, the inhaler must be removed from the nose before I 
commence the surgical manipulations. Besides, while operating, 
I have constantly in view both the color of the face and the res- 
piration of the patient, which I consider even more important for 
the surgeon to observe than to feel the pulse. When surgeons are 
operating on distant parts of the body and cannot watch the work 
of the administrator of chloroform, accidents are most apt to 
happen. 

" In the inhalation of the bromide of ethyl, all of these rules, 
laid down for the establishing of chloroform are not necessary, and 
some of them cannot be followed out. 

"The recumbent posture I consider essential for the safe admin- 
istration of any anaesthetic, whether it be chloroform, ether or ethyl;, 
hence, these agents are not safe remedies at the hands of dentists^^ 
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^who place their patients in a sitting posture. Preparatory to the 
inhalation of the bromide of ethyl, 1 have not found it necessary 
to give whiskey. The only precaution^ take is to loose the neck 
clothing and have the patient lie down with the head only slightly 
elevated." 

His Mkthod of Administering the Bromide of Ethyl. 

"My experiments have taught me that the mode of administer- 
ing the ethyl should differ totally from 'hat used in giving chloro- 
form. 

"Instead of. a chloroform vapor freely diluted with atmospheric 
?ir, a saturated ethyl vapor must be inhaled, to the exclusion of 
atmospheric air, in order to obtain speedily and effectually narco- 
sis. 

"In my early experiments with this new agent I had not yet 
-discovered this fundamental prmciple, and hence did not obtain 
good results. I voted bromide of ethyl a failure, because in com- 
mon with other experimenters, I was too timid, or, rather, I should 
say, too ignorant of its peculiarities, to push the ethyl vapor in the 
concentrated form, which I have since found necessary to obtain 
good results. By my present method of administering it, I can 
-obtain perfect ethylization in J)atients in from twenty to sixty sec- 
onds, and have no after consequences of nausea or dullness of 
feeling. 

The best inhaler for the giving of the bromide of ethyl is a thick 
towel folded into the torm of a small cone with closed apex. Be- 
tween one of the folds of the towel I place a sheet of paper, 
-which makes the cone nearly air tight. The base of the cone must 
be wide enough to enclose both mouth and nose. The soft mate- 
rial of which the inhaler is made enables the rim to be kept firmly 
in contact with the face, so as to exclude air from entering. I 
always instruct the patient how to make long inspirations, and in- 
form him that he must do this, notwithstanding the fact that he 
will feel somewhat stifled. I also try to give him confidence by 
assuring him that a very few inspirations will put him to. sleep. 
Usually I make him go through the process of strong respiratory 
movements in advance, so that he will know exactly how to pro- 
ceed. Into this towel cone I pour about one drachm of the bro- 
mide of ethyl and immediately invert the inhaler over the nose 
and moutli of the patient, holding its edge down firmly over the 
face. There is ;.o fear of creating asphyxia, as all air cannot be 
excluded, and the height of the cone makes a considerable air 
chamber into which the patient breathes. 

Children usually struggle to escape from the apparatus. The 
cone, however, must not be removed from the face for an instant 
until anaesthesia is produced. At first some patients will resist 
the breathing of the vapor, but there is no fear that they will not 
catch their breath in time. Should children cry, it only insures 
inspiratory efforts, which the more surely and quickly will bring 
jabout the introduction of the vapor into the lungs. As a rule, a 
<lozen full inspirations are all that are needed to produce deep nar- 
cosis. I recognize this desirable condition by a stoppage of all 
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struggling. I have had deep sleep brought on by the Aixth inspi- 
ration, when complete relaxation ensues, with quiet breathing, and 
an absence of reflex irritation should the conjunctiva be touched.. 
The patient retains the usual healthy color of lips and cheeks, as 
if in ordinary sleep, and the pulse becomes slower and stronger as 
the narcosis becomes profound. Thirty seconds, as a rule, is suffi- 
cient to bring about this desirable condition, and have the patient 
ready for operation. 

I have not found this anaesthetic sleep last more than two • r 
three minutes, ofton not so long. 

Usually the patients awake suddenly, and as completely as they 
would do from ordinary sleep. They are able to get down from- 
the operating table without assistance and walk of without stag- 
gering, and with brain clear to answer correctly any question: in- 
fact, quite themselves. 

It took me some time to acquire such confidence in the safety of 
the reinedy as to apply it in the concentrated torm needful to ob- 
tain its fullest benefits. To the uninitiated it looks like cruel work 
to keep the cone of a saturated ethylized vapor over the face of a 
struggling patient. I am convinced, however, that in no other 
way can quick, complete and safe anaesthesia be obtained by it. 
Fortunately the struggling is ve^'y soon over, and quiet sleep speed- 
ily ensues. 

My experience with the bromide of ethyl will now exceed four 
hundred cases, of which upward of three hundred are within the- 
past year. I am beginning to be familiar with its administration 
and its eflfects. I now know what i* to be obtained by it, and 
what not to expect from. I give it without hesitation, in anj' case,, 
to avoid painful manipulation. I have used it as often as six 
times u day, and I administer it, on an average, certainly once- 
every day. In the last week I have given it fifteen times. For 
office use I find it invaluable, on account of its promptness, effi- 
ciency, evanescent nature of the anaesthesia induced, the absence, 
of nausea, and the perfect comfort with which patients operated 
upon can leave my office within a few minutes after the ethyliza- 
tion. Its use in my every day experience does nbt interfere with 
the routine of office practice, nor occupy more time than I give to- 
an ordinary office consultation, a very important desideratum to- 
those who have restless patients awaiting their turn in the recep- 
tion room. 

Those who will use it by a single inhalation to produce a shorty 
deep sleep, and not resort to a maladministration of this very val- 
uable, powerful agent for a continued anaesthesia, which it is inca- 
pable of sustaining in safety and in comfort, will become as en- 
thusiastic as I am over its brilliant results. They will, in time, 
learn to consider it, as I do, the most perfect of anaesthetic agents 
for quick, painful surgical work. It can never take the place of" 
chloroform or sulphuric ether where any heavy operations are to- 
be done. These well-known and tried anaesthetics must continue 
m favor for all tedious operations, and will be used in minor sur- 
gery by those who manipulate slowly and who do not have- 
prompt, quick assistants. But when one can take advantage of a: 
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primary anaesthesia from the first administration of the bromide of 
ethyl, and, having made every preparation in advance, will manip- 
ulate quickly, the new anaesthetic leaves nothing to be desired. 

I will repeat, '* can anything be more brilliant in surgery than a 
successful operation for squint, where an ugly deformity of years 
standing is promptly, thoroughly, safely and surely removed in 
less than one minute of time — fifty -two seconds for ethylization 
and operation?" This is the nearest approach to magic in the art 
of surgery. ' 

The Acceleration of Delivery in Peurperal Convulsions. — 

The Medical Times and Gazette says that a receni number of the 
Achiv fur Gynaokologie contains an article entitled "A Contribu- 
tion to our Knowledge of Eclampsia," by Dr. Fr. Schauta, assistant 
in the clinic of Professor Spath,of Vienna. The paper gives statis- 
tics based upon the large number of 134,345 labors, among which 
344 cases of convulsions occurred. Figures are furnished bearing 
upon many points in the natural history of this disease, which are 
of much value, and deserve the attention of specialists. We pur- 
pose only, however, here to call the attention of our readers to the 
important practical point which is indicated in the title of these re- 
marks. 

Convulsions coming on during pregnancy quite as often, accord- 
ing to Dr. Schauta, persist during labor, as cease before that pro- 
cess begins. Out of 42 such cases, in 22 the fits continued to occur 
during labor, while in 20 they abated before its commencement. 

The commonly received opinion that convulsions first attacking 
ihe patient during labor, commonly cease when delivery is com- 
plete, Dr. Schauta finds to a great extent negatived by the facts he 
has collected. Out of 185 cases in which convulsions came on dur- 
ing labor, in only 62 were they limited to this period, while in 123 
they continued after the patient had been delivered, i, e,, in 665 per 
cent. In 38 ot these the frequency of the a1 tacks postpartum was 
diminished, but 50 was increased; in the others there was no par- 
ticular difference. Dr. Schauta quotes Brummerstadt, who had be- 
fore him brought out the same fact. Out of 63 cases collected by 
the latter author, in only 18 did the attacks cease after delivery, in 
17 they became less severe, and remained apparently uninfluenced 
in 28. The figures, therefore, both of Schauta and Brummerstadt 
seem to show that delivery does not, as a rule, exert a favorable in- 
fluence upon peurperal convulsions. 

The practical point, says Dr. Schauta, which springs out of these 
figures seems to be this — that in labor complicated with convul- 
sions, the accoucheur should not allow himself to be pursuaded in- 
to operative delivery unless the clearest indications exist, and the 
necessary conditions are present; and that accouchement force^ now 
on other grounds rightly abandoned, should, looking at the prog- 
nosis or peurperal eclampsia, be unconditionally condemned. Oyr 
author proceeds to test this practical conclusion by analyzing the 
cases according^to whether or not labor was artificially completed. 
Out of the 42 cases of convulsions occurring during pregnancy, 20 
were deHvered spontaneously, 21 by the help of the accoucheur 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



64 Southern Medical Record. 

(one passed from observation undelivered). Of tlie former, 2 died, 
or ID per cent,; of the latter, 19, or 90.4 per cent. This nineteen, 
however, includes 5 who were delivered by Caesarian section after 
the death of the mother; the subtraction of these reduces the mor 
tality to 87.5 per cent. Of course it will be obvious that the cases 
in which interference to effect delivery was resorted to,were proba- 
bly the worst cases,and the enormous difference in the result between 
those left to nature and those artificially delivered, is probably for 
the most part to be accounted for in this way. But admitting this, 
it is also evident that the acceleration of labor did not do very much 
for the patients. The result shown by cases of convulsions com- 
ing on during labor is much the same. Out of 185 cases, 53 were 
delivered by the natural efforts, and of these 14 died, or 26.4 per 
cent; while of 132 who were delivered by obstetric aid, 54 died, or 
A0.9 per cent. With reference to these results, we again quote Dr. 
Schauta's remarks verbatim. He says: "In consequence of what 
has been said, the charge may readily be imputed to me of wishing 
to totally condemn all operative interference in puerperal eclamp- 
sia. I do not permit myself to draw so sweeping a conclusion 
from my statistics; but with reference to the sanguine expectations 
at present in the ascendent as to the effect of delivery in eclamp- 
sia, I may point to them as showing how Httle these hopes are ful- 
filled by the facts." There are two good reasons our author points 
out,for hastening delivery — if we can do it without harm. The first 
is, that by emptying the uterus, the intra-abdominal pressure, which 
in the large majority of cases is a main cause of the kidney-chang- 
es which produce eclampsia, is reduced, and therefore the earlier 
delivery takes place the restitutio ad norman may be expected to 
begin. The second is, that the sooner delivery is eftected, the better 
chance the child has of survival. The risk to the child, as well as 
the mother, Dr. Schuta shows, is in proportion to the number of 
fits. The prognosis for the child is, as perhaps might be expected, 
worse when the fits come on before, than when they com- 
mence during labor. The infantile mortality among the cases of 
the former class which Dr^ Schauta tabulates was 41.S per cent.; 
among those of the latter 50.5 per cent. 

l\\ considering, in the light of these figures, whether in eclamp- 
sia delivery ought to be hastened, the question naturally occurs, 
whether the bad results enumerated may not have been the result 
of an aggravation of the nervous condition by the operation neces- 
sary to effect delivery, /. ^., whether operative delivery per se has 
any influence in producing convulsions. Dr. Schauta has, with 
this point in mind, analyzed the cases in which eclampsia appeared 
after labor. He finds that 74 of these had been naturally deliver- 
ed, of whom 19 died, or 25.6 per cent.; S had been delivered by op- 
ative aid, of whom 2 died, or 25 per cent. — a proportion nearly the 
same. 

These figures seem to us of considerable practical moment. It 
* would be going too far to regard the high mortality among those 
who were delivered by art as due solely to the mere fact of inter- 
ference. It seems to us largely explained by the consideration that 
the cases in which this treatment was resorted to were probably 
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the worst, and it also has been sometimes the case that the state 
of the patient led the medical attendant to hurry delivery more than 
he would have done had death seemed less imminent, and in doing 
so to inflict damage which might have been avoided had less haste 
been used. If pregnancy has anything to do with the causation 
of the disease in question — and that it has, we think, there cannot 
be a doubt — we might expect that the removal of so powerful a 
-cause would favor recovery. But Dr. Schauta's cases show this — 
that there is no such immediate advantage as to justify us in run- 
ning any risk of other dangers for the sake of speedily ending the 
pregnancy. If labor has begun, or if it has been induced, it is best 
left to its course with the minimum of interference. It seems to 
us still an open question whether labor may not be induced with 
advantage, provided the process be conducted in a manner as 
closely as possible approximating to that of nature; but whether 
induced or at the natural term, such interference as would be call- 
ed for if there were no convulsions is alone that which is required. 
Everything further is submitting the patient to unnecessary risk, 
without any compensating advantage. — j^uarterly Compendium of 
Medical Science. 

Hemorrhagic Malarial Fever. — In a well marked case ot this 
affection, reported in Southern Practitioner, by Dr. Joiner, of An- 
dersonville, Ga., the following was the treatment reported: 

He was afraid of mercury; had lost confidence in quinine, dis- 
trusted turpentine, dispensed with blisters, and condemned opi- 
ates. Something must be done — and quickly. But, what? We 
feel sure that the kidneys are in trouble, but what is the nature of 
that trouble? Are they sick, intoxicated, asleep, or are they hero- 
ically endeavoring to respond to an unreasonable and impossible 
-call upon them? We do not know. 

In this trying dilemma we decided to appeal to the skin for help 
without delay, and to be governed by the circumstances as to treat- 
ment hereafter. We directed the patient to swallow as much hot 
water as he could, only a few ounces at first, repeated frequently 
in larger quantities, which course soon brought about freer and 
much easier discharges from the stomach, with a marked tempora- 
ry quieting of nausea. At the same time, we directed bottles of 
hot water placed around about him. This was done and we anx- 
iously watched for results. 

In less than an hour our patient was bathed in a profuse perspi- 
ration; pulse no; respiration 24; stomach comparatively quiet, and 
feeling every way decidedly more comfortable. For the first time 
we began to feel hopeful. The skin had nobly answered to the 
call made, and was casting off large quantities of liquid, heavily 
loaded with bilious matter, taking from the blood injurious and 
■effete substances, giving the liver and kidneys that assistance so 
very necessary at this particular juncture. We could but feel anx- 
iously hopeful. 

Anticipating a chill in the afternoon, we ordered quinine 40 
grains, divided into four powders, and to be given every two 
hours. We now placed on tongue one grain hydrag chlor. mite., 
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and retired, At 5 p. m., on our return, found patient doing welL 
Pulse 100, respiration 24, nausea still less distressing, though less 
troublesome. No discharge of urine since morning. Ordered 
quinine continued in three-grain doses every three hours. Directed^ 

R Chlor. potass 3i 

Aqua2 F Sij 

M. Et. ft. sol. 

Sig. Tablespoonful every three hours. 

Ordered tuipentine stupes to back, immediately over kidneys,, 
and mush poultices thoroughly saturated with turpentine to stom- 
ach. 

We left our patient still bathed in profuse perspiration and com- 
paratively quiet. 

At 9 P. M. we found our patient about as we had left him, save 
that he was suffering somewhat more from nausea. We now ad- 
ministered hypodermically one-fourth grain sulphate morphia- 
Continued treatment. 

At 8 A. M. next day called, and learned that he had passed a 
fair night, having only suffered occasionally from nausea, and that 
he had slept at least one-half the time. Pulse now 100, respira- 
tion 24. No change in appearance of skin, save that it had as- 
sumed, perhaps, a deeper yellow color. Continued turpentine 
stupes to back, and poultices to stomach. Discontinued "potash,'* 
and ordered: 

R Phos. acid 5i 

Mur. tine, iron 

Spts. lemon, a^ 3jj 

Simp, syrup §vi 

M. Et. ft. sol. 

Sig. Dessert spoonful every three hours. 

At 3 p. M. found patient suffering greatly from nausea; pulse 
130; respiration 26; tongue presenting same appearance as in first 
day of illness. No change in color of skin. Again oniered pa- 
tient to drink hot water, re-applied bottles of hot water, adminis- 
tered one-fourth gr. sulphate morphia hypoderimically, and con- 
tinued treatment as adopted in forenoon. 

At 9 p. M. visited our patient and tound him doing well, more 
quiet, suffering less from nausea, pulse 100, respiration 24, tongue 
moist and not so red at edges and tip. Had passed about ten 
ounces urine, color not so wine-like, but otherwise unchanged, 
evidently better. Again administered morphia hypodermically 
and retired. 

A 8 A. M. next day patient decidedly improved. Had gone 
through the night without distress — with but little or no nausea^ 
He slept well, pulse 80, respiration normal, and still sweating pro- 
fusely. Ordered an occasional brandy toddy, three-grain doses, 
quinine every four hours, with iron and acid as before. 

At 3 P. M. doing well. Skin a shade lighter. Urine somewhat 
clearer and brighter. 
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At 9 p. M. no perceptible change. Ordered trpatment continued, 
and to insure a pleasant night's rest, administered one-fourth grain 
sulph. morphia hypodefmically. 

At 12 M. next day patient decidedly better. No nausea, skin and 
urine clearing up. No thirst, and expresses hope of speedy re- 
covery. The only complaint now is from weakness. 

We now strip him of his wet linen, change his bedding, order 
chicken broth, and an occasional milk punch, and advise perfect 
quiet for a few hours. 

At 10 p. M. doing nicely, perspiring moderately, skin and urine 
steadily clearing up. Pulse and respiration normal, tongue almost 
entirely relieved of coat, pale, moist and soft. Ordered three-grain 
doses quinine every four hours, with chicken broth and milk punch 
ad lib. 

Again visited him at 9 A. M. next day. After a quiet and peace- 
ful night, he feels much improved and refreshed. Skin and urine 
rapidly clearing up. Continued quinine. Directed chicken broth 
and milk punch ad lib. 

At 10 A. M. next day our patient considered out of danger, skin 
and urine entirely cleared up. Some appetite, gaining strength 
rapidly. Up to this time our patient had no action from bowels. 
We order now : 

R. 01. ricini Jss 

Tr. opii m. vi 

To be repeated if necessary in six hours. Directed quinine in 
three grain doses every six hours. Continued broth and milk 
punch. 

Visited him again at 9 p. m., he has just had a few bilious dis • 
charges from bowels — watery and quite offensive. Pulse consid- 
erably accelerated and slight nausea. We regret having directed 
oil, and order: 

R Tr. catechu f 31 

Tr. opii m. XV 

Spts. lemon m. x 

Simple syrup f §ss 

M. Sig. At once. 

Returned at 8 a. m. next day. This morning we find patient 
comfortable. Free from nausea, generally better, cheerful ^ and 
with a ravenous appetite. Directed quinine continued for several 
days, advising extreme caution as to diet, and dismissed the case. 

1 desire to state here that we placed upon the tongue of our pa- 
tient I grain hydrag. chlor. mite, every morning till this time, and 
that he is just now slightly ptyalized. 

I cannot close this communication without calling the attention 
of my professional brethren to the marked character of the dis- 
charges through the skin, and to its unmistakably urinous odor. 

The Opium Habit, its Successful Treatment by the 
Avena Sativa (?) — ^The remedy to which Dr. Sell ascribes such 
remarkable properties (New York Med. Gaz. April 22) is a tinc- 
ture of common oats. He begins by telling us that it is a very im- 
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portant grain, and then gives us a long history of its cultivation 
and uses from the time of Pliny to the present day. He discourses, 
too, at some length on the value of water-grueland oatmeal tea. 
He next tells us that in 1874 Dr. Keith '*had a concentrated tinct- 
ure of the avena prepared for paralysis, from the effects of which 
he himself suffered three years and a half, and in three weeks, hav- 
ing taken the avena in fifteen drop doses three or four times a day, 
he was not only free from paralysis, but relieved from m.my seri- 
ous symptoms, both mental and physicar(!) The author com- 
menced his own observations with the concentrated tincture be- 
fore hearing of Dr. Keith's case. He is convinced that it is "a most 
useful and reliable remedy." He finds that it is "diuretic, slightly 
laxative, tonic, stimulant, but especially nerve-stimulant." It is said 
to "exert a most powerful influence upon and through the nervous 
system." It is "a valuable adjuvant of other medicines," is unsur- 
passed in "female diseases," is "an excellent substitute tor intoxi- 
cating drinks," "will cure inebriety," is "an antidote to opium-pois- 
ining"(!) It gives relief in insomnia, and is curative in nervous 
headache and prostration due to mental strain and worry, and in 
neuralgia and hemiplegia. "Epilepsy has been brought under sub- 
jection by it more effectively than by other remedies," and it is un- 
equalled in the treatment of "hysteria, melancholia, neurasthenia, 
and all forms of nervous prostration, when caused by inebriety, the 
abuse of tobocco, opium, or morphine, by sexual excesses; mastur- 
bation, or mental strain." But this is not all, for the author has 
made what he describes as "a no small discovery in therapeutics." 
He finds that this remedy as an absolute cure for the opium or 
morphia habit. He gives details of three cases of morphia-taking, 
all of which were promptly cured by this remedy. The first pa- 
tient, a German, of middle age, usually took hypodermically in the 
twenty-four hours from 12 to 48 or 50 grains of morphia, which 
had no other effect than to produce fifteen minutes sleep with the 
eyes wide open. The next patient, a middle aged lady, had been 
a slave of the morphia habit for seven years, and usually took 12 
grains a day. In the third case morphia had been taken to excess 
tor twenty years, the average being an ounce in fifteen days, or 32 
grains a day. The avena in all cases works wonders. The pa- 
tients are not only able to relinquish the habit, but improve in 
weight, strength, spirits, and mental capacity. One lady not only 
gained twenty-five pounds in weight in an incredibly short time, 
but said she felt twenty years younger. It is stated in the most 
positive terms that the preparation is nothing but a tincture of com- 
mon oats. The dose is to be increased till it produces "the desired 
eflect," and is to be given in hot water, "with the same frequency 
that the patient was accustomad to take his opium or morphia." 
The author displays great originality, and his powers of imagina- 
tion are remarkable. — William Murrell, M. D., in The London 
Medical Record, 1882. — Amcrica7i Medical Weekly. 

Physiological and Therapeutical Effects of Quassine. — 
Dr. Campardon, having for many years emploved quassia amara 
in its difiercnt preparations, concluded that it had properties which 
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ne had not seen accorded to it by otliers. He then made a series 
of experiments with amorphous quassine, and afterwards with 
cr\*stalized quassin (Duquesnel), and determined that they had the 
same effects, and that they represent the physiological and thera- 
peutic effects and are active principles of the drug, only in differ- 
ent degrees, the crystalized being ten times stronger than the amor- 
phous. Without analyzing his experiments, we give the conclu- 
sions (Bull. Gen. de Therapuet) which he arrived at from numer- 
ous observations : 

1. That amorphous quassine and crystalized quassine, active 
principles extracted from quassia amara (Surinam) and from quas- 
sia simaruba which are very evident and very constant; — viz: 

2. In moderate doses this principle brings into activity and aug- 
ments the secretion of the salivary glands, of the liver, of the kid- 
neys, and perhaps of the mammary glands. 

3. It excites the musculur fibres of the digestive tube, of theuro- 
poietic apparatus, of the biliary ducts, augments the mucous 
secretion, and facilitates the exertion of the normal secretions. 

4. In the sick, as a pure bitter tonic, this substance awakens ap- 
petite, builds up the forces, and, in conseqence of its action upon 
the muscular fibres ot vegetable life, facilitates exertion, renders de- 
fecation easier, and aids the expulson of renal or hepatic culculi. 

5. Qiiassine, as well as the wood of quassia amara and quassia 
simaruba, causes death in inferior animals, even in comparatively 
small doses. 

6. In healthy individuals, as in the sick, it produces, in certain 
doses, a series of tonic effects, which recall the action of convul- 
sive poisons. 

7. Amorphous and crystalized quassine, above fifteen centi- 
grammes (two and a half grains) for the first, and fifteen milli- 
grammes (one-fourth grain) tor the second dose, determine the fol- 
lowing symptoms, which are only increased by elevating the dose: 
burning in the oesophagus, annular burning in the larynx, increas- 
ing constriction of the throat, frontal headache, especially to the 
right side, weight and pain in the region of the stomach, nausea, 
vertigo, troubles of sight, extreme agitation, febrile irritability, im- 
possibility of continued thought, restlessness, frequent micturition, 
but which subsequently diminishes little by little, diarrhoeic dis- 
charges, and vomiting. This is followed by spasmodic contrac- 
tions of the muscles of organic and animal life, and cramps, due to 
tonic contractures of the muscles of the leg and thigh. 

In order to combat the toxic effects of quassine, chloral internal- 
ly, and chloform externally for the spasmodic contractures, have 
given the best and most prompt results. — Medical Times. 

Aunt Betsy Simpson's Case— What's the Diagnosis?— 

"My misVy, doctor, wuks right up from bofe my legs, an' up 
frough my stummick, an' den crost my bow'ls, all a shaky an' a 
wigwaggy! Den my right shoulder, doctor. Law sokes! If Dat 
yer mis'ry in my right shoulder pow'ful bad sometimes. Den I 
has shootin' pains all up an' down de spine uv my back, dreafful! 
an' lumps in my flanks, an' a burnin' all over my right side, an' a 
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roarin'! yes, honey, a awful roarin' in my head, an' de bones all 
loose in my head. Den I has pains in bofe shoulders, an' my in- 
sides dey workin' jes' like maggots!! an' I has a draggin' in my 
stummick, an' my sistum very bad. Ef you b'Heve me, doctor, 
dar's a patch of mis'ry in de small o' my back, an' when I stan' 
up 'pears like my insides dey stickin' to my spine! an' a wall'win' 
in my haid, an' I done got no appetite ter eat, an' 'peais like every 
minit 1 gwinc frow up my insides. I cain't drink no fresh water; 
drinks all my water biled! In de night you can hear my head a 
roarin' an' a buzzin', an' den my bowels gits to wukin' an' you can 
hear 'em a crackin' an' a blabbin'! an' dey all a shakin' an' a trim- 
blin'. Den I has a hotness in de bone o' my neck; yes, doctor, 
right in de bone o' my neck, an' at fuss a pang riz right up acrost 
my neck, an' riz an' bust! I! I knowed it wa'n't a blood-wessel, 
else I'd a died shor—Ex. 

[Prof. Remans, who was called to see the above case, and who 
is regarded as the best diagnostician in Americj\, in a note to the 
editor of one of our journals, says: **To my mind the case is a 
plain one; the left utero abdominal digitalis is occluded by a re- 
gurgitation of the right illio ceacal valve; this, of course inhibits 
all peristallic motion, closes the sphincter ani, makes a diverticu- 
lum of the duodenum, paralyzes the levator labii superioris and 
produces universal hyperesthesia throughout the entire animal 
economy." 

A New Point in the Diagnosis of Femoral Luxations. — 
Dr. Treub, in reporting a case of obturator dislocation of the femur 
(Centrallblatt fur Chirurgie, No. 45), calls attention to the value of 
rectal exploration in order to ascertain the position taken by the 
head of the bone. In children the foramen ovale as well as the 
sciatic foramen is very easily examined by the forefinger when in- 
serted into the rectum, and if the head of the femur is in either sit- 
uation it may be easily felt. In adults it is available especially for 
the foramen ovale, by the aid of an anaesthetic and w^ith the hand 
in the bowl the sciatic foramen may also be explored. The author 
therefore recommends either for a diagnostic or merely for a de- 
monstrative purpose, in more or less obscure cases of obturator or 
sciatic luxation, that the rectal method of examination be tried. — 
Medical Times. 

Celerina. — Prof. Bauer, College Physicians, &c., St. Louis, says: 
" Surgical practice does not frequently proffer the opportunity of 
employing nervo-tonic remedies, and therefore I am, perhaps, not 
competent to fully judge the therapeutic virtues of Celerina, a 
compound lately introduced by J. C. Richardson, Esq., of this 
city. I have, however, used it, and with very satisfactory results, 
in at least twenty appropriate cases, and feel persuaded that it 
develops most happy actions, and that it deserves the attention of 
medical practitioners, more especially of those employed in the 
treatment of nervous afflictions. I shall certainly continue to test 
it more fully, and report my observation in due time. 
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SOIENTinO ITEMS. • 



Burdensome Inventions. — In any estimate of the public value 
of several recent inventions which have been received with great 
apparent favor, the important fact must not be lost sight of that 
these inventions are a burdensome tax upon the people, for which, 
in a majority of cases, no corresponding benefits are received. 

The introduction of the telephone, or its use to a very large ex- 
tent, is, in a true sense, compulsory. It is not introduced into the 
counting-rooms, stores, and dwellings because it is needed or 
wanted, but because pride or competition influences the patron. 
In many instances where it has been introduced into dwellings, 
pride and curiosity combined have led to the act — not any press- 
ing want or necessity. It is learned by Mr. A. that his neighbor 
Mr. B., a wealthy man, perhaps, has had the "wires" brought to 
his house, and all the family are shouting to butchers and grocers 
through the little round hole in the polished box on the wall. Mr. 
A. and his good wife decide that they must have all the "facilities" 
for instantaneous communication that Mr. B. has, although their 
pecuniary resources are barely suflicient for the absolute needs 
of the family, and so the telephone man is sent for, and forthwith 
the A. family are shouting through the hole in the box as loudly 
and frequently as the B. family. This "great convenience" adds 
fifty dollars a year to the household expenses, a sum which cannot 
well be aflforded. — Journal of Chemistry, 

Progress of Electrical Lighting. — There is at the present 
time great activity among the rival electric lighting companies to 
bring to notice their various devices. To ordinary observation it 
would appear that the new method of lighting had passed the 
«tage of experiment, and becomes firmly established as the success- 
ful rival of gas. This is not true, however, and it is a matter of 
doubt if it ever becomes true. A vast number of formidable diffi- 
culties have been overcome which stood in the way of practical 
success, but there remains others which are of no mean import- 
ance. The time is near when decisive action will be taken to pre- 
vent the placing of conducting wires above ground, and it appears 
at present as if the difficulties in the way of the success of buried 
wires were insurmountable. The enormous expense of the under- 
taking and the difficulties of insulation are among the obstacles of 
the greatest moment. Mr. Edison, in New York, has met with 
only partial success, and at the present time appears to be inac- 
tive. The cost of putting down his street conductors wa*} exces- 
sive, and the true cost will probably not be known outside of in- 
terested parties. — yournal of Chemistry. 

The Signal Service office estimates that ships containing at 
least $13,000,000 of property, besides many lives, were saved from 
running into the disastrous cyclone in October by the warning it 
gave. The money thus saved in this one storm would pay the ex- 
pense of the Service for ten years. — Mecha?iical News, 
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Electricity in the Parlor, in the Kitchen, and Every- 
where. — A ^riter in ''The Electrician," a monthly journal pub- 
lished in New York, says: i. '"Shall we ever liave the electric 
light in our houses? 2. Shall we have to produce the electric cur- 
rent ourselves ? 3. Will it be cheaper than gas or even as cheap ? 
All these questions he answers affirmatively. He says- **There 
is not the slightest doubt in mv mind that we shall have the light 
in our houses; and on the other hand it will not be necessary that 
the consumer should supply himself with the electric current any 
more than at the present time he is obliged to supply himself with 
gas. It would, however, be just as possible for him to do so.'* 
The third question, he says, requires much consideration, but he 
has no doubt that electric lighting will ultimately be cheaper than 
gas. — Scicntijic Jix change. 

The Boston Journal of Chemistry thinks that the he?daches^ 
that many thousands wake up with every morning are brought 
about by kerosene lamps "turned down low." A small Hame in 
a lamp chimney does not cause enough draft to insure complete 
combustion, and slumbeiers breathe carbon and carbonic acid gas- 
as literally as if they stood over the chimney of a petroleum re- 
finery. A little light may be supplied in a bed-chamber, if any is- 
required, by a specially prepared taper, by a candle, or by a wjclc 
floated in animal or vegetable oil; but the **turned-down" kero- 
sene lamp cannot be used except to one's disadvantage. — Ex, 

Signaling by Electricity. — A method of signaling by means- 
of electric balloons was tried recently in Paris by MM. Mangin 
and Baudet. The balloon made of paper rendered translucent 
was about eight feet in diameter and was filled with pure hydro- 
gen. A Swan lamp was fitted inside and a light rope, carrying- 
two copper wires, was attached. When the circuit was complet- 
ed the whole balloon appeared to be a globe of fire. By switch- 
ing the current off and on, the Morse code can be spelled out, and 
thus electric balloons of this kind can be used tor signaling pur- 
poses. — 77ie Electrician, 

A Nevr branch of industry has sprung up in Sweden lately — 
the fabrication of paper from moss — not from the living plant, but 
from the bleached and blanched remains of mosses that lived cen- 
turies ago, and of which enormous masses have accumulated in 
most parts of Sweden. A manufactory of paper from this mate- 
rial has begun operations near Joenkaeping, and is turning out 
paper in all degrees of excellence, from tissue to sheets three- 
quarters of an inch in thickness. These latter are harder than 
wood. — Ibid, 

To Make Paper which shall be luminous in the dark, it is suf- 
ficient to mingle with the pulp the following ingredients in their 
proportions: Water, ic parts ; pulp, 40 parts ; phosphorescent 
powder, lo parts ; gelatine, i part ; bichromate of potash, i part^ 
The paper will also be waterproof. — Ex, 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULiE/ 



New Treatment for Vaginitis. — M. Terrillon proposes a 
method of tieatment which consists essentinlly in the introduction 
into the vagina of the following ointment: 

R Ac. tannic 50 grms, 

Amyli ■ 150 grms, 

Ung. petrolei 1 50 grms. 

M. This ointment is placed in a sort of speculum, so arranged 
that the ointment can be forced out as the instrument is withdrawn 
from the vagina. If the vulva opneing is large a small tampon of 
cotton may be introduced. Generally from fifteen to twenty 
grams of the unguent is sufficient at one application, and it need 
not be repeated for seven or eight days. — Ex. 

A Valuable Mixture for Chills. — A subscriber sends us the 
following as a valuable mixture for chills, and desires to give it a 
more extended notice, he being able to heartily recommend it: 

R Quinine sulph '/ 

Cinchonidia sulph. . .' f ^'*^- ^^'^^ 

Acid sulph /;/ X, 

Liq. potass, arsen f- o j> 

Ext. nucis. vom. fld w x, 

Aqua? q. s. ad f. S iv. 

M. Tablespoonful every four hours, when the fever -is off. — 
Pharmacist and Chemist. 

Bromides and Choral in Whooping Cough.— M. Dujardin 
recommends the combination of the bromides and chloral as being 
very useful in whooping cough. He gives one dessertspoonful of 
the mixture in a glass of milk, to which the yolk of an ^^'g has 
been added, evening and mornin*g: 

R Potassii bromidi 5 ss, 

Sodii bromidi 3 j, 

Ammonii bromidi 3 ss, 

Ssr. chloral 5 ss, 

Aqmv 3 ij. 

— Med. Summary, 

To Correct the Odor of the Lochia After Child-Birth— 

R Acid.^ carbolici glacial § j, 

Glycerini 3 j, 

Aquje punc g viij. 

M. Sig. A tablespoonful in eio;ht ounces of warm water twice 
a day as a vaginal injection. — ^I('d. Shin ma ry. 
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Disguising the Taste of Quinine.— J. L. Lilly, in the Indiana 
Pharmacist, says that the following syrup has proved to be very 
satisfaeWry in disguising the taste of quinine: 

R Fluid extract yerba santa 4 parts, 

Water 8 parts, 

Powd. pumice i piart, 

Granulated sugar 14 parts. 

Mix the fluid extract with the water, evaporate to seven parts,' 
shake with pumice, allow to stand, decant, add sufficient watar to 
preserve the measure, then with heat dissolve the sugar. — Afed, 
Summary, 

Asthma Mixture — 

B Tinct. lobelia* 5 v, 

Ammonii iodidi 5 i j, 

Ammonii bromidi 5 iij, 

Syr. tolutani § iij. 

M. Sig. Teaspoon ful every one, two, three or four hours. 
This gives relief in a few minutes, and sometimes the relief is per- 
manent. — FothcrgilL 

Pruritus Vulvae. — Dr. Wm. Goodell, the world-famed gyne- 
cologist of the university, recommends 

R Carbolic acid ,• • • 3 j» 

Morphine sulphate gr. x, 

Boracic acid 3 ij. 

Vaseline §ij. M. 

for pruritus vulvae; and, also, the patting of the parts with a sponge 
soaked in boiling-hot water. This is also a most excellent applica- 
tion for that rawness so often found between the thighs of the 
newl}' born. — E. J. Kempf^ M,D , in Med. Herald, 

Hair Wash. — The Medical Bulletin says the following will be 
found ver}' eflficacious, slightly stimulating and cleansing to the 
scalp: 

B Potassii iodidi 

Pulv. sodii biboratis 

Aquae ammonia? 

Tr. lyttae ves . .« 

01. rosmarini ,^ ij, 

01. myristicae 3 ij, 

Aq. cologniensis Ojv, 

01. macidis 5 iss, 

Aquae Oviij. M. 

— Medical Age. 



> aa % iss 
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Tasteless Quinine. — Dr. Dashiel, in Nashville Medical Jour- 
nal, says: "In the interniittents of children, I append a^formula 
for a tasteless preparation of quinine, which is readily taken by 
them: 

"B Quini^sulph ) ^^^;. 

Pulv. acacia ) ^ ^ 

Acid tannic grs. iij, 

Syr. simplicis fl- 3 ij. 

" M. Sig. Give half to one teaspoonful every two hours, ac- 
cording to age. 

" In the chronic intermittents of adults, we usually follow up the 
arrest of the paroxysms, by the use of one of the following tonics, 
as they may prefer, a pill or mixture. Their use should be contin- 
uously persisted in. at least, for a month: 

" R Quiniae sulph 3 j, 

Sol. arsenit. potass fl- 3 j> 

Acid sulph. dilut ) « , .. 

Syr. zinziberis f * ^ ^* 

**M. Sig. Take teaspoonful three times a day after meals. Or 
the following: 

" R Acid arseniose grs. iv, 

Strychniae sulph - grs. ij, 

CinchonidiaB sulph 3 iss, 

Ferri. sulph. exsic 3 iss. 

Aloe soc. ext 9 j. 

*• M. Ft. Pills No. 90. Sig. Take one pill three times a day 
after meals." 

Treatment of Pertussis. — M. Dujardin-Beaumetz, in his re- 
cently published Lecons de Clinique Therapeutique, recommends 
the bromides with chloral in the treatment of whooping-cough. 

He gives, morning and evening, in a glass of milk containing a 
yolk of one ^%%'i a dessert or tablespoonful (according •to the age 
of the child) of the following mixture: 

R Potass, bromid '. 3 ss, 

Sodii bromid 3 j, 

Ammonii bromid 3 ss. 

Syrup, chloral. (Fr. cod.) 5 iss, 

Aquae >^ | ij. 

M. — Med, and Surg, Rep, 

To Harden the Nipple.— 

R Acid tannic 5 iv, 

Glycerine 3 i. 

Aqua ad 3 ij. 

This strong solution of tannin acts differently from the weaker 
combinations of tannin and glycerine, as it actually tans the nip- 
ple, making it tough, resolvent and incapable of inflammation. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

. EDITORIAL NOTICES, 
The Index for the volume of 1883 was bound with our January No., 
but can be removed without mutilating: the reading matter of that issue. 

The New York Medical Jour.val and Obstetric Review, so 
long and favorably known as a monthly, is now beihg issued as a weekly 
journal. "We regard it as among the very best in our large list of ex- 
changes. 

Dr. J. Thad. Johnson, Professor of Surgery in the Southern Medica 
College, has, we regret to state, been extremely ill for some weeks past, 
and serious fears are entertained as to his recovery. His Chair in the 
College has been filled by Prof. Qeo. G. Crawford. 

A A. MELL.IER. — ^See advertisement of this splendid est&.blishment 
of St. Louis, Missouri, in this Journal. The Medical student and the 
practitioner should examine the Elliot saddle-bag, sold by this house. It 
is the best in the market. 

Credit to Whom Credit is Due.— In our January number a clinical 
report from the "Service of F. L. T, Weir, M.D., Clinical Professor of 
Dermatology, should have been credited to The Medical an<l Purgical 
Reporter, Philadelphia. 

Beautiful Samples. — We are in receipt of samples of sugar coated 
pills of quinine, etc., from the House of Wm. R Warner & Co., Phila- 
delphia. We have tested Warner's preparations and believe them to 
contain pure and select drugs, flill measure, and to be carefully prepared, 
We feel saf^in recommending them to the profession. 

The Commencement Exerofses of The Southern Medical College 
are appointed for the evening of Tuesday, February 27, 1883, at the 
Opera House in Atlanta. The degrees will be conferred by Prof. Pow- 
ell, P^ident of the Board of Trustees. The annual address will be de- 
livered by Rev. Mr. McDowell, of Atlanta. The valedictorian of the 
class is Mr. A. S. Dyer, of Georgia. 

Medical Association of GEORaiA.— The Medical Association of 
Georgfa will meet the present year on the third Wednesday of April, at 
Athens, Georgia. 

It is anticipated that there will be a large attendance, and that many 
matters of interest and importance will come up for consideration. 
Athens is a pleasant place, and renowned for the refinement, intelli- 
gence and hospitality of her citizens, and as this is the first time the 
Association has been appointed fbr that place we doubt not that the 
members will be warmly welcomed both by the citizens and the pro- 
fession. 
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Pakke, Davis & Co.~8ee the new advertiaement of this great drug 
bouse on 4th cover page. The variety, beauty and extent of their pre- 
parations are unsurpassed, and what is better, their preparations have 
an established reputation for purity and efficiency. 

This house has done more in the introduction of new therapeutic 
agents than, perhaps, all others combined, and the result of their labors 
in this department have added largely to the armamentarium of the 
practitioner. 

McKesson & Rorbins.— See the advertisement of this staunch and 
reliable house in this Journal. Their preparations are most excellent, 
and they have an established and wide-spread reputation throughout 
the entire country. Their Fills and Granules ; their Saccharated Pep- 
sin, Cod-Liver Oil, etc., are neatly and elegantly prepared, from pure 
drugs, and most admirable and convenient for the t>ractitioner. 

Khakpe & DoHME.— These reliable and enterprising manufacturing 
chemists ot Baltimore have established a widespread and deserved pop- 
ularity throughout the country, Their preparations of every kind are 
excellent, and are prepared with great care, neatness and precision. 

Shabpe & DoHME's Pocket Drug Case is among the very best in 
the market, as we have been kindly ftimished with a sample containing 
twenty -four one- drachm vials, all filled with granules and sugar-coated 
pills most beautiful to look upon, and so well assorted and graded in the 
dose as to charm the eyes and delight the heart of the practitioner. 

See advertisement of this house oh second page of our Journal. 

UNITED STATES DISPENSATORY. 
The last, or eighteenth edition of the United States Dispensatory is 
reported ready. It has been undergoing revision duiing the last three 
years, and is eaid to embrace all the late discoveries in Pharmacy, Ma- 
teria Medica and Therapeutics. It will be warmly welcomed by the 
ProfeRsion. 



THE NEW YORK CODE OF ETHICS. 

Certain of the county medical societies in New York State have tak- 
en action against the new code, while others sanction. 

The Society of the County of Kings (Brooklyn) having once instructed 
their delegates to the State Society to vote against the new code, have 
rescinded that action and instructed their delegates to vote for the new 
code. 



MARRIAGE OF PROFESSOR POWELL. 
Professor Thos. 8. Powell, our Senior Editor, having long been a 
widower, and having found, according to Scripture, that '^ It is not goo<i 
for man to be alone,'' has at length taken to himself a charming lady 
of the Old Dominion. The Doctor is known to be a great lover and 
defender of woman, and next to woman in bis heart's affections is his 
native State, Old Virginia. True to himself and to his characteristics, 
he turns, in the time of his desolation, to his native State, and in the 
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little city of Salem, noted for its charming women, its cultured and 
reAned society, its beauty of situation and its magnificent mountain 
views, he selects— in the exercise of his superior knowledge of " What 
Constitutes a true Woman ''—Mrs. Jennie Miller, a beautiful, intelligent 
and charming widow, and on the 27th December they were united in the 
holy bonds of matrimony; and thus a star from the Old Dominion is added 
to the constellations of Georgia. 

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI 

Transactions of the Medical Association of the State of Missouri, at 
its 28th Annual session held at Hannibal, May 16, 1882. A neatly got- 
ten up volume of 220 pages. 

The papers read were able and interesting. The address of Dr. W. P. 
King, the president, on the subject of Quacks and Quackery, is of special, 
interest, and must have ftirnished a rare treat to the members of the 
Association. It shows up Missouri in rather a bad light in the great 
number of Quacks with whom she is infested. 1 here are other papers 
of interest, on the following subjects : 

Phlegmasia Alba TkAen^—Schenck. Railroad Surgery— Trader. Hot 
Water Injections in Uterine Disease— /S'c/^ncA;. Diseases of Children— 
Kingsley. Cystic Degeneration of the Thyroid Gland— 3/c^te«<«r. 
Pott's Disease in the Upper Spine— /Steele. Congenital Cysts of the 
Thyroid Gland— Zt^^ar. Neuratrophia— ^tipAea. Hydrophobia— Jtfd^ 
thews. Idiopathic Sub- Acute Laryngitis— (?/a«^ot<7. Mortality among 
Puerperal Women — Hurt. Vaccination and Inoculation— J?roo^. 
Quinine : Its Use and Abuse— /)ewey. Placenta Previa— Warth. Men- 
ingocele— TTar^ A. Local Medical Organizations for Missouri— iVorW*. 
State Medicine and Medical Legislation— «Si7«ct'a/ Cot/imittee. 
Officers Elect for 1882-'83. 

President— A. E. Gore, Paris. 

Vice-Presidents— Pinckney h rench, Mexico; B. F. Brooks, Carthage ; 
P. S. Fulkeraon, Lexington ? O. D. Fitzgerald, Lathrop: F. J. Lutz, 
St. Louis. 

Becording Secretaries— C. A. Todd, St Louis ; J. H. Duncan, Co- 
lumbia. Corresponding l?ecretary— Wm. Dickinson, St. Louis. 

Treasurer— C. A. Thompson, Jefferson City. 

The next Annual meeting will beheld at Jelferson City, Cole County, 
Missouri, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 15, 16 and 17, 1883. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

Bheumatism, Gout and Some AiiLiED Disorders, by Morris Long- 
street M. D., one of the Attending Physicians of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital ; Lecturer on Pathologicid Anatomy at the Jefferson Medi- 
cal College, Philadelphia, Pa. New York : Wm. Wood ik Co,, oc. 
280 pages. 

A very interesting and instructive work treating exhaustively the 
subjects of gout and rheumatism, thier history, causes, pathology, coarse 
and symptoms, condition of skin, the urine, nervous oomplications, 
diagnosis and prognoses and treatment. Every practitioner would do 
well to procure ai^d study this work. 
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Pocket Therapeutics and Dose Book.— This is a most useful lit- 
tle work, contains Doses, Weigh tsand Measures, Abbreviations, Writing 
PrescriptlonSi Index of Diseases, Poison Antidotes, Inoompatlbles, and 
everything of the kind needed by the practitioner. Two hundred and 
forty-eight pages, pocket size ; an epitome of nearly everything. Price, 
$1.00: Q. D. Stewart A Co., Detroit, Michigan. 

Fourth Annual Report State Board of Health of Illinois, 
18S2, contains an abstract of the proceedings for 1881, and various regu- 
lar and quarterly meetings of the Board, with various interesting pa- 
pers, in relation to medical colleges, small pox, etc., etc. Gotten 
up with evident care, neatness and ability. Sent us by Dr. John H. 
Raueh, Secretary. 

Physicians' Clinical Record for Hospital and Private Prac- 
tice, with Memoranda for Examining Patients, Temperature, 
Charts, etc. Philadelphia: D. 8. Brinton, 1881. 

A well arrauged blank book wherein to make notes of cases under 
the heads of date, pulse, respiration, temperature; other symptoms, 
treatment and remarks. 



PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
The Physiology of Aix;ouolics— An address by Wm. B. Carpen- 
ter, M.D., L.L. D., F. R. 8., author of Principles of Human Physiology. 
Mental Physiology, etc., etc. New York : National Temi^erance So- 
ciety and Publishing House, 58 Read street. 

Scrofula and its Diseases— An introduction to the general path- 
ology of Scrofula, with an account of the histology, diagnosis and treat- 
ment of its glandular affections, by Fredrick Treves, T. R. C. S., Esq., 
Assistant Surgeon at the London Hospital, and late Professor of Path- 
ology at tlte Royal College of Surgeons. 

What Shall We Do for the Drunkard?— A rational view of 
the use of Brain Stimulants, by Orpheus Everts, M.D., Superlniendent 
of the Cincinnati Sanitarium ; late Superintendeut of the Indiana Hos- 
pital for the Insane, etc. Cincinnati : Robert Clarke & Co., 1883. 

Some Affections of the Organs of Respiration — In which 
the syrup of hypophosphites (Fellows') is beneficial. For the Medical 
profession, part II. London : 1883, Jas. I. Fellows, 48 Vesey street, 
New York. 



Shall-Pox.— The Small-pox excitement has subsided in Atlanta, no 
new cases having occurred for some days. The eificacy of vaccination 
is again vindicated, the thorough vaccination instituted by our city au- 
thorities during the present year and the last leaving no subiect whom 
the disease can affect 

Prevailing Diseases.— The extraordinary changes of temperature 
alterations, with dampness and rain, have tended to the production of 
bronchial and throat affections during the last two or three months. 
Occasional caseo of pneumonia with neuralgias and typho-malarial 
fevers have prevailed in many localities. 
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RECEIPTED. 

To January, 1883. -Drs. W E Coarson. J T Cleveland, T J Brasher, J W. Plum* 
raer, C D Tatroan, J B Marshall, J L Hudson, J F Price, J W Ethridge, E Y Flem- 
ming, F M Fitzhugh, L B Bouchelle, W R Chambers, L D Johnson, to Jan. '82. 

To January, 1884.--Dr8. C H Jones, R P Mathews, J J Cunningham, to April '83; 
A J Kolb, C L Griffith, to July, "SS; J E Frippe, B F Herrick, T L Turk, P C Tircuit, 
A H Redding, H J Welsh, L S Brown lee, G W Luster. J B Vandersrlflr, J T Mc- 
Dowell, J R Johnson, J O Landers, DB Hamilton. T S Parrham, J F Pou, J N Gil- 
more, to Julv,--; L H Hill, A Atkinson, J W Hoff, J H Hysel, J R Wilson, Lindsay 
<Sl Lindsay, C J Burroughs, Louis Hodden. B k Clarke, R R Lyons, Hays Bros. 

Dr. J C Terrell, to July '82 ; Dr. R D Lucius, 1882. Dr. L W Coleman, 1883. 



SPECIA.L ISTOTICES. 



PARHE, DAVIS A CO.— This magnificent Drus establishment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by unremitting perseverance and ralthfulnefaB in all their business 
interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplislied much for the progress of Medical 
i!icience and largely benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and Important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

Wn. R. WARNER A CO.— This splendid Drug establishment continues to 
maintain the confidence and support of the Medical Profession everywhere. Their 
preparations are specially commended for their purity and neatness, and for the care 
with which they are manufactured. Their beautifUl Parvules are becoming more 
and more popular, and are certainly a great convenience to the practitioner. The 
house holds a deservedly high reputation throughout the whole country. 

CKCiSRIlt A— Is a combination of drugs which meets all the requirements of a 
first-class prescription ; It is eflicient, agreeable and safe. I have used it in two oases 
of neurasthenia, with highly satisfkctory results, and shall give it still further 
trial. H. A. COTTELL, M. D., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy, Microscopy, and Medical Chemistry, University 
of Louisville, Medical Department. 

CO A-TINO-.-In regard to the COATING of McKESSON & ROBBINS' Pills, 
no improvement can be devised, no case having ever been known by us, where our 
Pills have been administered, in which the coating was undissolved. Kveiy prac- 
titioner is aware that, in some conditions of the stomach, Quinine should only be 
administered in solution, but whenever any food will be asimilated, our Pills can be 
safely advised. Our Bi-8nIphateof Quinine Pills may always be prescribed. Our 
Pills can be very easily sent by mail to physicians living in remote districts, or to 
Druggists desiring them in advance of their orders. We have wooden boxes for the 
purpose 

FARMERS and others desiring a genteel, lucrative agency business, by which 
95 to $20 a day can be earned, send address at once, on postal, to H. C. WILKINSON 
A CO., 105 and 1»7 Fulton street. New York. 

I^ISTERINE.— Now that the father of antiseptic surgery has placed carbolic 
acid under ban, and recommended eucalyptus as an efficient substitute for it, we 
would advise physicians to give IjISTERiNE a trial. Eucalyptus is one of its con- 
stituents; and the preparation, being a perfect solution, is presented in a form 
most convenient tor general xxaiQ»—lAnd9ville Medical Neivst June 25</i, 1881. 

More of WJ*1AWWT*H SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to dilTerent parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the manLet. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A, A. MELLIER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

Pinna Canndenala.— Dsab Sib— Your Kennedy's Pinus Canadensis has an- 
swered an admirable purpose in two cases of catarrh of the bowels, and I want more 
Immediately, and now ask that you send me half-doxen bottles by first express. 

W. N. CLINE, M. D. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



REFLEX-NEUROSES AND NOSE DISEASES: CON- 
TRIBUTION TO NASSAL SURGERY. 



By Dr. Wilhklm Hauck, 
Privat-dooent In the Freiburg University. Translated by J. Edwin Mlcheal, M. D. 



MUSC^ VOLITANTKS AND SUPRA-ORniTAL NEURALGIA. 

Case 4 is that of a patient — otherwise perfectly healthy — who, 
after twenty-two years military service,on purely personal grounds 
left the army and sought civic employment. He was certainly not 
of a ''neurophatic disposition." Patient was never really sick ; his 
only complaint was attacks of coryza,from which he very frequently 
suffered. During the last few years he had observed that the 
attacks of cor3'za occurred less frequently, but on the other hand 
a new symptom gradually made its appearance ; a suddenly be- 
ginning glimmering before the eyes in the form of brilliant zig-zag 
lines and curves, which remained for hours, and was accompanied 
by typical supra-orbital neuralgia. The attacks were growing 
more frequent and more severe, so that they interfered very mate- 
rially with his business. With much trouble I discovered in the 
otherwise perfectly normal nasal cavity, on the left inferior turbi- 
nated bone, a small patch of deep red granulations, very sensitive 
when touched by the sound. These I cauterised with the galvano- 
caustic at a single sitting. Since then his attacks ceased and have 
not again returned. 

In this case there are several points of intere*it: Note the de- 
pendence of the bilateral attacks on a unilateral nose aiTection. 

Bearing upon the connection between the symptoms described 
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above and the nose trouble, I have been able to find only one case 
recorded in which there was presumably a similar connection, in 
which,however,no corresponding therapeutic measures were taken. 

Long before I had busied myselt with these conditions I was 
led by a sort of argumentum ad hominem to assume this inter 
dependence. In my own case there occurs a short attack of 
musccB volitantes in the form of the well-known ''fortification 
line" as the precursor of a cold in the head, and the attack gener- 
ally ends with repeated sneezing. 

These circumstances are, however, as I believe, susceptible of a 
-much broader interpretation. It is not unthinkable that we occa- 
sionally see cases of amblyopia and amaurosis whose origin can be 
found in reflex nasal irritation. The literature of the day gives 
this idea analogical support. Very striking are the reflexes brought 
about in sensitive persons by inhalations of powdered ipecacuanha; 
we sometimes see bronchial asthma, sometimes also amblyopia 
and transient amaurosis. (Thamhayn, Dyce Duckworth). Ob- 
servations are also tolerably numerous in which pathological irri- 
tation of other branches of the trigeminus have produced reflex 
amaurosis, which could only be cured after the causative irritation 
had been removed. (Mackensie, Hutchinson, Campbell and others.) 

A word more in regard to the accompanying supra-orbital pain. 
It is interesting to note that in this case a typical neuralgia with 
characteristic symptoms — the point of greatest pain at the supra- 
orbital foramen was very decided — was cured by operative re- 
moval of a nasal trouble. As it is well-known this neuralgia has 
been associated by several authors (Mandach, SeeligmuUer, 
and others) with catarrhal inflammation of the frontal sinuses. I 
do not see the necessity of this hypothesis and believe that many 
things mentioned by these authors can be better explained by the 
assumption of the reflex nature of the trouble as a result of disease 
of the nasal cavity. But I cheerfully admit that the question could 
only have been definitely settled by a careful rhinoscopic examin- 
ation of the posterior nares. The greater, therefore, is my regret 
that the writers mentioned, in the richness of their material — Man- 
dach could have compared 82 cases — did not communicate their 
results from this point of view. Zuckenkandl has examined 
the sinuses of the skull in 150 cases and found that the antrum of 
Highmore is most frequently affected with catarrh, after that the 
«penoidal sinuses and least frequent of all the frontal sinuses. 

Ciliary Neuralgia. 

Patient No. 5 had been operated on for nasal polypus not less 
than twelve times, the operation being always done with lorceps. 
The development of each relapse was announced, long before nota- 
ble stenosis had been produced by attacks of severe pain, which 
the patient localised partly in the lower eyelid but chiefly in the 
eyeball on both sides. I extirpated the polypi, whose presence in 
no wise interfered with respiration, with the galvano-caustic snare, 
and besides that thoroughly cauterized their bases. Immediately 
after the operation the patient had one ol his former attacks lasting 
several minutes, but he has been entirely free from them since. 
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Pain in the Eyelids. 

The sixth patient suffered at first with very frequent attacks of 
coryza, but later during the intervals of the attacks with pains in 
the angle of the right eye, radiating into the upper and lower lid. 
The diagnosis was here very easy. There was a considerable 
thickening of the mucous membrane over the right lower turbina- 
ted bone, which had nevertheless produced no appreciable steno- 
sis of that side of the nares. After a few cauterisations, which on 
account of the incredible terror of the patient, could not be thor- 
oughly done, the subcutaneous pains completely vanished and, a fact 
of great interest, the attacks of coryza became much less frequent. 

Cephalalgia. 

Under this head I might include two cases in which the patients 
complained of persistent pain and sense of pressure over the front 
part of the head — these troubles not assuming the character of 
hemicrania or neuralgia. 

In the first case (7) the patient, a gentleman in the thirties, in 
addition to the before- mentioned symptoms, complained of attacks 
-of severe pain, which, beginning at the upper part of the nose, 
radiated backward toward the base of the skull (probably follow- 
ing the course of nervus spinosus trigemini). In examining the 
nose from the front I discovered a decided thickening of the mu- 
cosa over the right middle turbinated bone. But in attempting to 
examine by way of the mouth, I met with an apparently msuper- 
able irritability. The patient vomited and strangled before the in- 
strument had touched any of the parts; sol satisfied myself as 
best I could wiih what I had gained by the anterior examination, 
•cauterized the mucous thickening and had the satisfaction to see the 
frontal pain and sense of pressure vanish. The peculiar pain in 
the roof of the pharynx, however, remained as severe as ever. As 
the last-named complaint after several weeks seemed to get no 
l>etter, but on the contrary to grow worse, I again undertook to 
make a posterior examination, and after several vain attempts, 
-which about used up all my patience, I at last succeeded. I dis- 
covered in the left cavity a polypus as large as a hazlenut. The 
patient by this time was so well trained that I undertook the ex- 
tirpation of the polypus through the mouth with the galvano- 
caustic loop with the result of immediate disappearance of all the 
•subjective symptoms. In a few months there was a relapse. Af- 
ter the second removal I thouroughly cauterized the base. Since 
that time no returning of subjective or objective symptoms. 

I cannot abstain from calling attention to this case as an illustra- 
tion that the most exquisite sensitiveness of the faucial parts can- 
not present an insuperable obstacle to posterior rhinoscopy. One 
should not allow himself to be discouraged by repeated failure as 
was formerly too often the case with myself. 

The following case (8) deserves consideration, because it touches 
upon the question as to whether nasal affections may not be wor- 
thy study from the psychiatric point of view. This patient had 
for many years suffered froVii numberless attacks of coryza. Grad- 
ually the frontal pain and head pressure, which accompanied the 
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attacks, began to persist during the intervals, thereby greatly in^ 
terfering with the mental work to which the patient, on account 
of his calling, exclusively devoted himself. His memory became 
poor, so that, (as he admitted to me only long after his cure), he 
suftered with the fixed idea that he was afflicted with a brain dis- 
ease, became morose and looked to the future with the darkest 
forebodings. Many of the physicians whom he consulted had 
prescribed tonics and many other remedies but had left the nose 
trouble to take care of itself Upon examination with a short 
speculum the nostrils on both sicles appeared to be free. Upon 
dilatation, however, and the use of Markusoruski's long armed 
speculum, I discovered hanging down in the middle meatus on 
both sides a mass of polypi of all sizes. I removed them at sever- 
al sittings with loop, forceps and galvano-caustic. There followed 
cure of all the subjective symptoms, return of the memory and 
such a gay and cheerful view of life that the patient felt himself 
completely transformed. 

Pain in one Side of the Face. 

I report the following case (9) with reserve: The patient, a 
middle-aged married woman, related that she had suffered for 
years with very severe pain in the left side of the face. The at- 
tacks, against which heretofore the patient had been powerless, 
except for such small relief as she could get from very hot appli- 
cations, became less frequent, whilst there was developed much 
more frequent and severe attacks of frontal pain. Finally the pain 
in the face was entirely relieve d but on the other hand the frontal 
pain and sense of pressure became permanent. 1 found rhino- 
scopically on the side corresponding to the former face pain, v'z: 
the right over the middle turbinated bone, a peculiar tuberculated 
surface which looked as if it were sown over with numerous small 
papillomata. The left nasal passage was on the other hand com- 
pletely normal. I cauterized the right middle turbinated bone 
thoroughly in two consecutive sittings. She promptly lost the 
frontal pain and sense of pressure without any return of the pain 
in the face. Now I believe that this last probably had its origin 
in contemporaneous nasal affection and could have been cured in 
the same way, but naturally I am not in a position to prove this, 
assumption. 

I will now pass to the discussion of certain single reflex neuro- 
ses which seem to me to have had their origin in aftections of the 
pharyngo-nasal cavity. 

Spasm of the Glottis. 

In this case (10) the patient was a completely healthy physician 
free from any neuropathic disposition. After he had suftered from 
night-mare he would be awakened by threatening attacks of spasm 
of the glottis accompanied by a high grade of dyspnoea. The at- 
tacks were short in duration and passed of!' spontaneously. Pos- 
terior rhinoscopy showed considerable injection of the mucous, 
membranes of the naso-pharyngeal cavity, and collection of mucus 
in this part. Treatment: Pencilling tjie part with lunar caustic 
several times repeated. Afterwards he was for a long time free 
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from attacks. They returned, however, with an attack of catarrhal 
iingina from which the patient suftered. Since that there has 
been no recurrence whatever. This case occurred very oppor- 
tunely. I had in a former work advanced the hypothesis that 
reflex spasm of the glottis could perhaps occasionally have its 
point of irritation in nasal or naso-pharyngeal cavity. At that 
time I was able only to support my assumption by an experiment 
in which, with a very sensitive patient, I was able to produce clos- 
ure of the glottis by touching normal nasal mucous membranes 
-with a sound. The spasm continued several seconds arid could 
only be relieved by a powerful expiration. 

Fauci AL Cough and Vomitinc;. 

I have selected the following case (11) from a not inconsiderable 
number of observations, because it most exactly demonstrates the 
reflex troubles under consideration. 

The patient, a physician, complained, though his stomach was 
most excellent, of a continual tickling cough produced by a con- 
stant sensation of having a foreign body in the pharynx, and espe- 
-cially upon rising in the morning he would be attacked with vom- 
iting. On the posterior pharyngeal wall there were a few granu- 
lations, but in the clefts behind the tonsils on both sides there were 
TOWS of deep red granulations which reached up to the naso-phar- 
yngeal cavity. I cauterized them with the galvano-caustic. The 
tickling cough ceased during the second sitting, after which all the 
other troubles passed away. , 

These important reflexes seem to me to have been too little con- 
sidered; although C. Mitchel and others have called attention to 
them. I have had a few cases to treat, in which the patients, on 
account of the continual vomiting, were thoroughly convinced 
that they were suflfering from stomach trouble and were treated 
by their physicians accordingly. A single galvano-caustic opera- 
tion was generally suflUcient to remove all the trouble. But even 
in these cases where there was only coughing and hawking, and 
this generally only in the mornings, the patients could not express 
the relief which followed the painless operations so immediately. 
Here, also, I made the observation that the troublesome symptoms 
were produced not so much by granulations of the pars oralis — 
which in numberless individuals produce no inconvenience — as by 
granulations, which, in all their extent, can only be seen with the 
^id of the mirror. 

I have had occasion to examine in this respect several pregnant 
women who suffered severely from vomiting. These presented 
typical granulation rows along the sides of the pharynx. I could 
not carry out the indicated operative procedure. Whether at a 
time when, as is well known, the reflexes are generally in a most 
•exalted condition, these troubles may depend upon the increased 
reflex irritability of these pharyngeal granulations, and whether 
the hyperemesis of pregnancy can be prevented by a simple oper- 
tion more promptly than it can he, according to Fried ruch, with 
hromide of potassium, are questions well worthy of further study. 
— Maryland Medical yournal 
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LUPUS EXEDENS, WITH THE HISTORY OF A CASE 

SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY THE USE 

OF THE SOLAR RAY CAUTERY. 



By O. V. Thayer, M.D. 
Read before the San Franclsoo Coanty Medical Society. 



Lupus is a chronic inflammation of the skin, appearing in the^ 
shape of. external tubercles, of different sizes, singly or in clusters, 
of a livid red color and indolent character, followed either by ich- 
orous ulcers, which become covered with brownish and usually 
very adherent scales (lupus exedens), or by extensive changes in 
the structure of the skin, but without ulcerations (lupus non- 
exedens). 

This disease is generally confined to the face. It may attack at 
once or in succession several regions of the body. The two varie^ 
ties which have been indicated are very distinct in their external 
appearances, and, also, require diflerent modes of treatment. Lupus- 
exedens is generally developed on the alae, or tip of the nose. It 
makes its appearance as a small tubercle of a dusky red color^ 
whose progress is usually tardy; sometimes as a chronic inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane of the nasal fossae. A thin scab- 
or crust then forms at the opening of the nostrils. This is removed* 
and a second and thicker one succeeds. An ulcer, in fact, has been< 
formed, and soon extends to the alaee oi the nose. 

Under other circumstances, a livid purple tint and some swel- 
ling of the end of the nose are the first symptoms of the disease 
observable. 

The redness increases, a superficial sore is formed, which be- 
comes covered with a scab and the ulcer extends in depth. It may~ 
be confined to only one of the alaj, which swells, becomes painful 
and of a purple hue, while the other remains free from disease. 
A slight ulcer then forms and becomes covered with a little scab. 
This the patient commonly picks off, when it is replaced by a 
thicker one, under which the ulcerative process continues to go on,, 
the scab being found to increase in thickness every time it is re- 
moved. The skin, and, occasionally, the cartilage, is silently de- 
stroyed and an ulcer of bad character, from which a fetid, sero- 
purulent discharge is poured out, is at length discovered, as if by 
accident, established under the scab. The ravages committed by 
this disease vary extremely. 

Almost the whole of the nose disappears in one instance, and 
the point only suffers a little in another, in which case it often* 
looks as if a piece had been removed by a cutting instrument. 

When such ulcers have been arrested and healed up, new tuber- 
cles occasionally form on or near the cicatrices, and the part& 
which had been spared originally may be entirely destroyed by a- 
renewal of the ulcerative process, and even the whole nose and 
septum may vanish before its destructive influence. 

Sometimes, if the disease is interfered with, it seems to acquire 
new energy. 
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Incrustations, which are attended with acute pains and grow 
very thick, in the course of a few days form in the interior of the 
nasal fossaE^ whence a puriforin fluid distils, and the point of the 
nose is rapidly destroyed. 

The disease seems, every now and then, to be advancing towards 
recovery, when the part that was almost cicatrized turns to a livid 
red, is attacked anew with painful ulceration and is covered with 
a thick scab, under which the destructive inflammation make^ 
rapid progress. 

In lupus exedens of the skin of the nose, the mucous membrane 
of the nasal fossse is almost always aftected with chronic inflam- 
mation. In some rare cases the septum is even destroyed before 
the outer surface of the nose is implicated. 

The tubercles of lupus exedens are occasionally evolved -near 
the commissure of the lip, ending in partial destruction of the 
parts by the shrinking of the cicatrices. When the disease gets 
well the opening of the mouth is apt to be considerably dimin- 
ished. 

The lower eyelid is occasionally attacked, ending in great de- 
formity, the lid receding from the eyeball. The eyeball, in this 
case, being imperfectly protected, inflames, the conjunctiva thick- 
ens, the cornea loses its transparency and, by-and-by, becomes so 
dim that blindness follows. 

The cicatrices which follow the healing of lupus ulcerations of- 
ten result in the forming of white bands, stretching from the parts 
where the mischief began to those in the vicinity, and similar in 
appearance to the cicatrices that follow extensive burns. 

Lupus exedens often continues for years, committing frightful 
ravages without the general health appearing to sufler to any great 
extent. 

Luptis non-exedens does not ulcerate; but, on the contrary, the 
skin undergoes great structural change independent of ulceration. 
But I do not deem it advisable to discuss this variety of the disease 
in this paper. 

Causes. — Lupus is, happily, a disease of rare occurrence. It 
seems more common in the country than in large towns, and to at- 
tack women more frequently than men. 

Low, damp localities, wanting in sunlight, with poor, badly 
cooked food, predispose to this disease. Scrofulous children are, 
of all individuals, the most obnoxious to its attacks, yet it un- 
doubtedly occurs among the robust, who have lived in the enjoy- 
ment of good health. It rarely shows itself at the age of nf4;y. 
The disease is not contagious, and is seldom seen in the better 
class of society. 

Prognosis. Under ordinary treatment, lupus is always a very 
obstinate disease. Months and even years elapse before it yields 
to treatment. The earlier the period of its existence the more hope 
of success as to treatment prescribed. 

So long as the cicatricesj[remain soft, bluish, and convey to the 
finger something of a feeling of fluctuation, and so long as they 
are surrounded with tubercles of different sizes, there are grounds 
to apprehend renewed attacks of erosive inflammation, in which 
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•case the tubercles ulcerate and the cicatrices already formed are 
not long in again becoming open. 

Trkatment: The first indication in commencing the treatment 
of lupus is to endeavor to modify the general condition by appro- 
priate remedies. The patient should at once be placed under the 
very best of hygienic influences and proper regimen. The system 
should be built up, as it were. The disease itself is, at the same 
time, to be combatted by such external and internal remedies as 
appear to exert a salutary influence in the development and pro- 
gress of tubercles and the ulcerative process. Among these are 
the preparations of iron, iron with bitter compounds, preparations 
of io'dine, mineral waters, sulphur baths. The bath of pure hot 
water is of more benefit in my estimation than medicated ones. 

These should be used often and regularly, two or three times a 
day. The food should be of good quality, well cooked, and taken 
every six hours. A residence in a dry and bracing atmosphere is 
a powerful modifier of the constitution. 

Among local applications to the ulcerating surfaces, caustics 
have generally been relied upon — such as the nitrate of silver, 
potassa fusa, butter of antimony, super-nitrate of mercury, arsen- 
ical powders and paste, the actual cautery, and last, but not least, 
the Solar Ray Cautery. 

When the disease is extensive, the cauterization should be done 
with great caution. It should be confined to a single part and ex- 
tended, successive!}', to the whole of the affected surfaces. When 
the ulcers are covered with scabs, they must be removed or got 
rid of by means of poultices. 

During the treatment patients should avoid exposure to heat or 
rigorous cold and dampness. For want of attention to this simple 
precaution, cicatrices tnat appeared sound have frequently been 
seen to open out afresh. When the disease is accompanied with 
any evident functional disturbance, this must be remedied by ap- 
propriate means. 

Having great confidence in the curative qualities of the Solar 
Ray Cautery, I determined to treat the first decided case that came 
under my observation by this means. I had not long to wait an 
opportunity. 

Mrs. B , aged 40, of Nevada, consulted me in the month of 

June last. She was suflTering from a disease of the nose and up- 
p^ lip, which made its appearance tw^o years before, commencing 
in the septum of the nose, resembling an ordinary cold-sore. In 
the following September the disease had extended into the anterior 
nares, ala», tip of the nose and upper lip. The skin of the nose 
seemed spongy, not unlike a pin-cushion. A pin or needle could 
be thrust into it without pain; a little blood would follow the 
pricking, with a slight oozing of watery fluid afterward. 

In December following the patient came to this city for medical 
treatment. At this time the disease covered the right side of the 
nose, extending upward one-half the distance to the and down the 
lip near its margin. She was under treatment from this time to 
the next April, receiving, however, but little benefit. 

At times the disease seemed to be improving, but soon to be fol- 
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lowed by an aggravation of all the symptoms. Ilird liim 15, as 
large as a pea or bean, formed under the skin, which soon softened 
^nd ulcerated, discharging pus, to be followed sooner or later by 
41 thick scab. From December to April many remedies were ap- 
plied to the diseased parts. Some of them produced the most in- 
tense pains, lasting for hours. She informed me that the greatest 
relief and benefit was received from the use of an ointment pre- 
scribed by an old woman, the composition of which she was 
ignorant of. 

At the time she ca ne under my care the disease was confined 
mostly to the upper lip, directly under the nose, .which was occu- 
pied by ulcers secreting pus. The anterior nares were red, the 
mucous membrane extremely vascular and thickened. The skin 
in the immediate neighborhood of the disease had a dark bluish 
tint and roughened appearance. This was the status of the disease 
after two years of unsuccessful treatment by physicians of this 
city and elsewhere. 

With a powerful lens with a focal diameter of three lines, having 
a clear sky, an unobstructed sunlight, (the great essentials in the 
success of the Solar Ray Cautery,) I most thoroughly cauterized 
the diseased surface. This was accomplished in three minutes 
time. The cauterization was not very painful while using the lens, 
although I burned the skin to a crisp. All pain ceased immedi- 
ately after the removal of the glass. This has been my experience 
in nearly all of the cases operated upon with the Solar Ray. 

I dressed the burned surface with Zinc Ointment, over which 
-was applied a compress wet in a 5% solution of carbolic acid. The 
next day there was more or less swelling of the lip. The parts 
seemed tender and inflamed. Thirty-six hours after the operation 
an improved condition was visible. The discoloration of the nose 
and lip disappeared rapidly from day to day, and within less than 
tw(» weeks the patient presented herself at my oflfice with the ul- 
cerative surfaces most thoroughly healed, and, as you may well 
anticipate, a verj' grateful and happy patient. — Pac, Med. and 
Surg. yournaL 

PREMATURE DELIVERY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 

BLINDNESS. 



By Edward G. Loring, M.D., New York. 



So far as I know, and so far as I have been able to inform my- 
self by inquiries among my professional brethren, premature de- 
livery for the sole purpose of preventing blindness has never, up 
to the present time, been performed, or even advocated. 

In suggesting any new remedy, or remedial procedure, espe- 
cially in so conservative an art as medicine, two things ought to 
be considered: first, whether there is any necessity for the remedy 
proposed, and, secondly, whether the advantages attending its 
adoption will outweigh the evil effects which existed before the 
remedy was suggested. 

First, as to the necessity of the operation. 
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It has been long known that pregnant women, especially toward 
the end of gestation, were liable to suffer from a disturbance of 
vision, which might vary from the slightest deterioration to a total 
and permanent blindness. 

Physicians were well aware of this fact before the true condition 
of retinitis albuminuria, or ureemic amaurosis, was known — that 
is to say, prior to the time of Bright, and long before the inven- 
tion of the ophthalmoscope. 

The fact, therefore, admitted, that possible, and, under some 
conditions, inevitable blindness may ensue, the question reduces 
itself to the simple inquiry whether premature delivery is ever jus- 
tifiable either for the restoration or the preservation of sight. 

It appears to the writer that there are not a few cases in which 
it is not only justifiable, but where the true principles of sound 
practice demand its adoption. 

The reasons for this belief will, perhaps, be better explained by 
the following cases, which are cited simply as useful examples of 
what may happen, and not unfrequently does happen, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, in the experience of every physician and ocu- 
list. 

The following case is reported by Mr. Robert Lee, the particu- 
lars being furnished to him by Mr. Bowman. 

On the 7th of December Mr. Bowman was consulted by a lady 
who was pregnant, and "who had rather suddenly lost her sight 
in great measure." The urine was found to be excessively loaded 
with albumen. At Mr. Bowman's suggestion the patient consulted 
Mr. Paget and Dr. West, who anticipated, Mr. Bowman says, as 
he did himself, "that the confinement would be attended with con- 
vulsions of a dangerous character." On the 9th of January, or one 
month later, the patient had a premature confinement of a male 
foetus, which was still-born. The patient gradually regained her 
health and strength, but Mr. Bowman regrets to state that the 
sight has only partially returned. 

The first thing which strikes one here is that there was a perma- 
nent loss of vision, and the question arises whether something- 
might not have been done to prevent it. It is stated that on the 
7th of December the patient had rather suddenly lost her sight,, 
and. if there ever was a chance of saving it, it was by getting rid 
of the cause as soon as possible, as it is universally acknowledged 
by all oculists that the sooner the delivery takes place the better 
the prognosis for sight. Nothing, however, was done, notwith- 
standing the fact that the three attending physicians, all men of 
great eminence, had announced that they anticipated that when 
the confinement did take place it would be attended with danger- 
ous convulsions. 

No action, however, was taken, and the woman would have 
been allowed to remain blind to the end of her term unless nature 
had stepped in with a premature birth. At any rate, she was al- 
lowed to remain blind for an entire month, with the urine loaded 
with albumen; and what a month's delay, under these circum- 
stances, will, and often does produce in so delicate a tissue as that 
ot the retina and optic nerve is too well known to need any corn- 
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ment. Would it not have been better practice — nay, was it not 
the bounden duty of the surgeons in a case in which a great de- 
gree of blindness was actually present, and danger to life antici- 
pated, to have produced premature delivery, and not wr.ited for 
an entire month for the chance intervention of nature, and to have, 
in the end, to regret that "the sight had only partially been re- 
stored"? Does not the mere fact that the sight did partially re- 
turn after the patient had lost it for a month show that if the 
delivery had taken place earlier there would have been every 
chance of its being fully restored? and is the sight of a woman in 
the prime of life of so little account that no effort should bt made^ 
or no risk run, to preserve it, especially when it is anticipated that, 
later on, there will be danger to her life itself? 

The literature for the last half century, as everybody is aware, 
is full of such cases, and that related above is cited simply for 
purposes of illustration. 

The following case, by Mr. Lawson, is a sad example of the 
misery which may be entailed upon a patient by recurrent attacks 
of blindness occurring in successive pregnancies: 

P, S., aged forty-one, applied to the hospital on December 2d 
of this year, suffering from the following amaurotic symptoms: 
She was the mother of nine children, six of whom were then liv- 
ing. She said that in the second month of her pregnancy with 
htr eighth child her sight began to fail her, and continued to get 
worse until the termination of her pregnancy. She could then 
only see large objects; she could not count fingers, nor tell a man 
from a woman. She could merely see that something large was 
in front of her. After the birth of her child her sight began to 
improve, but not until after she had begun regularly to suckle it; 
and in three months time she was able to read her Bible, the print 
of which was about the size of No. 10 Jasger, and she could not 
only see to do needle- work, but actually did it In this state she 
continued for two years, when she again became pregnant with 
her ninth child, and her sight, at about the second month, again 
began to fail her, and continued to diminish until, at the ninth 
month, she could see no more than she did at the time of her pre- 
vious confinement. After the birth of this child her sight only 
slighly improved compared with the improvement which followed 
the birth of the previous one. This she attributes to the fact ot 
her being unable to suckle her child on account of her bad health. 
She regained, however, sufliicient vision to be able to walk about 
unguided pnd to carry her child with her in the streets; and, al- 
though she could easily distinguish the faces of her friends, still 
she had not suflicient sight to be able to read or write. Eighteen 
months have elapsed, and she is now pregnant with her tenth 
child. The increased impairment of vision came on about the 
second month as on the two previous occasions, but her sight has. 
failed her this time mnch more rapidly, and on that account she 
applied to the hospital. 

She is now six months advanced in pregnancy, and the follow- 
ing is the condition of her sight : 

Right £ye, — No perception of light; pupil fixed, widely dilated. 
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Left Eye. — Is unable to count fingers, but at eight inches can 
just make out the hand; pupil dilated, but with a very slight range 
of action. 

Examined with the Ophthalmoscope. — The optic entrance looks 
small, of a bluish pearly white; the arteries appear like mere 
threads, while the veins are very large. 

She suffers now, and has suffered during her pregnancies, with 
pain at the top and back of her head. The least noise "seems to 
bewilder her," and she arises in the morning with headache. She 
has no loss of power in any of her limbs, but looks thin and haggard, 
having the appearance of one who has gone through much trouble. 

A striking feature in this case, and one which is thought to be 
uncommon, though it is by no means so rare as is supposed, is that 
the vision began to fail so early in the pregnancy — that is, about 
the second month — and that it occurred in three successive preg- 
nancies at this time. Now, notwithstanding this fact, and that 
with each pregnancy there was an additional and serious incr'^ase 
in the loss of the sight, the patient was allowed to go through 
three successive pregnancies until she became totally blind without 
an effort being made to prevent it. No wonder she looked, as the 
reporter of the case cxpie^ses it, "thin and haggard, having the 
appearance of one who has gone through much trouble." 

To be blind at forty-one with eight or ten children to look after 
is not a cheerful prospect for any woman. To be allowed to be- 
come so through a succession of years would seem, if possible, 
only to add to the misery. Other cases precisely similar might be 
cited here, as they are familiar to every accoucheur. 

Such being the condition of affairs, when matters are left to 
themselves, it remains to be seen what occuri^ when interference, 
cither natural or artificial, takes place, and in illustrating this I 
would briefly cite another case from Mr. Lee : 

On the 29th of January, 1883, Mr. Lee saw a young lady in the 
third month of her pregnancy. She was suffering at that time 
from sensitiveness in the region of the uterus, sickness of stomach, 
and general nervous irritability ; the pulse, however, was not very 
rapid, and there were no symptonis to excite alarm. 

On March the 21st, or two months later, he received a note from 
Mr. Bowman desiring a^ consultation, as the patient had consulted 
him for defective vision. "The urine was loaded with albumen, 
and there was a destructive disease going on in the coats of the 
eye." As the patient was in the sixth month of her pregnancy, 
and as she seemed to be threatened with convulsions, and espe- 
pecially as these symptoms became urgent in the following three 
days, premature delivery was proposed by Mr. Lee, as he believed 
the affection of the kidneys and eyes arose from the pregnancy. 
Before, however, having recourse to this, it was considered proper 
to hold a consultation with Dr. Robert Ferguson, who thought it 
unadvisable to induce premature labor, "chiefly on the grouna that 
the life of the child would necessarily be sacrificed, as the preg- 
nancy had not advanced beyond the sixth month." It was detev- 
mined, in consequence of this opinion, not to interfere, but to wait 
and see what course the disease would take. 
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On April loth, or three weeks later, there was an attack ot con- 
vulsions; and, as these were sufficient to excite apprehensions that 
fatal puerperal convulsions would take place, it was considered 
proper, after a second consultation, that premature labor should be 
induced immediately. This was successfully performed, and, with 
occasional drawbacks, the patient continued to recover for the next 
ten days, when she could distinctly see the figures on the dial of a 
watch. 

The happy result in this case and the restoration to vision were, 
it cannot be denied, due to the induction of premature delivery, 
which removed the cause producing the Joss of sight; and the 
only criticism to be made is that it was not induced as speedily as 
it should have been, since the operation was delayed until danger- 
ous convulsions had already taken place, notwithstanding the fact 
that precisely this result had been anticipated, and in spite, also, of 
the fact that "a destructive disease was going on in the coats of 
the eye, and that the urine was at the same time loaded with albu- 
men." Neither would \i seem that the reason given for the deLay 
— that the life of the child would be sacrificed — was a good and 
sufficient one, since, from the very nature of the trouble and the 
condition of the mother, there was every reason to suppose that, 
sooner or later, not only the life of the child was sure to be sacri- 
ficed, as it ultimately was, but also that of the mothe;* would be 
imperiled. Here, too, the question narrows itself to whether the 
possible life of a sickly child ought to outweigh the probable loss 
of sight in the mother, and whether it is good practice, or even 
justifiable, to run such a risk. — H, T. Med, Journal. 



THE TREATMENT OF ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 



There are few, if any. subjects more trite than this, and the say- 
ing that the disease which has the greatest number of "sure cures" 
is the least amenable to treatment, finds in rheumatism its aptest 
illustration. 

Rheumatism has for ages been the battle ground of pathologists 
and therapeutics. An article on the subject, by Dr. Roberts Bar- 
tholow, in the Medical Record, while it contains no reference to 
any new drug or new method of administering any drug, never- 
theless makes a very helpful division of the classes of patients who 
are the subjects of rheumatism. This division, if it shall prove 
correct, will aid very materially in the intelligent selection of drugs 
in the treatment of this affection. It recognizes three groups of 
persons who are subject to rheumatic arthritis: 

1st Spare persons of considerable bodily vigor, good muscular 
development, and having a distinct family history of neurotic or 
rheumatismal disorders. 

2d. Obese subjects, addicted to malt liquors and good living, 
sometimes with — more often without — an inherited predisposition 
to rheumatic diseases; the gelatinous descendants of albuminous 
parents, as they have been entitled. 

3d. The feeble, pale, anaamic subject, depressed by poor diet, 
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and even hygienic surroundings, including dampness and bad air. 

"No one." says Dr. Bartholow, "can treat cases of rheumatism 
successfully unless he recognizes the type before him, and adopts 
his remedies accordingly." 

In the first class of cases he prescribes salicylic acid or the sali- 
cylate of soda. He has no theory to account for the action of this 
drug or for its superiority to others in this class of cases. In view 
of the special liability to relapses in this class of cases the remedy- 
should be continued for several days after the acute symptoms 
have subsided. 

In the second class of cases there is a tendency to a form of acid 
indigestion, and they are those in which the alkaline treatment has 
been found most valuable. In view of the diverse conceptions 
which obtain in regard to what constitutes the alkaline treatment, 
Dr. Bartholow quotes with his approval the plan as understood by 
Dr. Fuller, the author of an excellent work on rheumatism : 

"By the 'alkaline treatment,'" says Dr. Fuller, "I mean a plan 
of treatment in which alkalies play an important part, but which 
consists not only in the administration of alkalies, but in the care- 
ful regulation of the secretions, the strictest attention to diet, and 
the administration of tonics, such as quinine and bark, as soon as 
the patient can bear them. * * * * My practice is to give 
not less than an ounce and a half of the alkaline carbonates, either 
alone or in combination with a vegetable acid, during the first 
twenty-four hours of treatment * * * More commonly two 
drachms are ordered to be taken in efervescence every three or four 
hours, in combination with an ounce of lemon-juice, or with a drachm 
of citric acid dissolved in four ounces of water. At the same 
time, if the bowels are torpid, ten grains of colocynth and calo- 
mel pill (British Pharm.) are prescribed at bed time. As soon as 
the urine, when freshly voided, ceases to show an acid reaction — 
which is usually the case after twenty- four hours — the quantity of 
the alkali is diminished by one-half, six drachms only being ad- 
ministered during the succeeding twenty-four hours. At the ex- 
piration of that time, if the urine remains alkaline, three drachms 
only are given in the next twenty-four hours ; and on the fourth 
day, if the urine still shows an alkaline reaction, the form of the 
medicine is altogether changed. The treatment ceases to be essen- 
tially alkaline; either a cinchona draught is ordered to be taken 
three times a day, containing a scruple or a half drachm of bicar- 
bonate of potash — a little more or a little less, according to the 
condition of the urine, which should be kept nearly neutral— or 
three grains of quinine dissolved in lemon-juice is given three times 
a day in eflTervescence, with half a drachm of bicarbonate of pot- 
ash or soda. ***** The diet is restricted to beef tea or 
broth, with soda-water and milk, and barley-water as a drink, as 
the smallest quantity of solid food, given a day before the tongue 
has thoroughly cleaned, is apt to induce a recurrence of the 
disease. Wine and spirits are strictly forbidden, though experi- 
ence has convinced me that wine and spirits prove less hurtful 
than the smallest quantity of solid food." 

The third class of cases is numerically the most important, be- 
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sides being also those in which vicious results are most liable to 
develop, cardiac complications being relatively frequent. The de- 
pressing ejects of salicylic acid and alkalines are to be avoided in 
these. 

To Dr. Russ**-ll Reynolds, of London, is due the introduetion of 
the most successful drug in this class of cases: Tincture of the 
chloride of iron. It must be given in full doses — 3 ss to g j — prop- 
erly diluted, every four to eight hours. It lessens the swelling and 
pain in the joints, lowers the fever, diminishes the tendency to 
lieart complications; and, above all, sustains the vital powers in 
their struggle against the encroachment of the rheumatic dis- 
ease. 

The treatment as above outlined does not prevent a resort to 
l)listers, and indeed the author speaks of them as deserving care- 
ful consideration. It is a remarkable fact, he says, that blistering 
brings about a neutral or alkaline condition of the urine. The 
usual method of blistering is by means of cantharides, and the 
plans of their application have been Various, ranging from a small 
blister over and in the neighborhood of the joint, to a complete 
zone encircling it. We have found in our experience that the 
application of a tartar emetic ointment ( 3 j to Jj ) is much to be 
preferred to cantharides. It is more cleanly, less disagreeable to 
the patient, and more speedy in the relief it brings. The appear- 
ance of the characteristic pustules is usually attended by immedi- 
ate amelioration of pain. — Medical Age. 



LOOK OUT FOR YOUR SOFT CATHETERS. 



By Hiram Nance, M. D., Kbwaneb, III. 

On the 8th of January, I was telegraphed to from Cambridge, 
the county seat of Henry county, distance twenty miles, to visit 

an old acquaintance of mine, R. D. K , Esq. In the telegram 

it was stated, '*Come, I am afflicted with kidney and bladder dis- 
ease." I immediately prepared to go, not forgetting to slip in my 
pocket a medium sized Jaques catheter. I arrived at the house 
about 4 p.m. and as soon as possible proceeded to examine my 
patient, and found he had been under the care of one of our little 
pill fraternity for eight or ten days, or perhaps a longer period. 
Mr. K was aged about 64, the period so common for prosta- 
titis to make its appearance, but it seems that homoeopathy had not 
suspected any mechanical cause for the retention of the urine, 
ivhich had partially existed since his attack. The patient was suf- 
fering terribly, and was taking both homcsopathic medicine and 
/morphine in one-eighth grain doses to relieve him. Finding him 
in a very, free state of perspiration, partially stupid, and a strong 
urinous smell on raising the bed-clothes, and on examining the 
pubic region it was fully distended, and a continuous stilicidium of 
urine, I determined at once to introduce a soft catheter, and on 
<loing so, without any pain, I drew off nearly three pints of dark- 
colored urine. Had this urine been permitted to remain only two 
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or three clays longer you all know that he would have died witl> 
poison produced from the cfVects of the absorption of urine, or 
more properly uremia. 

I suspected the cause of the retention before the introduction ot 
the catheter, and called the nurse t j the bed-side to show him how 
to manipulate the instrument, for I presumed on a continuance of 
the operation for a long time. After prescribing, and indulging in- 
a splendid supper, on the next to the coldest night of the season,. 
I bade good by, feeling happy over the great relief I had been 
able to give my patient, and feeling confident that the nurse would 
be able to relieve him with the soft catheter three or four times a 
day. Imagine my surprise in just twenty-four hours (9 o'clock p. 

m.) I received a telegram from the Rev. George K , his son,. 

stating: "Come immediately. Catheter slipped in the bladder." I 
was horror stricken. 1 was twenty miles away from patient; Sat- 
urday night; no telegraph or trains at that hour, nor would be 
untifMonday; no alternative bu' to go; mercury near zero; snow- 
ing from the West like the deuce, and pouring in our faces. I 
called in Dr. Nichols, of this place, and solicited his company and 
advice. We started in the blizzard, and arrived at the house at 
1 130 a. m. Sunday. On examination we found the catheter entirely 
out of sight. They had called in a physician who refused to do> 
anything, saying it would probably require an operation, and as the 
case was not his he went home. 

Visions of lithotomy and lithotripsy flitted hurriedly across my 
mind; also, the careful introduction of a fine pair of forceps, a 
hooked wire, stream of water introduced through urethra by 
syringe, hoping a counter current might expel the intruder. But 
none of these were tried. We, by feeling the urethra, could de- 
tect the end about four or five inches down from the glands penis, 
and by grasping the urethra and holding it and the catheter and 
pushing down on. the glands we succeeded in moving it forward 
by jets, as it were, untd we could reach it with a pair of nasal tor- 
ceps. I must say I was rejoiced over our tfiumph, and many con- 
gratulatory remarks were made by the friends over our success. 

Never before has such an accident occurred in my practice; nor 
have I ever read of it occurring to others, and 1 write this to cau- 
tion others in the use of this invahiable instrument 

Moral. — When leaving a Jaques catheter with uneducated 
nurses, always attach a small cord or string to the end, then the 
instrument can't escape. 



SULPHATE OF ZINC AS A SPECIFIC IN SCARLET 

FEVER. 



J^v Dr. W. D. ilovT, OF Rome, Gkorgia. 



Whilst talking .vith Dr. C. S. Harris, a retired physician of this 
county, some months since, he gave me the following Account of 
his use of sulphate of zinc in scarlet fever: 

He stated that, whilst practicing medicine some years before in 
another part of the State, he encountered an epidemic of this dis* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Record. 97 

case which was quire fatal; that he had under his charge a patient, 
a little girl about eight years of age, who was suffering from so 
violent an attack of this disease that he anticipated unfavorable 
termination; that he had notified the relatives of his gloomy prog- 
nosis; received from them a request that he would call in their old 
family physician from another part of the State, who chanced to 
be in the neighborhood. This he gladly did. After visiting the 
patient, Dr. Harris remarked to the consulting physician, "That 
case is bound to die." " I see no need for it," replies the other. 
" What" says Dr. Harris, "do you know any remedy which will 
counteract this disease?" "I do," says the other; "If you will 
rub nine grains of zinc into a fine powder, divide it into nine pow- 
ders, and give one every third hour, you will find her better to-mor- 
row." Dr. Harris acted on this suggestion, but at his next visit 
was surprised at the improvement. The interval between the 
doses was lengthened to four hours, and the numbers finally re- 
duced to three a day. Under this treatment the child rapidly re- 
covered. Since this time the Doctor has used this remedy, he 
says, in numerous cases, and always with the happiest results. He 
has no theory as to the action of the remedy, but simply knows it 
cures. In no case, he states, has he seen it produce emesis or other 
unpleasant results. 

On the 13th of April, 1883, I was called to see Lula Mcintosh, a 
little girl four or five years of age, who had been taken sick the 
day before with high fever, headache, stupor and pain in the back 
and limbs. She presented, at my visit, the following symptoms. 
From head to foot the most distinct and intense scarlatinous erup- 
tion presented itself. The tongue was heavily coated; red and 
enlarged papillae, showing through the white coat. The throat 
was redder than natural, but was not sore; pulse, 160; tempera- 
ture, 104. There was no scarlet fever prevailing; but some rela- 
tives had arrived at the house from Tennessee some ten days be- 
fore, and it was thought they had introduced the disease. It cer- 
tainly seemed to mc ^o be scarlet fever, in spite of the absence of 
throat symptoms. I was desirous of trying Dr. Harris' remedy, 
but was afraid of the dose. I, therefore, ordered i-i8th of a grain 
of sulphate of zinc, rubbed up with sugar, to be given every three 
hours, and Ordered her thoroughly greased. 

On the 14th I requested Dr. J. B. S. Holmes to see the case with 
me. He, also, was of the opinion that it was scarlet fever. The- 
child had improved very much. The eruption had almost entirely 
disappeared; the tongue had cleansed'; looked like a piece of rawr 
beef Pulse was loj; temperature, loif. The child felt well; 
had felt better, she said, after the second dose of medicine. She- 
wanted food and wanted to get up. 

On the 15th the child had still further improved — pulse, I28v 
temperature, 100. 

On the i6th, pulse 120; temperature, 98^. 

On the i8th desquamation had commenced, and an epitheliaS 
coat was being formed on the tongue. The bowels had been 
acted on every day; no sickness had been produced Themedt^ 
cine was gradually diminished after the i6th. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



98 Southern Medical Record. 

Scarlet fever is, at least of late 3'ears, so rare a disease in Geor- 
gia that it may be a long time before 1 encounter another case in 
which to try the remedy. I, therefore, write this article, based on 
a single case, in order to request other physicians, more likely to 
encounter the disease, to test the efficacy of sulphate of zinc in 
scarlet fever. If it is the specific which Dr. Harris claims for it, 
its value cannot be over-estimated. — Nashville your, of Med, and 
Surgery, 

CAPSICUM ENEMATA IN OPIUM POISONING. 



By Jas. G. Kiernan, M. D., Chicago, III. 

Opium poisoning is a not unfrequent occurrence from all sorts 
of causes. An opium habitue takes an overdose. A betrayed 
woman gets laudanum to quiet a colic and proceeds to commit 
suicide. Children drink laudanum left in their reach by injudi- 
cious parents and nurses. From all these and allied causes, opium 
poisoning is often an applicant for medical treatment. Any means 
of treating it which is readily applicable is therefore always in or- 
der. In the suggestion of capsicum enemata I can claim origi- 
nality, but not priority. 

Dr. Charles H. Hughes was the first to use capsicum enemata 
in a case of opium poisoning. A patient had taken opium with 
suicidal intent, and Dr. Hughes being called in consultation by 
Drs. Rcemer, Hypes and others, after the usual routine remedies 
had been used, ordered an enema of one drachm each of aqua 
ammonia and tincture of capsicum, using coffee for a vehicle. 
The patient rapidly rallied and recovered. 

During the year 1881 1 was called to a case which gave the fol- 
lowing history: A patient suffering from the insomnia of a pro- 
longed debauch purchased two ounces of laudanum, one of which 
he swallowed. Within half an hour he had sunk into a deep slum- 
ber. A physician was then called who evacuated the stomach by 
means of the stomach-pump, lelieving the patient of about half 
the laudanum taken. 

This physician found that despite the use of strong coffee and 
constant movement the patient did not improve. Dr. J. S.Jewell 
was then called in consultation who advised the use of atropine. 
Under all these varied means of treatment there were temporary 
rallies, but after six hours of constant treatment the patient seemed 
to Kink into and remain in a very deep coma. At this stAge of 
affairs I was called in consultation, and having some faith in the 
old idea of a derivative action, ordered three drachms of tincture 
of capsicum to be poured directly into the rectum. The effect 
was almost magical. The patient walked around rather briskly, 
talked freely, and in about an hour was in his usual condition, 
other than being much exhausted and complaining of great dry- 
ness of the throat, obviously the result of the atropine. 

In a second case a five year-old child obtained possession of a 
bottle of laudanum belonging to its father who was a victim of 
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fastric cancer, and in consequence an opium habitue. From the 
ottle the child drank approximatively about a teaspoonfiil. Atro- 
pine, emetics, the stomach-pump and the galvanic battery were 
tried with temporary success. But the influence of the laudanum 
manifested itself in a gradually increasing coma. Remembering 
my former experience I ordered an equal quantity of tincture of 
capsicum to be poured into the rectum. The result was a slower 
but equally permanent success. The child, for some time after, 
r«uf!ered from inflammation of the rectum, from which it made a 
:slow recovery. From the case narrated by Dr. Hughes, and the 
two just cited, it would seem that this measure would be at least 
a good addendum to other means of treatment. Dr. Hughes 
•claims to have had eqiially goo:i results from capsicum enemata in 
-chloral poisoning. Hypodermic injections of strychnia being 
.used in addition. — Med. Weekly, 



Health of Criminal Women.— Dr. E. M. Mosher, in an article 
upon this subject (Boston Medical and Surgical Journal), comes 
to the following conclusions : 

1st Intemperance and unchastity are the two vices which fill 
•our penal institutions with women. 

2d. The influence of these vices is detrimental to the health of 
the body, increasing its susceptibility to disease, and lessening its 
recuperative power. 

3d. The dneases which follow as a direct result of these vices 
are syphilis, alcoholism, dyspepsia, rheumatism, and general an- 
semia. 

4th. Morbid conditions of body react upon the moral nature, in- 
creasing and perpetuating the tendency to criminality; hence the 
im[>ortance of careful medical supervision as a reformatory meas- 
ure. 

5th. More ample provisions should be made in all large cities for 
the isolation and thorough treatment of venereal patients of both 
sexes, either by the addition of special wards to the general hos- 
pitals or by the establishment of hospitals for this class. 

6th. The women who commit high crimes, that is, larceny, burg- 
lary, arson, manslaughter, etc., possess a more sensitive nervous 
■organization than those who commit only offenses against chastity 
•and public order. — -A^. T, Med. Record, 

Good-Bye to the Doctor. — Bouvart, on entering one morning 
the chamber of a French marquis, whom he had attended through 
•a v^ry dangerous illness, was accosted by his noble patient in the 
following terms: "Good day, Mr. Bouvart; I feel quite in spirits, 
and think my fever has left me." I am sure it has," replied Bou- 
vart, dryly. "The very first expression you used convinces me of 
it." "Pray explain yourself." "Nothing is easier. In the first 
days of your illness, when your life was in danger, I was your 
dearest n^iend; as you began to get better, I was your good Bouvart; 
-and now I am Mr. Bouvart. Depend upon it, you are quite re- 
covered." — Louisville Medical News, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Koch's Theory of Tuberculosis. — Dr. H. F. Formad, in a. 
paper read before the Philadelphia County Medical Society, touch- 
ing Koch's bacillus theory of tuberculosis, says: 

My researches clearly show the following points: 

1. The predisposition to tuberculosis in some men and animals,, 
the so-called scrofulous habit, lies in the anatomy of the connective 
tissue of the individual, the peculiarity being a narrowness of the 
lymph-spaces, and their partial obliteration by cellular elements. 

2. Only beings with such anomalous structure of connective 
tissue can have primary tuberculosis, and such animals invariably 
do become tuberculous from any injury resulting in inflammation,^ 
or from repeated injuries. 

3. Scrofulous beings can have no other than a tuberculous in- 
flammation, although it may remain local and harmless. 

4. Non-scrofulous men or animals may acquire the predisposi-- 
tion to tuberculosis through malnutrition and confinement, the 
latter bringing on the above-mentioned anatomical peculiarities in 
the connective tissue. 

5. No external etiological influences are necessary to cause* 
tuoercular disease other than those which ordinarily produce in- 
flammation, and even scrofulous beings will not become tubercu- 
lous unless local inflammation is set up. No inflammation, no- 
tuberculosis. 

6. Non-scrofulous animals, so far as can be established now^,. 
may acquire tubercular disease through injuries of serous mem- 
branes, — viz: peritoneum, pleura, etc., and even here without any 
special virus whatsoever. Clinical observations on the post- 
mortem table show similar conditions and prove the same in man. 
(Koch's own experiments are also in favor of this proposition, as 
will be shown hereafter; but he has overlooked this.) 

7. The bacilli, which it is the merit of Koch to have first proved 
to infest tissue affected by tubercular disease, are not necessary for 
its causation, even if a special organism exist and be really pos- 
sessed of such property. The presence of bacilli (so far as our 
present research goes) is secondary, and appeant to condition the 
complete destruction of the t&sue already diseased and infested by 
them, and this destruction is m direct proportion to the quantity or 
the organisms, which thus regulate the prognosis. The tubercular 
tissue seems to serve merely as a nidus for the growth of the 
bacillus. 

8. From the results of microscopic examination, from numerous 
observations upon the post-mortem table, and on clinical grounds, 
I have come to the conclusion that phthisis is not a specific infec- 
tious disease, but that the individuals suffering from tubercular 
disease are specific themselves originally, and form a special spe- 
cies of mankind, the "scrofulous." 

9. Scrofulosio is a condition which may arise from malnutritioa 
and seclusion in any being, and thus may be produced artificially- 
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It always depends upon the demonstrated anatomical changes in 
the connective tissue. 

lo. An analysis of Koch's experiments shows that, he has not 
proved the parasitic nature of phthisis, or that there exists a 
-special Bacillus tuberculosis; so that the infectiousness of tuber- 
•cular disease is still sub judice. 

In regard to infection he remarks: The natural history of tuber- 
culosis is surely against the existence of a special poison such as 
now offered again by Koch. It is clearly proved that no infective 
^^gent is required to produce tuberculosis. It is possible that Koch's 
Bacillus tuberculosis in itself is capable of inducing the disease. 
There are at present no positive proofs either for or against it. 

The evidence of those who have had a large experience with 
consumptive patients is in perfect opposition to the infective theory 
of phthisis. This, I think, is of more importance than experi- 
ments on the lower animals. The alleged fact that occasionally the 
liealthy wife of a consumptive husband acquires phthisis (or the 
reverse), after prolonged cohabitation, can reasonably be explained 
Tjy the presumption of an acquired scrofiilosis from physical effects, 
misery of life, loss of sleep, etc. 

Dr. Vincent Edwards, of the Brompton Hospital for Consump- 
tives, testifies that during his seventeen years' experience and ob- 
servations upon many thousand patients he has never observed a 
■case of infection from person to person. None of his nurses ever 
-contracted the disease. 

The belief that milk or meat from tuberculous animals produces 
^consumption when used as food, is also not warranted Dy scien- 
tific observation, nor is it based upon facts. 

The natural history of tubercular disease and the laws of patho- 
logical physiology are against the presumption of a parasitic ori- 
^n of phthisis. 

We can certainly not have parasites more pernicious than the 
living cells of our own body prove to be in the case of tubercu- 
losis. Our own cells (lymphoid cells^ become dislodged from 
their natural location and move into otner regions of the tissues, 
where they are not wanted, and where they do harm to the tissue 
tliey invade, and still more to themselves. They, however, con- 
tinue to move through the body (as it seems, mainly by means of 
the perivascular spaces, the lymph-spaces proper being blocked 
up), everywhere leaving on their way small colonies of breeding 
cells which block up vital channels. These colonies of cells do 
not find enough nourishment in the new locations, and hence re- 
main usually limited in size. Now the cells move closer together, 
forming nodes, to feed upon one another, and finally die and poi- 
son their host with the effete products of their dead bodies (cheesy 
•degeneration.) 

The ubiquitous bacteria, which (the bacillus included) linger 
around in countless numbers upon all surfaces without the least 
harm to a normal individual, easily penetrate a diseased tissue and 
make it a nidus for their growth. Young unripe cells created by 
morbid processes, frequently giant cells, which, under favorable 
conditions would have been transformed into a harmless connec- 
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tive tissue, from want of proper nutrition undergo retrograde* 
change, and thus fall a prey to bacteria. While normal cells can- 
not be effected by bacteria (except by the anthrax bacillus, per- 
haps), morbid cells do not form (as I have myself seen) a good 
culture-medium for large crops of bacteria. Various kinds of bac- 
teria (micrococci, rod-bacteria, bacilli, and vibrios or their spores} 
are present together in varying proportions every virhere. Differ- - 
ent culture media favor however, the dev<»lopment of different 
kinds of bacteria: so all those new formations liable to cheesy 
change favor the. predominant growth of bacilli. Here belong 
tubercle, leprosy, glanders, lupus, typhoid infiltrations, syphilis,, 
swine-plague, and anthrax. Micrococci prefer the living blood 
and its white corpuscles as a medium for luxuriant development^ 
if they succeed in getting across to it. The exanthemata and the 
ordinary kinds of septicaemia belong here. We cannot confirm^ 
so far, that there is any difference between the micrococci of these 
last-named diseases, nor is it probable that a difference exists. 

Koch has discovered that tubercle- tissue is always infested by 
bacilli, and this is correct; but this tubercle-tissue is not created on 
account of, or caused by, the bacilli. These organism, invade the- 
tissue in question solely because it is a culture-medium favoring: 
their predominant development. 

As soon as tubercle- tissue undergoes complete cheesy degene-- 
ration and softening, the bacilli — Koch acknowledges this also — 
disappear from that locality nearly altogether, because no food is- 
left and because the fat resulting in that process acts deleteriously 
upon them. This is also against the etiological relation of the. 
bacilli with tuberculosis. 

To consider, as Koch does, oriant cells as mere special capsules 
of the bacilli, is a mistake not warranted by anything. 

Koch further claims that the Bacillus tuberculosis differs fronv 
other bacilli morphologically, and in its behavior to staining fluids. 
We cannot confirm this. My assistant, Mr. Bodamer, and myself,., 
after prolonged study with instruments as good as those of KocI;), 
and after using all known methods of stainmg, have failed so far 
to see any special features in the bacillus in question which wouldt 
make it distinct from other bacilli. 

If Koch's bacillus even were possessed of distinct morphologi- 
cal features, it would not materially help to make it a specific or- 
ganism. 

Prof. Wood and myself made the observation that bacteria may - 
acquire special morphological and physiological features in culture;, 
excluding fully the possibility of Koch's " Verunreinigungen,^'* 
Moreover, we have seen micrococci increase in size under certaia 
conditions of culture. This is the more interesting, as Prof. Roth- 
rock, of the University, made the suggestive observation that 
lower fungi or algse, under culture, perhaps from pathological con- 
ditions of their own, may undergo decided, perhaps permanent, 
modification in their anatomy. 

Whether or not the Bacillus tuberculosis stands in any causative- 
relation at all with tuberculosis, only future investigations will 
show. 
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Meniere's Disease. — The tollowing case from the British Med- 
ical Journal well ilhistrates the necessity of caution on the part of 
the public in forming opinions on matters relating to medicine : 
On the 2 1 St of last October a court of inquiry was held to inquire 
into a charge of drunkenness preferred against a sub-constable. 
He had been seen to stagger and reel while on duty. He was 
taken to the barracks, where, in a short time, the transient attack 
of giddiness having passed away, he seemed, as he really was, 
perfectly sober. He was seen two hours afterwards by Dr. John 
Ringwood, when he exhibited well-marked symptoms of Meniere's 
disease; noise and hissing in his left ear, numbness behind the ears 
and down the left arm, depression, occasional vomiting, giddiness, 
objects going to the left side, the drum of the ear inflamed, and the 
left Eustachian tube plugged. Improvement followed inflation 
with the Eustachian catheter. — Med, and Surg. Reporter. 

Electricity — Paralysis, Sciatica, Intercostal Neuralgia, 
Chronic Rheumatism. — H. Mallory, M. D., in Medical Brief, 
says : I presume there are very few physicians, at this day and 
age, who question the utility of electricity as a remedial agent 
when directed by a skillful physician. But the high price of elec- 
tric batteries, and their liability to get out of order, have caused 
many physicians to dispense with their use altogether. During 
the thirty- three years 1 have practiced medicine in Hamilton^ I 
have bought half a dozen batteries, and have been not a little vexed 
when I had occasion to use my battery to find it would not work. 
It is to suggest an instrument that is free from these objections as 
well as to comply with personal and written requests of a large 
number of the medical profession that I write this article, and give 
to the profession my experience with the Electric Brush Battery. 
This is a regular Faradic battery, mounted on a metallic hair brush, 
and gives a current powerful enough for ordinary purposes, while 
at the same time it can be regulated to suit the most sensitive or 
delicate child. I have now been using this Electric Brush Battery 
for ten months, and have obtained such good results from its use 
that I have not found it necessary to use any other, and for the 
benefit of the medical profession I will give a few of the many 
cases I have treated with this battery. 

The first case was that of myself, and its history is full of in- 
terest. During the month of February, 1881, I accidentally fell 
from a step-ladder, causing a severe concussion of the brain, fol- 
lowed almost immediately by paralysis of the right arm and leg, 
which kept me in bed for three months, during which time I was 
under the treatment of Dr. Daniel Millikin, of this place. At the 
end of this time I was advised by him to consult Dr. William 
Carson, of Cincmnati, who diagnosed my case and discovered a 
lesion or irritation of the right corpus striatum. 

I remained under Dr. Carson's treatment until the ist of July, 
and then, at his suggestion, went to the sea shore, where I took 
daily ocean baths until the second week in September. I returned 
home greatly improved in health but not cured. I now resumed 
the use of Electricity, having, by the direction of Drs. Millikin and 
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Carson, — from both of whom I derived much benefit — used it be- 
fore I went to the sea-shore. 

I now determined to give the Electric Brush Battery a trial, and 
commenced using it by applying it to the spinal column, the head, 
arm and leg, moistening the skin over the parts with water before 
each application. The effect was most gratifying, and I improved 
rapidly, and in less than two weeks I was free from the muscular 
twitchings in my legs and feet, which had existed since the date 
ot my injury. 1 also recovered the use of m}' right hand, and was 
able to hold my pen and write — a thing I had not done for eight 
months. I soon regained strength to walk and attend to my prac- 
tice, and while I have not entirely dispensed with the use of the 
battery (still using it two or three times a week) I am certainly as 
well as I ever was. 

[Dr. Mallory goes on to describe five other cases, which we have 
not space to publish— one of sciatica, one of intercostal neuralgia, 
two of rheumatism, and one of facial neuralgia.] 

Ophthalmic Aphorisms. — Dr. J. J. Chisholm, of Baltimore, 
gives the following valuable aphorisms in a report presented to the 
Maryland State Medical Society at its last session: 

1ST Aphorism. — Do not blister. In forty-nine applications out 
of fifty, as I find it used by physicians at large, it is an additional 
and useless torture to the eye diseases from which the patient is 
already suffering. 

2D Aphorism. — Do not use nitrate of silver. As constantly pre- 
scribed by gfeneral practitioners, it is not beneficial in one case out 
of one hundred, and therefore is a very painful infliction to the 
ninety-nine who would have been so much better off without it. 

3RD Aphorism. — Do not prescribe sugar of lead. In every case 
zinc, tannin or alum is better, and then there is no fear of having 
insoluble deposits incorporating themselves with the exposed sur- 
face of corneal ulcers. 

4TH Aphorism. — Always use weak solutions of the niineral and 
vegetable astringents in the treatment of eye inflammations which 
attack the mucus surfaces,and restrict their application to conjuncti- 
val diseases exclusively. One grain of alum, sulphate or chloride 
of zinc, sulphate of copper or nitrate of silver, in an ounce of water, 
will in the majority of cases of conjunctival diseases, do much more 
good and give much less uneasiness than the very painful five and 
ten grain solutions which are so often injuriously prescribed by 
physicians. 

5TH Aphorism. — Solution of the sulphate of atropia, from one 
to four grains to the ounce of rose water, is an er.sential eye-drop 
in the treatment of acute iritis, to break up newly formed adhes- 
ions. One drop of atropia solution in an inflamed eye is a most 
valuable means of establishing the diagnosis, whether iritic com- 
plications exist or not, and should be used in most cases of eye in- 
flammation to find out whether there are any adhesions of the pupil 
to the lens. 

6th Aphorism. — Eserine in solution of one grain to the ounce of 
water is the remedy for purely corneal lesions. 
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7TH Aphorism. — When physicians are in doubt as to the char- 
acter of an eye disease, they should seek a consultation from spe- 
cialists who are more familiar with the eye diseases than general 
practitioners can possibly be. Such timely aid often saves the pa- 
tient a lifetime of trouble. 

If physicians would commit to memory and keep at their finger 
ends, and ready for use, these simple aphorisms, the amount of 
mental and bodily suffering which they will prevent in their eye 
patients is beyond calculation. While all good rules have neces- 
sarily many exceptions, they may safely follow their simple guid- 
ance. — Ohio Med. Journal. 

Tracheotomy. — Tracheotomy comprehends three steps: First, 
the opening of the air- tube; second, the introduction of a tracheal 
canal to keep patulous the opening; third, the subsequent dress- 
ings. Let us examine each one of these steps. 

From the point of view of the opening to be made, the various 
operative procedures which are recommended may be arranged in 
■several distinct classes. This division is based on the relative 
rapidity with which the operation is performed, or on the place 
where the opening is to be made. The question of place com- 
prises the choice between laryngotomy, tracheotomy and crico- 
tracheotomy; that of relative rapidity includes the rapid, slow and 
mixed methods. 

The rapid methods are the most seductive. To penetrate the 
trachea at once and in a few seconds to place a canula in the res- 
piratory passages seems to be the methoa the most applicable in 
such cases, since it removes with extrenft rapidity the obstacles 
which oppose respiration, and does away with that painful and 
difficult period of immobility demanded by the other procedure. 

There are three fnethods of rapid tracheotomy — the one origi- 
nated with my regretted master, Chassaignac, the other with Bour- 
dillat, the third with my colleague and friend, St. Germain. 

Chassaignac seized the cricoid cartilage with tenaculum fur- 
nished with a groove, serving to guide a bistoury with which he 
cut at one sweep the three first rings of the trachea; then this same 
tenaculum, after a modification which Isambert gave it, was made 
to open and serve as a dilator, in order to • introduce the tracheal 
canula. 

Bourdillat makes two stages of the operation: the first com- 
prises the incision of the tissues down to the trachea; the second, 
the incision of this latter. 

St. Germain proceeds in a somewhat different manner, and his 
method has been described by my former interne, Dubar, who has 
put it into practice in my service: The trachea is opened as you 
would open an abscess, the left hand grasping the neck makes the 
trachea prominent, and with a single thrust of the bistoury the 
air-passages are entered. A bistoury specially constructed enables 
you to limit the depth of the incision on the one part, and on the 
other enables you to hear the whiz of the air which escapes from 
the trachea at the moment of the incision; then, the incision being 
made, with a dilator you place the canula in the trachea. 
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I do not know what future is reserved for these rapid methods, 
which, indeed, have always seemed to me of the most simple kind. 
At the same time, used to the slow processes, 1 prefer them, while 
still recognizing the advantages of the quicker methods. Never- 
theless, thete advantages are at a discount when the operator fails, 
as he often will, speedily to introduce the canula; and this, because 
he attempts to do it through a wound which includes in the same 
extent the skin, subjacent tissues, and trachea. — N, T, Medical 
Record. 

New Treatment for Purulent Conjunctivitis. — The treat- 
ment Mr. H. L. Ferguson has been using at the Dublin Infirmary 
fori many months past, consists in constant cleansing with an iced 
4 per cent, solution of boracic acid, and when the more acute stage 
is over, touching the conjunctiva with a ten grain solution of 
nitrate of silver subsequently neutralized with a solution of salt. 

The resnlts with this treatment were, on the whole, satisfactory, 
his observations coinciding with those of Mr. Simon Snell, pub- 
lished in the Ophthalmic Review for October; but convalescence 
was slow. 

It occurred to him that if the boracic acid were applied to the 
conjunctiva in a finely powdered state its action would be quicker 
and more certain, and its application in this way seemed to be free 
from the objections to iodoform. 

Briefly stated, the results of his observations have been: i. That 
the application of the finely powdered boracic acid to a discharg- 
ing conjunctiva checks the discharge completely for a period vary- 
ing from two to twelve %ours, and in the milder cases the first ap- 
plication is sufi[icient to stop the discharge altogether. 2. When 
the discharge reappears it is usually less in amount and more 
watery in characrer, and a very few applications of the powder 
stop it entirely. 3. The conjunctiva is then red and succulent but 
dry, and if touched two or three, times with a solution of nitrate of 
silver it rapidly returns to its normal state. — Eclectic Med. Jour. 

Coffee as an Antidote to Alcoholism. — By F. P. Novaes^ 
Rio de Janeiro. The habitual use of coffee ( Caffea Arabica) has 
been considered by some writers, to be antidotal to alcoholism, and 
some of them apparently have no doubts upon the subject. 

One of the gravest questions discussed in the CJongress of 
Geneva was that of alcoholism, the means of fighting this terrible 
scourge, which from day to day makes such frightful progress in 
Europe, particularly in Switzerland. 

His excellency, the Baron of Theresopolis, vice-director of the 
faculty of medicine of Rio de Janeiro, in some remarks made dur- 
ing the discussion of this topic, interested his audience and indi- 
cated the means he believed most efificacious to oppose the inroads 
of alcoholism. He produced statistics showing that the number 
of drunkards in a country is in inverse ratio to the amount of cof- 
fee consumed. 

•'In Brazil," he said, "where great quantities of coffee are used, 
and where all the inhabitants take it many times a day, alcoholism 
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is completely unknown. It appears that the immigrants arriving 
in our country with this terrible passion for alcohol, contract little 
by little the habits of our people, imitating a fondness for drinking 
coffee, and their aversion for liquors. The children of these im- 
migrants, brought up with coffee from their tender age, never con- 
tract the fatal habits of their parents. 

"We can, therefore, conclude that the more coffee we take the 
less desire for alcohol we have. But to obtain such a result it is 
necessary that the coffee should be of superior quality, such as 
that from Brazil. 

"Send us your emigrants," said the Baron; "we have work for 
them, and they will live under the protection of our government. 
In turn we will send you our coffee, which is the best remedy for 
such a trouble as this which you consider incurable." 

His excellency may have exaggerated in this estimation ot the 
effects of coffee, but we do not doubt that its use is an excellent 
antidote to alcoholism. The number of cafes in the large cities of 
Brazil, where hundreds of persons, from tne highest down to the 
lowest classes of people, go in to take a cup of that delicious 
bevercge, which none but Brazilians know how to make properly, 
is enormous, whilst drinking saloons or bars are very few, and 
their patrons fewer still, in cousequence of which a public drunk- 
ard is a rare person to be seen. — Phila. Med. Times, 

Infantile Convulsions. — ^The adopted and regular treatment 
of M. Jules Simon, of the Hopital des Enfants Malades, for infan- 
tile convulsions is as follows: On arrival the first thing he orders 
is an injection of salt and water, salad oil, or glycerine, or honey, 
which he administers himself, as he has too often observed that 
the parents or the nurs^ have already lost their wits. If the teeth 
can be opened sufficiently a vomitive is given which clears the 
stomach of any food that could not be digested — the most frequent 
cause of convulsions. However, the attack continues but soon 
ceases on applying a handkerchief, on which a few drops of chlo- 
roform are poured, to the mouth, which the child inhales largely. 
If the convulsions reappear the anaesthetic is renewed, and the 
child is placed in a mustard bath for a few minutes and then wiped 
dry and placed on his bed properly wrapped. Chloroform might 
be a^ain administered if, after an interval, the child was seized 
again, and before leaving the nurse M. Simon prescribes a four 
ounce potion containing sixteen grains of bromide of potassium, 
one grain of musk, and a proportional preparation of opium, for 
he does not believe that the brain is congested in these attacks, it 
is rather excited, and the opium acts as a sedative. A teaspoonful 
of the mixture is given several times a day. On the following days 
the child is generally restless and irritable and ready to be attacked 
again, but a small blister about an inch square is applied to the back 
of the neck and left on about three hours, when it is replaced by a 
poultice of linseed meal, and gives most satisfactory results. M. 
Simon, in terminating, says "such is the treatment that I have insti- 
tuted in my practice of every day." — Med. Press. 
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Vertigo dc Meniere. — ^The patients afflicted with this disease 
are able to tell their own story, because they do not become com- 
pletely unconscious. In the moment of the attack they hear a 
noise like that of an engine, and then they fall down forward, as 
if struck by a superior force, the latter being often so strong as to 
cause bruises of the nose or loss of teeth. After a while they will 
rise again and begin to vomit; they fall into a stupor, which les- 
sens by degrees. After one or two weeks the attack will be re- 
peated with the same phenomena. In a certain number of cases, 
the disease appears in the above described manner; the patients 
being well the rest of the time. But in a good many cases a per- 
manent vertigo exists, with constant noises in the ear like that of 
a drum or a whistle. When the noise is aggravated, the attack 
will follow. M. Charcot has at the present time a patient who 
has been in bed for the last five years, and who avoids the least 
movement, which latter produces a feeling as if she would be 
raised in the bed very quick and then be lowered just as quickly. 
The noise may be due to an accumulation of cerumen in the ear, 
in which case the removal removes ihe noise. But more often it 
is due to otitis, or to another afiection in the inner ear. M. Char- 
cot treats these cases by the use of quinine, and says that this is a 
sure remedy. — yaurn. de Medic, et Chirurg. Prat, 

Carbolic Poison. — ^The following deaths from carbolic acid are 
reported: A man who had his hair clipped off was painted with 
carbolic acid over two-thirds of the head for some disease. He 
complained immediately about pains and dizziness in the head, 
became unconscious after a few minutes, and died shortly after- 
ward. Three girls were painted tor scabies all over the body with 
impure carbolic acid, and they became unconscious after a few 
minutes. Two carpenters had used carbolic acid against scabies; 
one of them cried suddenly, became intoxicated, and died after a 
few minutes; the other became unconscious, but he recovered. 
A child of fourteen months fell upon a bottle filled with a strong 
solution of carbolic acid; the bottle broke, and the child was cov- 
ered with the acid. Death followed a few minutes afterward. A 
midwife applied a small compress soaked with carbolic acid to a 
suppurating spot on a little child, which died after two hours. 
Experiments on animals have proved that carbolic acid brought in 
contact with the bowels or peritoneum will produce shock and 
collapse. — Chicago Med. Ex. 

Therapeutics of Chloral Hydrate. — In the course of an ar- 
ticle on this subject, in the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal* 
Dr. Joseph E. Harris recommends chloral for seasickness, 15-20 
grains every four hours ; for the nausea and vomiting of preg- 
nancy, in inflammations, eruptive fevers, etc., especially when at- 
tended by adynamic symptoms ; in cholera and cholera morbus, 
in nearly all nervous disorders, in delirium tremens, in puerperal 
eclampsia, in infantile convulsions, in tetanus, in whooping cough 
and spasm of the glottis, and concludes with the statement that 
hydrate of chloral is a nervous sedative, carminative, hypnotic, an 
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antispasmodic, antiseptic, antiphlogistic, and we may say anaes- 
thetic ; but gives the following caution : It should be prescribed 
with the greatest caution, if at all, when there is ischaemia of the 
arterial system. It should not be prescribed, for instance, in pneu- 
monitis, in which there is bound to be a great disturbance of the 
pulmonary circulation. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Alcohol Inhalations in Croupal Diphtheria. — Dr. Mels-' 
heimer, (Medical and Surgical Reporter) in the treatment ot 
croupal diphtheria says : Now, if there is anything in the prac- 
tice of medicine that is better calculated to humble the pride of 
the physician than a case of this kind, I have thus far failed to 
make the discovery, and I am very thankful for it. But we are 
called on to do something, and in our doing so we but demonstrate 
the impotency of our remedies and exhibit our ignorance of the 
cause to which they are directed for its removal. To be a% consis- 
tent as possible with our imperfect knowledge of this disease, I 
prescribed stimulants in combination with iron^ quinine, and chlo- 
rate of potash every three hours. Topical applications of tincture 
of iron and glycerin every four hours. Ordered the atmosphere of 
the room to be kept constantly moist by means of a large wash- 
boiler of hot water, and in connection used inhalations of a five 
per cent solution of carbolic acid every four hours, by means of a 
small antiseptic atomizer. This treatment was continued with 
variations in inhalation for some sixty hours without any improve- 
ment whatever; in fact, grew from bad to worse right along. 
There was a progressive increased difficulty of breathing, with 
spasms of the muscles of the glottis, that threatened a speedy 
death from asphyxia. Her countenance and extremities were pur- 
ple. Pulse, 160, thready and irregular, recession of the sternum 
and intercostal spaces, with each inspiratory effort; she appeared 
to be beyond the relief of medicine, yet, notwithstanding this 
hopeless condition I practiced the doctrine that as long as there 
was life there was hope. I abandoned all former treatment, with 
the exception of moist air, and resorted to the inhalations of hot 
alcohol, knowing that it would not compromise her condition in 
the least, and might possibly be the means of warding off death 
for a short time, at least; the alcohol used was rated at 88 per cent, 
and maintained at a temperature of 150^ in the medicated cup. It 
was inhaled at a temperature of uo**, and reached the lungs 
through the nozzle of the atomizer, with a strength of about forty 
per cent During the inhalation, which lasted about fifteen min- 
utes, the pulse lost its intermittent character, and became some- 
what fuller, the breathing more moist and less diffiult The par- 
*oxysms, that threatened speedy dissolution, were relieved, and a 
decided improvement for the better gave some hopes of recovery. 
The inhalations were kept up at regular intervals of two hours 
through the night and by the following morning she presented 
every promise of returning health. The blueness of the face and 
extremities was disappearing, her breathing was much less diffi- 
cult; she expectorated large quantities of flaky, membranous mat- 
ter, had increased secretion from the kidneys, and improved appe- 
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tite. To facilitate the expectoration a preparation of syr. senega, 
spts. nit, an'^ sanguinarine, in sufficient doses for this purpose, was 
prescribed every three hours. This, in fact, embraces the only 
treatment, and with the exception of a slight aphonia yet remain- 
ing, she is restored to health. At no time throughout the disease 
did the thermometer register more than ioo°, with a low blood 
pressure, as was indicated by the character of the pulse. Her urine 
.was scant; the eliminations from the kidneys seemed to hold a 
direct relation to the difficulty of breathing; at her worst period 
the amount of albuminous matter was equal by bulk to the urire 

Jaborandi in Jaundice. — We recently had a most obstinate 
case of jaundice, in which the usual remedies proved unavailing. 
We finally prescribed 30-drop doses of fluid extract jaborandi, with 
a view of relieving the circulation of the presence of bile through 
the skin. The sweating was profuse and great relief was aflbrded. 
The liv€r gradually resumed its action, aided by cream- tartar, po- 
dophyllin, extract taraxacum, etc. We attribute the starting of the 
function of the liver entirely to the action of the jaborandi. — The 
Southern Clinic. 

A New Method of Embalming. — Instead of taking a solu- 
tion of chloride of zinc, the foHowmg mixture is recommended: 
Thymol, 5 parts; alcohol, 45 parts; glycerine, 3,160 parts, and water, 
1,080 parts. The injections made with this solation have the ad- 
vantage of not being offensive, the instruments are not destroyed 
by it, and the bodies will be conserved any length of time, being 
mummified without putrefaction. — Lyon Medicale, 

Collecting Bills. — A writer in Peoria Medical Monthly says: 
DonH be afraid of losing practice by collecting closely, for it is 
one of the. best ways of holding it. Your patient probably owes 
all the other doctors in town, and sends for you because he has 
paid you, and consequently feels sure that you will attend him. 
Attend to your own collecting; you cannot trust to agents. Fi- 
nally, we will meet with some that no art can reach; those we had 
better turn over to nature, especially when they get sick. 

A Ne^v Narcotic. — A drug, hailing from Queensland, has re- 
cently produced a considerable sensation in Australian medical 
circles, where it is at present only known by its quaint native 
name of "pitchery-bidgery." A sufficient dose of this substance 
produces absolute insensibility to pain. It has the peculiar prop- 
erty of enabling those who take it habitually to withstand fatigue 
and undergo physical exertion upon a low diet. — N, T. Medical 
Times, 

Specific for Sore Throat. — Dr. Robert N. Hormerzdji, of 
Chittenham, has come to the conclusion that salicylate of sodium 
is a specific for acute tonsillitis. He recommends about 15 grains 
every hour, until the most urgent symptoms are relieved, when the 
quantity is reduced to one half. He also uses a gargle of salicylate 
sodium, grs. 10, glycerine i oz., water 3 oz. — Lancet d- Clinic. 
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SCIENTinC ITEMS. 



I 



Some Large Lenses.— The thirty-inch objective for the great 
telescope of the Russian Observatory at Pulkova was lately tested 
at the entertainment of the grinders, the Clarks, of Cambriageport, 
Massachusetts, and found to be fairly perfect. The flaw discov- 
ered before the grinding, due to imperfect cooling, has no eflTect on 
the definition, but lessens slightly the amount of light transmitted. 
The flaw is too slight to injure materially the eflSciency of the lens, 
et another block of glass, of the same size, has been ordered to 
>e placed at the disposal of Professor Struve. For testing, the 
lens is mounted in a temporary telescope, forty-five feet long, and 
weighing, with its fittings, about seven tons. The lens weighs 
450 pounds, will cost, when finished, $60,000, and will be, for a 
little while, the largest in the world. \ 

The largest object-glass in use is the 26-inch lens at Washington, 
with a focal length of 33 feet. Its light-gathering power is 16,000 
times that of the unaided eye. 

The Pulkova glass will soon be excelled by that of the Lick 
telescope, the disk of glass for which is now in the establishment 
of the Clarks. It is 38 inches in diameter and 2 inches thick. 
When ground and polished it will be reduced to 36 inches. The 

flass is optically perfect. It was cast at Paris, France, where the 
ulkova glass was, and weighs a little over 374 pounds. The cast- 
ing occupied four days, and the cooling thirty days. — Scientific 
American. 

The average birth rate per annum in France, for the period 
between 1872 and i88o, has been calculated to be one birth for 37 
inhabitants, which is by far the lowest birth rate in Europe. For 
the different countries the birth rate is as follows : Russia, one 
birth for 20 inhabitants ; Germany, one birth for 25 ; Austro- Hun- 
gary, one birth for 26 ; England, one birth for 27 ; Italy, one birth 
for 27 ; Spain, one birth for 28 ; France, one birth for 37. If the 
yearly number of births for any thousand inhabitants be calculated, 
we have precisely the same result. We have in France, 26 births 
per 1,000 ; Belgium. 32 ; England, 35 ; Austria, 38 ; Prussia, 38 ; 
Russia. 50, and the United States, 55. — Journal ^ Health, 

Lightning Rods. — ^Two things are to be considered in convey- 
ing the electricitv from the air to the earth : the collecting and dis- 
tributing of the fluid as it is generated. The collecting is best ac- 
complished bv means of metallic points above the object to be 
protected. These points should be in metallic connection, by 
means of rods, or continuous metallic parts, that may enter into the 
construction of the structure, with the earth. 

As the rods have an enormous capacity for conveying electricity, 
compared to building materials, except the metals, there must be 
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abundant facilities for disposing of the current, as well as collect- 
ing it Simply terminating a rod in the ground, or even in water, 
is not sufficient, for they are such poor conductors that much 
greater surface must be presented to the metallic conductor, in or- 
der to carry off an unappreciable amount of electricity. Since the 
conductive power is in proportion ^o the area of the cross-section 
of the conductor, it requires many square feet of earth or water ta 
distribute what may readily pass through a metallic rod only a 
small portion of an inch in sectional area. 

There is, then, no better practical method for securing a good 
grounding for a conductor than connecting it with a water or gas- 
main, which, having very extensive surface contact with damp or 
wet earth, serves as an excellent distributor. A conductor passings 
to the water should terminate in a large metallic plate, so as to 
facilitate the passage of the current from the rod to the water. — 
Mechanical I^ews. 



A Curious Experiment. — ^The ease with which persons fall 
under hallucinations of special sense is illustrated by M. Yung, in 
a recent communication to the Helvetic Society of Sciences. The 
operator places eight cards on a table, in positions corresponding 
to forehead, eyes, ears, nose, mouth and chin; he pretends to 
"magnetize" them and also some person in the company, and then 
goes out, while the magnetized person is required to touch any one- 
card. The operator, having returned, notes the action of a con- 
federate, who scratches a part of his head corresponding to the 
card touched. Then he commences an innocent comedy, passing 
his hand carefully over the cards, and on reaching the touched 
card seeming to experience a strong shock. The observers are- 
surprised, of course. One of them is then asked to go out and re- 
peat the experiment. It is assumed that a certain card has been 
touched. Passing his hand over the cards, he indicates, in nine 
cases out of ten, a particular card as giving him a shock ; and if 
the company be instructed to support his idea of that being the 
"correct card," he is confirmed in his illusion, which may be suc- 
cessfully repeated. Of 85 persons tried, M. Yung found only 9. 
who refused to indicate a card, not having experienced any sensa- 
tion; 53 said they had exactly the sensation announced, and 23, 
described some different sensation. — Journal of Chemistry, 

The Climate of Palestine. — From its peculiar formation the 
country possesses much variety of climate. That of the hill coun- 
try has been compared with the climate of Italy, while that of the 
Jordan valley is decidedly tropical. The rainy season usually com- 
mences towards the en3 of October, and lasts till March, after 
which the air clears, and for months the bright blue sky is un- 
broken by a single cloud. The annual rainfall is small, the aver- 
age of seven years, during which observations have been taken, 
being only nineteen inches and a half. — Ibid. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 



Antiseptic Cologne. — The following is commended as a pre- 
paration combining antiseptic properties with a perfume — 

Eau de cologne 8 fl. ounces, 

Chloral hydrate 2 drachms, 

Quinine (alkaloid) 10 grains, 

Carbolic acid (pure) 30 grains, 

Oil of lavender 20 drops. 

The Medical Record says this may be used on the handkerchief, 
the doctor holding it gently to the mouth while in the sick-room. 
Warranted to keep out bacillus tuberculosis; also, b. lermo, b. 
elephantiasis A , and b. micrococci. — Drug, Circular. 

Cough Medicines. — We present a few simple recipes for ex- 
pectorants, useful for winter coughs. The first is particularly use- 
ful for young children — 

Syrup of squill i fl. drachm, 

Gum acacia, powdered ^ f^. drachm. 

Ammonium chloride 8 grains. 

Peppermint water, enough to make two fluid ounces. 
Dose for a child, a teaspoon ful every two hours. 

Another formula for adults and older children, consists of — 

Syrup of ipecac 2 parts. 

Syrup of squill 4 parts. 

Paregoric i part. 

Dose, half to one teaspoonful, repeated as often as necessary. 

The following was a favorite prescription of the late Professor 
C. A. Lee, of Peekskill— 

Syrup of ipecac l ounce, 

Syrup of tolu i ** 

Paregoric ^ " 

Syrup of wild cherry i " 

— Drug, Circular, 

A Subscriber to the Medical Call writes that the mother tine- 
ture oi gelsemiuniy given in drop doses every ten, twenty or thirty 
minutes, relieves ninety-nine per cent, of her cases of dysmenor- 
rhoea. If taken three or four times a day for about three days be- 
fore the period, no severe pain will be experienced. — N, T. Times, 

The Metric System. — ^To convert grains or minims into centi- 
grammes, multiply them by six; to convert drachms into grammes, 
multiply them by four; to convert ounces into grammes, multiply 
them by thirty-two.— ^x 
3 
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Diarrhoea Pills. — ^The following formula is given by Professor 
Wm. Thompson, of the University of the city of New York — 

R Plumbi acetatis grs. 16, ' 

Pulv. camphorae , grs. 12, 

Piilv. opii grs. 3, 

Bismuth subcarb grs. 12, 

Extract gentian q. s. 

M. Make a mass and divide into 12 pills. — Drug, Circular, 

Comparative Temperatures. — In a series of observations by 
Dr. Taylor (Roosevelt Hospital Medical Record), it is stated — 

First, — The difference betw#»en axillary and rectal and axillary 
and vaginal temperatures is not constant, but averages about i® F. 
in favor of the rectum and vagina. 

Second. — In certain exceptional cases the temperature may be 
considerably higher in the axilla than in the rectum or vagina. 

Third, — The difference does not seem to vary directly with the 
height of the temperature. 

Fourth, — The difference in favor of the mouth, in buccal and 
axillary temperatures, averages about one-half that in favor of the 
rectum and vagina, when axillary temperatures are accompanied 
with the latter. 

Toothache Drops. — 

R Spr. chloroform '] 

Spr. ether sulph | 

Spr. camphor ^ aa 3 ffd. M. 

Tr. opii I 

Tr. iodini J 

Facts Worth Knowing. — That salt fish are quickest and best 
freshened by soaking in sour milk. 

That cold rain water and soap will remove machine grease from 
washable fabrics. 

That fish may be scaled much easier by fir^t dipping them into 
boiling water for a minute.* * 

That fresh meat beginning to sour, will sweeten if placed out 
of doors in the cool air over night. 

That milk which has changed may be sweetened or rendered 
fit for use again by stirring in a little soda. 

That boiling starch is much improved by the addition of sperm, 
or salt, or both, or a little gum arable, dissolved. 

That a tablespoonful of turpentine, boiled with your white 
clothes, will greatly aid the whitening process. 

That kerosene will soften boots and shoes that have been hard* 
ened by water, and will render them pliable as new. 

That clear boiling water will remove tea stains ; pour the yvater 
through the stain, and thus prevent its spre{*ding over the fabric. 
— yournal of Health. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

SOVTHERy MEDICAL COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT. 
The Oommencement Exercises of the above new and rapidly rising 
InstitutioQ, took plaoe at De Give's opera bouse on tbe evening of tbe 
27tb of February, 1883, and were of the most interesting character. The 
following account, given by one of our city papers, the Monday Monv' 
ing Maii^ is so well drawn that it will suffice lo ooyy it as published : 

INTERESTING E^^RCISES-THE 8PEECHE8,-NAMB8 OP GRADUATES- 
PRIZES, ETC. SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

On Tuesday night last, at De Give's, which was crowded, occurred 
the commencement exercises of this Institution, whoe rapid growth to 
its present eminence is certainly a very high compliment to its origi- 
nators and managers. After prayer by Rev. Geo. Leonard Chaney« 
began the evening's programme. 

Tbe annual report of Dr. W. P. Kioolson, Dean of the College, was 
as follows : 

Mr, President^Tn making the annual report at tbe close of the 
sessi'in of 1883, it gives me much pleasure to say there is eveiy cause 
for feelings of congratulation among tbe Trustees and Faculty, as the 
steps of progress have been, in many respects, vory great. At the be- 
ginning of the term tbe obligation to the profession to which we stood 
committed, was fultllled In the opening of the C'-ntral Ivy Street Hos- 
pital, adjoining the College, whioh was plai'cd under the medical con- 
trol of tbe Kaculty by the Ladies' Hospital Ansociation of this city. 
Many most interesting cases have been treated in thib institution, which 
have been utilized as far as practicable for the benefit of the clitf>s. In 
the coming term we anticipate a much more extended supply of clinical 
material from this source, and pledge out selves to use it faithfully and 
conscientiously for the imparting of medical instructiou to our students. 

Our schedule of lectures has been interrupted only by sickness, 
whieby I regret to say, has, in one or two instances, laid its hand heavily 
upon us. It is with pain that I note the continued and serious illness 
of our Proftfssor or the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

The matriculants of the t^cbooi have numbered this session 108, and 
we present you for graduation this evening a class of t* irty-eeven. Py 
a singular coincidence the class numbers precisely the s ^me as la»t 
session 

III conclusion, I would say that our graduating class to-night, by 
their high standing, have proved themselves worthy of any institution. 

Prof. T. 8. Powell, President of the Board of Trustees, then con- 
ferred the degree of Doctor of Medicine upon the following candidates 
for that honor: J. W. Albert, J. H. Alley, T. I. Appleby, W. A. 
Bradley, Gk>rdon Caritbers, D. Q. Fluker, J. ^, Fowler, W. L. Fun- 
derborg, C. M. George, J. P. Qall, D. f. Knott, W. A. MoArthur, G, 
H. HoMillAD. J- B. Med]oc^y W. Q. Clemep(, A. H. Orawford, A, I, 
Bavls^ A* S. Pyar, 8. W. Everett, H. Jj. Harvey, 4.T. Harwell, J. W, 
^weU| Lee Hu0k^er, (i. \f. ^elle^, W. A? MP^^^f^f -T* A* ^^]^f P' 
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R. Normally E. P. Overby, F. B. Palmer, F.H.Sims, M. W.Speer, 
C. B. Thomas, M. R. TolaDd, J^:. Van GoIdUnoven, 8. W. Visage, 
Jefferson Wilcox, and W. L. Wright 

Dr. Powell, having conferred the degrees, spoke as follows i 

Gentlemen of this, the Fourth Graduating Class of the Southern 
Medical College :— Ah the President of this Institution, it is appropriate 
that I say a few parting words. 

From this stage, as from a common haven, you bej^in the great 
voyage across the ocean of life. Your frail barks are gaily trimmed with 
fluttering b pes and ornamented with the glittering Jewels of ever 
dreaming fancy. But, ah, my young professional brethren, how solemn 
are the reflecttdiis that arise while contemplating the sjene and the oc- 
casion with the mind's eves. 

Where will we all be In the years to come ? What will the course 
of each of you have been ? Will it have been over a smooth sea, with 
favoring winds and happy prospects, or will the storms of adversity 
have beaten upon you ? 

Will danger be at the prow and sorrow at the helm ? How far will 
each be on the voyage to the invisible shores of the spirit-land ? How 
long before the breakers of death shall sound their dreadful warning? 
Will we all meet again in this pAthiess sea men call *'Ltfe," and hear 
from each other's lips the greeting, wafted across the dark billows,— 
'Mil's well?" Or shall we never meet until the beacon-light of eternity 
dawuH upon the failing sight, and the haven of eternal rest opens its 
golden |x>rtal8 to receive the weary wanderer ? Who can answer these 
questions, and yet you, we— all of us— ought to ask them in the pro- 
toundest humility. 

Some of the answers are hidden by the Impenetrable veil of the 
future, and the most important one can only be answered beyond the 
grave. Still this contemplation will teach us humility, one of the most 
precious ornaments of the mind, and without which all the knowledge 
gained from book^, and all the arts and sciences taught by your skillful 
teachers shall avail you but little in the trials and experience^ of life. 

But, my dear Doctors, remember that whatevnrmay befall you, the 
Heavenly Father above us, who teaches the hearts and souls of His 
children, will never forsake you, if you will listen to, and profit by the 
lessons of divine wii^dom which He inculcates. 

Remember, too, that in all the realm of memory there Is no brighter 
spot for you than the one around which cluster the ever green recollec- 
tions of your college days at the .Southern Medical College. 

Also remember there is nothing that conduces more to the happi- 
ness and peace of mind of the phytscian than the consciousness that he 
has done his duty well. 

When the eve of life approaches and the setting sun beams its last 
ray over him, how pleasant it must be to leel that suttering humanity 
has been benefitted at his hand:?. 

Remember, too, that there is something more ennobling— something 
of a greater value than the love of lucre, should actuate him to pursue 
the proft>s8ional path he has chosen. 

when the pallid sutferer lies groaning on his bed, the mere knowl- 
edge that by his suffering he would gain, should not induce him to at- 
tempt N cure. 

Sympathy for his affliction should spring unbidden in his heart and 
the samo feeling which would arise from the sufTering of a brother !»h« uld 
be cLgendtTed in him towards any feliow*crfature, and he should en- 
deavor to make bin vi8it»< like stripes of bright, clear sky between the 
cloudH. He should come like Aurora chasing away tht- darkness. 

The howlinv storm, thn chilling wintry winds, the soorching noon- 
fide sun, nr the darkness of a ifipo^Ies^ night, should ;^o( be un 6x0999 
for neglect, 
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In coDcliisiOD, my young brethren, let me entreat you to pursue the 
course you have been taught in this institutlMn, and my word for it, 
success will be yours, and whether your life be robed in sunlight or 
darkness* by trouble and tempest, posterity will embalm your memory 
and a grateful world proclaim you a shining light in your own genera- 
tiop — a benefactor to successive generations of mankind. 

The Rev. Henry McDonald then addressed the graduating class. He 
discussed the relations that ought to exist between the physician and 
the patient. 

1. What the public has a right to expect of the physician : First. 
There must be the strong substratum of common sense^ ^econd. There 
roust be f borough training. Every State is recreant to its duty thatdoes 
not require the young student to undergo thorough prepar tion. Third. 
There must be continual study. Follow up yo^r studies, young men. 
There is a sort of a providence which gives a young Doctor plenty of 
time for keeping abreast of everything. 

2. What has a physician the right to expect of the patient? First. 
Give the physician your confidence; call the physician on time. Many 
cases have been lost through delay in sending for the doctor, and in re- 
fusing him your confidence. Don't be misled. Beware of the Indian 
medicine man or the retired clergyman wfio peddles patent medicine. 
[Laughter.] It is surprising how much patent medicine a man can take 
—and live, [threat laughter.] Beware of clairvoyants or cure-alls. It 
is better to die in the orthodox ranks than to fall by the ruthless hand ot 
the troths and vandals. [Applause.] Second. Pay the Doctor; even if 
a man does work for the good of the cause, still a little money coming 
along occasionally help* a man to work with a better heart. Never, 
never fall to pay the Doctor. In conclusion, I wish you all well. May 
you all attain high rewards and succeed in getting good wives, live good 
lives, and at last reach that land where the inhabitants never say ''I am 
sick." [Loud and continued applause.] 

We have only touched soooe of the points in Dr. McDonald's ad- 
dress, which was very Instructive and useful in its principles and 
grand and eloquent in sentiment and delivery. 

Dr. Alexander 8. Dyar, of Atlanta, delivered the valedictory. He 
spoke atteciionately of the entire corps of professors, and of his cotem- 
porary graduates, and acquitted himbelf with much credit. His refer- 
ence to the great men of our times was well made, and his allusion to 
the lamented Hen. Hill, of Georgia, was eloquent and toucliing. 

The presentati'^n of prizes was made by Col. John H. Seals, of the 
Sunny Southy as follows : 

First Honor— Gold medal, value $50, offered by the Faculty for the 
highest aggregate examination, and was awarded to Dr. F. H. Sims, of 
Georgia. 

Second Honor— Gold medal for next highest, by the Faculty, and 
was awarded to Dr. M. R. Toland, of Texas. 

3. Gold medal offered by Prof.T. S. l-owell, for highest exam ina* 
t'on in Obstt-trics and Diseases of Women and Children, was awarded 
to Dr. F. H. Sims. 

4. Gold medal, by Prof. G. G. Crawford, for highest examination 
upon Chemioal, Operative and Scientific Surgery, was awarded to Dr. 
J.H Alley. 

b. G<4d medal, by Prof. W. D. Bizzell, for highest examination 
upon tbe Prinoiples an^ Priictioe of ^e<|iciney ^as f^warded \o Dr. C. B, 
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6. Case oontaioinff Hypodermlo Syringe and Clinical TbenDome* 
ter, for highest examination in Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by 
Prof. G. Q, Roy, was awarded to Dr. Jefferson Wilcox, of Qeofgia. 

7. An Ophthalmasccpe, for highest examination upon Diseases of 
the Eye, Ear and Throat, by Prof. A. O. Hobbs, was awarded to Dr. C. 
B. Thomas. 

8. Medical Case, by Prof. R. C. Woid, for highest examination in 
Pbysioloiry. Awarded to Dr. M. P. Toland. 

9. A case of instruments, by Prof. Wm. Perrin Nicolson, for high- 
est examination upon General and Descriptive Anatomy, awarded to 
Dr. M. R. Toland. 

10. Chemical Set, by Prof. Bums, for highest examination in Chem- 
istry. Awarded to Dr. F. H. Sims. 

The l)enedlction was pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Chaney. 

Wurm'sorchestra discoursed sweet music at intervals. 

The ladies manifested great interest in the exercises, casting 
boquets to the graduates and warmly participating in the plaudits of 
the occasion. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

United States Dispensatory.-- See announcement of the last 
edition of the United States Dispensatory in this Journal. 

Prop. Thad. Johnson, who has been long conflued to his room 
with a severe nervous afVeotion, is, at this writing, reported better, and 
his friends are hopeful of his recovery. 

Lacto-Phosfhates.— Examine the new advertisement in this ifisue 
of a preparation prepared by Dr. Wheeler, of Montreal, Canada— JSIfix. 
Ferri el CaMs Phosphate. 

Anatomy in The Southern Medical Colleoe.— The facilities 
for the Btu<1y of Anatomy in Ihe Southern Medical College, Atlanta, 
are of a superior order— cannot, indeed, be surpassed in any Institution. 

List brine.— See new advertisement of Lambert & Co , Manufac- 
turing Chemists, St. Lnuis, in this Journal. Listerine, as prepared by 
this house, is having a fine run, and is coming into general use as an 
antiseptic preparation in surgical and obstetrical practice, etc. 

Death op A. H. Stephens, Governor op Georgia.— At a late 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of tbe Southern Medical College, At- 
lanta, very strong resolutions were adopted as a tribute to Mr. 
Stephens, who was a member of the Board and a warm friend of 
the Institution. He was truly a great friend and patron of Education « 
himself a profound scholar— a wise philosopher, a great statesman ; 
and In all respects, a great and good man. 

Mepicai. AfiSoqiAT^oN OF GsoRaiA.-^Remcmber, the State 
^e^\cf^ i^Bsooiatlon meets thepi^sent year op the third Wsdnead^j of 
Apii), at Atbens, Georgia. 

pf. ^. M« Wade, Secretary of the Committee of Arrangementa, 
1^1 J^ibejinf wn^!^ ' '"I'l^^ the eouft-hoi^ has ^i^ selected taf t||f 
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place of meeting of the Georgia Medieal AiBociation. Board at the two 
hotels reduced to two dollars per day. 

"The programme of business and entertainment will be issued as 
soon as the arrangements have been perfected. We are working to 
make the visit of the Associstlon pleasant as well as profitable.'' 

THE LOUISIANA SIATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
Which held Its last meeting in New Orleans, March 30th, 1881, and 
which adjourned to meet at the same place in March, 1882, but which 
fkiled to make the last appointment by reason of devastating floods, has 
by consultation of the ofHcers, been appointed to meet in the city of 
Shreveport, on Wednesday, the 4th day of April. 1888. 

The same officers and committee- last elected hold their positions 
under the constitution. The above item of information was kindly 
famished us by A A. Lyon, M. D. President. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

Manual of Gynecolooy : By D. Berry Bart, M. D , F. R. C. P. K„ 
Lei-inrer on Midu ifery anil Diseases of Wom^n, Hcnooi of Medicine, 
Edinburie ; Jate Aosisiunt to the Puifessor or Midwjiery, University 
of Eilinburg; late Pre&ident of the Poy^l Mt-dicul Society, £t4'.; 
and A. H. Baihour, M. A.. B. Sc, M. B., AssisUnt to the Pnfessor 
of Midwifery. University of Edinburg; Ute Prpsldt-nt f>f the R<iyal 
M^-dical Society. Vol. 1. witn Eight Plates and one hundred and 
ninety-two wckxI cuts. New York: William Wood 4k Co., 1883. 

The above work contains 318 large octavo pages, snd is beautifully 
—even fanciftilly bound. The typography is excellent, the lllustraticns 
many and k)eautlful. 

The author states that he has tried to observe the principle ''that 
the Anatomy, Physiology and Pathology of the pelvic orgnns form the 
foundation of gooil Chemical work. As students, we feel the WMut of a 
text-book based on this princip'e and embodying the most recent views 
from the various literatures,'' etc. We revurd this as an admirable 
work, and well up with the timi-s in the special department of Gyne- 
cology. 

Ui9iVEii8AiiTSM AoAiNST Itbklf— Revlped Edition. A Scriptural 
Analysis of the Doctrine. By A. Welford Hall, Ph. D. New 
York : 28 Park Row. Hall & Co. 1883. 

This we regard th« ablest and mofrt tborouffh refutation of the 
doctrine of Universalism which has ever been published. Every text 
and every rossible argument which has been uri^ed on behalf of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation has been successfully met. I pon one 

S»ini only we cannot so with the author, and that is his position touch- 
g ihe foreknowledge of God, in which he holds that God has and 
exeicises the pow^r of withholding His knowledge of future ev* ntf, or 
chooi^es not to foreknow all things; yet we concede that be makes this 
point more plausable than at first thought seemed possible. Upon the 
wliol«-, the book Is a remaikable one, and should be read by all w.io 
desire information upon the subject of Unlven^a ism. Jt is truly Unl* 
versalism against itself. Those who have not been refreshed by read- 
ing the author's work called Problem of Human Life^ will flnd the 
chapters in tbe concluding part of the present work, on **The immor- 
tality of the Soul," not only novel but exoeedingly instructive and in- 
teresting. 
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RECEIPTED. 

}883.-Dr8.JIGrover, 8 W Eaton, WTK-^ndall, MWBpeer, WP Walker, JC 
Smith. J F Allread, J W Albert, E Van Goidtiinoveii, J L Klchardis DRN<»rraaii, 
H W Kf nnerlv. D B Searoy. Jno M Yoang, T J Jones, J H Boggnn, W £ Qalnn» 
K H Davis, N B Warreii. D E Ruff, J M Boring, H Fox. J F Davm, E H M Farrbam« 
A C Fox. to Sept. '83 ; <; P Sanderv, C B Tliomaa, C M Ulbbon, I N ocas, to J uly, '88 ; 
AG Grove, to July, '83; G Wrlgbt, toJaly. *8S; A R JoneM,to July.'SS; J M Boring, 
1882; JLCarotben, J P Stevens HL Sutberlaud, JBBaUey, J W Sanders, 1882 ; 
U W Rea, 1882. 

SPECIiS.L ISrOTICES. 



PARKE, DAVIS A€0.->Thi8 magnificent Dmg establishment, located at De* 
troit, MJch , have, by unremitting perseverance and taltblulnesainall their buKinens 
iutertfSls. obtained tiie con ddeuce and good will of the mf'dical proreaslon through- 
out ihe entire country. They have acoumpllshed much fur the progress of Medical 
Science and ianceiy benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and Important 
Drugs. They are entitled to liie thanlcs of the ProfeMlou, and Justly deseiTe the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

Philadklpria, Pknk., December 22, 1882. 
An analy.^is of seyen samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manufacturers, was made and published in the Amrrican Journal of Pharmacy 
by me, and those made by William R Warner A Cck. were found to be correct as to 
quantity and purity of Quinine. HENRY TRIMBLE, Analytica* OtemUU 

CCLERiNA.-Dr. Plerw>l,of Knox county, Illinois, says: I am using CELERINA, 
which, in my opinion, and ii is backed up by experience in its use. I think usiands 
at the nead. it oeitalnly is the best thing 1 have ever used as a nervine, and when- 
ever a nervous, hyKierlcal woman (or man either; cornea to me for treatment, CXLS- 
KINA is the main ihing I prescribe. 

Prof. James M HolijOWAy. M. D., of ix>uisvll]e, thus refers to Li8TCRiNC:— 
**My brief experience with LI8TERINE lias been Hatlsfaciory. One case of veiy ub- 
stiuMte and olleiiHive nasal catarrh has been much benefited by lis u«e. after various 
other well-known remedieshad been tried in vain. An aggravated case of diphthe- 
ritic sore throat was attended by such intense nausea and pain that otiier lemedifS 
could not be hwallowed, and other gargles could not be tolerated. The LISTEKINB 
was given, and not only retained, but fallowed by amelioration of the diHtre»<slng 
symptoms As a dentifrice it is not only effectual as a cleanser and sweetener of the 
mouih, but it is decidedly pleasant In taste. 

McKESSON A ROBBING.— This great Drug Bstabllfchment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation as reliable and eminently successful busiiuess 
men. Their various preparations are of acknowlediced excellence and purity, nud 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and Ijeanty \»ith which they aie presented to 
the trade. See their advertisement opposite 1st page of reading matter in th.s 
Journal. 

T.lvermore flfjrlovmptale Pen*— The CMoapo^ldvance says: A fountain pen 
that always writes and never **ieaks," that makes a fuir. plain line, and never 
blacken* ilie fingers, and that, once filled, ctin he used for days without change, 
avoiding all the bother and interruption or reaching over to the InkKtand for a fteish 
dlpevery two minutes, that can be carried in the pock* t, and is as handy for use, 
and as neat as a lead pencil, anu that writes on any paper, however thin or soft; such 
a pen is worth having. And such a pen la the ^'Livermore Stylographic Pen." This 
we know from personal use. Price, 82.00. Address 

STYLOGRAPHIC PEN CO., 209 Washington St^ Boston, Mass. 

FARMERS and others desiring a genteel, lucrative agency business, by which 
85 to S2U a di«y can be earned, send addreKS at once, on postal, to H. C WILKINSON 
A CO., 196 and lOT Fulton street, New York. 

More of EI.UOTT'fl SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to difl'erent parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparltion of every 
Bag in the market. The U. 8. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do tlie same thing get the stamlard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER, 7U9 Washington Avenue, St. Louis. Mo. 

Pliiiia raoiidenBia.— Dbar Sib— Your Kennedy's Pinus Canadensis has an- 
swered an admirable purpose in two cases of catarrh of the bowels, and I want more 
Immediately, and now ask that you send me half-dosen bottles by first express. 

W. N. CLINE, M. D. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 

DIPHTHERIA— TREATMENT OF. 

By Addison C. Fox, M. D., ok Maryland. 

I deem it my professional dut}' to give to the public the follow- 
ing remedy for diphtheria. This remedy has not failed me, nor 
two other physicians to whom I gave the recipe, in a single in- 
stance^ although since we commenced its use, about six months 
ago, we have treated a large number of cases — mild, malignant, 
and some complicated with croup and scarlet fever. Believing 
that the false membrane in diphtheria is alive with bacteria^ and that 
even a weak solution of mercury or thymol would destroy them 
in a short time, I prepared the following gargle : 

R Hydr. bichloridi gr. j, ( i ) 

Thymol (crystals) gr. ss, {\) 

Alcohol 5 ii, (2) 

Tr. Phytolacca dec § ss, (^) 

Aqua dest §xiv (14) 

M. Sig. To be used freely as a gargle every one, two or 
three hours. 

J have often seen the false membrane disappear in twenty-four 
hours, under this treatment, (before the bacteria could enter the 
blood) and seldom later than forty-eight hours. I give internally, 
for the blood poison, to clean the tongue and promote the proper 
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absorption of food, simply the tincture of baptisia tinctoria in one 
drop doses in a teaspoonful of water, every hour or two. I also 
give freely a diet of milk, cream and beef essence, and milk toddy, 
if needed, and insist on free ventilation and the use of disinfec- 
tants. 

When the child is too young to use the gargle, I make a mop 
by tightly tying absorbent cotton to a pen-handle or stick, or roll- 
ing it in the dry powder until covered, and then applying gently 
and carefully to the membrane in the throat, three or four times 
daily. The powder is prepared as follows : 

R Hydrarg. bichloride gr. j, 

Sacchari lactis 5 i-^ii, 

Ol. menth. pip gtt. ii. 

M. This powder must be applied dry with the dry mop, renew- 
ing the cotton each application. 

I also send the following remedy for "Membranous Croup," 
which, in a practice of over twenty years, I have never seen* 
equalled : 

R Pulv. sanguinaria rad 3 j. 

Acid acetic dilut § viii. 

Aqua destil 3 viii. 

Mix and let stand seven days, then filter, add two pounds white 
sugar and boil until the sugar is dissolved. Strain the syrup and 
to each ounce add tine, aconite root and tine, iodine of each one 
drop. Give one-half teaspoonful, to a child one year old, every 
half hour until relieved. This syrup is also useful in diphtheria. 



SOME PRACTICAL FACTS RELATING TO THE 
TRANCE STATE IN INEBRIETY. 



By T. D. Crothers, M. D. 



In 1877 niy attention was called to an inebriate who while sober 
had purchased a trotting horse, paying a fabulous price, giving a 
note of hand in part payment. Two days after, he denied all 
knowledge of the transaction, and became involved in a legal 
contest. On the trial it appeared that the purchase of the horse 
had been discussed for a day or more, and that he had exhibited 
unusual sagacity and judgment to avoid deception and protect 
himself. Also that, although drinking large quantities of spirits, 
he gave no evidence of other than good judgment, and perfect 
knowledge of his acts and their ctosequences. 

In the defense it was shown that the purchase of the horse was 
a most unusual act; that he rarely ever visited the race course; was 
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:afraid of driving fast hotses; never took any interest in racincf; 
liad many horses of his own; and lastly, needed the money paid 
for this horse for another purpose which had been determined be- 
fore. From his own statement he had many blanks of memory 

• while drinking, and at this time he lost all recollection of passing 
' events from the hour of dinner, during which he drank freely, 

xintil the second day after, when he awoke in his store, and slip- 
posed he had been asleep a short time. His family were sure that 
in these blank states they could recognize a dullness of mental 
action and a general abstrcctedness of manner not common when 

- sober. He could not read in this state, and seemed incapable of 
fixing attention on the conversation for only a few moments at a 
time. 

The suit went against him, and soon after he came to the asylum 

•for treatment. His inebriety grew out of inheritance, overwork, 
.and bad nutrition, and was noted for periods of continuous drink- 
ing and free intervals of sobriety, both of which were irregular, 
and not prominent in any particular. 

From inquiry I was surprised to find that these blank states were 
not uncommon among inebriates ; that nearly every case gave a 

: history of loss of memory and consciousness of acts committed 

• while using spirits to excess. In some cases this blank was total 
-and remained so ever after; in others it was partial and cleared up 
. after recovery. Acts committed during the delirium of intoxica- 
tion, or in mental states approaching this, or stupor, would not be 
remembered, for some time after, but would gradually be recalled 
until it was all clear. In other cases this blank of memory would 
remain like a cloud for weeks, then all at once, from some little 

• circumstance, break away, and every act be perfectly clear. 

Thej>c freaks of memory, (so called), following excess of alco- 
hol, are almost infinite in variet}'^ and complexity, and are very sig- 
nificant when studied carefully. Where the blank is total, and 
remains so, during which the person acts more or less rationally, 
and never after is able to recall any recollection of it, it is called'a 
'trance state. 

In all probability this is a suspension or paralysis of certain brain 
functions, 'or as Dr. Beard believes, a consciousness that is not re- 
nriemberable. In other words, the person in this state acts as if he 
was in full possession of all his brain powers, and yet the memory 
-does not record it for future consideration. He is for the time be- 
ing an automaton, — acts and apparently reasons from some un- 
known stand-point. 

Whatever the pathology may be, it is clear that the mind in this 
'-State is a mental waif, subject to every passing influence, both 
from disordered states within and without. 

From my experience this state is very common in inebriety, and 
closely associated with many of the criminal and insane acts com- 
mitted at this time. 

As in all other new phases of 'science, thei*e is a psychological 
-element, which must be understood before its mysteries can be 
•cleared away. Take any case of a chronic inebriate seen on the 
-•streets, and study the operations of his mind and the nature of his 
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actions, while under the influence of alcohol, and this element: 
will be clear. 

The inebriate sufTering from excess of alcohol has always a dis^ 
organized brain power; various governing centres are suspended^ 
mental and physical incoordination is present, and he. is literally 
unsound, insane, and irresponsible. 

If (he trance state is present, he is a dangerous automaton, mov- 
ing along certain fixed lines of conduct, or acting in obedience to- 
unknown forces which may change or vary any moment. 

Thoughts and impulses suggested by deranged organs, or com- 
ing from the past, aiay suddenly concentrate into acton, irrespec- 
tive of consequences. Both subjective and objective states, influ-^ 
enced by conditions of health and brain power, may develop into 
deeds that are practically unknown and unrecorded by the higher 
brain centres. 

The strange, unaccountable acts of the inebriates who are not- 
stupid or delirious, have been attributed to vice and low moral con- 
ditions. Yet a study of these cases reveals an absence of purpose 
and motive, and a class of actions that are devoid of all sense 
and common reason. For instance, a man who was an inebriate,, 
while drinking and apparently conscious, sold out his farm at a 
very low rate. lie had no recollection of this event, and there 
was no reason or motive for doing it. In one case a man forged 
a note and drew the money on it, while drinking, without any ob- 
ject or motive. He had no recollection of this, and had money at 
his command, and no possible use for the other funds. 

In another instance a man in this state offered violence to his: 
father and mother, and was thoroughly unconscious of what he 
had done. These cases can be multiplied to almost an indefiniter 
extent; and beside having no recollection of the act, they are 
marked by an absence of all reason or purpose, that indicates their- 
real nature. They are not alone confined to cases of inebriety, but 
are seen following blows on the head and shocks from traumatism,, 
either physical or psychical. The following cases are marked in- 
stances : 

A leading physician was rendered insensible by an injury from a 
railroad accident ; he recovered, went about assisting the wounded^ 
was finally sent home, and regained consciousness, or apparently 
woke up, thirty-six hours after, having not the slightest recollec« 
tion of anything which had happened from the time of the acci- 
dent, in which he was precipitated to the bottom of the car. 

A surgeon in one of the large cities was thrown out of a car- 
riage, striking on his head, and was unconscious for a few mo- 
ments, got up and went to a hospital, wrote many prescriptions, 
directing the surgical dressing in several cases, came home and. 
laid down, sleeping and drowsy for twelve hours, then awoke, . 
having no recollection of all the time from the moment of the ac- 
cident. 

In these cases there was a trance state following the injur}', al- 
though there were no signs of this in the manner or actions of the- 
persons. In inebriety such cases are those in which the min(L 
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tmoves along accustomed lines of thought and action, following 
rsome plan which has been usual or common in the past. 

Epilepsy, insanity, or the emotions powerfully excited, may be, 
and often are, followed by these automatic phenomena. Instances 
of such cases are to be found in all medical literature relating to 
mental diseases, although not recognized by this name or under- 
stood. In inebriety there is a peculiar disposition to develop this 
form of mental disturbance, and its full recognition will mark an 

• era in the progress of science. It is always found associated with 
a peculiar neurotic condition, either induced by alcohol or existing 
before alcohol is used. It is also seen most frequently in chronic 
cases. 

The practical facts which should be noted are not only to deter-- 
mine the presence of inebriety in a given case, but to study the 

• character and nature of the mental state, and the actions which 
result from it. No one who uses alcohol to excess can be of sound 
mind. There are always instability and perversion of mental ac- 
tivity, as well as defective brain power. 

The higher brain centres governing the relations of life are dis- 
organized, and morbid impulses of any kind are likely to take 
possession and guide mental activity. No one can draw dividing 
lines where normal reason is lost in cloudy, unstable action. 

When the inebriate, by his manner and conduct, exhibits mani- 
fest hallucinations, delirium, and unnatural stupor or excitement, 
it is not difficult to recognize the mental disturbance. But when 
his action and manner are along the line of natural, every -day life, 
-although he may be using alcohol to excess, and claims to have no 
recollection of what he has been doing, the case should receive the 
' closest scrutiny. 

When a drinking man, not stupid or delirious from alcohol, but 
known to be using it all the time, commits an extraor^^inary or 
unusual act, not in accordance with any reasonable motive or pur- 
pose, and afterwards denies all recollection of what he did, the 
possibility of a trance state is very strong. 

It has Deen well established that inebriates have, through some 
motive of their own, or by the persuasion of others, deliberately 
used alcohol for the purpose of giving them some power to com- 
mit crime; also hoping by this means to shield themselves from 
the legal cocisequences of their acts. 

IJhese cases are marked by either an unreasoning frenzy or a 
•cool deliberation that is foreign to the man in his natural condition. 
The following case was very prominently discussed a few years 
ago. A mild, quiet man, who was a pontinuous drinker, and had 
never been known to do a violent act, committed a most aggra- 
vated murder of a man, who was on the best of terms with him, 
and for no visible purpose. He denied all knowledge of the act, 
and died in prison before his execution, from consumption follow- 
ing excessive grief. Some years after it appeared that after drink- 
ing a certain amount he was unconscious of the nature of his acts, 
but could be influenced by any strong will, and had been often 
persuaded to do certain things that were not natural in his sober 
moments. 
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It also came out that this murder was planned and urged by- 
two men, who were fully aware of his condition of oblivion to the- 
nature and consequences of his acts; that by continually plying 
him with spirits, and urging this act, it became impressed on his. 
cloudy brain, and was carried out. This was a condition of trance,. 
which had been noticed and taken advantage of by the real per- 
petrators of the crime. I am convinced that much of the purpose- 
less crime committed by inebriates, which puzzles both courts and 
juries to explain on any reasonable basis of human conduct, origi- 
nates in the trance state. Such cases are never studied, and are- 
unknown, and the legal efforts to remedy them by punishment liter- 
ally precipitate them lower, and make recovery naore and more • 
difficult. 

In an article '*On the Trance State in Inebriety,"" read before 
the New York Medico- Legal Society, last year, I have detailed 
some very significant cases, showing the necessity of careful study 
of all these cases, by competent men, before the nature of respon- 
sibility in any case can be determined. The plea of no. recollec- 
tion or memory of the act or event urged by the inebriate is al- 
ways a physiological and psychological possibility, which* can only 
be settled by a careful study. 

So far my studies have indicatad that the trance state in inebri- 
ates is marked by two* forms of mental action that can be deter- 
mined clearly; one in which the mind in this state moves along 
certain familiar lines of action and follow some purpose which has 
been previously fixed, all of which appears natural and reasonable. . 
The second form is where a new line of thought and action ap- 
pears, unusual and foreign to his every-day life— -often impulsive. , 
inconsistent, and yet seemingly one which he is fully conscious of, .. 
and if questioned at the time, may give reasons that seem to justify/ 
his conduct. 

In both of these forms, sudden changes may occur. Emotional: 
disturbances may precede this state, or appear coincidently with. 
it. The senses are dulled and enfeebled, or intensified in certain 
directions, and impulses of any character may appear without pre- 
monition, like a flash of light, and disappear the next moment. 

Every physician should be able to recognize these states, and. 
study their meaning, both medico-legally and physiologically. In. 
all probability medical interference in cases of supposed trance, in* 
the form of an emetic or cathartic, or in the shape of a counter- 
irritant, would restore the normal recognition of environment, ^nd 
save the patient untold suffering. The subject of inebriety must 
be studied above the dogmas of theologians and reformers, from, 
the standpoint of science. • It is purely a medical subject, and 
theories based on any other study are always '^confusion worse^ 
confounded." — Afed. and Surg, Rep, 



A French photographer has invented an instrument for taking: 
instantaneous negatives of birds and insects on the wing. It Is am 
instrument somewhat resembling a gun, which is pointed at thci 
flying creature. — Ex. 
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HYPODERMIC USE OF STIMULANTS. 



By T. Curtis Smith, M. D., Aurora, Indiana. 



The value of this method of medication in general, stands un- 
questioned by the great mass of intelligent practitioners. 

Twenty years ago, it was unheard of, except by a favored few ; 
now its use is almost universal in the regular ranks of the piofes- 
sion. To deprive us of the hypodermic use of remedies, would 
be to take away one of our most powerful and effective plans of 
meeting and combating many forms of diseases or intercurrent 
complications. 

But we do not propose to speak of the general applicability of 
this plan. Almost everyone knows that morphia' is discharged 
from the hypodermic syringe into the tissues of the human body, 
with, perhaps, greater frequency than all other therapeutic agents 
combined. To tell the strory of such use of the agent would be 
but thrashing old straws. 

Of the general use of stimulants, hypodermically, less has been 
written, and possibly less known. 

Very often, from the collapse of shock or injury, the sudden on- 
set of some violent disease, the collapse of a heart-stroke, or that 
which announces the threatened final dissolution from some low 
form of disease, we feel the need of a rousing stimulant. The de- 
mand is imperative. The case is often clearly such that if we can 
tide it over the present critical state, we may feel assured that it 
may recover. 

fiut the stomach may be irritable and reject all that is put into 
it. The nervous depression may be so great that the stomach re- 
fuses to absorb quickly — because the nerve centeis are paralyzed 
— stunned. Any stimulant thrown into it is not soon taken up. 
Its slowness of absorption — almost total inaction — in such states 
of the system, is well known. Often, to wait on its tardy motion, 
is to only wait for the pale messenger. By the rectum, the method 
is no better. It may or may not be retentive. So also the stom- 
ach may be full of food, or the food may be fermenting instead of 
digesting — soured — and utterly refuse to perform the functions as 
promptly as needed to save life. 

What shall we do ? Stand still and see precious time goby, and 
death come without a risisting effort ? By no means ! In many 
cases, it were useless to do otherwise than simply seem to do some- 
thing until death has completed its work, because we cannot do 
more than this. But very often the case stands otherwise, and 
here the value of stimulants comes to our aid by the hypodermic 
method. Morphia may often be our best stimulant, especially if 
the depression is largely the result of pain. Combined with atro- 
pia, it is often a most powerful stimulant to the circulation and 
respiration. For instance : I well remember the case of a youth 
who seemed to be suffering total collapse from an injury received 
by reason of an explosion of a steam boiler. His friends said : — 
**Let him alone; he can but die, and we would not add to his suf- 
ferings 1" I injected a stimulant dose of morphia — he rallied a 
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little — I repeated the close. The collapse was soon overcome, and 
he finally made a good recovery. This patient could not swallow, 
could scarcely breathe, was pallid and cold, yet under morphia, in 
stimulant doses, twice repeated, rallied and finally recovered. 

I have seen quite a number of similar, though less severe cases, 
rally in a similar manner under the use of moiphia, and 1 think 
better under morphia and atropia combined. 

Recently I was called to a case presenting all the symptoms of 
sporadic cholera. I do not mean ordinary cholera-morbus. There 
were the rice-water vomiting and stools, the cramping depression, 
cold extremities, livid hands, pinched face, etc. To give any reme- 
dy by the stomach only increased the vomiting. The case seemed 
to tend to a rapid fatality. A resort was promptly made to the 
hypodermic use of morphia and atropia, followed quickly by 
whisky, and finally of sulphuric ether. Of the whisky, many 
syringefuls were used, and in the course of two hours several 
syringefuls of sulph. ether. Ammon. carh. in solution, was g'lvtn 
by way of the stomach, sinapisms and heat were used externally. 
The hypodermic use of the stimulant was all that seemed to pro- 
^ duce any noticeable eflfect; the response to sulphuric ether being 
far more marked than from any other agent. 

Possibly this case might have recovered by other means than 
the hypodermic syringe; but I do not believe it. I think, now, 
that it was a mistake to use the alkaline carb. ammon. internally, 
and it would have been better practice to give arom. sulph. acid 
freely, well diluted, tor reasons every one must know on second 
thought. 

Again, I was called a few years ago to a case of cholera; found 
it in the algid stage, with death near at hand. Some prompt 
measure of stimulation must at once avail for him, or he would 
succumb speedily and surely. Everything swallowed had been 
rejected; not even a teaspoonful of water could be taken without 
provking emesis. A hypodermic injection of 1.30 grain of atropia 
was given. In a half hour, the skin began to warm up, and be- 
came florid. He could retain water, and in a short time retained 
fluid food. He rallied promptly and recovered. A very compe- 
tent physician had used his endeavor to rally him, and so far had 
utterly failed. The hypodermic stimulant had roused his nerve 
centers, especially those of respiration and circulation, and this 
secured better general vital action and a start toward recovery. 

I have seen cases of very severe cholera morbus that would have 
had a sure but slow re-action from prostration, brought quickly up 
by the hypodermic use of atropia. 

But in the use of this agent, one must be careful not to overdo 
the matter. No case demands the 1-30 grain at once, unless the 
prostration is extreme, and a very powerful appeal to the controll- 
ing nerve centers must be had immediately in order to save life. 
This dose should not be repeated in any case, unless it be one of 
opium-poisoning, and then very cautiously. A too long-continued 
or too powerful stimulation with atropia. brings a secondary de- 
pression of the nerve centers that will quite certainly prove 
fatal. 
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We have a most powerful remedy in whisky for hypodermic use. 
*rhis may be given alone, or combined with carbonate of ammonia. 
The whisky alone rarely causes any ulceration; but combined with 
iimmonia is" very liable to do so, if there is more than about a grain 
to a drachm. A half grain to the drachm is enough, and then, if 
needed, several syringctuls can be given at different points. 

A weak, aqueous solution of carbonate of ammonia is also a 
^ery powerful stimulant, and will be available to counteract con- 
•ditions of depressions from -shock or disease. 

In December, 18S1, I attended a case of typhoid fever where 
the depression became so great that the youth was thought to be 
dying. He was insensible, and the pulse barely perceptible, res- 
piration irregular and shallow, feet cold, etc. I thought the case 
quite hopeless. He could not swallow, and a little water put into 
iiis mouth threatened suffocation. Injected several syringetuls of 
w^hisky, with as much carbonate of ammonia as it would hold in 
solution. In a little time, the pulse began to fill up, the skin as- 
sumed a better color, feet warmed, and he became able to swal- 
low. From that time, he was treated to the free use of stimulants 
by the stomach, though he had had these before, and made a good 
though slow recovery. There were two ulcers at points where 
the hypodermics were used, but I thought these were better than 
the funeral which seemed to stare us in the face at one time. 

I wish to refer more especially now to the hypodermic use of 
sulphuric ether as a stimulant. I have never known it to produce 
any ulceration or evil effects whatever, though it may produce 
abscess, or be given in such quantities as to overwhelm the brain, 
and result badly, just as an overdose by the stomach would readily 
and quickly do. I know of no agent we can place under the skin 
that will so promptly and surely bring a cardiac and respiratory 
response as sulph. ether in about a thirty minim dose. This can 
be repeated in a half hour if needed, and in very urgent cases the 
•dose may be larger. The immediate local sensation of a hypoder- 
:mic injection of this agent is often like that of a quick stroke of 
the actual cautery. This passes quickly away. In many cases, no 
such sensation is felt. The next noticeable effect will be that as 
Dupuy says : 'The pulse rapidly gains, both in fullness and 
strength; the heart beats — scarcely perceptible — become more dis- 
tinct; often, after one or two injections, cyanosis and collapse dis- 
appear, and the patient awakens from a condition which was con- 
sidered desperate." 

After very great hemorrhage, Dupuy, of France, Hecker, of 
Germany, and Parvin, of Indianapolis, speak highly of its use in 
the low prostration resulting from puerpural hemorrhage. The first 
named commends it highly in collapse ; from almost any form of 
hemorrhage or shock from injury or disease. 

My own limited use of it by this method teaches me that in sul- 
phuric ether, hypodermically used, we have a most powerful and 
fairly safe remedy, in a large proportion of cases, where an imme- 
•diate and very prompt stimulant is demanded, and where the same 
is not practicable to give by the mouth. It is less apt to produce 
abscess than ammonia; more prompt in its effect than whisky 
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alone, or combined with ammonia. Whether it will be equal to^ 
or better, than atropia, in the profound collapse of cholera and like- 
diseases, I cannot say from experience. — Western Medical Re- 
porter, 

VARICOCELE. 



By a. J. Howe, M. D. 

So variable are the opinions at present prevailing in regard tO' 
the treatment of varicocele, that I am induced to reiterate what I 
have said in other places, and to add what a more extended expe- 
rience has thrown in my way. In a late issue of the Cincinnati. 
Lancet and Clinic, Dr. Daw^son, a surgeon of excellent attain- 
ments, urges the necessity of excision (castration), and denounces- 
more conservative means. Others of equal eminence advise liga- 
tion of the tortuous veins, either openly or subcutaneously. In- 
genious are the methods devised to strangulate the varices, yet all 
are attended with some risk through phlebitis and abscess. 

I will remark incidentally that not one case of varicocele in a 
hundred needs other treatment than an efficient suspensory ban- 
dage. In some instances the use of ^stringent washes contracts- 
the scrotal integument, and thus results some benefit. It is a pro- 
fessional mistake to advise severe and dangerous treatment for a 
defect that is scarcel}'^ inconvenient. 

A slight degree of varicocele exists in every man. The venous- 
dilatation comes from a disadvantageous vascular arrangement on 
the left side of the genital and urinary apparatus. The left cmul- 
gent vein is obstructed by the pressure of the abdominal aorta;' 
and the spermatic vein is not valved at its confluence with the- 
emulgent. 

Sometimes the varicose state is seen in the left lejsr, in the scro- 
tal integument, and in the skin of the abdomen. The left iliac 
vein is not as well emptied as its associate on the opposite side. 
Young men, finding the spermatic cord enlarged, or its walls dis- 
torted with coils of tortuous and dilated veins, are apt to suppose- 
that a serious lesion exists, and to think that an advertising doctoA 
is the most likely to save them from impotence and degra- 
dation. 

How much unchaste practices may have to do with varicocele I 
am unable to say. However, I think they have less influence over 
the origin and aggravation of the disease than is generally sup- 
posed. It is senseless to accuse a young man of illicit practices- 
because a pronounced degree of varicocele is present. The most 
prudent of men may have troublesome varices of the spermatic 
cord. 

It has been observed that those males who possess pendulous- 
scrotal pouches are the oftenest afflicted with varicocele ; and that 
the aflfected .testis has a long cord, and hangs correspondingly low,, 
the organ resting on its side in the bottom of the scrotum. In not 
a tew instances the epididymis is covered with varices, and the 
testicle seems diminished in size. In such cases the individual " 
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suffers from shooting pains in the cord, and dragging sensations 
in the testicle and inguinal region of the side affected. 

As has been intimated, an efficient suspensory apparatus, which 
costs a dollar or two, and is for sale by all apothecaries, will afford 
the relief needed in the majority" of cases. But aggravated forms 
of the disease present themselves. Such are to be operated upon 
if the possessor demands a radical cure. 

There is a moiety of danger in the operation, yet not enough to 
deter the surgeon from entering confidently upon its execution. 
The patient should be anaesthetized to a degree of insensibiHty, 
and then the operator seizes the disordered testicle and cord in his 
left hand, and hi^ right, holding a scalpel, make a free incision 
along the course of the cord, the cut beginning an inch below the 
spine of the pubis and ending near the epididymis, the knife divid- 
ing the dartos. The dilated and tortuous veins bulge into the 
wound, where they may be excised with sharp shears or large scis- 
sors. As soon as a plexus of varices is removed, the veins of the 
cord are scarcely seen. The blood flows out of them, and their 
walls collapse. The next step is to excise a liberal amount of scro- 
tum on that side. The fault is not in taking too much, but in re- 
moving too little. After all cutting is over, the borders of the scro- 
tal wound are to be joined by the use of a glover's needle, and a 
fine silver wire utilized as a thread in cortimon sewing. The over- 
and-over stitch is the one to be employed. At the end of two 
weeks the loops of the wire may be clipped with scissors, and re- 
moved ,in segments. The wound is to be dressed daily with 
"horo-glyceride with thymol." The suppuration will be moder- 
ate, and the pain readily endurable. No hemorrhage of a startling 
«Hture need be apprehended. Sometimes in operating the testicle 
gets liberated from its vaginal tunic, and tumbles about freely. 
Such a complication should be avoided, yet I have not known the 
accident to result in harm. 

After the healing process is complete, the testis hangs high, and 
does not drag on the cord. In fact the traumatic surfaces of the 
cord and scrotum rest in contact, and join during the reparative 
activities. A suspensory may be employed for a few weeks or 
Bonths, yet it is not necessary. 

I have operated in the way described dozens of times, and in 
no instance with bad results. The procedure is not as dangerous 
as castration, and the functions of the testicle are fully re- 
tained. 

I may remark that the hair in the vicinity of incisions should be 
snipped off to avoid their getting into the wound, and by their 
presence preventing union by the first intention. 

I should say that I do not remove the varices so completely or 
thoroughly as in former operations. I have found that the excis- 
ion of a few loops will do, especially if a generous supply of scro- 
tum be taken away. — Eclectic Med. your. 



A BOTTLE of fifty gallons' capacity, the largest ever blown in 
this country, was lately made at Millville, N. J. 
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CARE OF THE PUERPERAL BREAST— GAUNT. 



I. 



Prom American yournal of Obstetrics^ October^ 1882, 

The cursory treatment of this subject in the text-books justifies 
the complaint of the author of this paper in his charge against 
writers on obstetrics of neglecting the subject of every-day inter- 
est to the general practitioner, and giving large space to the major 
operations. All will acknowledge the importance to both mother 
and child of healthy breasts that perform their functions well, 
thereby contributing to safe nourishment of the child and develop- 
ing the material instincts and affections of the mother. You can 
appreciate the moral suffering of the delicately organized and sen- 
sitive mother who is compelled to surrender the charge of her 
children to the care of another, or what is worse, subject them to 
the dangers of artificial feeding. The form and minute anato- 
my of the breast being studied, the author then discusses the 
puerperal breast with indications for treatment, under the. follow- 
ing heads : 

1. A deficient secretion of milk. 

2. A secretion of impaired quahty. 

3. An excessive retained secretion. 

4. An obstruction to the removal of the fluid. 

5. Galactocele. 

6. Inflammations. 
Mammalgia. 
Affections of the nipple. 

And then treats of each ot these in detail the cause, progress,^, 
prognosis, and treatment : 

First. A defective secretion may be due to lack of mamnary de- 
velopment this may be encountered in either extreme of age. 
P/eparatory treatment is suggested during gestation. Avoid ex- 
cess of fal, and with this in view the physician should correct the 
popular idea of furnishing the patient with that class of diet which 
produces excessive fat, at the same time avoid the other extreme, 
which may sometimes exist from the woman's inability to digest 
well during gestation. 

The general measures for increasing the flow of milk are there- 
fore those constituional means which have the power of increas- 
ing glandular activity and are (a) a dietary presenting an excess 
of nitrogenous food principles, and (b) systematic exercise regu- 
larly taken. Medicines recommended to increase secretion of 
milk are as fallible as they are numerous. To improve the local 
tone of the gland skillful massages are strongly urged. This should 
be regularly employed night and morning. Special attention 
should be directed to the nipple. They should be rendered promi- 
nent and hardened by being pressed between the fingers, and well 
drawn out. As a medicinal application the following is recom- 
mended: 

Acid tannic 4 drachms, 

Glycerine i ounce, 

Aqua ad 2 ounces. 
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This strong solution of tannin acts differently from the weaker 
combinations of tannin and glycerine, as it actually tans the nipple, 
making it tough, resolvent and incapable of inflammation. 

The first few days after parturition are all important. The milk 
often diminishes, or ceases entirely during a rise in the mother's 
temperature, owing to a transient septic poisoning, intestinal dis- 
turbance, or other trouble. A permanent injury to the breast may 
result from neglect of care when the amount of secretion daily is 
quite irregular. 

The writer wisely calls attention to the careless manner in which 
the infant is nursed. After the secretion is well established, dur- 
ing the first month, he says the infant should be nursed at regular 
intervals, about every three hours during the day. and double that 
period at night. Excessive secretion of milk, he says, is a trouble 
very easily controlled by diet, except where there is an impover- 
ished condition of the milk from relaxation, which causes a pas- 
sive transudation of the plasm of the blood through the epithelial 
lining" of the acini. For this improve the quality of the milk, and 
the quantity will diminish in an inverse ratio. 

He applies pressure by adhesive plaster, or by a binder, being 
careful to not compress the nipple. Where.it is desirable to stop 
the secretion entirely, as where the child dies, he uses some com- 
pound of lead as the iodide ointment, or strong solution of the 
acetate. 

An obstruction to the removal of milk is a fruitful source of 
trouble in dealing with the puerperal breast. Then rubbing should 
be resorted to, or an older and stronger infant applied. Care and 
^•Ifkill is needed in the employment of massage. 

It is around inflammation of the mammary gland that our espe- 
cial interest centers. Not only is it a source of considerable mor 
tality from sepsis, but when recovery doe^ take place deformity 
may result, or the loss of that breast in subsequent pregnacies. It 
may occur as subcutaneous glandular or subglandular mastitis. 

The first object should be to prevent suppuration. The breasts 
should be well emptied. Careful massage may stimulate the cap- 
illary circulation, and diff\ise the local induration, or appliances of 
hot tincture of opium on absorbent cotton may act as a hot fomen- 
tation, besides the anodyne to control the pain. If suppuration is 
inevitable, then the two objects in view should be to hasten the 
healing process and to prevent scarring. The ung. plumbi iodidi 
serves a good purpose in many of these cases. 

The abuse of the hot poultice in mammary inflammations is as 
inexcusable as it is general. While there are times that it serves a 
good purpose, it is evident that its entire omission would be less 
prolific of trouble than its indiscriminate use. Sulphide of calcium 
has been largely used to prevent suppuration. 

A more careful study of this subject would evidently yield better 
fruit than the elaboration of Poro's operations, and other subjects 
of similar magnitude. — Western Med, Rep, 
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REVIVIFICATION. 



Bv S. Waterman, M. D., New York. 



The following two cases are selected to show the necessity or 
making persistent efforts at revivification in cases of sudden death* 
especially from heart disease, as well as in cases of still-born chil- 
dren. 

There is no doubt in my mind that in many cases of sudden 
death, especially from heart disease, prompt and persistent efforts 
to reanimate the appearently dead person may result in restoring 
life. It is probable that in many instances the heart's action may 
fail from transient causes; a dangerous syncope may supervene, 
and unless timely effoits are made, and proper measures are 
promptly resorted to, the person may pass from a state of suspen- 
sion of vitality into the silent and lasting embrace of death. 

A case in point happened to me in the month of February, 1880. 

Mr. B , a gentleman of sound constitution, about six feet in 

height, springing from a healthy ancestry, aged eighty-four years, 
had an attack of senile gangrene in the inguinal region, two inches 
and a half in length, and one inch wide. The slough »vas in time 
thrown ofi, and healthy granulation filled the wound. A second 
attack subsequently, not quite so severe, destroyed a part of the 
integument in the umbilical region. Its cause and final cure was 
similar to the first attack. The third attack was in the great toe 
of the left foot. The entire toe perished, but a line of demarca- 
tion form^^d, the destructive process wen*; no farther, healthy 
granulation formed, and the healing process progressed in the 
most healthy and satisfactory manner. Mr. B suffered in ad- 
dition from valvular disease of the heart, and likewise from Bright's 
disease (granular degeneration), probably in consequence of re- 
tarded circulation and diminished blood-pressure. One morning 
while I was sitting at his bedside, and in friendly conversation 
with him, he being to «11 appearance in a very happy mood of 
mind, he suddenly fell back, his eyes became fixed and glassy, a 
deadly pallor crept over his countenance, respiration and the heart's 
action ceased simultaneously, and death seemed to have carried 
him oft' suddenly and unexpectedly. 

It was this suddenness of the event that impelled me to make 

efforts at revivification. Two nephews of Mr. B , who were 

fortunately in the house, were brought under requisition, and un- 
der my direction systematic artificial movements were carried on 
for nearly thirty minutes. Then, to my unspeakable satisfaction, 
one deep inspiratory effort was made by the patient himself. Thus 
encouraged, we redoubled our efforts for ten minutes more; other 
inspiratory efforts followed in quicker succession, the heart began 
to respond, hardl}' audible at first, it required force and momen- 
tum ; it coufd now be felt at the wrist ; the deadly pallor passed 
away, the eyes lost their glassy, fixed aspect, sighs and groans 
could be heard ; twitchings of the muscles of the arm and fingers 
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could be distinctly felt, and the rigidity of death made way for re- 
animated conditions. 

He lay unconscious for more than ten hours, respiration being 
hurried, and breathing stertorous, the heart's action wild and 
irregular. During the night he was delirious and restless. To- 
-ward morning all outward symptoms subsided, and a quiet sleep 
followed the extreme restlessness. 

When I saw him next morning, he sat up in his bed and par- 
took of a good breakfast. Consciousness had returned, and all 
the life functions were in full operation. He died six weeks after- 
wards under symptoms of uramic toxication. During these six 
weeks, up to the hour of his death, he had several other attacks — 
one very long and almost fatal — during which my son, M. W. 
Waterman, attended. Artificial respiration was resorted to with 
the same success. 

Case H. — Mr. E called upon me during the winter of 18 — , 

to obtain a death certificate for a still-born child of seven months' 
gestation. I expressed a desire to see the child, and promised to 
visit him during the day. A midwife had assisted during the de- 
livery. It was a cold stormy day, and i p. m. before I arrived at 

Mr. E 's house. He lived in a low basement. Mr. E was 

a Hebrew, and according to Hebrew rites, the child had been laid 
upon a little straw upon the ground, and covered with a light black 
«hawl. It had thus been lying since 5 a. m. As I was examining 
the child, I could detect some slight twitching movement over the 
region of the heart. I watched attentively, and observed the 
movement again. I had the child removed from the ground and 
placed upon a pillow (»n the table. The child was cold as ice but 
not rigid. I could detect no heart's sound, nor any respiratory 
murmur, but the muscular twitchings were very evident. I im- 
mersed the child in a hot bath, and initiated artificial respiration. 
'Twenty minutes passed in this seemingly hopeless work. Then 
the child opened its eyes. A little more work and respiration be- 
gan, laborious and interrupted at first, more normal by degrees. 
The heart's action came up in good style, and a human life was 
:saved ! The child thus saved is now one of the most accomplished 
violinists in this city. 

The preceding cases are well calculated to rouse our most seri- 
ous attention. How often has it been within reach of the physi- 
cian thus to save life if but strict and critical performance of duty 
had been attended to ! How often are certificates of death writ- 
ten out without first scrutinizing the body, and ascertaining, by all 
means at our command, whether death has really claimed his vic- 
tim irrevocably ! 

Mr. B 's case, especially, oflfers much encouragement to try 

revivification in sudden deaths, especially in heart disease. One 
-case thus given back to life and light forms a recollection bright 
and pleasant upon the thorny path of a physician's lif^ — iV. /*. 
Med. Record, 
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DISLOCATION OF THE SHOULDER. 



[A Contribution in Support of Kelley's Method of Reduction.] 

Mrs. , widow, charwoman, aged about 40, presented iterseir 

at the out-patient department, Toronto General Hospital, sayings 
that some thirteen days previously, wlnle returning from work in 
the evening, she had slipped and fallen and hurt her shoulder. At 
the time of examination there was no swelling nor bruising, but 
marked flattening of the left shoulder existed, with some promi- 
nence and marked tenderness beneath the coracoid process. The 
underhand motions of the arm were pretty free,. and her hand 
could be placed on the opposite shoulder, and even on the top oC 
the head with considerable facility. The surgeon's fingers could 
be readily made to explore the glenoid cavity, as the patient was 
thin, and the lower portion of the head could be felt in the axilla 
upon elevation and rotation of the arm. The free movement oF 
the arm and the capacity to place the hand on t^-'e opposite shoul- 
der and on the head were certainly unusual, but Dugas's test and 
the other evidences of luxation mentioned were too positive to be 
mistaken. There was no shortening of the limb. Reduction was 
first attempted by the method recommended b\' Kocher, at the 
late meeting of the International Congress in London. Kocher' s- 
method is as follows : 

The patient is seated, with the surgeon on his left hand. The 
elbow-joint is first to be flexed to a right angle, and the joint firm- 
ly pressed against the side of the chest; then, while holding the 
elbow in contact with the body, the arm is to be slowly* gently 
and steadily rotated out until firm resistance is encountered; then^. 
maintaining this rotation, the arm is to be raised forwards and a 
little in, and lastl}*, to be rotated in. and the hand brought towards, 
the opposite shoulder. No anaesthetic is needed, and Ceppi says- 
the method is especially valuable in old dislocations. 

This was repeated a second time without avail. Kelley\s method 
(which consists in placing the patient on a firm table of conveni- 
ent height, lying upon the back so as to f\x the scapula by the 
weight of the body, with the side of the luxation drawn well to the 
edge, while the surgeon extends the arm to a right angle with the 
body, and then places one of his hips against the patient's side 
well up in the axilla, and draws the extended arm around his 
pelvis, holding the hand firmly fixed upon his illium, after which 
position is secured, he suddenly or slowly rotates his body on its 
vertical axis until his back lies parallel with the patient's sicfe), was 
then tried, and with a minimum of efibrt was at once crowned 
with complete success, some tearing of tissue being plainly heard,, 
and the head of the bone returning to its socket with an audible 
and sensible snap. — Canadian JournaL 



There is eminent medical authority for the statement that un- 
ripe or very old potatoes contain a certain quantity of solanine. 
Tiiis may^roduce serious results, if the potatoes are boiled with 
their skins on, and if they are eaten in large quantities. — Ex, 
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TREATMENT OF PILES. 



By J. G. Westmoreland, M. D., Atlanta, Ga. 
N 

Considering the promptness and certainty of curing piles, by 
injection, it is remarkable that such a large number of cases should 
DOW exist. I once attempted to cure by ointments, ligature or the 
ecraseur. With these painful, tedious and uncertain modes of 
treatment, it is not strange that those thus afflicted should hesitate 
to be treated. I have now abandoned all other means and adopted 
the plan of injection which I advocated during my editorial con- 
nection with the Atlanta Medical and Surgical Journal. 

I succeed in permanent cure by this method in less than a week, 
without pain, to any extent, or confinement to bed, necessarily. 
Why physicians generally do not adopt this plan and relieve the 
immense amount of suffering and prevent or cure the results of 
impotence and melancholy which so frequently follow, is hard to 
determine. 

No claim is made to originality in this plan of treatment, but 
experience in its use has led to more speedy and certain cure than 
was had years ago. Carbolic acid, the great remedy for this dis- 
ease, was at first used in a diluted form by bemg mixed with olive 
oil, and, even then, caution was advised by practitioners, lest seri- 
ous results should follow. It is now known that the undiluted 
acid may be injected into the hemorrhoidal tumors, not only with 
safet}^ but with the eflTect of speedy and permanent cure. 

During last year I was called upon to prescribe for a gentleman 
suffering very much from inflamed hemorrhoids. I hesitated to 
adopt the curative plan with such inflammation of the paits, but 
finding no relief from soothing applications for a day or two, with 
some misgivings, the injection of pure carbolic acid, at five or six 
points was made, with the effect of immediately lessening the suf- 
tering and of permanent cure of the piles in a few days. 

Comparecl with the ligature and excision by the ecraseure, in- 
jection is perhaps not more hazardous, and infinitely less painful, 
and equally, it not more certain of 6ure. 

The abominable practice of ligaVmgis not only barbarously pain- 
ful, but more tedious and dangerous than any other mode of treat- 
ment usually adopted. Non-medical men starting out as pile 
curers succeed in getting subjects willing to be tortured for ten or 
fifteen days by a cord around the tumors, and then pay largely for 
the fun. (?) This is because the people know nothing of a better 
plan 

£2 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Quackery Years Ago. — In a French work entitled '*The Art 
^of Medicine, or. The True Means of Succeeding in Medicine," 
published in Paris in 1843, we ^"^ ^^^ following amusing'anec- 
<lote, which tends to show that the quackery of to-day is no new 
(thing : 

During a journey which Barthez was making in the South of 
France, he resolved to visit Bordeaux. Arriving in that city, he 
•put up at the Hotel d'Angleterre, which was the rendezvous for 
all travelers of distinction. 

The morning after his arrival, very early, his sleep was broken 
•by a confusion and noise which was going on upon the stairs, li 
sounded like a crowd of people coming and going, ascending and 
descending without cessation. Barthez rose in haste, and quietly 
Siaif opened his door to find out the reason of all this commotion, and 
to know if they were not patients who wished to consult him; they 
certainly were patients, but alas ! they pa<se<l his door as if scorn- 
ing him, and repaired to an apartment opposite his own, on which 
•w^as a large placard above the door, bearing the inscription : 

" Consultation Gratis ! 
Medicines Only Charged For." 

Barthez closed his door in confusion; during the whole day, and 
;4he following one, the mob never ceased. 

Lucky confrere! said he to himself; he takes them all, and does 
*not leave even the most trifling consultation to a physician, who, 
^ithout doubt, is in no sense his inferior (Barthez had good cause 
'40 pay himself the tribute). **Who is this man that is in such 
vogue ?" he inquired of the servants in the hotel; the Doctor was 
only known there by name: his name was Dr. Laurent, and every 
• one repeated it, "It is Dr. Laurent!" 

One day Barthez being at the head ot the stairs, his unknown 
•^confrere emerged from his apartment, muffled in a rich dressing 
gown and wearing a black velvet cap fringed with gold. He sa- 
luted BartheT. humbly, who, utterly astonished, suddenly exclaimed: 
"What, is it you, Laurent ?" In fact, it was Laurent, his old ser- 
-vant! "Yes, sir, it is I." 

" But how ? Since when ? Who the deuce made you a 
Doctor ?" 

"Yoo, sir; and I owe you my fortune. You remember, without 
vdoubt, that when I was in your service, I accompanied you every- 
where, in your professional visits, and that you employed me to 
convey your opinions to your numerous patients. Well, I listened 
to all that you said, read all that you wrote, and with all this and 
the help of a few eood formulae, that I had stolen from you, I 
anade a science of my own, which you see has produced me 
something handsome.' 

"You astonish me, Laurent; but your success surprises me still 
traoce; and I am so much the more astonished that I, who have 
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Tbeen here fifteen days, and whose presence in Bordeaux ought to 

T>e known, have not had a palient, while you ," he added 

-.smiling:ly ; '*but what kind of a city is this ?" 

"It does not differ from others, sir, and fools are plentiful here, 
as everywhere else. Your assonishment, permit me to tell you, 
<loes not become a man of talent like yourself. Answer me: how 
many sensible people do you suppose there is in a population oi 
120,000 souls? 500.? 1,000? 1,500? I will grant you 2,000. Well, 
these 2,000 are your property; but the remaining 118,000, who are 
fools, are mine, and you can look to them for nothing; Hence 
you need not be surprised at my numerous clientele." 

Barthez reddened, said farewell to Laurent, and left Bordeaux 
the same evening, promising himself, in future, not to have such 

•confidence in his profound wisdom. 

This anecdote proves that the supply of quacks will fail the 
fools before the supply of fools will fail the quacks — Michigan 
Med, Niws, 

Chronic Ovaritis. — In an article by Dr. Henry Gervis, ob- 
stetric physician to St. Thomas' Hospital, London, in the British 
Medical of the 3d ult, we have in the history of a case reported 
by him a very succinct narration of the symptoms of Chronic 
Ovaritis. The principal one is pAiit in and radiating from one or 
the other ovarian region, more or less severe; sometimes dull, 
sometimes acute, sometimes very acute. At first this pain is occa- 
sional only, but apt to be pretty regularly provoked by the occur- 
rence ot ovulation, getting worse before the catamenia and lessen- 
ing afterwards. After a time it becomes continuous, but increased 
by standing or walking; especially is this the case if the ovary be 
prolapsed or congested; and if it be the left ovary which is affected 
it is apt to be aggravated before and during action of the bowels. 
So great is the pain under the latter circumstances that the patient 
will sometimes defer de'ecation for one or two weeks, and in one 

' of Dr. Gervis' cases even three weeks were allowed to pass 
through dread of the pain. In the early stages of ovaritis there is 
a tendency to menorrhagia, but later on, owing to changes in the 
tissue, the flow usually becomes scanty and is accompanied by 
pain (dysmenorrhoea). The pain on pressure over the ovary is of 
a sickening nature, resembling, indeed, the pain caused by pressure 
on an inflamed testicle. Among the constitutional symptoms the 
chief are neurotic disturbances and nervous irritability, the result 

•of nerve exhaustion. 

As regards treatment, it must be remembered that uterine trouble 
usually precedes the ovarian, and the former must be rectified be- 
fore the latter, per se^ can be benefitted. The bowels must be 
maintained in a soluble condition, and much benefit will be de- 
rived from injections twice daily of hot water (100° to 110°) and 
the introduction of pledgets of cotton saturated with glycerin 
high up in the vagina. All pressure from the clothes must be 
guarded against, as must also all pressure from accumulation of 
flatus. Rest in the lecumbent posture, within the limits of phys- 
iological necessities, must be enjoined, the hips being raised by a 
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pillow. The iodide of potassium for its effect on the inflamecS 
tissue, the bromides of potassium and ammonium fDr the nervous;, 
disturbances. 

The local treatment includes the use of iodine or small blisters, 
to the inguinal region, or sedative liniments, such as the liniments- 
of aconite, belladonna, or chloroform. Hot sitz baths, douches, 
105°-! 10®; mercurial vaginal suppositories where it appears pos- 
sible to promote absorption of exudations, or lessen ovarian cent 
gestion; and when the ovary is prolapsed, the introduction of an^ 
elastic ring pessary, which supports at once uterus and ovary, of- 
ten so taking off the dragging and bearing down sensations of 
which the patient complains, and markedly relieving the dyspa- 
reunia so frequently present. A device that Dr. Gervis has made 
use of sometimes, and with benefit, has been what has been called 
the postural method of treatment. By getting the patienc to kneel 
for definite periods of fifteen to thirty minutes, two or three times, 
a day, in the genu -pectoral position, the ovaries, unless fixed, will 
gravitate out of the pelvis, and so lose some of their congestion. 
And these approaches to a healthy condition, repeated frequently,, 
lead, it is beiieved, to the tendency toward health becoming per- 
manent. At all events this position very frequendy has the effect 
of distinctly relieving pain. 

One other point worthy of attention is the question of ulero- 
gestation; and the cognate one of the permissibility of conjugal 
relations in the married. Briefly, sexual excitement being obvi- 
ously undesirable, intercourse must be within the most restrained 
limits, when from circumstances, complete abstinence is unattain- 
able. In some stages of ovaritis, while ovulation proceeds, con- 
ception is of course possible; and there is also no doubt that ges- 
tation has, in many cases, been distinctly beneficial to cases of 
chronic ovaritis. The explanation being that during gestation the- 
ovaries are having a complete physiological rest; and also that be- 
ing lifted out of the pelvis by the uterus, as it rises in the abdomen, 
they are removed from much of the pressure and weight to which,., 
while in the pelvis, they are subjected. But in spite of all such 
precautions and treatment, a certain number of these cases drift 
into the third class, the class in which no remedy short of a nearly 
persistent narcotism appears to give any relief The patient is al- 
ways in pain; pain spoken of by some as a burning, scorching 
pain; by others as a wearing, unendurable pain; by others as 
**torture;" a pain from which nothing but the stronger sedative, or 
hypodermic injections of morphia, or large doses of brandy, give- 
any freedom. For the relief ot this class little but surgical treat- 
ment remains, apart from the perpetual administration of seda- 
tives. — Aledical Age, 

Sodium Sulpho-Carbolate in Vomiting.-rDr. Philip Mc- 
Call (British Medical Journal, December 1 6th, 1882), has found 
that sulpho-carbolate of sodium is of great benefit in the vomiting; 
of pregnancy in seven-grain doses in a half ounce of water. Ir^ 
one case of sea-sickness it had a good effect. — American Med^ 
Weekly. 
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Rape During Hypnotic Slumber. — Dr. Ladome, of Neu- 
<chatel, publishes in the Annales de Hygiene Publique, a very in- 
teresting report upon a medico-legal question. At the close of 
-some entertainments in mesmerism given at his canton, the young 
people were possessed by a magnetic fever. One of the conse- 
quences of this was that a young girl became enciente, and de- 
-clared that being alone Christmas eve with a young man, who was 
in the habit of magnetizing her, he had violated her after having 
put her to sleep. The affair was submitted to a Justice, and Dr. 
Ladome appointed to make a medico-legal report bearing princi^ 
pally upon the following questions : 

(i). The story of the plaintiff, ought it to be considered prob- 
able as a whole ? 

(2). Could coition take place without h**r consciousness of the 
fact at the time ? 

(3). Was her will so paralyzed that «he was unable to offer any 
resistance ? 

(4). Is conception possible in a state of absolute insensi- 
bility .? 

Dr Ladome remarks that this is a new question in legal medicine, 
there existing but four cases in medical literature, dating from 
1858. 

Making observations on the possibility of simulation, M. M. 
Devergie, Tardieu and Bronardel arrived at the conclusion that a 
girl could be vi:.lated while her will was abolished in a nervous or 
hypnotic sleep. 

Passing in review her story that she was awakened at a certain 
time, and again put to sleep without being able to resist, Dr. La- 
dome concludes there is nothing in this contradictory to the phe- 
nomena ot hypnotic slumber. That coition could have taken place 
without her knowledge, is not to be doubted, as she could have 
been rendered absolutely insensible. The third question is more 
difficult: Was her will so completely paralyzed that she could offer 
no resistance ? It may, however, be answered affirmatively ; for 
in furnishing his subject with an appropriate theme of hallucina- 
tion, a skillful operator could, with certain persons, provoke ac- 
tions en rapport with the dream developing in their over excited 
imaginations. It would seem then that the operator has really the 
power to direct according to his inclination the will of the subject, 
while in reality he directs only a hallucination, but the subject is 
none the less at his mercy. It remains to know if conception is 
possible when the woman is in a state of complete insensibility. 
Every author admits that the sole condition necessary to fecunda- 
tion, is the meeting of the semen and the ovum in the female. 

The magnetiser proved an alibi, and the case was dismissed. — 
ObsMric Gazette. 

A Recent Decision holds that if a surgeon recovers his fee in 
a suit for the value of his services, no subsequent suit can be 
^brought for malpractice, this being settled by the results of suit for 
services. — Detroit Lancet. 
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Treatment of Eczema of the Genitalia, Pruritus anc^. 
Leucorrhcea. — In cases of eczema, in which glyceroles and un- 
guents have failed, the following formula has heen successful : 

E Chlorate of potassium 30 grains, 

Wine of opium 50 grains, 

Pure water, i quart. 

Applied to the parts by linen compresses covered with oil silk. 
If there is much inflammation, precede this with warm hip baths 
and cataplasms sprinkled with powdered carbonate of lime. In 
qbstinate pruritus, associated with leucorrhoea, a tablespoonful of 
niixture of equal parts of tincture of iodine and iodide of potas- 
sium, in a quart of warm tar water (tar water holding the iodine 
in solution) used daily, night and morning, removes the pruritus 
and ameliorates the leucorrhoea. In fetid leucorrhoBa two or three - 
tablespoon fuls (in a quart of warm water morning and evening,, 
as an injection) of the following formula will be found useful : 

R Chlorate of potassium 13 grams. 

Wine of opium 10 grams, 

Tar water 300 grams. 

Or— 

R White vinegar (or wine) 300 grams, 

Tinct. eucalyptus 45 grams, 

Acid salicylic, i gram, 

Salicylate of soda 20 grams. 

One to five teaspoon fuls in a quart of warm water as an injec- 
tion two or three times a day. — Obstetric Gazette, 

Sponge-Grafting.— Dr. W. H. Thorndike and Dr. C. D. Ro- 
mans, of the Boston City Hospital (Medical Record, October 7, 
1S82), reports four cases ot this treatment in different classes of 
wounds, the only four in which it has been tried at that institution; 
but the results have not been so remarkably satisfactory as some 
of those reported in the English journals. They conclude, how- 
ever, that the treatment is useful in a certain limited glass of cases, 
such as deep, circumscribed ulcers of the leg, which are often fol- 
lowed by adherent cicatrices which readily break down. In these- 
cases the sponge forms a trellis-work through which the granula- 
tion springs up from the bottom of the wound, thus preventing 
the contraction from the edges. The sponges used in grafting 
should be perfectly clean and thoroughly carbolized. They should 
then be soaked in dilute acid until they become quite friable, in 
order that they may be absorbed more rapidly. — N. T. Medical 
yournaL 

Iodide of Potassium in Frontal Headache. — Dr. Haley, in 
Australian Medical Journal, claims that minimum doses of iodide 
of potassium is of great service in frontal headache. A two-grain 
dose dissolved in half a wineglass of water will often cure a dull, 
headache which is situated over the eyebrow. The action of the- 
drug is quite rapid, — Med, Summary, 
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Dislocations of the Thigh Reduced by New Methods of 
Manipulation. — In cases where reduction of the femur by man- 
ipulation in the usual way, with the aid of anaBsthetics, has failed, 
or is inapplicable, and as a substitute, in many cases, for anaesthe- 
s'a, and mechanical power, Mr. Kelley (Dublin Journal of Medi- 
cal Science) proposes the following methods : 

* For Posterior Dislocations. 

The patient is laid prostrate on the floor. Three strong screw- 
hooks are inserted into the flooring close to the perineum and each^ 
ilium of the patient, and to these hooks he is secured by strong 
bandages or rope. The injured thigh is flexed at right angles to 
the patient's body; the foot and lower extremity of the tibia are- 
placed against the perineum of the surgeon, who, bending for- 
ward, with the knees slightly flexed, passes his forearms behind^ 
the patient's knee and grasps his own elbows. Reduction is now 
accomplished by drawing the femur upwards ; but circumduction 
may also be practiced ; the surgeon, stepping backwards, then ex- 
tends the limb, and lays it by the side of its fellow. In sciatic dis* 
locations, in order to liberate the head of the bone from the for- 
amen, a bandage may be passed around the thigh, close to the 
trochanter, by which an assistant may make traction. 

For Anterior Dislocations. 

The patient is placed upon a table of such elevation as to have* 
his pelvis nearly as high as the trochanter of the surgeon. A ban- 
dage around the pelvis, and secured to the side of the table farthest 
from the dislocation, aflbrds counter-extension. The surgeon, with^ 
his face directed towards the dislocated joint, and standing on its 
inner .side, with his trochanter pressed against the femur, now 
bends the leg behind his back, and grasps the ankle with the cor- 
responding hand. Reduction is eflected by rotating or turning 
his body partially away from the patient, thus making traction on. 
the femur in the most favorable direction, and at the same time 
pressing the head towards the acetabulum with the disengaged 
hand. — Med, Times. 

Medical Education of Women in Russia. — The authorities 
in Russia are evidently not in favor of the medical education of 
women. The lecture courses at St. Petersburg have been closed) 
by order of the Emperor, after an existence of ten years. The 
government has deprived the institution of its buildings, and main- 
tains that the institution had not the means to carry it on properly.. 
Subscriptions were promised, but every obstacle was thrown in« 
the way of their collection. The experiment of female practi- 
tioners has evidently been a failure in that country at least. — 
Lancet, 

In the ruins of Pompeii has been lately discovered a quadri- 
valve speculum, exquisitely proportioned, with a movement unsur- 
passed by the most perfect of modern instruments. — Detroit 
Lancet, 
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Perils of Medical Practice. — Our English exchanges give 
graphic accounts of a sad case which recently transpired in Eng- 
land, and which illustrates some of the dangers to which medical 
practitioners are subject. 

A Dr. Edwards, of Hounslow, was accused by a feirrale patient 
of an assault on her chastity, and a demand made on him for money 
as a condition of reticence on the part of woman. In his hour of 
trial. Dr. Edwards naturally consulted his partner, who, instead of 
coming to his support seized upon the opportunity to dissolve their 
business relations. Thus attacked and suspected by the one who 
should have stood by him, at least until his guilt was established, 
poor Edwards, doubtless losing all hope of establishing his inno- 
cence, gave up the fight, and by means of a dose of prussic acid, 
placed an impassable barrier between him and his persecutors. 
He left behind him a note written on the very brink of eternity, 
asservating his innocence of the charge brought against him by 
"the morbid imagination of a licentious-minded, hysterical woman," 
and praying for a "blessing on his wife, his little boys, and his 
mother.' The woman, struck by remorse at the suicide'of her 
victim, made a written retraction of the charge, with every ex- 
pression of regret. 

Popular sympathy for the famil}' of the deceased is deep, and 
everything possible has been done to mitigate the pain of their 
misfortune, while the indignation against Dr. Whitemarsh, the 
partner, took shape in the storming of his house by a mob, who 
would also have lynched him but for the protection of a posse of 
forty constables. 

On the heels of the above case comes the following : The 
prosecutrix, a young girl, came to Dr. Sparrow, complaining of 
morning sickness, headache, and total suppression of menses for 
the past five months. Suspecting from her general appearance 
that the patient was pregnant. Dr. Sparrow refused to give any 
emmenagogue medicine (which she urged him to do), until satis- 
fied that she was not encinte. To ascertain this, he — with her full 
consent — made an examination which fully confirmed his previous 
suspicions. The patient then left, and the next thing the Doctor 
heard of the matter was a summons for assault. Fortunately, he 
was able to produce the evidence of three visitors and three ser- 
vants, who were all within ear-shot at the time, yet they heard no 
outcry. 

The magistrates, convinced that the whole aflTair was "a plot," at 
once dismissed the charge, and no doubt the lapse of a few months 
will confirm Dr. Sparrow's diagnosis and his perfect innocence. 
We are well pleased to observe that Dr. Sparrow's medical breth- 
ren, having satisfied themselves of his freedom from guilt, stood 
by him in his adversity. 

In pi'ovincial practice it is obviously impossible for a practitioner 
to have, at all times, the safeguard of witnesses when it becomes 
necessary to make gynecological examinations, and it is daily be- 
coming more manifest that charges of immorality against medical 
men ought to be regarded with the utmost suspicion. 

These sad cases have their lesson. While we have a feeling 
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akin to contempt for a man who suicides to avoid trial and sorrow, 
particularly when he has within him the consciousness of inno- 
cence, our sympathies are touched by the salient features of the 
case. Physicians are constantly liable to similar charges to these, 
and we have known of instances in which in spite of innocence, 
they have paid money to avoid scandal. The only sateguard is 
that suggested by our contemporaries, viz: that physical examina- 
tions of women should be made only in the presence of a third 
and reliable party. The woman who objects to this should be sent 
-elsewhere. — Medical Age. 

The Bacillus of Whooping-Cough. — An interesting paper, 
pertaining to the pathology of whooping-cough, was lately read 
l)efore the Medical Society of London, by Mr. Dolan, F.R.S., in 
which views were advocated which were put forth by Poulet, in 
1867; by Letzerich, in 1873; and still later, by Tschamer. Mr. 
Dolan has repeated the experiments of these former investigators, 
and with successful results. 

Poulet, in 1867, found certain bacteria of a peculiar kind in the 
sputa of patients affected with pertussis; Letzerich commenced a 
series of investigations a few years later. The latter found con- 
stantly present in the •sputum of pertussoid patients a bacterium 
belonging to the genus Ustiligo, Tul.; with this micrococcus he 
inoculated the tracheal mucous membrane of tracheotomized rab- 
bits and noted the results. He invariably produced a spasmodic 
•catarrhal affection resembling whooping-cough, and he observed 
that the bacteria do not penetrate the epithelium, but live 
on the surface of the mucous membrane, to the detriment of the 
latter. 

Tschameit, of Gratz, working in the same department of micro- 
pathology, has lately found, in the expectoration of pertussis, a 
microphyte, which he identifies with a black mould which de- 
velops on orange-peel. This he thinks he has proved by different 
■cultures. Satisfied of the identity, he took some of the black 
powder which constitutes the mould of orange-peel and experi- 
mented with it on himself, inhaling the powder as deeply as he 
could. At first no efl^ect was observed, but after eight days he 
began to have convulsive fits of coughing, and expectorated the 
fungus in abundance. 

He explains the phenomena of whooping-cough in this way. 
After an incubation of $even days, these microphytes determine an 
irritation of the bronchi which induces catarrh and spasmodic 
cough; then, as the irritation increases, the expectoration becomes 
more abundant and eliminates the fungoid organisms. 

Dolan, in repeated experiments, found that by inoculating rab- 
"bits with the sputa of whooping-cough patients, he not only in- 
-duced a catarrhal spasmodic affection, but the death of the animal 
:generally ensued. Inoculation with the blood of such patients was 
without effect. This certainly seems to confirm the conclusions of 
Letzerich, that the materies morbi — be it a bacillus, or be it what 
it may — lives on the surface of the epithelium, and does not get 
into the blood. 
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Dolan does not claim to have arrived at certain knowledge 
specting the special bacteroid which causes pertussis. 

The theory, then, is a simple one, that whooping-cough, like 
other contagious diseases, is the product of germs, which,, given oflT 
in the breath of pertussoid patients, are inhaled by persons oC 
proper susceptibility, and set up irritation of the respiratory epithe- 
lium; the result is the vascula and nervous disturbances, and other 
phenomena which characterize whooping cough. The severe con- 
stitutional disturbance which sometimes attends the disease is ar 
secondary eftect. 

Mr. Dolan suggests nothing new with regard to the treatment 
of this affection (which must be largely directed to the palliation, 
of symptoms); but adds that if the dependence of pertussis upon 
a specific virus, be the true explanation of its pathology, the lines- 
on which its rational treatment and prophylaxis are to be pursued, 
become clearer and more hopeful. — JV. T, Med, Record. 

Veralrum and Arsenic in the Treatment of Phthisis. — 

Readers of the Journal will remember that Prof. Howe strongly- 
recommended these remedies in pulmonary consumption, claiming.- 
cures of well marked cases from their continued use. His state- 
ments were disputed on general principles, i, e., that veratrum was- 
neither expectorant, stimulant nor tonic, but a sedative or depres- 
sant, and arsenic — well, arsenic was the next door neighbor to the* 
devil. Then the treatment did not stand the test of experiment,, 
cases in the advanced stages being selected for the triial. Physi- 
cians have a habit of testing new treatment upon patients who 
have run the gauntlet of medicine. 

But there is something in this method, if it is tested fairly in ther 
early stage of the disease, and we can account for the curative ac- 
tion of both remedies in a rational way. The marked symptoms- 
of a tuberculosis are: a frequent pulse and a high temperature. So- 
long as the pulse remains frequent and the temperature high, the- 
disease progresses; when they come down the disease goes slowly, 
or stands still. Veratrum lessens the frequency of the pulse, re- 
duces the temperature, and instead of being depressant, it im- 
proves every function. Arsenic in small doses is a vilal stimulanty. 
improving the appetite, digestion, blood-making and nutrition. — 
Eclectic Med. Journal. 

Reliquet's Injection for Chronic Cystitis. — According to- 
L'Union Medicale, this consists of crystalized phenic acid, dis- 
solved, with the aid of a sufficient amount of alcohol, in from one- 
thousand to two thousand parts of diluted water. Properly pre- 
pared, it is said to give rise to no pain, but to act as an astringent^ 
modifying the denuded surfaces and hindering absorption. After 
having washed the bladder out with water of the temperature or 
the body, the solution is injected very slowly, until the bladder is- 
well distended, so that the liquid comes in contact with every por- 
tion of its interior. The injection is then allowed to flow out, and 
the organ is again washed out with warm water. — N. I'. Med^ 
Record, 
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The Value of Cannabis Indica in Checking Epistaxis. — 
Dr. W. G. Maxwell, ot Still Pond, Maryland, sends the following 
communication : ^ 

**The recent attack of epistaxis from which Governor Hamilton 
(of this State, Maryland) suflered, prompts me to call the attention 
of the medical profession to the above named drug, which has 
acted like magic in checking epistaxis during the seven years I 
have been using it. 

I have had nine cases of profuse epistaxis (where plugging the 
nares seemed to be the only alternative) that were checked by In- 
dian hemp in from three to twenty minutes. Nor was there a re- 
currence of hemorrhage in a single case. 

I have prescribed it for a number of other persons subject to 
bleeding at the nose, who derived the same benefit from it. 

I use the tincture in ten to twenty drop doses, repeated every 
five to ten minutes. The largest quantity given was fifty drops in 
three doses, to a gentleman who had been bleeding ten hours; the 
hemorrhage ceased in twenty niinutes after the first dose was ad- 
ministered. 

The cannabis indica was used alone in these cases, there being 
no other internal or local treatment. — Peoria Med. Monthly, 

Chamomile in Infantile Diarrhoea. — Dr. Christopher Elliott, 
Physician to the British Hospital for Sick Children (Practitioner, 
December, 1882), endorses Ringer's claim for the great value of 
infusion of chamomile in infantile diarrhcBa connected with den- 
tition, and in which the stools are many in number, green in color, 
or are slimy and streaked with blood, and accompanied by pain 
and cramp. He gives ^ss — 3j of the infusion to a child under one 
year, and double the quantity to a child over that age, giving it 
three times a day or oftener, according to the severity of the at- 
tack. He explains the rationale of this treatment by the power 
which chamomile flowers possess of subduing reflex excitability, 
a power residing in the volatile oil contained in them. Grisan was 
unable to tetanize, by mean.* of strychnia, a decapitated frog which 
had been fortified with a dose of chamomile oil. and vice versa 
when reflex excitability had been artificially produced by means 
of strychnia, it could be calmed asrain by chamomile oil. — Medical 
Age 

Aconite and Belladonna in Erysipelas. — A writer in Med- 
ical and Surgical Reporter says: I wish to say a few words in re- 
gard to the treatment of that disease. For the last three years I 
have been treating it with aconite and belladonna, and with much 
better results than with other methods of treatment, either locally 
or constitutionally. I have found it superior to iron and quinine, 
or any treatment that I have used or seen used. The inflarfimation 
will begin to subside in from twelve to twenty-four hours, patient 
will feel more comfortable, and will go on to a speedy recovery. 
J have used it in cases of all ages, running from fifteen months to 
fifty years, and with like results in all. I generally give one drop 
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of the tincture of aconite root, and two drops of the fluid extract 
of belladonna every hour, according^ to age. I very often direct 
a mixture of acid carbol., tinct. iodinae and glycerina to be used 
locally. This is unnecessary as to cure, but it adds to the comfort 
of the patient. I have also found belladonna a very useful drug 
in the treatment of various skin diseases. I very frequently com- 
bine the fl. ext. and liq. pot, arsenit, and cure cases that have re- 
sisted other treatment. 

The Bacilli of Tubercle only Pat- Crystals.— -At a meeting 
of the Pathological Society held at the Charity Hospital, New 
Orleans, on November 20th, Dr. H. D. Schmidt, "President of the 
Society, made a demonstration with the aid of the microscope to 
test the alleged discovery by Prof. Koch, of Berlin, of the bacilli 
of tuberculosis, or the germs of consumption. Dr. Schmidt has 
devoted much time to the observation of the bacilli of tuberculosis, 
and while engaged in his researches the discovery of Dr. Koch 
was announced to the world. This only encouraged Dr. Schmidt 
to renewed efforts, and the result was that he ascertained, beyond 
doubt, he claims, that Dr. Koch's germs were pseudo-bacilli, that 
is, fatty crystals, and not true bacilli. This result, it was stated, 
was obtained by long and arduous labor, in which the diseased or- 
gans of persons that had been afflicted with pulmonary consump- 
tion were minutely and carefully examined. Dr. Schmidt suc- 
ceeded in finding the crystals, which w-ere similar in appearance 
to those discovered by Dr. Koch, and evidently the same. To de- 
termine their nature. Dr. Schmidt subjected the crystals to the ac- 
tion of boiling ether, when they disappeared, proving that they 
were not germs or organisms, otherwise they would have remained 
unaffected by the ether. — Med, News, 

Gelseminum Sempervirens in Tetanus. — Dr. J. B. Read, 
Tuskaloosa, Alabama, (British Medical Journal. December 23d, 
1S82), has reported a case of tetanus cured by forty minum doses 
of the fluid extract of gelseminum sempervirens every two hours. 
Tetanus, it must be confessed, is a self-limited disease, and certain 
cases have recently been reported in which sustenance of the 
patient's strength answered every indication. — American Medical 
Weekly. 

A New Vegetable Styptic. — The Lancet quotes from the 
Neuefreie Presse, a statement concerning a plant discovered dur- 
ing the French expedition to Mexico which, when chewed or 
crushed, exceeds in its styptic action all other substances yet 
known. Among the natives it is given a name that may be ren- 
deYcdfowlwort {Tradcscantia erecta,ydcc(.). It has been accli- 
matized at Versailles. — N. T. Med, yournal. 

Cholera is said to have been prevailing at Mecca since the 
24th of October, and in Cochin China since the close of the sum- 
mer. — N. T, Med. yournal. 
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Whooping- Cough. — In a paper read before the London Medi- 
cal Society, Dr. Dolan (Lancet, October 21st, 1882) dissented 
from the view of Guineau de Mussy that the affection was pro- 
duced by swollen bronchial glands pressing on the vagus. This 
was disproved by two facts: first, the glands could be swollen 
without causing whooping-cough; second, they were not always 
swollen in the disease. Dr. Dolan adopts the old view that per- 
tussis is caused by a fungus; Poulet has found bacteria in the spu- 
tum of pertussis, and by inoculating rabbits with this sputum Let- 
zerich has given them pertussis; Dolan has found that inoculations 
with bacteria of pertussis has no effect on animals; inoculation 
with sputa causes death by pertussis. As might be expected, no 
pathognomonic pathological lesions were to be found in pertussis. 
Death usually resulted from complications. Glycosuria was pres- 
ent in fourteen out of fifty of Dolan's. Isolation was the first in- 
dication, treatment of complications the next. Antiseptic treat- 
ment of the disease itself was likely to have good results. — Ame. 
Med, Weekly. 

Calomel in Diphtheria. — Dr. Chas. 3. Miller reports (South- 
em Practitioner) a case of diphtheria in which the breathihg was 
very much embarrassed by the membrane. Calomel in lo-grain 
doses everv hour, until twelve doses were given, was followed by 
prompt recovery, the membrane being thrown off and showing 
no tendency to re-form. Neither catharsis nor emesis followed 
these apparently heroic doses. The case seems strongly corrobo- 
rative of the claims made by Dr. Reiter in a recent number of 
SquibVs Ephemeris. Dr. Reiter, however, recommended the 
calomel in the same sized doses before the membrane appeared, 
and to prevent its formation, having little or no faith in this treat- 
ment after the patch had formed. We should be very much 
pleased to receive any report on the use of calomel as above. Dr. 
Reiter's claims for the drug employed in this manner are too posi- 
tive to be allowed to pass without subjecting it to a trial. — Med. 
Age, 

Pop-corn a Remedy for Vomiting of Pregnancy. — Dr. 

Wallace, in Medical and Surgical Reporter, having failed with all 
the usual mfethods, in an obstinate case, says : 

"Some pop-corn was immediately prepared, a little Fait sprinkled 
thereon, and of which she ate a large saucerful. At my call next 
day, found she had passed a quiet night, without nausea or vom- 
iting, and had eaten very freely of the pop-corn. She has had no 
further trouble. January 25, as I was passing her house, I saw 
her at the door. She informed me that since my first visit she has 
vomited but once, and then but slightly. Sometimes has slight 
nausea, which is always relieved by eating some pop-corn. 

The remedy is so simple, so easily procured, so utterly harmless, 
and with me has always proved so efficacious, that I publish this in 
the Reporter, confident that my professional brethren will find it 
singularly efficacious in the relief of this most distressing dis- 
order. 
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The Cure of Saccharine Diabetes. — In a paper by Dr. G. 
Felizet, read before the Academy of Sciences August 14, says the 
Journal d'Hygiene, the author claims to have discovered a remedy 
for a disease usuall}- regarded as incurable — saccharine diabetes. 
The author states that he has succeeded in putting an end to gly- 
cosuria artificially produced in animals, and that the medicine that 
suppresses that artificial glycosuria will likewise cure diabetes in a 
few weeks or months. There exists, says he, a bond of union be- 
tween artificial glycosuria, intermittent diabetes and confirmed 
<iiabetes. and that bond is irritation of the rachidian bulb. It is 
not, then, in masking the disease by submission to ihe severities of 
a regime exempt from bread, feculents, sugar, etc., that we succeed 
in curing it, but by tapping the very source of the production of 
sugar, that is to say, by suppressing the irritation of the bulb. 
Bromide of potassium, by the elective action of sedation that it 
exerts on the functions of the bulb, suppresses the eflfects of such 
irritation with a rapidity that is often surprising, and, in large and 
repeated doses, cures the diabetes. — yournal of Health. 

A Bar to an Action for Malpractice. — An interesting de- 
cision to physicians and surgeons was recently rendered in the 
courts of one of the Western States. 

The services of a surgeon in a<particular case were not r^arded 
as satisfactory by the patient, and his bill was refused payment, 
and, in a suit brought to recover the amount of the bill, the patient 
defended on the ground that the services were of no value. The 
decision ot the court was in favor of the surgeon, and thereupon 
the patient brought a direct suit against him, claiming damages for 
malpractice. Upon the trial this suit was dismissed, the court 
holding that the question of malpractice had been in effect adjudi- 
cated in the former suit under the issue that the services were of 
no value. 

This decision is in accord with one rendered in this State in 1878, 
and it is no doubt the general rule that the question of malprac- 
tice is set at rest by a favorable decision in an action to recover the 
value of services. — N. T. Med. Record. 

Chest Development by Exercise. — Dr. Catheart, Lecturer 
on Anatom}', in the Edinburgh School of Medicine, in a lecture 
delivered at the Edinburgh Health Society, a short time since, 
gave, as to the eftects of exercise in expanding the chest, some 
striking facts which related to a school where physical exercise 
had been systematically carried out. The effect of regular exer- 
cise was shown as follows : New boys, aged fourteen, average 
measurement, 29-3; at fifteen, 30-16; at sixteen, 32-0; at seventeen, 
32-6; and at eighteen, 32-5; while former boys measured respec- 
tively, 30-6, 32 I, 34-2, 35-8 and 36-8. — Med. and ^urg. Rep. 

Petroleum, says the Detroit Clinic, is a rapid solvent of the 
false membranes, and must possess distinct advantages under such 
circumstances. This fact, coupled with its antiseptic property, 
renders it a promising remedy, although its odor always renders 
its use disagreeable. 
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Living a Double Life. — Many men may be said to live two 
different lives, in one figurative sense or another; but it appears 
that such double existence may be a literal fact. A physician 
^writing in a German medical journal relates the case of a woman 
who passes her life in two entirely distinct and alternating states. 
In one of them she can talk, but cannot swallow liquids; in the 
other she is able to swallow, but is deprived of all power of speech. 
While in one state she remembers perfectly all that has happened 
previously in that same state, but is totally oblivious of everything 
that occuri'ed in the alternating: existence. Lately a third state has 
developed, the external characteristic of which is a total paralysis 
-of the right leg. All remembrance of this condition is also lost 
when once the patient has emerged from it. 

A similar case has been recorded by Jessen. A young woman 
fell suddenly into a deep sleep, and upon awakening had lost all 
•memory of past events. She was obliged to re-learn to read and 
write, and to make the acquaintance again of persons wi;hwhom 
-she had formerly associated. After a tew months she returned to 
her former condition. Thus she continued to alternate between 
the two states of existence, the change being always preceded by 
a deep slumber. Memory was retained only for events happen- 
ing in the like siate, and was lost for the alternating periods. — 
Popular Science Monthly. 

The Hygiene of Shoes. — That the shoes we wear are seldom 
>made of the proper shape has been often pointed out by scientific 
writers; but habit and fashion are not easily changed. The poor 
suffer more from this cause than the well-to-do, for cheap shoes 
are generally worse in pattern than more costly ones, and being 
-clumsier and less flexible, cause great«*r distortion of the feet. De- 
formities of the feet and toes are especially frequent among the 
poor. 

This matter was the subject of an able and interesting paper, 
read by Colonel Ziegler, Chief Surgeon of the Swiss army, at the 
■Geneva Hygienic Congress. He stated that every year 800 re- 
•cruits are rejected for malformation of the feet, resulting from badly 
fitting shoes. The foot is in reality a bow, so elastic that at every 
step it contracts and expands, lengethens and shortens, and a line 
drawn through the center of the great toe intersects the heel. 
Shoemakers do not give room enough for the lateral extension of 
the great toe, confining it until it is forced against the other toes, 
giving rise to inflammations, corns, ulcerations and sometimes true 
articular inflammations. Another evil is flat-footedness, whereby 
the arch of the foot is converted into a straight line, and prolonged 
"walking rendered impossible. 

Another cause of this defect is the carrying o\ heavy weights at 
4in early age; but in most cases perfect shoes would restore the 
foot to its normal condition. A test of a perfect pair of shoes is 
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that when placed together they should touch only at the toes and 
heels; the soles should follow the sinuosities of the feet, and to- 

five room for their expansion should exceed them in length by 
fteen C)r twenty millimeters. — Popular Science Monthly, 

Science and Christianity. — It is too frequently the case that 
both the pulpit and the press arraign Science as being antagonfstic 
to the Christian religion. Often are ministers, in their pulpit 
efforts, heard to say: "Science would have us believe there is no 
God; that the universe is the product of chance; that man was^ 
evolved from the monkey, and the monkey from the moneron ; 
that there is no immortality — no heaven, no hell; but Science is 
false /" or words to that effect. Now, the fact is, Science teaches 
nothing of the kind; and all such assertions are but so many false 
accusations. Those who utter or print them, falsely arra«gn Sci~ 
ence; and they do so because they fail to distinguish between Sci- 
ence proper Siud false theories of Science / Science, real and true^ 
is one thing, ancla theory ot Science is another. A scientificyac:/ 
is as much a truth of God as is the divine declaration that man 
must be born again before he can see the kingdom of God. But a 
theory of Science, based upon an imperfect knowledge of the sci- 
entific facts involved, is only a theory^ and not by any meafts- 
necessarily true, even though it be advocated by such eminent 
scholars as Spencer, Mill, Strausf. Kent, and Buckle; for when, 
such men go beyond the absolute tacts of Science, into the uncer- 
tain fields of speculation and imagination, they are as liable to err 
as are other fallible beings. 

Science is knowledge vsystematized. Huxley says: "The science- 
ot any subject is the highest and most exact knowledge on that 
subject" The science .of the material universe and its laws, so far 
as they have been ascertained by investigation, observation and 
experience. Hence, according to the generally received faith of 
believers, there can be no conflict between Science and Christi- 
anity, for both have the same author. The facts of the material 
universe are as much truths of God as are the moral obligations- 
set forth in the Decalogue. — Literary Microcosm. 

One by one the more precious metals are found deposited irk 
this country, and in some cases, as in nickel, the unsuspected sup- 
plies prove greater in volume than the previous yield of all other 
countries combined. The latest of these discoveries is that of 
vanadium, which has been taken from an Arizona mine in larger 
paying quantities than ever before known. — Ex, 

The Electric Light. — Paris physicians have demonstrated that 
the electric light is not at all injurious to the eye. Our parents, 
used to tell us that looking at the lightning would make us blind.. 
— Exchange. 

A Submarine Vessel. — The submarine vessel now being con- 
structed at Bucharest, it is claimed, will accomplish what no other 
submarine craft has ever been equal to. The plan contemplates a 
vessel capable of moving under water for twelve hours without 
any renewal of air. — Ex. 
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PEAOTIOAL NOTES AND FORMTJLE. 

Anti-Diphtheritic Inhalations. — Some years ago, Dr. H. 
Hager recommended a mixture composed of — 

Carbolic acid 10 parts, 

Alcohol 10 " 

Water of ammonia 12 " 

Distilled water 20 '* 

As an excellent inhalation in catarrhal aflections. It was directed 
to be used thus : A small wide-mouthed bottle was to be filled one- 
third with the liquid; then a sufficient quantity of cotton was to 
be introduced to just soak up all the liquid. I'he bottle was then 
to be well stopped. In coryza, incipient catarrh, or similar affec- 
tions, the inhalation through the nostrils of some of the vapor of 
the compound was found to be of the greatest benefit. 

T^he same author now recommends a still stronger compound, 
to be made from 

Carbolic acid 10 parts, 

Oil of turpentine — (or oil of eucalyptus) 5 " 

Water of ammonia 12 " 

Alcohol 20 *• 

A small quantity of this is to be dropped into a small wide- 
mouthed bottle|half filled with cotton or asbestos, and the bottle well 
stopped. After a few days a little more, may be added, until a 
strong odor is given off, when the bottle is opened. 

A physician to whom Dr. Hager recommended the use of the 
compound thinks that it prevents the spread of diphtheria, since 
in dve families, in each of which one case of diphtheria had be- 
come developed, its further spread was arrested, apparently 
through the use of the antiseptic inhalation. — Afed, A^ckvs. 

Gonorrhcea. — Dr. Logan, of Florida, in Eclectic Medical Jour- 
nal, says : The treatment I have had the most success with and 
that which seems to be nearer a specific than any other, is as fol- 
lows : 

R Calamine grs. Ixxx, 

Powdered kino grs. xxx, 

Sulph. zinc grs. x, 

Sulph. morphine grs. viij. 

Boiling water O j, 

M. Sig. Shake and inject a syringeful every two hours, urinat- 
ing each time before injecting. The injection should be retained 
two full minutes, then allowed to escape slowly, so as to leave the 
sediment in the urethra. The kino must be pulverized and dusted 
through a fine cloth so as to free it from lumps. 

Out of 18 cases treated with the above, there was not a single 
case in which a cure was not eflfected inside of 14 days after com- 
mencing treetment Cases seen early in the attack yielded in half 
that time. 
3 
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In Anorexia. — M. Huchard recommends the following stom- 
achic for persons who suffer from debility, with loss of appetite — 

Tinct. cardamoni f 3 i, 

Tinct. anisi f 3 «» 

Tinct. aurantii corticis ) 

Tinct. gentianae , > aa f J iiss 

Aquae month, pip ) 

Aquae ad 3 '"• 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful between meals. — yournal of Chem, 

Elixir of Salicylic Acid. — Dr. Wolff, according to the Jour- 
nal of Pharmacy, gives the following formula — 

Dissolve salicylic acid, ji. in alcohol, f 3vi., and add simple 
elixir (or elixir curacoa) q. s., f. Jvi. 

The dose is a tablespoonful, containing five grains of salicylic 
acid, the taste of which is well masked. The elixir should not be 
given with water. The additional amount of alcohol in this pre- 
paration is not contraindicated, but seems to overcome the ten- 
dency of the salicylic acid to act as a cardiac depressor. — Ex. 

Cosmetic Preparations. — The followuig recipes are from 
good authority — 

TAN AND FRECKLE LOTION. 

Corrosive sublimate gr. vi, 

Dilute hydrochloric acid 3 i, 

Water 3 ^v, 

RiTsfiaterV;//;. ■■.■■;.■.■.■. v. v. v. v. ■.■.■.■.■.■.■.■;;[ each 3 u, 

Glycerine 3 5- 

Apply at night and wash from the skin with soap in the morn- 
ing. 

LE BON's perfumed CARBOLIC ACID. 

Carbolic acid i part, 

Oil of lemon 3 parts. 

Alcohol (30*^) TOO parts. 

GLYCEROLE OF ARNICA. 

Fluid extract arnica 10 parts. 

Glycerine 10 parts. 

For chapped hands insect bites, etc. 

FRENCH COLD CREAM. 

Quince mucilage 40 parts, 

Almond soap i part, 

Stearic acid 10 parts. 

Glycerine 2 parts. 

— Journal of Chemislry, 
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A Cholagogue Formula. — Dr. Blackwood publishes in the 
Medical Times, Philadelphia, the following fomula, which he has 
found very servicable in many a stubborn case of dyspepsia that 
had run the gauntlet unavailingly of all sorts of peptonoids. It 
is also, he says, an admirable cholagogue on general principles. It 
is certainly correctly based on the physiological action of its base 
and adjuvants as demonstrated by the experiments of Rutherford: 

R Cinchonidiae sulphatis 

Euonymin 

Leptandrin • • • • )► aa 3 ss, 

Iridin 

Juglandin 

Podophyllin - 

Ext belladonna . ^ „ 

T3» . . -» > aa er. x. 

Ext. nucis vomicae • ^ 

Ext. hyoscyami 1 

M. ft. mass. et. div. in pil. no. Ix. Sig. One or two at bed time. 
Med, Age. 

Turpentine for Taenia Solium. — In the Southern Clinic, Dr. 
H. L. Harris relates the case of a mulatto girl to whom he gave on 
a Thursday afternoon — 

R 01. terebinthinae 2 ss, 

01. ricini 2 iss. 

Sig. Tablespoonful at a dose. 

And directed that one dose be taken, and that the patient retire 
fasting, and await developmets until one o'clock Friday. 

At 12:20 o'clock Friday, he was summoned and found that she 
had passed a monster tape- worm, measuring seventeen and a half 
feet in length, careful measurement. She suflfered from soreness 
over the hepatic region, but the abdomen has fallen, and the 
patient feels welhr—Afed. and Surg-. Rep, 

New Compound Cathartic Pill. — Dr. Palmer, of Florida, 
in Journal of Pharmacy, recommends the following as a substitute 
for the officinal compound cathartic pill, on account of its being 
less drastic, and more cholagogue in their action. It has been 
thoroughly tested in this part of the country, and is found supe- 
rior to the United States formula in every particular, and I re- 
spectfully suggest it for consideration by the revisers of our 
standard. In this the calomel is increased and the gamboge 
diminished, as follows : 

K Ext coloc. comp ) „« _^ *, , 

Calomel f aa gr. i^ 

Ext jalap gr. 1, 

Gamboge gr. 1-5. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

Prof. Carl Von Hecker, the great Obstetrican of ^funich, died 
recently, in the fifty-sixth yenr of his age. 

Cholera— Something very like Cholera is prevailing to an alarm- 
ing extent at Waterbury, Connecticut. 

American Medical Association. — This great representative 
body of the medical profession in the United* States, will meet the 
present year on the 5th of June, at Cleve'and, Ohio. 

Oversight.— The article in our March number entitled '*Look out 
for your Soft Catheter ^''^ should have t)een credited to the Peoria MedU 
cal Monthly, We trust that excellent Journal will excuse the over- 
sight. 

CoLDEN^s Liquid Beef.— Dr. W. Andrews, the gentlemanly agent 
of Colden^s Liquid Beef Tonic (advertised in our Journal) gave us a 
friendly^cal.l and furnished us with a sample of that excellent nutritive 
tonic. It is neatly put up, agreeable to the taste, and truly a fine com- 
bination. 

John Wyeth & Brother.— The gentlemanly agent of John 
Wyeth & Brother, Philadelphia, paid us a call and exhibited a number 
of beautiful samples from that excellent house. We have used Wyeth's 
preparations, and regard them as among the very best, the purest and 
neatest in the market. 

The State Medical Association at Athens.— There are in- 
dications of an unusually full attendance at the Medical Association of 
Georgia, which convenes at Athens on the 18th instant (April). It ia 
to be hoped that all sections of the State will be represented ; that iir- 
partial, kind and fraternal relations will prevail, and that the great in- 
terests of the profession will be advanced. 

WTSee the card of Dr. John G. Westmoreland under our 
Special Notice head. The Doctor, on account of age and declining 
health, finds himself unable to continue the arduous duties of out-door 
practice, but his patrons may still avail themselves of his long experi- 
ence and established skill by consulting him in his office. 

Analyzing Urine.— Too little attention ib paid by the profession 
to testing and analyzing urine, and unfortunately many practitioners 
are unacquainted with the proper methods or have not the facilities for 
making these tests, often indispensable to a correct diagnosis of disease. 
Such will do well to avail themselves of the services of Prof. J. H. 
Logan, whose card may be seen under our Special Notice head, an4 
who Js 9 Cbeipist of large experience w4 acknowledged ability. 
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Beautiful Pocket Drug Case.-— Among the most unique and 
beautiful Pocket Drug Cases we have ever seen was one selected for the 
sucoe&sful contestant for the prize in Physiology at the late commence- 
ment of the Southern Medical College. It was from the splendid drug 
house of McKesson <k Bobbins, New York. The vials were all filled 
with beautiful gelatine coated pills and granules. The size of the case, 
the plan of opening, the number of vials, the assortment of drugs, and 
the entire get up of the case, was the very acme of beauty, usefulness 
and convenience. 

Established September 1, 1881. The Philadelphia Hospital for Skin 
Diseases, No. 923 Locust street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is under 
the control of the following Board of Managers : 
Robert E. Rogers, M. D., Hon. A. K. McClure, 

William H. Pancoast, M. D., WiUiam 8. Jenney, M. D., 

Rev, Geoi^ F. Wiswell. D. D., William B. Atkinson, M. D., 

C. W. McKeehan, Esq., Lawrence Wolff, M. D., 

George W. Fairman, Esq., George H. Brown, Esq. 

MENTAL DISEASES. 

The study of Mental diseases is attracting more attention than in 
former years. The nature and operations of the human mind and its 
relations to the physical part of the man, and the extent to which it is 
dependent upon the brain for Its action, are subjects of deep and impor- 
tant interest. The advocates of Scientific Materialism, as Heckel, In- 
gersoll, and others, have grown bold and confident in rejecting all neces- 
sity for the seperate or independent existence of a soul or thinking prin- 
ciple, claiming that tl J ought is but the product of brain secretion, or a 
result of molecular motion of brain substance, and that with the death 
or destruction of the brain, all mental operation on the part of the indi- 
vidual ceases, and he goes into absolute nonentity. The doctrine of 
spontaneous generation, the evolution of forms and species, and the 
survival of the fittest, is sufficient with this c lass of scientists to ccount 
for the existence of man and of al' animals, as we now find them upon 
the earth, and tbere is no God and no neceasity for a God in the uni- 
verse. While a few hold to these doctrines, alarming the Christian 
'^orld with the boldness of their assertions, and the extent and ability 
of their literature which finds access to nearly all classes of periodicals 
and magazines in our country, yet those who are calmly surveying 
the field in a spirit free from prejudice and' infidel proclivity, see no 
great danger of the subversion of the old and scriptural doctrine of the 
separate existence of the mind and soul of man as a real entity, which 
can and does occa'-i< nally act independently of the body, even in this 
life, and which, at death, comes out of the body as the caterpillar from 
1(8 chrysalis, a real, substantial and immortal existence. 

The committee of the National Association for the Protection of the 
Insane and the prevention cf Insanity, realizing the increasing impor- 
tanoe of the study of mental dii^eases, suggest the establishing of special 
chairs in all our schools for instruction in Mental Science and Mental 
diseasesr Ttie incre^ed prevalence of it^a^it^, and tl^e growing iYn« 
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portance of a better knowledge of mental phenomena, make the sug- 
gestion a timely and worthy one, and we doubt not it will meet with the 
ready aequie5^cence of the medical profession throughout our land. 

SENSIBLE. 

There are some American physicians, says the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, who write too much ; but the great majority 
do not write enough. 

Medical journals are the vehicles of interchange of thought and 
experience between the members of the profession; and a physi- 
cian should make it a rule always to report every case that may 
occur in his practice in which any phenomena may present them- 
selves that he does not find recorded in his text-books. 

But he should be short and explicit. Many an otherwise good 
communication has been rendered worthless by being too long'- 
winded; the valuable points have been smothered in a lot of 
trash. 

When a man feels sure that he has something new to report, he 
should reflect how he can say what he has to say in as few words 
as possible. He will thus prepare an article that will be readable 
as well as valuable, and will not encroach unnecessarily on the too 
limited space of a good journal. 

Physicians should likewise cultivate the habit of independent 
thought and reasoning in their practice; and should not, as so 
many do, practice strictly according to the rules laid down in the 
books. 

Short, practical communications are always of value, and the 
profession of our country should make it a rule to prepare them 
frequently. 

THE GOOD OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 
In addition to the instruction and m«'ntal improvement resulting 
from Medical Associations and Societies may be mentioned the social 
advantages to the members of the profession. It is often charged that 
Doctors are not friendly and sociable as among themselves. It must be 
admitted that in many communities the charge is correct. Yet it ought 
not to be so, and it has been observed that in places where the members 
of the profession meet in medical societies, and talk familiarly of their 
professional experiences, and interchange views in regard to their eases, 
that kind and social feelings always prevail, and that Doctors mingle 
freely together, finding both pleasure and profit in each otherb' society. 



HEAVY. 
Dr. DaCosta is reported as saying ( \f ed. Herald) ''If one has not too 
much to do he writes a short paper on Phthisis. If one has little to do 
he writes a long paper on Phthisis. If one has nothing to do he writes 
a book on Phthisis.^' He further states that * ^Gynecologists, as a rule, 
part their hair and their names in the middle, and never die until they 
have invented pessaries and speculums innum< rable.'' 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN MEDICAL EDITORS, 

The Editors' ABsociation will meet the present year at Cleveland, 
Ohio— the same place and time of the American Medical Association. 
It has been arranged for the sessions to meet between the afternoon 
meetings of the Sections and evening entertainments. 

The President of the Association, Dr. N. S. Davis, will address the 
members on Tuesday evening upon the ^^Preaent Status and Tenden- 
cies of the Medical Profession and Journalism.^' 

Dr. H. O. Marcy will make an address on Wednesday evening fol- 
lowing upon ^^ Journalism devoted to the Protection and Concentration 
of Medical and Surgical Science in Special Departments.'' 

Dr. Stone, of St. Paul, and Dr. Octerlony are also expected to read 
papers before the body. It is probable that other parties will read papers 
at the Association. 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

The Untoward Effects of Drugs a Pharmacological and 
Clinical Manual. By Dr. L. Lewin, Decent of Materia Medica 
and Public Health, in the University of Berlin. Second edition re- 
vised and enlargea. Translated by J. J. Mulheron, M. D., Professor 
of Principles of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the Michigan 
Medical College, Detroit, Mich. The only English Translation hav- 
inii' the author's endorsement. Detroit, Michigan, U. 8. A. Geo. 
L. Davis, Medical Publisher, 1883. 

The above is a work of 216 large octavo pages. Cloth, embostred 
sides and back, in black and gold. Price, |2 00. The work is exceed- 
ingly interesting and instructive in the information it imparts relative 
to the deviation of drugs from their ordinary action, or to occai^ional 
untoward results often not suspected by the practitioner. It will well 
rejmy perusal. 

Proposed Ordinance, Rules and Regulations for regulating the 
Plumbing, House Drainage, Registration and Licensing of Plumbers in 
the city of Philadelphia, as reported by the Committee of 21. Phila- 
delphia, P. Blakiston, Son &Co., Medical and Scientific Publishers, 1012 
Walnut street, 1883. 

Suggestions regarding the local treatment of some 01 the commoner 
affections of the Ear, by Samuel Theobald, M. D., of Baltimore, Sur- 
geon to the Baltimore Eye, Ear and Throat Charity Hospital ; Oph- 
thalmic and Aural Surgeon to St. Vincent's Hospital, Baltimore. Read 
before the Clinical Society of Maryland, Noveml^er 17th, 1882. 

Bromide of Ethyl, the most perfect anaesthetic for short, painful 
surgical operations, by Julian J. Chisolm, M. D., Professor of Eye and 
Ear Diseases in the University of Mar> land, Surgeon-in-Charge of the 
Presbyterian Eye and Ear Charity Hospital ; Ophthalmic Surgeon to 
the L'niveisity Hospital, etc. 

RECEIPTED. 

18S2.— Bra. B T Phlpps, Jamea Wyly, Robert Duke, E KlnK, Thoe Norton. D D 
Tatiim, EL Smith, Jas PhUUpa. REckhart. . *^ x/ 

1883.->-DrB. J H Jennings, R J Talbert, B F Duke, W M Peacock, to March, •88- B 
R Bryant, t€» March, '83; AT Park, H AlUson, W M Coleman, R F Pharr, 6 montiis: 
T C Davlfl, T E Morris, A W Irwin, James Ray, J M Benton. ' * 
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SPECIAL ISrOTICES. 



To Hie Profession— ANALYSIS OF URINE.— I am prepared, In my office, 
643^ Whitehall Street, Atlauia, Georgia, to make quantitative and qualitative anai- 
vHes of uriue and microscopic examination of tissue, at a moderato oompensation. 
V'ill be pleased lo hear from the profession on this important subject. 

J. H. LOGAN, A. M., M. D. 

PROFESSIONAL CARD -Not being physically able to pursue a general practice 
of medicine, 1 hereby decline calls for the treatment of acute diseases, and also 
chronic affections requiring me to leave my office, and to exercise much physical 
h.bor. Not being fiuHuclalTy "able to live without work," I must do an office prac- 
tice, and desire to confine myself strictly to cases able to call on me, with which I 
have made myself thoroughly familiar, such as Chronic, Bowel, Stomach, Kidney 
and Liver affections, Bronchitis, Nasal Catarrh and Piles. 

OFFICE, SO Loyd Street, Atlanta, Georgia. 

J. Q. WESTMORELAND, M. D. 

PARHE, DAVIS A CO.— This magnificent Drug establishment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., nave, by unrbmitting perseverance and faithfulness in all their business 
interests, obtained tbe confidence ana good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the Introduction of new and important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Justly deserve the 
hlghreputaiionto which they have attained. j ^ ^ ^^ 

Wm. R. Warner A Co.-This splendid Drug House, so widely and favorably 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high posi- 
tion. Their preparations are regarded by the profession everywhere as unsurpassed 
for purity ai\d elegance. In respect to their quinine pills, so deservedly popular, the 
following certificate has been published: - «- *- 

PHii^AJJEiiPHiA, Pknn., December 22, 1882. 
An analysis of seven samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledae of 
the manufacturers, was made and published in the American Journal of Pharmacv 
by me, and those made by William R Warner & COm were found to be correct as to 
quantity and purity of Quinine. HENRY TRIMBLE, AnaLyticat Chemist, 

Ulellln'fl Food, for Infanls and Invalid^.— Sold by that staunch and reli- 
able house, Theodore Metcalf & Co., at 41 Central Wharf, Boston, is a superior arUcle 
See the advertisement in this Journal. 

CELERINA.-Dr. Piersol,of Knox county, Illinois, says: I am nsii-.g CELERINA 
which, in my opinion, and it is backed up by experience in its use, 1 uiiuk listands 
at the head. It certainly is the best thing 1 have ever used as a nervine, and when- 
ever a nervous, hysierlcal woman (or man eitheri comes to me for u wauient cft *- 
KiNA is the main thing I prescribe. * ^"^^ 

Pkof. James M. Holloway, M. D., of Ix)uJsville, thus refers to LISTERINE — 
»*My brief experience with LISTtRINE has been satisfactory. One case of verv ob- 
stinate and oflensive nasivl catarrh has been much benefitted by its use, after various 
other well-known remedies had been tried in vain. An aggravated case of dinhth^ 
rltic sore throat was attended by such intense nausea and pain that other remedies 
could not be swallowed, and otner gargles could not be tolerated. The LISTERINE 
was given, and not only retained, but followed by amelioration of the distressinir 
symptoms. Asa dentifrice it is not only eff-ectual as a cleanser and sweetener of the 
mouth, but it is decidedly pletisant in taste. 

MCKESSON <feR0BBINS.-.Thl8 great Drug Establishment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation as reliable and eminently successful busln«M 
men. Their various preparations are of acknowledged excellwice and purlly. and 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beauty with which they are presented to 
the trade, ttee their advertisement opposite 1st page of reading matter in tins 
Journal. 

More of EIXIOTT'8 SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined, one thousand have been snipped to diflferent pans of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist The proprietor invites a thorough invesUgation and comparison of every 
??«[,*^^*^? market. The U. B. Government did thi? in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LlOlT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIEK, 7o9 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

- ^^^f<«"»<*«n«^eiisls.-DKAK8ra- Your Kennedy's Plnus Gftnadensls has an- 
swered an admirable purpose in two cases of catarrh of the bowels, and 1 want more 
immediately, and now ask that you send me half-dozen bottles by first express. 

W. N. CLINE, M. D. 
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T. 8. Powell, M.D. W. T. Goldbmith, M.D. R. C. Wobd, M.D. 



a. C. WOBD, M.D., Managing Sdiior. 



•VAll OommanloaUons aod Letton on BiulneM oonneoted with the Rboobd mnU 
be addreoed to the Managing Editor. 



Vol. XIII. ATLANTA. GA., MAY 20, 1883. No. 5. 

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



KENTUCKY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



Editors Southern Medical Record : 

I have just returned from the annual meeting of our State 
Medical Society. It convened on the 4th instant, and continued 
three days. 

We had a fine attendance, and a very good meeting; a great 
many papers of interest being read. 

Our President, Dr. Price, delivered quite an able address, touchy 
ing particularly the Subjects ot Medical Education and Medici^) 
Ethics. These are, at this time, apparently, objects of much in- 
terest. 

The report on Medical Ethics, by Dr. Yager, was quite able, an^ 
elicited much interest on the part of members. He is greatly op- 
posed to the recent revolution on the part of the State Society of 
New York, and criticised its action in quite positive language. It 
would seem, however, that that body, at least a majority so far, 
still clings to its ideal with much tenacity. But to judge of the 
tone of its former advocates and supporters, I would not be sur- 
prised if the project was not abandoned before the lapse of many 
years. The irregulars, with whom it has seemed of late so desir- 
able to connect, it is said, intend to have their own specialties, an<^ 
thereby save the cases to their own side of the house. This plan 
would leave our new-code men out in the cold. 
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The report of the committee on Surgery, by Dr. Fuqua, was 
•very able, and presented the improvements and advances in that 
department in quite a terse and interesting manner. 

Dr. Scott, of Louisville, reported on Obstetrics. He dwelt par- 
ticularly on the want of due attention given by mothers to daugh- 
ters, respecting their menstrual functions. His argument led to 
the point that, on account of neglect in this particular, the exigen- 
cies of the child-bearing period were greatly enhanced. Also al- 
Juded to the pernicious effects of being over-worked during the 
access and continuance of the mestrual flow. That this is a time 
vrhen the economy requires, and should receive, comparative rest. 
There can be little doubt that over muscular exercise at this period 
tends greatly to break down nervous power, and thereby materi- 
ally weaken the reproductive organs. I regard his report as being 
quite valuable. 

Dr. Ochterlony reported on Dermatology, which was one of the 
best papers presented. He spoke at length of the great advan- 
tage of the use of hot water applications in the treatment of that 
terribly distressing disease, prurigo. It is better, if convenient, to 
immerse the parts involved in as hot water as can well be borne, 
for several minutes at a time, and well wiped dry after each im- 
imersion. 

The report on Materia Medica was made by your humble serv- 
ant, but modesty forbids favorable criticism. Of course, on the 
other hand, I would not like to speak disparagingly ot my own 
-work. 

There were papers read on "The Vagaries of Medicine," by Dr. 
."Speed ; "Clinical Observations on Head Injuries," by Dr. Roberts; 
"A Case of Strichnia Poisoning," by Dr. Seargent ; "Two Ortho- 
pedic Cases," by Dr. Vance ; "On Tracheotomy," by Dr. Wilson ; 
"On Pertussis," by Dr. Webb ; "On Conjunctival Blenorrhoea," 
by Dr. Ferguson. Dr. Rum bold, by invitation, read a paper on 
.the treatment of "Chronic Naso-Pharyngeal Catarrh." 

Your h*umble servant read a paper on "Fecal impaction of up- 
per portion of sigmoid flexure of colon, accompanied by persis- 
tent diarrhoea." • 

Many of these papers were quite able, and elicited much in- 
terest. 

The paper of Dr. Speed, on the "Vagaries of Medicine," criti- 
cised the character of Hahnemann with great severity, and proved 
him to have been the merest charlatan. His criticisms of the 
•*Similia Similibus Curanter" dogma, as well as the infinitesimal 
absurdity,' were extremely caustic in their severity. The Doctor 
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is well posted in what is termed homeopathy. He regards it as 
the quintessence of absurdity. 

The remarks of Dr. Roberts on Head Injuries were very inter- 
«esting as well as instructive. He had relieved several patients of 
epilepsy by trephining and removing the cause. His report of 
<:ases were corroborated by the remarks of Prof. Yandell, with 
illustrative cases. 

The case of strychnia poisoning, by Dr. Seargent, was one of 
^reat interest. The patient had taken twenty grains of the alka- 
loid one hour before the Doctor saw him. He was treated with 
•chloral hydrate and bromide of potassium successfully. None of 
the poison was rejected by the stomach. It was regarded by the 
.Society as a remarkable cure. 

Dr. Vance illustrated his cases of orthopedic deformities, as well 
uas the cures, by photograph drawings. The Doctor, though quite 
jroung, is becoming to be quite an expert in that variety of surgery. 

Doctor Wilson performed tracheotomy on a child for diphtheria, 
which proved successful, the only one for that disease in the city 
of Louisville. He was complimented on his success by Professor 
D. W. Yandell. 

Dr. Ferguson entertained Ui very ably in discussing conjunc- 
tival blenorrhffia and its treatment, as observed in the Royal Oph- 
thalmic Hospital of London. He described the nature and char- 
4icter of the disease very accurately, and made cleanliness a great 
point in the treatment. 

Dr. Rumbold's plan of treatment for chronic catarrh of the nose 
and throat is simple, and he says quite effective. He, by atom- 
izing tubes, applies melted vaseline to the parts affected. He 
-claims for this article virtues superior to all others. His apparatus, 
however, I would judge from appearances, to be quite expensive. 

Dr. Wilson exhibited an improved hollow needle, curved for the 
purpose of closing openings in the vagina, either rectal or cystic. 
It has many advantages over those in use, both as regards size and 
length. Of course it is only adapted to the use of wire ligatures. 

Upon the whole, our meeting was a success, more so as it re- 
spects ability of papers presented than as to numbers. The weather 
'during the session was rather unpropitious, which perhaps kept 
some away who otherwise would have been present. 

Two years ago, it was resolved by the Society that Louisville 
-should, in the future, be the permanent place of holding our an- 
nual meetings. But at this meeting we have agreed to re-inaugu- 
rate the old plan of a migratory Society. We shall, I suppose, 
iliereafter meet wherever we may be invited to come. I think, 
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perhaps, this last change was brought about by an apparent dis- 
satisfaction on the part of the provincials at the metropolitans for 
seemingly wishing to assume the privilege of keeping a ^(t^i/ thing 
too much to themselves. 

We shall hold our next meeting at Bowling Green, on the first 
Wednesday of May, next year, provided it does not conflict with 
the meeting of the American Medical Association. In such event 
a timely notice will be given. 

Dr. McCormack, of Bowling Green, was elected our next 
president. Yours very truly, 

T. B. Grbenlby. 

P. S. — Hope Georgia will be largely represented at Cleveland 
in June. Be glad to see you and Dr. Powell present. 

Yours, etc., G. 



THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE GEORGIA STATE 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



LETTER FROM ATHENS, GEOUGIA. 

Messrs, Editors : 

The body convened in the court house at Athens, on Wed- 
nesday morning, April i8th. * Dr. Holt, of Macon, in the chair. 
About fifty members present. 

Dr. Gerdine, of Athens, delivered the address of welcome in his 
happiest style. Dr. Holt, the retiring president, introduced the 
present president, Dr. K. P. Moore, of Forsyth, who occupied the 
remainder of the morning session with a very interesting address 
on the subject of Common Sense vs, u^siheticism. 

Afternoom Session. 

A few new members from Athens and the surrounding country 
were enrolled. 

Resolutions of sympathy were passed ior Dr. L. D. Ford, of 
Augusta, and Dr. J. T.Johnson, of Atlanta, in their long continued 
illness. 



SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

The Association was called to order by the President, and the 
minutes read and approved. 

The Secretary read letters from absent members. 

The Secretary read an invitation from Mrs. ETr.C.W. Long, in- 
viting the Association to call at her residence this evening from 7 
to 8 o'clock. 
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On motion of Dr. Armstrong, the invitation was accepted, with 
the thanks of the Association. 

On recommendation of the Board of Censors five new members 
were elected. 

The committee on necrology made a report through Dr. Foster, 
their chairman. Report adopted. 

The committee on prize essays made a report, which was 
adopted. 

Voluntary contributions were called for, tp be read by title, and 
to be called up at the pleasure of the Association. 

A paper on Acute Dysentery, by Dr. J. W. Duncan, of Atlanta, 
was read. 

Dr. Noble, of Atlanta, in behalf of Dr. Taliaferro, who was kept 
away by sickness, presented a number of instruments. 

The report of the auditing committee was made through Dr. 
Holt, of Macon, and adopted. 

A case was reported by Dr. Summey, of Stone Mountain, 
through Dr. Hamilton. The report was ordered sent to the com- 
mittee on publications. 

This was a case of "Pencil in the bladder." A pencil about five 
inches long was taken from the bladder of a young girl, around 
which was encrusted a phosphatic deposit, and the surmise by the 
reporter was that the pencil had been swallowed nine months be- 
fore the operation. This ground was accepted as probable by 
about a half dozen members. The great majority, however, 
thought it more probable that the pencil entered through the ure- 
thra. It is fair to state that the girl had dysentery with bloody 
discharges shortly after it was claimed she had swallowed the 
pencil, but there was no evidence of any of the contents of the 
bowel having entered the bladder. 
Dr. H. J. Williams read an article on typhoid fever. 
A resolution by Dr. A. W. Griggs, of West Point, that the Presi- 
dent of this Association appoint a committee of nine to memorial- 
ize the Georgia Legislature to amend the present laws in reference 
to dissection, to the end that our medical colleges may be placed 
•on an equal footing with other colleges, was adopted. 

The President appointed Drs. H. V. M. Miller, T. S. Powell, 
Wm. Perrin Nicolson, W. S. Armstrong, J. B. Baird, G. G. Craw- 
ford, W. F. Westmoreland, of Atlanta. Dr. DeSausure Ford^ 
Augusta ; Dr. C. H. Hall, Macon. 

A paper on typhoid fever, by Dr. L. G. Hardman, of Harmony 
Crove, was read. 

The hour having arrived for the annual oration. Dr. A. W. 
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Griggs was appointed by the President to deliver the oration, ii» 
the absence of the orator elect. 

The committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year wa& 
appointed. 

Adjourned for dinner. 

Afternoon Session. 

The nominating committee reported the following officers for 
the ensuing year: 

Dr. A. W. Calhoun, of Atlanta, President ; Dr. P.J. Nunn, Sa-^ 
vannah, first vice-president; Dr. M. P. Deadwyler, Elberton, sec- 
ond vice-president; Dr. Jas. A. Gray, Atlanta, secretary; Dr. A.. 
W. Griggs, West Point, censor ; Dr. J, S. Todd, Atlanta, censor ; 
Eugene Foster, Augusta, censor. 

A resolution was introduced by Dr. Holt, of Macon, returning 
thanks to the resident physicians of Athens for their kindness^ 
To the faculty of the University for an invitation to visit the* 
grounds, etc., of the University; to the principal of the Lucy Cobb, 
and also to Dr. Lipscomb. 

The Association adjourned to meet in Macon on the 3d Wednes- 
day in April, 1884. 

The adjournment on the second day was unprecedented in the 
annals of the Association, with perhaps one exception. It was- 
done late in the afternoon of the second day, when many were 
absent, and we think against the wish of the majority of the 
members. 

A number of papers were ready and would have been read on- 
the third day. It is to be hoped that the transactions will not be- 
delayed ten or eleven months this year as they were last. Alf 
members, whether they attend the Association or not, have to pay 
three dollars annual dues, and it is certainly due them that they 
should receive this little book (the Transactions) earlier in the 
year than the eleventh month. 

Altogether, this the 34th session of the Association might very 
well be blotted out of its records entirely, so far as its work as an« 
Association is concerned, without much loss to the most of its. 
members.. But it is a dark cloud that has no clear spots. The so- 
cial feature of the meeting was a grand success. The receptions- 
and entertainments on Wednesday night, and the banquet on^^ 
Thursday night, will ever be remembered with pleasure — thanks. 
to the Doctors, and people generally, of the hospitable little city 

of Athens. 

It is to be hoped that at the next meeting (in Macon) a chance 
will be afforded for more papers to be read. 

"A MembkrJ'' 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE MANAGEMENT OF ENTE- 
RIC FEVER ACCORDING TO A PLAN BASED 
UPON THE SO-CALLED SPECIFIC 
TREATMENT. 



By James C. Wilson, M. D., 

Pbysloian to the Jeil^non Medical Hospital, and to the Philadelphia Hospital. 

(Read January 8, U88.) 



I desire to lay before the college a plan of managing enteric 
fever, which I have employed during the past year, and which^ 
tested by such uncertain but not necessarily fallacious means as- 
are available for a limited series of cases, has yielded satisfactory 
results. 

The object of this communication will, I believe, be best stained 
by first sketching in outline the plan of treatment itself; next, hy 
reviewing the considerations which led to its adoption, and finally 
by a brief study of the cases. This arrangement of the topics will 
enable us to economize time. 

7X^ Plan of Treatment, — ^The scope of this paper, atld the 
necessity to be brief, debar me from the consideration of the gen- 
eral management of the patient, dietetics, the treatment oT comr 
plications and sequels and of the prophylaxis ; and restrict me, in 
the main, to the subject of the management by medicinal means^ 
It is, in fact, this part of the treatment that, superadded to so> 
called rational and expectant method in general use in this com- 
munity, differs from the common practice and constitutes the plan 
in question. 

So soon as the patient is found to have enteric fever, or, in many 
instances, so soon as his symptoms warrant a reasonable suspicion 
that he is about to develop it, he is put to bed, ordered a diet con- 
sisting of milk, animal broths, jelly and simple custards, in small 
amounts, and at intervals of two or three hours. At night he is. 
given a dose of calomej. This dose varies in amount from 7^ to 
10 grains (05 to 0.66 gramme) and is repeated every second eve- 
ning until three or rarely four doses have been administered in the 
course of the first six or eight days. It is given alone or in con- 
nection with sodium bicarbonate. There is commonly a slight in- 
crease of diarrhoea, if it be present, without aggravation of the 
other symptoms, and in some instances the tendency of the tem- 
perature at this time to steadily rise, appears to be controlled. If,, 
as is frequently the case, spontaneous diarrhoea has not recurred in^ 
the first week, the calomel usually brings about two large evacua- 
tions on the day following its administration, not more. In either 
case the tendency to frequent passages in the later stages of the 
attack is favorably influenced by the repeated administration of 
this drug during the first week. If the case does not come under 
observation until the loth day, one. or at most, two doses of calo- 
mel are given. No further doses of it are, however, given during^ 
the course of the attack unless constipation occurs. In this event 
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if the evidences of extensive or deep implication of the intestinal 
wall, such as abdominal pain, tenderness or marked tympany are 
absent, calomel in 7^ grain (0.5 gramme) doses is given at intervals 
of three or four days. If there is reason to suspect serious intes- 
tinal lesions, the lower bowel may be more safely emptied of its 
contents every third or fourth day, by enemata of moderate size 
(8 to 10 fluid ounces). It is necessary to bear in mind that the 
gravest lesion of the gut leading even to hemorrhage and perfora- 
tion, have occasionally been observed in cases characterized, not 
only by constipation, but also by an entire absence of pain or ten- 
derness, and very moderate tympany. The danger of salivation 
]from calomel in these doses in enteric fever appears to be slight. 
In only one case in sixteen were the mercurial fetor and slight 
swelling of the gums observed. 

Excessive diarrhoBa has been controlled by the use of opium, 
either in suppositories, containing i grain (0.06 gramme), or by 
the mouth in quarter-grain (0.016 gramme) doses, often associated 
with bismuth, and given fro re na:a. It is an invariable rule that 

{he patient be kept in the horizontal position and to the use of the 
)ed-pan and urinal, from the time of the recognition of the dis- 
ease until defervescences is completed. He is, however, turned 
upon his side from time to time, and made to maintain that posi- 
tion for twenty or thirty minutes, if necessary, being supported by 
the nurse. 

From the beginning of the attack the following' mixture is regu- 
larly administered in doses of one, two or even three drops in a 
sherry -glassful of ice-water after food, every two or three hours 
during the day and night : 

B Tinct iodinii, f 3 ij 8 I 00 c. c. 

Acid, carbolici liq., f 3 j 4 | 00 c. c. 

M. Unless some unusual circumstance occur to render a change 
necessary, this medicine is not suspended until the attack draws to 
a close. It is well borne by the stomach and excites no repug- 
nance on the part of patients. In one case only has it been neces- 
sary to omit the carbolic acid on account of the disgust assumed 
by its odor. 

Partly for the sake of its favorable influence upon the skin and 
for the sake of cleanliness; partly because of its favorable though 
slight influence upon thd temperature, the patient is to be sponged 
twice a day with equal parts of aromatic vinegar or alcohol, and 
cold water. If it is more grateful to him, the sponging may be 
done in tepid water, the evaporation of an extensive film of water 
not below the temperature of his body probably being not with- 
out a refrigerating tendency. 

When the evening axillary temperature reaches 104** F. (40® C.) 
quinine in massive doses, 24 to 30 grains (1.66 to 2.00 grammes) is 
given upon a falling temperature. I usually direct 8 to 10 grains 
to be given in solution at 5, at 5:30, and at 6 a. m. the following 
morning. Administered thus at the decline of the temperature in 
its diurnal revolution, these largu doses of quinine depress it from 
i.5^ to 3.5*^ F. (1.4° to 1.8*^ C). After the lapse of forty-eight to 
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seventy -two hours, it necessary the dose may be repeated. If 
these doses be rejected by the stomach — an unusual circumstance 
— half the quantity of quinine may be administered hypodermic- 
ally. For this purpobe a citric acid solution is to be preferred. 
Since the adoption of the plan of treatment under consideration, 
I have not encountered cases attended with such hyperpyrexia as 
has rendered attempts to control it by cold baths necessary or even 
advisable. 

The minor nervous symptoms are best held in check by skillful 
nursing. For the relief of the headache of the first ten Jays, ab- 
solute quietude, a dim light, etc., are often sufficient; occasionally 
the bromides alone, or in combination with chloral, are required. 
Later in the course of the disease chloral is unsafe. From the end 
of the first week the patient cannot be left unattended, even for a 
few minutes, without risk. Persons in whom delirium was only 
occasional and transient, have in many instances destroyed them- 
selves during the roonlentary absence of the nurse. 

Alcohol is. not often indicated prior to the beginning of the third 
week. It may, however, by reason of the habits qt certain pa- 
tients, be necessary throughout the attack. Although forming no 
essential part of the treatment, it is commonly administered in 
varying though usually small amounts towards the close of the 
sickness. Some patients do well without taking it at all. It is of 
course administered in accordance with well-understood indica- 
tions upon the supervention of delirium, ataxic symptoms and the 
evidences of failures of the forces of the circulation. The patients 
are carefully watched well into convalescence, and cautioned 
against too soon regarding themselves restored to health. 

The dangers of the establishment bf a focus of contagion are 
guarded against by the systematic, thorough disinfection of the 
stools immediately after they are voided. 

The considerations which induced me to adopt this plan of treat- 
ment indicated in the foregoing sketch, are : 

I. A feeling of dissatisfaction regarding the expectant method 
of treating enteric fever. This feeling, vague at first, grew more 
definite and stronger with clinical opportunities, and a fuller 
knowledge of the natural history of the disease, until it became a 
motive, impelling me to cast about for some diflferent and more 
satisfactory plan. This feeling has been during the past decade a 
very general one in the profession in all parts of the world, as is 
attested by an almost endless succession of journal articles setting 
forth new plans ot treatment, and the use of new drugs in the 
management of this, the most common and most important of the 
acute infectious diseases of the present epoch in medical history. 
Most of the plans thus suggestea have led to disappointment when 
tested by the fuller observations of the profession ; many of them 
have failed to attract general attention, and some few are still su6 
judice. Their number and diversity bear witness to a wide-spread 
distrust of the once well-established expectant treatment. This 
distrust is, however, based upon something more tangible than a 
mere feeling of dissatisfaction. T'he statistics of all observers 
whose cases have been sufficiently numerous to be trustworthy, 
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show enteric fever to be, when treated by the expectant plan, a 
disease of high death rate. 

2. Enteric fevier is the very type of tlie general diseases, of affec- 
tions ioiius substantia. The tissues are universally implicated in 
the morbid processes ; no function of the body wholly escapes 
perturbation. For this reason, plans of treatment suggested by 
the prominence of certain groups of symptoms, or by the known 
lesions of particular organs, even though of undoubted benefit as 
far as they go, are in theory unsatisfactory, because they are directed 
in effect against conspicuous manifestations of the cause of the 
sickness rather than against the cause itself 

Whilst in actual practice, the treatment by turpentine, by alco- 
hol, by opium with lead, or the silver nitrate, or by agents capa- 
ble of controlling the febrile movements, as quinine, digatalis, 
salicin, and the salicylates, even the cold -water treatment itself, al- 
though at times, and in the hands of certain clinicians showing^ 
favorable results — all these have failed of general acceptance on 
the part of the profession. 

3. The general character of the disease, the specific nature of its 
cause, the unsatisfactory results alike of an expectant and of a 
symptomatic plan of treatment, or rather of the two combined, 
have united to render the idea of a specific treatment, a true cure 
for enteric fever, a most attractive one, to stimulate thoughtful ob- 
servers to renew again and again the disappointing search for it. 
To this idea may be traced the treatment by the mineral acids, by 
quinine alone, by quinine and digitalis, by iodine, by the potas- 
sium iodide, by calomel. 

4. Not only is the conception of a specific treatment for spec'fic 
diseases a most attractive one, and the attainment of such a treat- 
ment for enteric fever brought within the bounds of a reasonable 
hope by the analogy of syphilis and the malarial diseases, but the 
search after it with due caution and judgment, has also the war- 
rant of the very highest medical authority. 

The treatment adopted is thus seen to consist of the use of the 
two remedies that are proved to exert a favorable influence upon 
the disease, iodine and calomel, with the addition of carbolic acid 
in minute amounts. I am aware that no postive conclusions as to 
the efilicacy of particular plans of treatment can be deduced from 
a limited scries of cases. I am also aware that few acute diseases 
show greater variations in intensity and in the percentage of mor- 
tality at different periods, and under <lifferent circumstances, than 
enteric fever. Nevertheless, I have ventured to occupy your at- 
tention with this subject to-night, because the results of the treat- 
ment encourage me to hope that its discussion in this way will lead 
to its trial on a more extended scale. That it amounts to a specific 
treatment in the narrow sense is not affirmed. It is tentative, pro- 
visional, but it is, nevertheless, to be regarded as a contribution to 
the subject of the specific treatment of enteric fever. 

The total number of cases treated by this plan is sixteen; all re- 
covered, one being now in the second week of convalescence. 

Of these, eight were severe, the temperature reaching or exceed- 
ing 104° F. (40° C). 
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Of these eight severe cases, one was characterized by uncon 
trollable vomiting in the third week. The patient retained no food 
taken by the mouth for five consecutive days. 

One case was very irregular in its course, and was complicated 
by art abdominal aoscess which discharged by the bowel. The 
temperature in this case on two occasions attained 105° F. (40.5*^0.) 
This case presented the characteristic eruption of enteric fever. 

A third case was prolonged by a severe relapse. . 

Of the eight cases in which the observed temperature did not at 
any time attain 104° F. (40* C), and which was therefore looked 
upon as medium or mild. cases, one was complicated by crural 
phlebitis, and another by the occurrence of intestinal hemor- 
rhage. 

The average duration of the eight severe cases was about 31 
days ; that of the eight mild and medium cases was about 25 
days. 

Of the whole number, ten were treated in hospital, six in private 
practice. All from the time of their coming under observation were 
under my personal care. 

In two cases the special plan of treatment was abandoned about 
the beginning of the third week on account of the supervention 
of unusual symptoms of great gravity. These related respectively 
to gastric irritability and an obscure abdominal abscess. — Chicago 
Med. your. <^ Examiner. 



OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE LARYNX AND TRACHEA. 



By E. Fletcher Ingals, A. M.. M. D., . 

[Read before the Illinois Btate Medical Boolety, May, 1882] 



In October last a boy eleven years of age was brought to mc 
from Waukegan, suffering from severe dyspnoea caused by a for- 
eign bod}' in the air-passages. 

I learned that a month previously, while cracking a hickory-nut 
with his teeth, the boy was made to laugh, when a piece of the 
shell was drawn into his larynx. Severe cough and dyspnoBa re- 
sulted, but after a few days the latter nearly subsided, though the 
cough remained. Thus he continued for three weeks. Then the 
dyspnoea again became troublesome, and it steadily increased up 
to the time when he was brought to my clinic, at the Central Free 
Dispensary, one month after the accident. I found the patient 
very hoarse and greatly troubled for breath. 

A laryngoscopic examination was made, but the boy's timidity 
prevented me from obtaining a satisfactory view of the lower part 
of the larynx, :hough I obtained a glimpse of the glottis, which 
enabled me to determine that no body of any considerable size was 
lodged between or above the vocal cords. 

As the changes which had taken place in the boy's symptoms 
during the last few days indicated that the foreign body was not 
likely to change its position within a few hours, I did not press 
the examination further, but directed the patient's mother to bring 
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him to my office the following^ morning; but, to avoid accident, I 
cautionecf her to send for me at once should any serious dyspnoea 
occur during the night. 

This was at five o'clock in the afternoon. Four hours later I 
was summoned, by telephone, to see the patient immediately at his 
lodgings. 

I found him in a small room so damp and chilly as to endanger 
the life even of a perfectly healthy child. There was no place for 
a fire, the ceiling: was wet from recent rains, and in some places the 
carpet was soaked with water. 

The child was laboring for breath, the soft parts falling in with 
each inspiration, and suffocation was certain to ensue within a short 
time unless relief could be obtained. I at once set about finding a 
better room, which was soon secured in a neighboring hotel. 

Doctors R. S. Hall and B. W. Griffin came to my assistance, and 
as the patient^s condition precluded the idea of further laryngscopic 
examination, no delay being permissible, we made immediate pre- 
parations to open the trachea. 

The body being fixed, there could be no objection to an anaes- 
thetic ; therefore chloroform was used, which is not, like ether, 
liable to explode in consequence of ignition from the lights. 

After dividing the skin with my scalpel, I attempted to reach 
the trachea by means of the galva no -cautery, hoping thus to avoid 
accidental hemorrhage, which might occur when operating in a 
poor light ; but the poor light, and my assistant's difficulty in con- 
trolling my battery, with which he was unfamiliar, rendered this 
part of the operation unsatisfactory. Meantime the patient stop- 
ped breathing. I then threw aside the galvano-cautery and speedily 
worked my way down to the trachea and opened it with the handle 
and blade of my scalpel. Artificial respiration was then instituted 
and continued a few minutes until natural respiration was estab- 
lished. 

I then introduced ray tracheal forceps, and having found the 
trachea clear, turned them upward, when I found the shell firmly 
embedded in the larynx just below the vocal cords. It was so 
firmly held that several times the forceps slipped off before I suc- 
ceeded in extracting it. The piece of shell was of triangular form, 
with sharp borders and angles. It measured three-fourths of an 
inch in its longest diameter, by half an inch across its base. The 
shape would allow of its passing through the glottis lengthwise, 
with its sides anteriorly and posteriorly, and while it remained in 
this position in the trachea it would not greatly obstruct the cali- 
bre of the tube ; but, soon as it became turned, very little space 
would be allowed for the passage of air. If it had been snort 
enough so that it could have turned horizontally across the trachea, 
it would very likely have caused fatal suffocation during some of 
the paroxysms of cough which occurred soon after the accident. 

From the history I concluded that the shell had at first fallen 
into the trachea, where it had remained three weeks, and that then 
it had been coughed up into the larynx, fortunately lodging edge- 
wise. The night before I saw the child he nearly suffocated, either 
from change in the position of the shell, or from spasm and swell- 
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ng of the larynx, induced by the irritation which it set up and his 
oad surroundings. 

After the operation, I introduced a tracheal tube and allowed 
it to remain three days, until the inflammation, of the larynx 
had subsided. 

Broncho-pneumonia supervened, the temperature rising four or 
five degrees, but by the end of the fifth day the untoward symp- 
toms began to disappear, and the child subsequently made a speedy 
recovery. In eight days after the operation the wound was closed 
so that no air escaped through it, and the patient left the city. I 
saw him about four weeks later. The wound had entirely healed 
and the voice perfect. 

A few weeks after treating this case I was asked by my friend, 
Dr. \V. S. Dorland, to see a child eighteen months old, who had 
drawn a bit of bone into the larynx the previous evening. 

A neighboring physician had been summoned when the acci- 
dent occurred, but as there was but little dyspnoea and there seemed 
no immediate danger. Dr. Dorland, who was the family physician, 
had not been called until the next morning. He found the child 
suflTering from a little dyspnosa, but no hoarseness, and yielding 
slight signs of obstruction in the air- passages. 

The Doctor told the friends he wished to bring me in to see the 
case, and we arranged to go at 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the 
same day, which was the earliest convenient hour. 

Just as we were starting we received a telephone message that 
the child was in a convulsion. We drove rapidly to the house, but 
did not arrive until the child had, to all appearance, been dead for 
half an hour ; hi deed, it had ceased to breathe before the messen- 
ger left the house to telephone to us. An examination showed 
that the heart had ceased to beat, and the appearance of the body 
precluded the idea of resuscitation. 

A post-mortem examination was made the next day, and the 
bone was found firmly fixed in the sub-glottic portion of the larynx, 
where it had caused considerable laceration and ulceration of the 
mucous membrane, showing that it must have been in that posi- 
tion for several hours. Upon examining the heart, Dr. Dorland 
found a firm, white, fibrinous clot, extending from the left ven- 
tricle through the aortic valves, and a few small, dark clots in the 
right side of the heart 

Each of ^these cases illufttrates the danger of delaying the opera- 
tion for the removal of foreign bodies from the air-passages. 

The autopsy in the latter case revealed one of the dangers from 
obstruction of the air-passages which has not been appreciated by 
the profession, viz : the formation of a heart-clot as a result of the 
obstructed respiration. This seems to me a matter of very great 
importance, particularly when the obstruction results from>pseudo- 
membranous deposits. 

Tracheotomy, when performed for the relief of patients suffer- 
ing from diphtheritic croup, is much more successful if done early ; 
different reasons have been assigned for this by those who favor 
and those who oppose the operation. 
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The former claim that when the operation is delayed the blood 
becomes so charged with carbonic acid that its elimination is of^en 
impossible after a free passage has been made, and that the depres- 
sion caused by the obstruction, favors the more rapid deposit of 
false membrane, so that only a small percentage can recover of 
those operated upon after suftocation becomes imminent. 

On the other hand, those who are not in favor of tracheotomy in 
this condition, claim that the greater percentage of favorable re- 
sults in those who are operated upon early is mainly due to the 
mildness of the attack, and they infer that most of the favorable 
cases would have recovered without the operation. 

Though there is much plausibility in the reasons assigned by 
both parties for the greater percentage of recoveries after early- 
operations, I believe that in many cases an early operation saves 
life by preventing the formation of a fatal heart-clot. 

This little child died in twenty-two hour? after the accident, and 
though she had previously been perfectly healthy, the autopsy re- 
vealed a Arm ante-mortem heart-clot. It must not be forgotten 
that this patient had experienced but comparatively little dyspnosa, 
excepting during three or four short paroxysms which occurred at 
irregular intervals after the accident. 

If a firm clot can be formed under such circumstances, how 
much more likely is it to be formed in patients suffering from the 
depressing effects of diphtheria when the obstruction of the larynx 
throws an increased burden on the already weakened heart ? 

In a case of diphtheritic croup upon which I recently pei formed 
tracheotomy for Dr. David Dodge, I examined the child's heart at 
half-past ten in the forenoon, and found it beating rhythmically, 
without abnormal sounds. 1 had seen the child an hour and a 
half previously, and had thought the operation advisable; but at this 
time the breathing was easier, so that we concluded to wait until 
the afternoon, hoping that improvement might take place. 

We met at 5 o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, and found 
the child so much worse that it seemed impossible for it to sur- 
vive more than twenty- four hours at most, unless the dyspnoea 
could be relieved. 

I then opened the trachea and inserted a tube. Shortly after the 
operation was completed I placed my ear over the base of the 
heart and discovered loud murmurs, which I feared came from a 
heart-clot ; but subsequently the sounds were so change^ that I 
concluded they came mostly from the pericardium. These sounds 
gradually became less distinct and finally disappeared about the 
fourth day, without other evidence of pericarditis; therefore, con- 
sidering the character of the murmur as first heard, I still suspect 
that there was also a clot, which finally softened and was absorbed. 
The child made a complete recovery in about two weeks. 

In cases of foreign bodies in the air-passages the rule should be 
to operate as soon as possible, if the inversion method does not 
succeed in removing them. 

In membranous croup, especially if of diphtheritic origin, the 
operation in order to be most successful must be done early, be- 
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fore the dyspnoea has become marked; but, even after there is 
jrreat obstruction, the operation should be recommended, excepting 
in the most malignant cases, for it will occasionally save desperate 
cases, and, even though it should fail to save the patient's life, it 
will save him much distress. — Ind, Prac, 



GALLSTONES SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH 
OLIVE OIL. 



Before relating these cases I deem it my duty to say that the 
treatment about to be mentioned is not original with myself, I 
got it from a medical journal, published, I believe, in Wisconsin. 
It is now some years past. 

If I remember correctly, the author of the article containing the 
treatment, excused himself for obtruding one more among the vast 
number of remedies for gallstone, with the plea that he had suf- 
fered from the affliction for several years, and had tried everything 
recommended by text-books and Journals without avail, and at 
last had been induced by a neighbor, a farmer, to try sweet oil. 
He did so, cured himself, and has since cured several other per- 
sons of the same painful trouble. 

Fortunately for myself, I have never been a sufferer from gall- 
stones, but I take the liberty of once more obtruding this homely, 
but effective remedy before the medical public. 

The treatment as recommended, is to give the patient, after the 
bowels have been evacuated by a light laxative or water-enema, a 
large dose of oleum olivae, g x — xij. 

After taking, the patient must remain perfectly quiet in bed, 
lying on the side with the pelvis slightly elevated for, say, three 
hours, or until the oil begins to act. 

In this way, I have treated five cases — all with the happiest re- 
sults. 

Case. — J. K., 46 years old, British seaman, entered the Touro 
Infirmary, suffering from intense icterus, but no fever. Consid- 
erable tenderness in right hypochondrium ; liver somewhat en- 
larged. Said that he left the hospital in Liverpool just before ship- 
ping for New Orleans, where he had gone with a similar attack 
of jaundice, which came on after a severe pain in his side and 
belly. 

Diagnosis — Gallstone. Patient placed on light diet. Bowels 
freely evacuated by castor-oil and turpentine. After that, ordered 
Carlsbad water treatment. All went nicely. The stools began to 
color, and the icterus to disappear. A week subsequently', at my 
evening visit, I found the man suffering from violent colic. His 
abdomen was swollen, and he vomited incessantly. Pulse quick 
and small; body bathed in perspiration. Ordered warm flax-seed 
poultice to patient's abdomen. Gave, hypodermically — 

Morph. sulph g^- i» 

Atropiae sulph gr. 1-48. 

Repeated the morphine in half an hour but without relief. Then 
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resorted to chloroform inhalations for some two hours, till the pain 
Bubsided, and sleep came on. 

Next morning, much prostration, intense icterus, white stools. 
Repeated the castor-oil and turpentine, and instead of Carlsbad 
water, ordered Durand's treatment — three parts of sulph. ether to 
two parts ol. terebinth — & teaspoon ful every morning. 

Things again went on nicely. The stools began to look natural: 
the skin to lose its yellow hue. In ten days, however, he had 
another attack, quite as violent as the first, and the same means 
had to be resorted to, to relieve pain. 

That evening, ^n looking over my journals, I came across the 
**8weet-oil treatment," and at once ordered the nurse to give the 
patient a full water injeition before my morning visit. 

At 9 o'clock a. m., gave him ol. olivse, 5 xii, and saw that the 
position recommended was observed. 

In two hours and a half his bowels began to move, and to my 
astonishment, such a number of stones was passed as to fill two 
ordinary strawberry baskets — nearly two pints — some as large as* 
walnuts. 

I ordered the nurse to clean and put them in a bottle, to be shown 
at our regular weekly medical meeting. But unfortunately, in his 
zeal to preserve them, he covered them with alcohol. In conse- 
quence they were almost totally dissolved 

After a lapse of a week, detecting slight tenderness and a little 
tumor in the right hypochondriac region, I repeated the oil, with 
the same result, only not so many stones were passed. 

Three weeks later the ' patient left the hospital apparently well^ 
but took care to provide himself with a bottle of sweet-oil. 

The four other cases were three females and one male — one be- 
ing a lady sixty-five years of age. Nothing besides the olive oil 
was usee! on these patients. All of them discharged large quanti- 
ties of stones, having suffered previously for many years. Since 
that time they have remained well. All four cases reside in the 
city, and I am able to keep them under observation. — F. Losbbr^ 
in JV. O, Med, Journal 

KOCH'S REPLY TO HIS CRITICS. 



In a recent communication to the Deutsche Medicine Wochen- 
sdhrift. Dr. Robert Koch has published an elaborate review of the 
varrous criticisms made against his experiments and conclusions 
regarding the tubercle bacillus. 

He premises by saying that investigators have somewhat lost 
sight of the chief point which he made, viz: that tuberculosis must 
be a parasitic infection because he caused it by inoculating the iso- 
lated parasites. He refers to the fact that in nearly all instances 
the bacilli have been found in phthisical patients and in no others. 
The few failures he attributes to lack of diligence in examination, 
the bacilli being sometimes few in number, or to want of skill in 
microscopic technique. 

He then takes up the various criticisms and answers them in 
detail. We observe that it is only among Americans and Ger- 
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mans that he finds persons who have ventured to oppose his 
views. 

Dr. Ephraim Cutter's opinion that Koch's discovery is not new, 
and that his bacilli are only &e "babies" of Salisbury s mycoderma 
aceti is stated without comment. 

Dr. Rollin R. Gregg "appears to have considered," says Koch, 
"that microscopical investigations would be superfluous for the 
establishment of his views." 

Schmidt is commended for his honest desire to find the bacillus, 
but is advised that it would have been better if he had had the 
patience to wait till he had obtained good colors and learned how 
to use them, before announcing fat-crystals us bacilli. 

Dr. Formad, of Philadelphia, is complimented as a more skillful 
microscopist. Still he has not, Koch thinks, yet learned to dis- 
tinguish the bacilli of tuberculosis. He is further accused of being 
a prejudiced observer, having certain preconceived views regard- 
ing the lymphatic system of scrofulous animals. Finally, Koch 
states that Dr. Formad cannot give authoritative evidence upon . 
the subject of tuberculosis until he has learned to find the bacilli 
with certainty, and until he has made himself familiar with the 
literature of tuberculous inoculations, especially of those of Cohn- 
heim and Salomonsen, Hansel!, Schuchardt, Baumgarten, and 
Damsch, and until he has become sufHcientiy expert in experi- 
mental technique not to let his animals inoculated with wood, glass, 
and metal, die of tuberculosis. 

Turning then to his German critics, Koch says : "If one thinks 
that German medicines cannot bring forth such blossoms of 
tubercle- bacilli literature as America, he is mistaken." 

Beneke, who discovered, as he thought, bacilli in the ethereal 
extracts of the blood of healthy men, really found, says Koch, fat- 
crystals, like Schmidt's. 

Cramer announced that by using Ehrlich's coloring method he 
had found bacilli in the stooLi of twenty healthy persons. Koch 
xites contrary results obtained by Gaff'ky, and states that Cramer's 
l)acilli were not identified with those of tuberculosis. 

Balogh found in the Berlin mud, after a rain, bacilli like those 
of tuberculosis. Koch, from examinations of his own, contradictR 
Balogh, and denies any value to the inoculation experiments made 
by that investigator. 

Schottelius produced anatomical tuberculosis in dogs by causing 
them to inhale masses of finely pulverized non- tuberculosis matter. 
Koch states that the anatomical appearance is not the criterion of 
what is tuberculous matter, and that Schottelius' experiments are 
completely contradicted by those of Bertheau and Wigart. Koch 
also argues against the view of Schottelius that bovine and human 
tuberculosis are not identical. 

Detweiler has tried to show that the bacilli of tuberculosis are 
accompaniments, not causes of phthisis, because their inoculation 
is always followed by acute miliary tuberculosis, not by the pul- 
monary phthisis seen' in man. Koch thinks he would change this 
view if he had a better knowledge of the pathology of tuber- 
culosis. 
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Koch finally reviews Spina's recently published criticism, which 
has excited much attention, because this critic alone had repeated 
Koch's cultivations and inoculations. 

Koch says that "Spina's microscopic technique is almost en- 
tirely different from that employed to-day in the study of bacteria." 
He speaks of Spina's "mistreatment of the bacilli with coloring 
methods," compares his work with that of Schmidt, and believes 
that all the new conclusions of Spina as regards staining are value- 
less. Spina's cultivation and inoculation experiments are also 
characterized as imperfect and ill-conducted, and as being but 
*'characatures" of Koch. 

Koch's reply shows how exacting and careful all experimenters 
must be in order to test fairly the problem he claims to nave solved. 
It shows also Koch*s great confidence in the fact that he alone so 
far has carefully, accurately, and impartially studied and settled 
the question. — N, T. Med. Record, 



Pneumonia. — Dr. Clarke, in the Chicago Medical Times, says of 
the treatment of pneumonia: "The entire affected section of the 
lung should be throughly rubbed with turpentine and lard, warm 
(any animal oil will do, but vegetable oils, as olive oil, are not so 
good,) every two or three hours, according to severity of symp- 
toms. Over this at once lay a poultice of corn meal mush, as warm 
and thick as can be borne, having a thin cloth or piece of mos- 
quito bar netting between the poultice and the skin; in place of 
the corn meal, flaxseed may be used. Should the turpentine prove 
too irritating, use more lard and less turpentine. On no account 
suffer the skin to be injured or made so tender that the application 
cannot be borne until convalescence comes on. This external ap- 
plication is the most important part of the treatment. If the tem- 
perature is high, frequent sponge bathing, with water, at an agree- 
able temperature, is beneficial, and better than salicylate of soda 
or anything else I have ever heard of. Internally, veratrum or 
aconite, according to indications, with nitrate of potash and ipecac 
as expectorants. Milk diet, with whiskey after two or three days, 
in case of prostration, completes the scheme. Complications must 
be met by appropriate means, and I mention pleuritic pains, which 
may often appear, as justifying an opiate of the form best tolerated 
by the patient. In all, very little medicine is needed. The ten- 
dency at the present time is to give too much medicine to these 
cases. I have already indicated that all I have found best or 
necessary in any ordinary case, and must repeat that, with good, 
fair nursing in this climate, the cases of uncomplicated fatal pneu- 
monia should be very rare. 

Chlorate of Potassium in fine powder has yielded excellent 
results when dusted on to the surface of ulcers and ulcerating 
epitheliomata. The surface should be cleansed and the powder 
dusted thickly on, and twice a day. It relieves pain and promotes 
healing by changing the character of the morbid processes. — 
Weekly Med. Review^ March 3d. 
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ABSTEACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Colic in Children.— The Medical Times and Gazette says: 
In a clinical lecture delivered by Hofrath Prof. Widerhofer, and 
reported in the AUg*. Med. Zeitung, No. 22, we find the following 
observations : 

By the term colic we understand an intestinal neurosis originating 
in irritation of a chemical or mechanical kind, of the sensory nerves 
of the mucous membrane of the intestinal canal. There may also 
occur purely nervous colic, wherein neither irritating ingesta nor 
a pathological state of the affair is present, excitement of the cen- 
tral organs being propagated to the nerves of the canal. In in- 
fants who are' at the breast it is indigestible milk, and especially 
when this is too rich in fatty matters, that causes the colic; and when 
children during the first six months are fed with amalaceous food, 
before a suflficiency of saliva is secreted, colic is also produced. 
This occurs, too, when indigestible matters are swallowed, such as 
sand, small pebbles, etc.; and we have good opportunities of ob- 
serving the operation of this cause in idiots, who often swallow 
such objects in great numbers. And here we have to meet the 
question, whether during the period of lactation the mental 
emotions of the nurse may not induce colic in the intant. It is be- 
yond doubt that frequent mental emotions may induce colic with 
convulsions, which may be explained by the changes that are in- 
duced in the secretion of the milk. In the group of colics induced 
by irritation caused by the contents of the canal, must be in- 
cluded that caused by constipation, by worms and by the pres- 
ence of foreign bodies. Of the morbid conditions of the mucous 
membrane which give rise to colic, enteritis folliculosa may be 
especially mentioned, and then scrofulous and catarrhal ulcers, the 
worst forms being observed in intussusception. Pure nervous 
colic appears in diseases of the spinal cord, and it may appear in 
hysterical form, which is not so very rare, and also as intermittent 
colic, with a regular rythm as intermittent fever. We may also 
include rnetallic colic, which certainly occurs far more frequent in 
children than it is diagnosed, as might be expected from the fre- 
quency with which toys are made of or contain lead. As regards 
dignosis, the purely windy colic produced by the collection of 
gases which distend the canal and irritate the sensory nerves, 
comes on with distention of uthe abdomen, ending with the expul- 
sion of flatus. These attacks are paroxysmal, and are fre- 
quently accompanied by clonic convulsions, which may Mast for 
some minutes, and even for an hour or more. After the cessation 
of the paroxysm the child is either itself again or may remain dull 
and feeble. In the intervals of the attacks there are no essential 
cerebral symptoms perceptible. The prognosis depends upon the 
nature of the cause, but it has been questioned whether a colic of 
itself may prove fatal. Through the long duration of the ac- 
companying convulsions, through the shock and the exhaustion 
of the nervous system, death may follow, and at the post-mortem 
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no anatomical cause of the fatal termination can be shown. Hys- 
terical attacks of the colic especially concern very excitable 
children, nervous girls, and are characterized by violent pains, a 
drawn- in abdomen, slight convulsions, and obstinate constipation. 
In the treatment of colic, we must first endeavor to remove the^ 
cause. In suckling infants, colic is especially apt to occur when 
the nurse^s milk exhibits a large proportion of fat, and in such a 
case the nurse should be changed. In flatulent colic, oleum cham- 
omilJB or foeniculi may be given, with a drop of tincture of opium, 
as oleo-saccharate. In metallic and in hysterical colic, belladonna^ 
is the best means ; and intermittent colic should be treated by 
quinine — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 

Treatment of Spermatorrhoea. — Obstinate cases of sperma- 
torrhoBa and frequent nocturnal emissions constantly come under 
the care of the practitioner. Too frequently the medical man con- 
sulted simply tells the patient that if he breaks off the pernicious, 
habit of masturbation, which has probably originated his malady^ 
he will quickly recover. But in fact, in most cases, the habit has- 
already been abandoned before he came to seek advice; and these- 
cases do not get well for months or even years afterward, unless, 
proper measures be taken. Knowing that he has left off this bad 
habit, and that he nevertheless does not improve, his complaint 
being made light of by the regular practitioner, and being greatly 
depressed in mind, he seeks the advice of the quack, who is al- 
ways ready to benefit by these cases. I will give an outline of the 
treatment I have followed, and which I have found most success- 
ful in several such cases. The treatment .should be, ( i ) Morale 
(2) Hygienic, (3) Medicinal. 

i. Moral. — (a) The pernicious habit of masturbation, which has 
probably been the origin of the complaint, must at once be discon*^ 
tinued, or no good can result from any treatment {h) The 
thoughts should be directed from himself by his having regular 
work and exercise, (c) The anxiety of mind which ensues should 
be allayed as much as possible and a happy state of mind in- 
stituted. 

2. Hygienic — (a) The patient should have regular but not ex- 
cessive mental employment, and bodily exercise in the form or 
walking, riding, or out-door sports and games, (h) Cold spong- 
ing of tlie genitals night and morning for some minutes, or as 
long as can comfortably be borne, is a most important agent irit 
givmg tone to the relaxed organs, (c) The patient should have 
a hard mattress, and as little and light clothing as possible at night, 
• Care should be taken not to lie on the back, which may be pi evented 
by wearing a knotted towel over the spine, or by some other 
device, {d) No quantity of liquid should betaken before retiring- 
to rest, and the bladder should be emptied the last thing. 

S. Medicinal — A mixture containing tincture of perchloride of 
iron and tincture ot nux vomica should be given twice or three 
times a day; also a pill containing a fourth or a third of a grain oP 
extract of belladonna with three grains of camphor should be given 
at first every night, and then every other night, immediately be- 
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fore going to bed. If these lines of treatment be adhered to, the 
patient, whether suffering from real spcrmatorrhaB or simply from 
frequently returning nocturnal emissions, will steadily improve, 
and the emissions will occur less and less frequently, till, in the 
-course of a few weeks, or possibly months — for a malady of long 
standing (as this usually is) is never cured immediately — they will 
cease altogether, or only occur at such intervals as may be deemed 
normaL and in which there is no harm whatever. — Boston Medical 
Journal, 

Poisoning by Carbolic; Acid. — Ruge (Berlin. Klin. Woch., 
Oct 30, 1882, and Lond. Med. Rec, March 15, 1883), relates the 
-case of a woman, aet 59, who took by mistake for a dose of medi- 
cine a tablespoonful of concentrated solution of carbolic acid 
(95 P- c-)* '^^^ whole, quantity was swallowed. The instanta- 
neous effect was a fearfully intense sensation of burning in the 
mouth and throat. The face became pale, the hands and feet cold 
4ind pulse scarcely perceptible. Vomiting did not ensue, so that 
the whole dose was retained. Fortunately antidotes were imme- 
•diately procured. First the patient drank freely of milk, and then 
-of a mixture of milk, the white of an Q^'g and carbonate of mag 
nesia. After taking these, vomiting occurred. The white of the 
^gg was returned in lumps like hard-boiled ^%g and the vomited 
matters had no smell of carbolic acid. The above treatment was 
continued for several days. It is remarkable that no special signs 
of the poisoning supervened. The urine voided was dark but free 
€rom albumen and soon became normal. No fever ensued. The 
interior of the mouth was corroded and very painful, the pain 
-extending far down the oesophagus. The epigastrium was not 
tender to pressure. The mucous membrane of the mouth and 
tongue came away in shreds and large quantities of mucus origi- 
nating doubtless in the oesophagus, were rejected by vomiting. 
The severe pain in swallowing continued six days, the patient be- 
ing able to take only pultaceous food. Dysphagia slowlv dimin- 
ished, but had not enirely disappeared September 27, (the acid 
was swallowed August 23), solid food requiring a greater effort 
of digestion. In all other respects the pdtient was perfectly re- 
stored to health. — Maryland Med, yournal. 

An Insect that Secretes Prussic Acid. — It has often been 
noticed by gardeners and others chat some kinds ot centipedes 
when caught, or otherwise irritated, emit an odor of prussic acid. 
€. Geldensteeden has shown that the insects do absolutely contain 
prussic acid, and that the acid is contained in glands in the skin, 
which lie symmetrically on both sides of thecreature. The glands ♦ 
are situated in the adepose tissues, are of an eliptical shape, and 
about 5 mm. long. 

M. Dumas recommends water saturated with alum for use in 
extinguishing fires, and the French Minister of the interior has 
recommended that firemen should be supplied with facilities for 
using alum. 
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Dyspepsia. — Dr. Blackwood, in Medical Times, recommend » 
the following "shot-gun" prescription in dyspepsia from hepatic 
derangement : 

ft Cinchonidiae sulphatis 

Euonymin 

Irisin 

Leptandrin 

Juglandin, aa 

Fodoph yllin 

Ext. belladonnae 

Ext. nucis vomicae 

Ext. hyoscyami, gr. x. 

M. In pill, No. 60 div. Sig. One or two at bed-time. 

Many stubborn cases of dyspepsia, that ran the gauntlet una- 
vailingly of all sorts ot peptonoids, has given way to this, and it 
is an admirable cholagogue on general principles. In scrofulous 
subjects, with deficient nutrition, I have had much benefit fron> 
.minute doses of mercuric bichloride (the one-hundredth of a grain)' 
in tinct. calumbae comp, the dose being a drachm of the latter 
three times a day. Within a few weeks a most interesting case, 
treated by several physicians for organic cardiac lesion, has recov- 
ered under the remedies just alluded to. The palpitation, the sup- 
posed dilatation with compensating hypertrophy according to 
canonical dicta, has subsided; the patient can lie down, and sleep 
too, when incumbent; he has no night tremor or dread; he can eat, 
drink, and be merry now; whereas, before he was morose, taci- 
turn, and a family nuisance; in short, he has dropped a minor dys- 
pepsia, and with it a prognosed incurable heart-trouble. Dys- 
pepsia, like charity, covers a multitude of troubles and sins, and a 
good deal of the '^malaria" so fashionable with the fraternity, and 
with the laity also, is one or another form of indigestion. 

Typhoid Fever. — A writer in Brief, relies upon turpentine it* 
the treatment of typhoid fever as follows : 

ft Sugar 2 drachms, 

Gum arabic 2 drachms, 

01. turpentine 2 drachms. 

Mix and thoroughly triturate in a mortar, and during the pro- 
cess slowly add four ounces of cinnamon water. Sig. One t;ea- 
spoonful every four hours. 

We allow the patient a bountiful supply of good, cold butter- 
milk, religiously Avoiding those most innocent articles, beef-tea 
and chicken-water, while true as steel to all the laws of hygiene. 
If cordials are indicated, egg-nog, with the egg always left out. 
The dos^ is for an adult, to be graduated to the ages of children. 

As soon as we ascertain a fever submitted to our care to be 
typhoid, we immediately resort to this medicine. If the patient 
has diarrhoea, we look for the number of discharges to diminish 
every day till it ceases — opium for the loose bowels always pro- 
duces head symptoms of a most unpleasant character. 
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Electric Light In Surgery. — Mention was long since noade in 
our columns of some curious experiments that have been made in 
Europe in lightmg up internal cavities of the body by means of 
electricity, with a view to enable the phyoician better to "see into" 
iiie case. This method of exploration seems likely to become no 
novelty in surgery. Apparatus is now being made in Vienna for 
illumnating the throat, nasal passages, bladder, and other portions 
of the inner man. "Let daylight shine through" a person is an 
old idea, but the rendering the body transparent and making plain 
hidden recesses is a different thing. 

Dr. Thomas Oliver, in an English medical journal, refers as fol- 
lows to his own experience with this application of electricity: — 

Having at the present time a patient in the infirmary who is 
sufiering from hydatid disease of the liver, on whom the operation 
of abdominal section with incision of the liver had been per- 
formed, giving exit to about seven pints and a half of pus — I took 
advantage of the opportunity, and succeeded in lighting up the 
interior of the cyst by means of .the electric light. For this pur- 
pose Mr. Payne devised and constructed a brass tube, electro- 
plated, nine and a half inches length, and eleven-sixteenths of an 
inch diameter externally. One end of this tube was funnel- 
shaped, and the other was closed by a piece of glass ; down this 
tube was inserted a narrow cylinder, which carried a Swan's 
lamp and the electric wires. This tube, with its glazed extremity, 
was smeared with carbolized oil, although, in future, I shall use 
carbolized glycerine for the window of the tube, and, with gentle 
pressure, I succeeded in passing through the abdominal incision 
into the liver. The lamp was at once lit, and I had the pleasure of 
observing a greyish-red condition of the wall of the cyst, studded 
across which were numerous yellow white spots, evidently pus ; 
a slight oozing or sweating, was also noticed on the wall of the 
cavit\. The illumination of the interior of the liver by means of 
the electric light was in every way satisfactory and successful ; 
and although it is of little aid in the treatment of the case in 
question, it has shown us that the lighting up of internal cavi- 
tives is now not only a possibility, but a matter of comparative 
ease. With the extremely small size of Small's lamp required Ht 
is not much larger than an ordinary bean) which gives a lignt 
equivalent to that from candlers, and with the improved instru- 
ment which Mr. Payne is devisine, I see how the electric light 
might become useful in operations for vesico-vaginal, or recto- 
vaginal fistula, and in certain diseases of the bladder. 

Treatment of Placenta Pvaevia. — Dr. Hofmeir, assistant 
physician at the University Gynaecological Department of the 
University of Klinkik, met with forty-six cases of placenta 
prsevia in a litile over one year. His experience has le i him to re- 
ject the expectant plan of treatment, and we -will not withold 
our congratulations on his arriving at such a happy decision. 
Thirty-seven out of forty-six cases were treated actively from the 
moment operative treatment was practicable. He did not wait 
t'.lLthe.cervix was dilated. The manual method of turning was 
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employed thirty times ; in three of the cases a foot was already 
down ; three times internal version was performed ; and in one 
forceps were used. It was observed in every case that the hem- 
orrhage ceased whenever traction was employed on the foetus. 
He considers that the principle of earliest possible intervention 
should not be departed from, even when the cervix is contracted 
and the external os tolerably small. In these cases the finger should 
be thrust through regardless of placenta, and a foot drawn down. 
When the placenta is centrally situated, or whenever the hem- 
orrage is copious, the danger to the mother is so great that danger 
to the child should not be brought in comparison with it. When 
once a foot is down, however, there is no longer any need for 
haste. On the contrary, too much speed may now bring about 
the very danger it has been the attendant's object to escape from. 
Thus, rapid delivery now — too rapid delivery — might and would, 
cause laceration of the cervix ; and this, in the bruised and 
wounded condition of the part, would undoubtedly be the cause 
of serious, harassing, and perhaps fatal hemorrhage. For these 
reasons, then, extraction, after a foot is once down, should be slow. 
Hofmeir is in the habit of injecting subcutaneously 0.4 gramm. of 
ergotine, and after a delivery syringing out the uterus with a 5 p^r 
c^nt. crrbDlic s lution. The results obtained were just whit 
might be expected when early and rational treatment is adopted. 
One death only occurred in the thirty-seven cases treated in the 
above manner, and in the fatal case death took place on the sev- 
enteenth day from pneumonia phlebitis ; she had, moreover, been 
treated by tampons for twenty-four hours before labor. These re- 
sults compare well with those usually met with in placenta praevia 
— viz, a mortality of from 30 to 40 per cent. Of the thirty -seven 
chilitren, seventeen were premature children, and three died in 
consequence of the perforation of the placenta. Perhaps Dr. Hof- 
meir is hardly fair to himself The danger to the child from de- 
privation of oxygen is in placenta praevia so great thnt it is more 
than probable that a larger proportion of infants would have died 
had any other method of treatment been followed out. — Med, Press, 

A Needle Five Years in the Body. — Case I. Mrs. W. in 
1830 swallowed a large needle with a broken point. Considera- 
ble irritation occurred, the needle apparently lodging, and at- 
tempts to remove or force it down caused some vomiting of blood, 
and for two weeks afterward she brought up blood from the 
thioat. About twenty years later she was seized suddenly while 
stooping with intense lancinating pain m the left hip joint, which 
made movement agonizing, and confined her to bed several 
weeks. Recurrence of this pain took place twice, at intervals of 
one and two years, in each instance the attack coming on sud- 
denly while using the limb^always in the left hip. In 1874 she 
was instantly and violently attacked in the left shoulder and arm 
with an exquisite pain, worse even than the worst rheumatism. 
This was attended by more or less. swelling, and was considered 
rheumatic, but resisted all treatment It lasted several months,Jand 
disappeared of itself, and for nearly two years she experienced no 
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trouble. But in 1876 she was again similarly attacked, this time 
with a severe stinging pain with redness and swelling in the pos- 
terior aspect of the left arm, three inches above the elbow joint. 
All remedies failed to effect relief, when in applying a liniment, 
something wounded her hand, and on looking for the offending 
object a blunt needle-point was discovered, but so firmly held in 
its location that an incision was required, and considerable force 
was necessary to extract it with forceps. • The needle was black- 
ened, and had lost its smoothness. Careful examination showed 
the needle to be one of an ancient pattern which had long since 
ceased to be manufactured. Since removing the needle the lady en- 
joys perfect immunity from pain and is now a woman of eighty, 
with the physical and mental vigor of one of forty years of age. — 
Southern Medical News. 

A Ne\(r Treatment of Dysentery. — Dr. F. Rawle recom- 
mends the following treatment in the British Medical Journal, 
January 27, 1883: 

First, having placed the patient between warm blankets. I pro- 
ceed to inject a pint and a half of warm water, at a temperature ot 
90** Fahr. This is seldom retained longer than a few minutes, but 
IS pronounced very grateful to the patient. When the water has 
soothed the mucous membrane of the colon and rectum, and 
brought away any effete matter, I then proceed to administer a 
small injection of two ounces, by measure, with a gum-elastic 
bottle. The form I administer is the following: 

B Quinise disulphat Ri*- x> 

Tinct. camphors comp 3 iv, 

Decoctum amyli ad 3 ij. 

M., and when about milk-warm inject. 

It is generally retained, but if ejected, it may be repeated after 
an hour or two. This I found of great service, and very grateful 
to the patient. I do not stop t-.» inquire how it acts, but the effect 
is like magic. If griping pains be felt over the region ot the epi- 
gastrium, I administer half-drachin doses of chlorodyne, in some 
aromatic water, mint, caraway, or aniseed. The diet, of course, 
should be of the most soothing kind; jellies, isinglass, linseed, 
toast and barley-water, ad libitum. Ipecacuanha I have found of 
little service, and have discarded it from my treatment. If any of 
my medical brethren will try these measures, he will not often be 
disappointed. I have usee! with advantage warm turpentine 
stupes on warm flannels, over the hypogastrium. — Med, and Surg, 
Reporter, 

A Prognostic Sign of Pneumonia. — Dr. J. B. Sullivan, of 
Stanton, Michigan, contributes the following : 

I have had considerable experience in the treatment of pneu- 
monia, and have realized, as every practitioner must, that it is a 
formidable disease. I think I have detected a symptom which, 
when discovered, indicates an unfavorable prognosis, and the ab- 
sence of which justifies a promise of recovery. I have relied on 
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it for twenty years. In a case of typical pneumonia we have five- 
stages, viz : engorgement, red hepatization, gray hepatization, sup- 
puration and resolution. Dr. Stokes describes a stage of arterial 
injection, before engorgement, but 1 am content with regarding^ 
this as the first stage. Engorgement is congestion of the pulmo> 
nary vessels. During red hepatization the lung has a dull reddish- 
brown tint, and in this stage the sputa will reveal a breaking down 
of the lung substance, if such destruction is taking place. The 
pleura almost invariabljf participates in the inflammatory changes* 
when the superficial portion of the parenchyma is affected. When* 
red hepatization has existed for some days (as it usually does) the- 
color becomes paler and whiter. Gray hepatization succeeds the* 
red and its occurrence may be detected by the color of the sputa. 
It is at the onset of this stage that we have our sign. If the stage- 
of red hepatization, as indicated in the characteristic reddish sputa^ 
do not continue for at least thirty hours, the patient will die. This- 
has been my experience. Practical physicians make a note of it^ 
and report your observations in the Age. — Med, Age, 

Quinine in WhoopiDg-Cough. — Dr. Parker, in Medical andi 
Surgical Reporter, says of the quinine treatment: 

I give a teaspoonful of a solution ot sulphate of quinine four, 
six, eight, or even ten grains to the ounce, oft repeated. This^ 
remedy does not disappoint in many cases in con'trolling the dis- 
ease, and if properly used, and with perseverance, in actually cur- 
ing it, or at least, shortening its course very decidedly. It seems- 
to act as a destroyer of the fungi. It also ilauseates and loosens- 
the mucus in which they exist, and has also the valuable proper- 
ties of a tonic. Unlike many of the other remedies which are so 
unsuccessfully exhibited in the disease, it has absolutely no injuri ■ 
ous effects. The little patients begin to improve very shortly after- 
the first two or three doses. I am fully convinced that a trial 
should always be made of the solution of sulphate of quinine ii% 
the strength and in the doses indicated, according to the age oP 
the patient and the severity of the case; and after a few faithful 
experiments in this direction, no one will be able to say with trutl^ 
that "the course of the disease could not be controlled by treat- 
ment." 

Hypertrophy of Tonsils — Interstitial Injections. — Profes> 
sor Moresco, of Cadiz, read a paper before the Congress of Seville- 
(Revista de Med. y Cirurgia pratica) in which he recommended 
the treatment of hypertrophy of the tonsils by interstitial injec- 
tions of acetic acid: he reports two cases perfectly cured by this, 
method. He gave the following as the advantages of his methodic 

1. Its facility of performance. 

2. The impossibility of causing any serious results. 

3. The gland preserves its functions. 

4. It requires no interference with the patient's occupation, 

5. It is absolutely painless. — Rev, Mems, de LaryngoLy cP OtotL 
et de RhinoL — Med. News, 
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Bi Carb Soda for Burns.^-The application, a writer in Pop- 
ular Science Monthly says:. "All that is necessary is to cut a piece 
of lint or old soft rag, or even thick blotting paper, of a size to 
cover the burned or scalded parts, and to keep it constantly well 
wetted with the Kodiac lotion as to prevent its "drying. By this 
means it usually happens that all pain ceases in from a quarter to 
half an hour, or even in much less time. When the mam part of 
a limb, such as the hand and torearm or the foot and leg, has been 
burned, it is best, when practicable, to plunge the part at once 
into a jug or pail, or other convenient vessel filled with soda lotion, 
and keep it there until the pain subsides; or the limb may be 
swathed or encirled with a surgeon's cotton bandage previously 
soaked in the saturated solution, and kept constantly wetted with 
it, the relief being usually immediate, provided the solution be sat- 
urated and cold. What is now usually sold as bicarbonate of soda 
is what I have commonly used and recommeded, although this is 
well known to vary much in quality, according to where it is man- 
ufactured — but it will be found to answer the purpose, although, 
probably, Howard's is most to be depended on, the carbonate be- 
ing too caustic. It is believed that a large proportion of medical 
practitioners are still unaware of the remarkable qualities of this 
easily applied remedy, which recommends itself for obvious rea- 
sons." 

Greasing with Pat Bacon for Scarlatina. — Silas Hubbard' 
M. D., in Peoria Medical Monthly, writes : 

In the March number of this journal Dr. J. M. Hole gives his 
successful experience of treating scarlet fever with inunction of 
hog lard. I would say that for more than thirty- five years I have 
treated many cases of scarlatina in part by frequently greasing the 
patient with fat bacon with satisfactory results. 

Dr. Merrill contended that the good effect of lard inunction was 
that the fever spent itself upon the lard instead of the fat of the 
patient. I supposed that the good eflTects of the grease was either ' 
by killing the scarlatina bacteria or furnishing them food until 
they died a natural death. 

So far as I know my brain originated the supposition that scar- 
latina is an attack of millions of parasites on the human subject, 
and to fight them I greased the patient, and recently have in a 
number of ca« es given frequent small doses of sulphur morning 
and evening to the well in the family aflflicted with the disease, as 
a prophylactic. The patients recovered speedily, and the well did 
not take the disease, or had it lightly. 

Mi4.eral Acids in Summer Diarrhcea.— ^The mineral acids 
are very efificient in sporadic cholera and summer diarrhoea. The 
indications for their use are the profuse and watery character of 
the discharges, which are alkaline or neutral in reaction, due to 
outward osmosis from the serum of the blood, and the best of the 
acids is sulphuric acid given with opium. Hope's camphor mix- 
ture is also frequently used, especially in the pulmonary diarrhoea, 
with benefit. — Bartholow, — Col, and Clin. Record. 
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Dr. Cattaneo's Treatment of Hydrocele.— From the Jour, 
de Med. de Paris, we note the following treatment recommended 
by Dr. C: 

1. Puncture of the hydrocele with a capillary trocar of an aspi- 
rator, and evacuation of the fluid. 

2. Injection of a solution of hydrate of chloral in quantity pro- 
portionate to the volume of the hydrocele and age of the patient; 
one to two grams of chloral for children, four grams for adults, 
and occasionally more in old men. The solution is made by dis- 
solving equal parts of chloral in cold distilled water. 

3. Cold applications to overcome the pain produced by the in- 
jection. 

4. The injection is repeated if the absorption occurs too 
slowly. 

The patients are kept in bed, and wear a suspensory bandage 
for some time after the termination of treatment. Dr. Lampagnani 
says that the effusion has not returned in any one of the seventeen 
cases operated upon by this method. — Med. and Surg, Rep, 

Perchloride of Iron in Skin Diseases. — In the Rev. Clin, 
di Bologna. Dr. Carsarini thus sums up his experience : 

1. Perchloride of iron is a most efficacious remedy in purpura 
hemorrhagica. 

2. In the chloro-anaDmia accompanying certain skin diseases — 
as rupia, eczema, impetigo, etc. 

3. Its external use is very favorable in scrofulous and syphilitic 
ulc«rs. 

4. Squamous affections are markedly modified by applications 
of a liniment of perchloride of iron. 

5. It may be used as a lotion, dissolved in two or three parts of 
water, or as an ointment — one. two, or three grains of perchloride 
of iron to thirty grains of vaseline [cosmoline] or lard. The au- 
thor has used it in psoriasis, in the form of a pomade — ten grains 
of iron, thirty grains of lard or glycerine. — Afed. and Surg-, Rep. 

Chromic acid is the latest application commended as marvel- 
onsly efficacious in syphilitic sores. We believe little in the specific 
propcrt es of local applications save when they act.by absorption 
or as ])iirasticidcs. What is well locally for syphilitic sores is good 
for other sores. Sometimes anodynes, sometimes stimulants, 
sometimes astringents, sometimes protectives, rarely escharotics. 
and never soap and water, are useful in healing sores. In a diph- 
theretic sore throat we have seen remarkable results from chromic 
acid applied to the diptheroid membrane, and should an opportu- 
nity offer we should try this acid on dipththeritic membrane in a 
solution of ten to sixty grains. For condylomata and other warty 
growths, chromic acid is excellent above all other remedies that 
we have tried. Salicylic acid in corns and hard warts is highly 
recommended. 

Quinine Nausea. — Kaulich says that a few drops of tincture 
belladonnae given before the ingestion of quininae sulph. will surely 
prevent vomiting. — Lyon Med. — Can, your. Med, Sc 
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Belladonia in the Treatment of Hernia. — Dr W. S. Batten, 
in British Medical Journal, says that in a case of Hernia in an old 
gentleman he was given ha?f-dram doses of tincture of belladonna 
every half hour. In three hours the pupils were largely dilated ; 
there was marked dryness of the throat, and the hernia was re- 
turned without difficulty. On a subsequent occasion, where the 
same condition existed in a slight degree in the same patient, three 
doses of the tincture of balladonmi at half-hour intervals made it 
possible to reduce the hernia with facility. 

The second case was that of a pale, pasty youth, aged nineteen, 
who had been ruptured from childhood. When lifting a heavy 
load the hernia came down by the side of the truss and could not 
be replaced. Taxis was attempted after the patient had been fully 
relaxed by being placed in a hot bath, and when under the influ- 
ence of chloroform. Twenty minim doses of the tincture of bel- 
ladonna, repeated every hour for four hours, made possible the 
reduction 01 the hernia. 

Special Indication for the Administration of Salicydate 
of Soda in Typhoid Fever. — ^The London Med. Record, Febru- 
ary 15, 1883, says that Bareggi ( Gazz, delgi Ospitallt) Dec. 1883), 
having noticed in all cases acute articular rheumatism treated by 
him with salicylate of soda, that obstinate constipation occurred 
after two or three days' treatment, determined to utilize this action 
of the salicjlate, in typhoid fever with profuse diarrhoea. He found 
it to answer admirably; the diarrhoce ceased after two or three 
days, and the disease ran a favorable course. The salicylate mav 
be given in larger doses than in rheumatism, without any bad 
effects on the digestive or nervous system. — Quarterly Compen- 
dium. 

M. Pasteur has written from Vaucluse, where he now is, to 
the Medical Academy at Paris, to say that he has found the cause 
of the disease in pigs, which in the valley of the Rhone alone 
killed 20,000 animals lately. The disease is caused by a very 
minute microbe resembling that which causes cholera in fowls, 
but differs in physiological properties, being quite harmless to 
these latter animals, although it kills rabbits and pigs, particularly 
white ones. M. Pasteur succeeded in innoculating pigs with 
microbes obtained by artificial means, and thus preventing their 
ever having this disease. — Medical Press, 

Poivdered Capsicum as a remedy in sub-acute and chronic 
rheumatism has been recommended by Mr. A. Drummond Mc- 
Donald in the ** British Medical Journal." Two drachms to the 
ounce of lard, to which one ot the essential oils may be added to 
make it more elegant, is the proportion mentioned. It is thor- 
oughly rubbed over the affected part by a gloved hand for ten 
minutes at a time, night and morning, or at bed time only, accord* 
ing to the effect produced. Dry heat applied afterwards inten- 
sifies its effect, which lasts for sometime. — Weekly Med. Review^ 
March 3, 1883. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



Time by Telegraph. — A company was incorporated at Al- 
bany recently for the manufacture, use, lease and sale of instru- 
ments for the indication of time by telegraph. The idea upon 
which the company is based is a good one. This company pur- 
poses to place central clocks in different parts of the city, which 
will be carefully regulated and frequently compared with some 
standard time-piece. Synchronized dial-plates connected with 
these clocks will be furnished to whoever desires them at a regular 
tariff. Several of these synchronized dial-plates are now in use in 
the city. There is one in Cooper Union, and two have recently 
been placed in a Broadway window of the Western Union Tele- 
graph office, one indicatmg New York time and the other Chica- 
go time. These latter are connected with the large clock in the 
office of James Hamblet, superintendent of the time telegraph 
department on the fourth floor of the building. The minute hand 
on these clock* springs forward one space on the first second of 
each minute. Thirty miles of wire, running into one hundred 
offices in New York, Brooklyn and the neighborhood, is con- 
nected with Mr. Hamblet's clock. A bell is struck in each office 
on every quarter hour, by which time-pieces may be regulated. 
Important Enterprises in time telegraphy arc on foot, and will 
shortly be made Y>y^h\\c.-r-Mechanic€il News. 

Iron Shot. — There have been man}' experiments made to pro- 
duce a good merchantable article of iron shot, and, according to* a 
report coming from Iowa, the efforts in this direction are about to 
be of some avail. An exchange savs that a company has been 
formed in that State for the manufacture of sporting shot from 
that material, and that the trials that have been made have proved 
them equal to the shot made from lead. No tower is said to be re- 
quired, as the shot is made by the new process with less tlian 
three feet drop. — Ibid. 

Melting Steel.— Jacob Reese, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, puts 
forth some remarkable claims i^ regard to an alleged new discov- 
ery in metallurgy. He says he is able to melt instantly a bar of 
cast-steel one inch in diameter — which cannot be fused in less than 
fiv« minutes in the highest furnace heat attainable — simply by 
throwing against it a column of air having a velocity of 25,000 
feet per minute. — Ibid. 

A Non-Conductor of electricity has yet to be found, f Dr all 
substances hitherto discovered are conductors of the force under 
certain known conditions; but those which offer a great resistance 
to it, serve the purpose of non-conductors in practice, although 
they may be all classed as good or bad conductors. The best con- 
ductor known at present is silver, the worst conductor is solid 
paraffi n e. — Ibid, 
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An Instantaneous Light. — Such in a word is the unique appa- 
ratus on exhibition at the rooms of the Portable Electric Light Co., 
22 Water Street, Boston. It occupies the space of only five square 
inches and weighs but five pounds, and can be carried with ease. 
The light, or. more properly lighter, requires no extra power, wires 
or connections, and is so constructed that any part can be replaced 
at small cost. The chemicals are placed in a glass retort ; a carbon 
and zinc apparatus, with a spiral platinum attachment, is then ad- 
justed so as to form a battery, and the light is ready. The pres- 
sure on a little knob produces nn electric current by which the 
^spiral of platinum is heated to incandescence. The Portable Elec- 
tric Light Company was recently incorporated, with a capital of 
$100,000 under the laws of Massachusetts. The usefulness of the 
appartus and the low price ($5) will no doubt result in its general 
4idoption. Some of the prominent business men of the State are 
indentified with this enterprise. In addition to its use as a lighter, 
the apparatus can also be used in connection with a burglar alarm 
and galvanic battery. — Bos/on Transcript, Dec 30. 

Among the various uses to which electricity may be put there 
is one of a very practical nature, which promises to effect a great 
saving of property and life. It consists of an arrangement for 

;the immenidate stoppage of a steam engire by merely pressing a 
button similar to those by which electric bells or fire alarms are 
sounded. This button may be placed at any distance from the 

-engine upon which it acts ; and Mr. Tate, the inventor, proposes 
that a number of such buttons should be dispersed throughout the 
factory or elsewhere where the appaiatus is in use. In factories 

.accidents occur almost daily through the impossibility of stopping 
machinery on the instant. Such accident will readily be avoided 
by this method of instantaneously stopping the engine from any 
part of the building in which it works. The principle of the con- 
trivance depends on the action of an electro-magnet upon the stop 
valve of the engine. — Christian Advocate, 

It is well known that minute metallic particles are often col- 
lected in places remote from terrestrial sources of dust. Recent 
investigation shows that many of these particles must have under- 
gone combusion, which evidently proves that they have Come from 
the smoke of factories, trom volcanic fires, or that they had a 
meteoric origin. It is found by chemical analysis that in addition 
to iron they contain nickle and cobalt, and neither of these two 
substances have ever been known to exist in similar particles form 
factory smoke or from volcanic dust The evidence is therefore 
-on the side of many who have maintained that the so-called me- 
teoric dust realy conies to us from space. 

The Pictorial World, published in London, England, has or- 
-dered a balloon which is to be provided with experienced aeronauts, 
who will make atmospheric voyages, take balloon photographs, 
-aind report the results in the journal, with illustrations. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULiE. 



Cardiac Neurasthenia. — In, some cases of exhaustion front 
continuous overwork, the symptoms centre chiefly about the heart. 
The symptoms are feeble cardiac action, giddiness, weakness, in- 
termittent heat. Palpitations, dyspnoea, and even s3'ncope, may be 
present. A physician who suffered in this way for some time, 
writes to the British Medical Journal that he was relieved entirely 
by the following prescription : 

R Quinin. sulph grs. xxiv^ 

Mist camph, ad 3 vj. 

Acid hydrobromic, dil., 3 iij» 

Tinct. digital 3 ss, 

Liq. aurant 3 j, 

Tinct. nuc. vom 5 ij. 

M. Sig., 3 ss three times a day — Med, Record^ yan, £0. 

Medication in Uterine Affections. — Dr. J. Warren, Boston^ 
recommends the following internal medication for relieving the 
engorged state of acute metritis : 

R Chloral hydrat 3 iii, 

Chloral croton gr. xxx,. 

Liq. opii. comp 3 vi, 

Glyctrrinae 3 "> 

Syr. tolu 3 *• 

M. Teaspooniul everv hour until ease from pain and sleep is 
produced. — Kansas Afed. Index, 

Dysentery. — ^The following is recommended as an excellent 
prescription for dysentery, particularly in children : 

Bi Mono-bromated camphor grs. xii, 

Sugar of milk 3 ij, 

Muriate morphine grs. ii, 

Pulv. ipecac grs. vi. 

M. Triturate thoroughly and divide into 24 powders. Give one 
to an adult every three hours, the bowels having first been evacu- 
ated with a dose of epsom Kalts. 

To children reduce the dose according to age. If there be fever 
use the following — 

B Tine, aconite 10 drops. 

Tine, gelseminum 30 drops, 

Water 6 ounces. 

Give a teaspoonful every hour until the fever abates. W.. 
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Dysentery. — If used early in the disease, the following will 
often cut short an attack of acute dysentery — 

R Epsom salts 2 drachms, 

Water. . . * 6 ounces, 

Tinct aconite 10 drops, 

Muriate morphine i grain. 

M. A tablespoonful every two hours until the character of the 
discharges change, then continue in reduced doses from 24 to 48 
hours, after which the bowels may be checked with burnt toddy 
and paregoric or other opiate. Sometimes the distress is greatly 
aggravated and prolonged bv a high degree of inflammatory sensi- 
bility in the rectum, in which case wash out the bowel with a free 
injection ot tepid water, which follow with an anodyne enema of 
starch-water 2 ounces, muriate morphine yi grain. W. 

Remedy for Constipation.— 

R Pulv. aloes 30 grains, 

Ext belladonnae, fl 20 minims, 

Ext. nucis vom fl 30 minims, 

Pulv. ipecac 3 grains, 

Tinct gentian comp 2 ounces, 

Syr. simp, to make 4 ounces. 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful on the evening of each day when the 
bowels have not moved. The dose is for adults. For children, 
five drops for each year of age. — Drug, Circular, 

Bilious Dysentery. — ^This is a form of the disease which fre- 
quently occurs in hot, malarious districts, characterized by a bil- 
ious and disordered state of the stomach and secretions, some- 
times nausea and vomiting, and a remittent form of fever, with the 
usual dysenteric disch^Yges. Here the treatment most available is 
the following — 

R Calomel grs. vi, 

Dover's powder grs. x. 

M. Make three powders. Give one every three hours until all 
are taken^ and two hours after last dose give one drachm of «psom 
salts. After it has operated follow with quinine and Dover's 
powder in sufficient doses, at intervals of three hours, from 6 
o'clock a. m. till 3 o'clock p. m., and give weak solution of aconite 
and gelseminum if there be fever, as follows — 

B Tine, aconite 10 drops, 

Water. < 6 ounces, 

Gelseminum 20 drops. 

M. Give a teaspoonful every hour until the fever abates. Usually 
the fever drops are required only during the evening. W. 

3 
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Novel Method of Taking Quinine. --Dr. J. T. Stoddard writes! 
Take a portion of the white of an egg, say half teaspoonful, put 
it in a teaspoon. Take your dose of quinine — whatever amount 
you intend to give — press it firmly in a fold of paper between 
your thumb and finger. Now, telling an assistant to hold the 
spoon, let the quinine slide out of the paper into the spoon, tak- 
ing care not to disturb the quinine. Take enough of the albumen 
to cover the quinine. Now dip the spoon, holding it level, into 
hot water only for a moment, to color the egg^ then into cold 
water, and oner your patient soft boiled egg, and they will take it 
nine times out of ten without knowing that there is quinine in it. 

A medical friend of Texas, whose name has escaped us, sends 
the following — 

K Quiniae sulph 31, 

Potass, bromid 3 i, 

Tinct ferri mur. 3 iij, 

Aq. purse ad J xvi. 

M. ft. sol. 3. Tablespoonful every two hours until 6 doses are 
taken as a chill preventive. A tablespoonful after each meal as a 
tonic. 

Acute Bronchitis. — ^The late Prof. Joseph Pancoast used in 
private practice with much success the following mixture for acute 
cases of bronchitis: 

B Pruni virg. cort I aa T iv 

Senega rad ^ aa 3 iv 

Ipecac, rad 3 ij, 

Ext. conii gr. xv, 

Aquas q. s. ft. (by displacement) J viij. 

Then add— 

Spts. genevae Jj, 

Tinct. cardamon, comp 3 j. 

M. S. Two teaspoonfuls in water whenever troubled with 
cough. — Medical Bulletin, 

Diarrhoea. — In a case of mucous diarrhoea in a child one year 
of age, Dr. Bruen prescribed what he called his favorite prescrip- 
tion : 

R Bismuth, subnit gr. Ix, 

Fl. ext. rhubarb gtt viij. 

Syrup blackberry fl. 3 ss. 

Elixir orange fl. 3 ss. 

M. Of this the child was ordered to take a teaspoonful four to 
six times a day. Proper feeding — barley-water, milk, and lime- 
water, was also directed. Starchy food was positively prohibited. 
— Louisville Med, News, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

EDITOBIAL NOTICES. 

liAXBBKT A Co.— 8«e the new adreitlflement and BpecUl Notice of this excellent 
house of 8L lioiils. 

POBTABXiB E1.XOTBIO Light.— Reed the advertisement of the Portable Electric 
Light Co. 

A« L. H«]uiamN«--Dont fail to see the advertisement of this house, commenc- 
ing with this issne of our Journal. 

800TT A BowNS.— A new advertisement of this excellent establishment will be 
found in this Issue of our Journal. Examine it careftiUy. ' 

PBAcnoB voB Saxa— See this Card under Special Notice head. The location we 
know to he a good one. Letters addressed to this ollloe in regard to It will meet with 
attention. 

Dr. J08KPB K. Babnh, ex-eurgeon of the United States army, died of Bright*8 
disease on April 6th, 1888, aged M years. 

Prof. Wm. H. VAX BuBBsr, of New York, died March 25th, 1888. His death was 
attributed to brain lesion, following an attack of apoplexy, which occurred in the 
spring of 1882. Dr. VanBuren was a surgeon of marked and growing celebrity. 

Bl4BTijLin> Medioai< Joubnal.— From and after the May number of the present 
year» the Maryland Medical Journal will be issued as a weekly in the shape of a 
sixteen page double column publication. BncoesB to brothers Ashley and Cordell, 
the able editors oi this excellent Journal. 

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF ALABAMA. 

This body met at Birmingham on the 10th of AprlL There was a good turn out 
and a number ef interetting papers read. 

Th« offleeis elected for the ensuing year are as follows: 

Dr. Frank Tipton, of Selma, and Dr. 8. M. Uogan, of tTnion Springs, Vice- 
Presidents; Dr. T. A. Means, Secretary, and Dr. W. C. Jackson, Treasurer. 

BesolntionB were adopted condemning the New York Oode of Ethics; also all 
Journals and colleges which adopt or in any degree fisvor said Oode. 

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF QEORQIA. 

It so happened that neither of the editors of this Journal could be present at the 
late meeting of the Medical Association of the State. An account of the proceed- 
ingi of the body will be found in another part of our Journal, kindly furnished us by 
a member who was present. The account of the meeting, apart ftom its soolal fea- 
tures, is not specially flattering. There seems to have been too much haste, and a 
premature adjournment. 

It is a matter of regret that comparatively few of our best men and ablest writers 
attend the meetingB,and hence the interest in the Association is declining, and the 
volume of transactions growing smaller with each succeeding year. It would seem 
to be the tendency of State Societies to Ikll under the control of cliques or rings, 
who make the appointments and distribute the honors, in their own Interest, and the 
impreaiion prevails that the Georgia Association is not wholly free from this charge. 
But whatever may be said upon this point, we are pleased to state that in the choice 
of Dr. Oalhonn, as President for the ensuing year, we have a man eminently worthy 
of the position ; and we mean no dlspaiagement to Ills predecessors in expressing 
the beUef t>mt ills adminlstr^Uqn If m l^ ^flse |W4 f m|xrff4f 4^^ 
totW^ of tl>e profeesjoij, 
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MINEEAL WATEBS-THEIB MEDICINAL AND HYGIENIC 

ADVANTAGES. 

It would be dlllloalt to believe tbat the daUest intelleot of man oonld look abroad 
upon the univene and not beprofoondly ImpresMd with the wonderfhl bmefloence 
of the Creator, as shown In the beaaty, ntlUty, and grandeur of nature ; but, in do 
case is this immeasurable love and goodness of the Divine Oiver more manifest to 
the mind than when we learn of the varied and delightfhl resources for the healing 
of disease as found in their primeval purity in so many parts of the world. 

Themedleal scientist, after long years of suooessftil experiment, can discover 
remedies that may arrest the progress of disease, but no chemical art can presume to 
rival the exaetneas and completeness of nature's laboratory, in which are wrought 
remedial agents Afesh from the gracious and omnipotent hand of the Great Phyal* 
oiani I 

A doctor, learned in medical lore, may safely prescribe for his patient a certain 
quantity of pills and potions, but he cannot compound the healing waters that 
gush cold, or hot and dear, from the rooky hill-side, nor the refreshing mountain 
br- eaes that kiss into bloom the invalid's pallid cheek ; neither oan he paint the 
wonderful panorama of nature's most beautiftil and sublime attributes— the views of 
which cause the weary eye of the sick and languid suflbrer to brighten with a new 
Interest in life ; that make his pulses quicken, and the blood bound more buoyantly 
and healthfrilly through his sluggish veins. These are the dellghtftil and efficacious 
hygienic auxiliaries to health that a benefloent Creator furnishes to aid so materially 
the sick in regaining physical strength and vigor. At no place in this country can 
the seeker of health and wholesome recreation more suooesstully find these aads- 
tants than at the Blue Ridge Springs, of Botetourt county, Virginia. The great 
healing qualities of these waten were not known to the public until within the last 
few years, but the delightful temperature, grand mountain scenery, pure air, and the 
wonderfhl virtues of the springs are liMt bringing this summer resort into Csvorable 
notice as a place for health, comfort and pleasant recreation. Though 1,800 feet 
above the level of the sea, this charming retreat has its elegant and commodious 
hotel immediately on the line of the Norfolk A Western railroad, so that the visitor, 
greatly to his gratiflcatton, has none of the annoyances and discomfort of hack- 
driving, over rough roads, or of transfer to a hotel omnibus, but, at a f»w steps fW>m 
theoars, finds himself greeted by his smiling and courteous landlord, Mr. Phil F, 
Brown, and \b immediately consigned to a cool and restftil chamber, with all the 
comfortable and elegant resources of the house and ground at his oommand. 

The springs are within a flew steps of the hotel, and from the rear of the hotel a 
long and picturesque bridge otooms a lovely stream of water, and reaches from the 
spacious and beautifU lawn of the hotel with its terraced olili; to that upon the 
other side of the stream ; and here, upon this lofty summit of the Blue Ridge, sm> 
rounded by grand peaks tbat pierce the bending blue skies, 11^, spread out before the 
beholder, scenes of such sublimity and exalted beauty as one could not imagine from 
a mere passing glance on the railway in front of the hotel. 

A number of commodious and comfortable cottages, in the near vldnity of the 
Springs, are connected by the handsome covered bridge, referred to, with the hotel, 
so that Invalids, or fiunilles with small children, can have their choice of a retreat 
as private and pleasant as could be desired. 

The grounds about the hotel, with flowers, fountains and beautlfrilly shaded 
promenades, are extensive and lovely, and there is a miniature lake with pleasure 
boats, also a choice vineyard, and thousands of flne fruit trees, the product of which 
regales the guests of "mine host," who is ever on the alert for their comfort and 
pleasure* 

A ball-room, with good musio, an excellent ten-pin alley, and a biUiaid saloon, 
afford pastime for a variety of tastes among visitors ; and to those who wish to visit 
places of interest in the vicinity, the Blue Ridge Springs is a friost convenient point 
finom which to make excursions to the Luray Caverns, Natural Bridge of Virginia, 
and the Peaks of Otter. 

A great iron mining interest has recently been devdoped in the immediate 
vicinity of these Springs, and two railroads have been built flrom the main line of 
the Norfolk A Western out to the base of the mountain. Near the terminus of the 
road has been found abeanttfU cascade of purs mountain water, alfoidUig a eluurm* 
Ing spot for bathing. 
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Comparatlyely few penons of even more than ordinary intelligence are fUlly 
awaie that inerUa U death to animated matter ; that invalids, with the best medical 
advice, if they woald regain health must havesuiroundings that will lift them **ont 
of themaelves," as It were ; that will interest them, pleasantly excite their emo- 
tional and inteUectoal natures, make their pulses qolcken, and answer, with a re- 
sponsive thrill, to the beauty and cheerftii Inflaence of the sights and sonnds about 
them, and with which they come In daily contact. With all these bealtbltU assist- 
ants and delightful recreations, the Blue Ridge Springs are abundantly provided. 

To the more impressible and highly wrought nervous constitution of femalesf 
the advantages above referred to are eminently suited. These advantages are found 
not alone In the peculiar position aud surroundings of this magnificent sanitariumt 
but the analysis of the water unmistakably indicates their adaptation to a great 
variety of affections. This analsrsis may be seen In the advertisement of the pro- 
prietor, from which it appears that the water is of the saline class, holding in solu- 
tion a happy proportion of neutral salts, so arranged in nature's alembic as to con- 
stitute laaoitive, purgative, diuretic, tonic, and alterative properties, according to the 
quantity used. 

With a scientific and Judicious physician to direct its use in any particular case, 
the water of these springs may be made available for the successftil treatment of a 
great variety of conditions. Indeed, with the proper use of the water, conjoined 
with the pure and wonderfnily invigorating atmosphere of this flavored locality, we 
can scarcely imagine any disease at all amenable to treatment, that could flail of 
benefit or reli«f fh>m these waters. In obstinate chronic diseases of both sexes, espe- 
cially in uterine afliections and derangements requiring local or general treatment, 
fUlures often occur in private practice 'by reason of unfavorable surroundings and 
depressing Infiuences at home. But with the advantages of a superior watering place, 
and suitable food and dietetic caution, lar better results may be obtained fTom local 
treatment, because the physician has the great advantage of favorable surroundings 
and medicinal waters which constitute powerfhl auxiliaries in the treatment of this 
dass of diseases. 

Indeed, it is conceded by every intelligent physician, and is abundantly verified 
in the experience of thousands, that diseased conditions of every kind can be far 
moresucoessfhlly treated at a good watering place, such as we have described, than 
could possibly be expected under other and less favored conditions. Hence it is that 
the Judidous physician often advises his patients to visit these llftvored resorts, where 
merely functional diseases usually recover rapidly, and where organic and obstinate 
chronic afllsctions are temporarily benefitted, and we doubt not could often be pei* 
manently cured, if placed in charge of a skiUAil resident physician, who, by the aid 
of modern scientific means and appliances, the waters, and favorable conditions of 
the place, would be able to accomplish results which, under other circumstances, he 
could not possibly do. 

Buch have always been my views in regard to medicinal Springs, and the proper 
methods of using their waters. The physician at home ^is not able to supply and 
bring to bear these great advantages and fiusilitles, which nature, in hear bounty and 
wisdom, has supplied for the benefit of suffering humanity. When these medicinal 
watering places are extensively and beautlfhlly Improved, and supplied with bath- 
ing arrangements, hot and cold, and all the modem facilities, they wUl constitute 
the best places ft>r the restoration of health and the treatment of chronic diseases, 
eipecially those peculiar to females; and there Is at this locality what appears a 
special provision for some conditions, in the fkct that in addition to the principal 
waters, to the analysis of which we have referred, there is a Chalybeate Spring, 
strong in Iron, which mav be secondarily used in a certain class of cases, which have 
been prejMoea lor its use by other waters or medical treatment. In some instances 
itis primarily demanded. Particularly is this true of cases of low anssmic charac- 
ter, attended with atony, or great debility, and unattended with Irritation, or an in- 
fiammatory state or tendency in any organ. 

In this teot, the Blue Ridge Sprln^B possesses peculiar and unusual advantages 
as a sanitarium for the treatment of almost all diseases. 

For varietyand excellence of her health giving waters, for magnificent scenery 
and sahibrlous atmosphere, Virginia has been especially favored by a beneficent 
Creator. She has been called the Mother of States, then let her afflicted sons and 
daughters, firom every State, come and partake of her bounties, enjoy her generous 
hospitality, breathe her mountain air. and drink of her healing waters, all of which 
shasoboontaously oflbrs to her children throughout this heaven-lbvored land of 
ours. T. a POWELL. 
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K0CW8 BACILLUS OF TUBEECLE. 
The difloovery ol Koch In relation to baoim, as the emue of tnberoalar eonBump* 
tlon, has b«en severely oritlolfled on this side of the water, and many seemed ready 
to sneer at It as an nnfortnaate delusion ; hat Koch oomes back ylgoronsly at hla 
orltlclsen, and Is likely to snstaf n himself and make good his claim to one of the 
most wonderful and Important discoveries of our day. The favorable results whloh 
may follow in the treatment of consumption, no one can foresee. The tme caose of 
the malady being known, observations may now be hopefully directed to the dla* 
covery of proper and efficient therapeutic agencies. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Dr. Thomas E. Marable died Auguat 1882. Memorial lines were never written 
for a nobler man and truer Mend than are thcM in tender remembrance of Dr. 
Thomas E. Marable, of Peterbnrg, Virginia. 

He was a class-mate of the writer at school. We afterwards read medicine at tlie 
same time and In the same village, though under different preceptors, and together 
attended lectures at the Univeiaity of Pennsylvania in the city of Philadelphia, 
fielng studious and fkithftil to his duties, the young medical student won deserved 
honor at his examination, and commenced to practice in his profession with a most 
encouraging prospect of success. But the timidity and sensitiveneas of his genUe 
and sympathetic nature, made the **rough places" Inddant to his profession un- 
oongenial with his tastes, and he soon abandoned the practice of medicine, and 
entered into the mercantile pursuits, in which he continued until his death. 

In early liib Dr. Marable was united in marriage to the accomplished and charm- 
ing daughter of Dr. Morrison, a distinguished physician of Lawrenceville, Virginia. 
A daughter, the fhiit of this union, grew up with the beauty and; amiabiUty of 
both the fftther and mother, and was happily married in her girlhood to Mr. Dod- 
son,ofPetersbuxig. As she has no children, she and her widowed mother are the 
only members of hisfamlly to mourn the death of a father who was themost ten- 
der and indulgent of parents, and a husband pre-eminent among the noblest and 
most devoted I have ever known. I feel that his loss is to this wife and daughter 
is irreparable ; but there is always one soothing tender ray of light for those who 
weep at the removal by death of such a man as this, and that is, the undying mem- 
ory of his love and- gentleness, and all those noble, endearing qualities, the remem- 
brance of which the heart to feel a sweet, though pathetic, thrlU when it recalls tlie 
companionship of a loved one like him. Truly, not lost, but one *'gone before.*' 

r, who knew him so long and so well, never had a better and truer fMend, nor 
a nobler companion, and one more truly beloved ; and as I sit hereto-night and pen 
these lines to his memory, my mind r^strospeots the many past years, and seems 
to tai^ in at a glance all the beauty and symmetry of character that I found in him 
during our Intimate fMendship since we were careless, happy boys playing together 
among the beautiful hills of our dear old State of Viri^nla. 

The subtle sophistries of philosphy, *'charm they never so wisely,'* to steal away 
man^ hope of Immortality, can never offer the faintest compensation for the 
b.&PPy» child- like faith that pierces the dark masel of the unknown and sees the 
glory of the soul's eternal Shekinah: so, our supersltion will not be fo- ever. O, my 
cherished, ilfe-lon^ fiiend, the glad hope of meeting you one di^ on the **other 
shore." where earthly love IS renewed in never-to-be-broken bonds, will cheer the 
remaining pathway here of wife and daughter, and he who pens these lines will 
hold your name and your friendship In everlasting remembrance. 

AUonta, Go, T. 8. PoWKi^U 

Db. Dabbt, of Morrow, Ohio, proposes a novel plan of instructing the people 
how to treat doctors. He publishes what he styles **Medlcal Miscellany,** which ^ is 
a double columned, four-paged sheet, designed to be used as powder and vrrapping 
paper by dispensing druggists and physicians. It may ba torn or cut into halves, 
quarters, eighths, or sixteenths, without destroying the reading matter. 

This sheet is compiled wholly in the interest of the medical profession. Its 
teaching embodies that article of the Code of Ethics which relates to *'the duties of 
patients to their physicians,** a portion of which will be found in short paragiaphs, 
conspicuously displayed, in large type, on one or both sides of each sixteenth of a 
sheet, intetspersed among useful receipts and items of wit and wisdom, so as to 
interest the general reader. 

Some method of thus quietly educating the public in their duty toward us as 
a profession has long hee4 |i»lt, and this one must strike .you as at once new* noye} 
m^ eflteptivf .'* pr, Pv^7'9 p|an \^ a jf004 Que, 1^4 w« l»o«Ml|ly^ approv© it, 
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BOOK NOTICES. 

A DICTION ART OF MEDICINE: Indndlng General Pathology, General Thera- 
peutics, Hygiene, and the Diseases Pecallar to Women and Children. By Vari- 
oas Writers. IDdlted by Richard Qnaio, M. D.. F. B. 8:, Fellow and Late Senior 
Censor of the Royal C<^ege of Physicians; Member of the Senate of the Unl- 
▼eralty of London: Member of the General ConneU of Medical EdnoaUon and 
Registration J OensolUng Physician to the Hospital £or Consumption and Dis- 
eases of the Chest at Brompton, etc. New York : D. Appleton A Co., 1, 8, 5 Bond 
Street, 1883. 

The above Is a large iUnstrated Dictionary of Medicine of 1,816 doable column 
pages in small, close type in which the author has sought to present **the vast num- 
ber of fEusta and observations by which the recent progress of scientific and practi- 
cal medicine has been marked as diffusely reeorded In the transactions of learned 
societies, in journals, and in systematic treatises." The great Talue and Importance 
of such a work to the profession is at once apparent. The Dlctlonaiy of alphebetical 
method was adopted as best calculated for easy reference. It is a dictionary not so 
much for definition as Ibr general and detailed information upon almost every topic 
of importance. A dictionary of medicine rather than that of surgery or Hierapeuticp, 
in which diseases are tally treated in alphabetical order. 

As an English wo^k, it details the advances in EuroiJ^ perhaps more fhily than 
In our own country, which, to those desiring the most extended Information, will 
oonstitue an advantage rather than an objection. 

In the prepacat^on of this great work, the editor secured the co-operation of a 
large number of able and dtetingulshed medical writers, each selected to write on a 
sufetjeet with which he was specially acquainted. We feel safe in recommending 
this work to our readers as containing a vast amount of Important information, 
much of which is derived firom the latest advances in the proCBSsion. 

PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
Illinois State Board of Health. Preventable-Disease Circulars.-- 
Typhoid Fever, Diphtheria, etc. 

Fifth Biennial Report of the Trustees, Superintendent and Treas- 
urer of the Illinois Southern Hospital for the Insane, at Anna. H. 
Wazdner, M. D., Superintendent. Oc ober 1, 1882. 

Annual Address before the New York Medico-Chirnrgical Society, 
by the President, Dr. B. P. Fowler. Delivered November 14th, 1882. 

Annual Reports, 1882, of the Department of Health of the City of 
Obarleston, South Carolina. Charleston, S. C: The News and Courier 
Book Presses, 1883. 

The Percentage of College-Bred Men in tiie Medical Profession, a 
paper read before the American Academy of Medicine, October 27th, 
1882, by Charles Mclntire, Jr., M. D., of East on, Pennsylvania. 

Suggestions regarding the local treatment of some of the commoner 
affections of the Ear, by Samuel Theobold, M. D., of Baltimore, Sur- 
geon to the Baltimore Eye, Ear and Throat Charity Hospital, etc. 

The Fifth Biennial Beport of the Trustees, Superintendent and 
Treasurer of the Illinois Southern Hospital for the Insane, at Anna, 
October 1, '82, Springfield: H. W. Bokker, State Printer A Binder, 1883 

RECEIPTED. 

(Reeelpts not acknowledged by letter, are recorded here.) 
For 1882— Brs. J M Pierce, M F Alford, Wm Law, T D Hare, T L Appleby. 
For 1888— Drs, J H Pool, Jno Hardamon, J BLee, B M Pharr, Z T Toudk. T H 
Lyon, E Wheeler, J DiU worth, R L Foreman, T L (^niUian, T D Hare, J M Under- 
wood. 
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SPECIAL ISrOTICES. 

"To tta« ProfeMlon— ANALYSIS OP URINE.— I am prepai^d. In my office. 
MX Whitehall Street, AUanta, GeoiKia, to make qaantita|lveajad qtiaiitattye anal- 
yBes of uriDe and mlorosooplo examination of tissne, at a moderate oompenaaUon. 
will be pleased to hear fh>m the prolSBwlon on this important sal^eot. 

J. H. LOGAN, A. M., M. D. 

♦ *FiJ^^^L^^V^ * ^®;r?^*» magnifloent Drua eetabliahment located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by nnremitUng perseverance andlaithftilnets in all their baslneaa 
interests, obtained the oonfldenoe and good wili of the medical profearion thronah- 
oat the entire country. They have aocompUahed mneh for theprosreH of MedKal 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the Introdaction of new and important 
Drags. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Jostly deserve the 
high reputaUon to which they have attained. j«««^ cwyc ulv 

Wm. B. Wamfr A C«»— This splendid Drug House, so widely and fbvorablv 
knowxi. both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their biah do2u 
tlon. Their preparaUons are regarded by the proflBSSion every when as nnstarDaased 
for purity and efeganoe. In respect to their quinine pUls, so deservedly popalilrr^ 
iollowingcertiflcate has been published: * i^*' !•-*'» 

Philadslphia, pRaor., December 22, 1882. 
Ananalyslsof seven samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manuflACturers, was made and published in the American Journal of Phjumlov 
by me, and those made by WiiUam R Warner AOo^ were Ibond to be eorreot aato 
quantity and purity of Quinine. HENRV TRIMBLE, A.natifiieat ChenStU 

McraasON AROBBINa-.Thls great Drug SMabliahment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation as reliable and eminently saocessfhl bn^joM 
men. Their various preparaUons are of acknowledged exceUenoe and purltv. and 
a^ unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beauty with which they are prawnledto 
tbe trade. See their advertisement opposite 1st page of reading matter InttiJa 
«i ournai. 

More of EI.UOTT*S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other nattems eom. 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to diflbrent parte of the connSy sSce jS- 
nary 1st. The proprietor invites a thorough InvestigaUon and oomnarison ofAVArv 
Ba^ m the maiet. The U. S. Government did this in\ iw5i andlSoSSri 21 ISI 
LIOTT. DoctorsthatdotheMme thing get the standard article. SendforS^Sa? 
to A, A. MBLLIBR. Tfe Washington Avenue, StLo^ mSt^ 

CCLERINA.-Dr.Pier8ol,of Knox county, Illinois, says: lam nsina CELERINa 
which, in my opinion, and it is backed up by experience in Iti useTSan^ 
at the head. Tt certainly is the best thiug I have ever used m an^^e. a^ ^Sn? 



lODI A— Prepared by Battle A Co., Chemists, St. Louis. 

Db, L. H. liAipMY, Prof of Oyi«pologv, 8t.^Louis College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, says: "^iter several month'ft trial of lODIA, both ^prlvateandhosiStlLi 
practice, I find as an alterative it has no superior in the MaterlaMedloa " ^k^*** 

Bromldla also is a splendid anodyne. See advertisement In this JournaL 

FOB SA1.K.-A good pMrtng praoUce, wl^residence, office, etc., aU new. and 
eo iLorea of land In East Georgia, between two nUroada. Addbnm 

EDITOR SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD, Atlamta, Ga. 

LAMBERT 4t <30,— Manufacturing Chemists, of St. Louis. Missouri ara thA 
manufacturers of a new and Important antiseptic compound called LlfiTERlNK. Tt 
has become especially popular with the Proleaiion, as a local application in a oMt 
varleiy of affections. It is also a valuable internal remedy in certain oocdlti^ 
The Physician and Surgeon will find it a great convenience in prao^^nd^ea^ona 
would do well to keep a quanUty always on hand. See advertisement on second 
page of this Journal. ■•«*««* 

S%a.rerloetl Iaa.»tri*aaa*aa.ta.— A branch house of the New York establiah. 
mentof A.L. HBRNBTECN, has bep twtabllshed in Atlanta, indwiSSoSS^ 
convenient depot whereat anything in the Smglcalllne can be bouaht or mannfbA. 
tured. The Profession throughout Uie South should note this as anlmDorteTndb indi- 
cation of Southern progress, and should show their appredaUon of the samA hv 
giving th^ establishment their encouragement and patronage. ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE 



Southern Medical Record: 



BDITOB8: 

T. 8. Powell, M.D. W. T. Goldsmith, M.D. R. C. Word, M.D. 



R. C. WOBD, M.D.J Managing EdUor. 



fl^All CommDnlcationg and Letters on BiuinesB eonneoted with the Rboobd mavt 
be addressed to the Managing Editor. 

Vol. XIII. ATLANTA, GA., JUNE 20, 1883. No. 6. 

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



CARBOLIC ACID IN PILES AND OTHER DISEASES. 



By J. G. Westmoreland, M. D., Atlanta, Ga. 

In the Southern Medical Record for May will be found a 
short article on the treatment of piles by carbolic acid. In it little 
more was stated than the mere fact ot injection of the hemor- 
rhoidal tumor with the undiluted acid. 

Now, in compliance with the request of a reader of the article, 
I propose to give a more extended review of the subject, and the 
application of the remedy in the treatment of other local dis- 
eases. 

From time to time articles have appeared in which I have tried 
to impress members of the profession with the peculiar and useful 
action of carbolic acid — its cathartic or local alterative, and haemo- 
static effects. In medical society discussions, while giving my ex- 
perience of its safety and comparative freedom from pain when 
applied to diseased mucous membranes, I have found myself op- 
posed by almost every member, and as most of them refused to 
use it as recommended, I was generally left without proof of my 
position. « 

Shortly after the remedy had been brought to notice, I, from 
some report of its action probably, used it as a general styptic for 
xnenorrhagia, in the doise of two drops repeated every two hours. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



202 Southern Medicax- Record. • 

Proving successful for the relief of this hemorrhagic condition I 
decided to test it in purpura hemorrhagica. Accordingly, in a 
case presented in the Medical College Clinic, which had been 
treated without benefit by the usual means — muriated tincture of 
iron, etc., I prescribed carbolic acid ' in the dose of two or three 
drops every three or four hours, well diluted with water, with 
complete success in a day or two. 

While the styptic effect may not be universally recognized, no 
one, as far as I know, objects to its use in this way. It is the local 
action, as described, which calls forth the opposition. When it is 
asserted that the undiluted acid may be applied to chancre, chan- 
croid, diphtheria, chronic intra-uterine inflammation, etc., with 
▼ery little pain, the war begins. Physicians assert — of course with- 
out ever having tested it — that destructive action will be had upon 
the mucous membrane and therefore cicatricial tissue necessarily 
follows. Learned gynecologists, to whose use the remedy seems 
to me peculiarly adapted, forbid its introduction into the uterus, 
alleging that stenosis will be the result. Whether this conclusion 
is reached by experience or reasoning, it is certainly not more re- 
liable than the opinion formed by hundreds of applications of the 
pure acid made in endo-metritis, diphtheria, cancerous ulcers, etc., 
without stenosis or other unfavorable result. When properly ap- 
plied so as to come in contact with the diseased part alone, or the 
internal mucous membrane, very slight pain is produced, not more 
than that from astringent solutions of moderate strength. I have 
applied it with a camel's hair pencil to the pseudo- membrane of 
diphtheria in the mouth of an infant, and by injection to the ure- 
thra in gonorrhoea, taking care that the acid does not come in con- 
tact with the lips, glans penis or prepuce. When applied to the 
uterus or vagina, its contact with the pudendum must be 
avoided. 

In the treatment of cancer I have used the acid only as an ap- 
plication to the ulcerated surface, but from the promptness with 
which progress is arrested, and superficial healthy tissue formed, 
I have hope of success, to some extent at least, in the bold attempt 
at cure by injection into the indurated tumor. 

In the commencement of what seemed to be malignant (cauli- 
flower) disease of the os uteri, complete and permanent relief has 
followed the twice a week application of pure acid. 

Piles may be permanently cured in half a week or two weeks 
by injecting the tumor with undiluted carbolic acid. The needle 
of a hypodermic syringe charged with the acid, must be plunged 
into the center of the tumor and the piston slightly moved for- 
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ward so as to discharge one to three drops. Let the needle remain 
ior a minute and then withdraw. Each tumor must be thus in- 
jected, and if large two punctures should be made. The tumor 
becomes pale, shrivels and generally becomes dark and putrid in a 
-day or two. No great pain attends the operation. Only a sting- 
ing sensation is experienced, which l^sts a few moments. 

When several tumors exist a second operation sometimes be- 
•comes necessary, owing to the failure to inject all the prominent 
points. On the second day the injection may be repeated, if all 
the tumors do not become pale, lessened in size or dark. 

The benefit derived from carbolic acid is, doubtless, derived from 
the peculiar action upon the capillaries and the blood itself. When 
.applied to a surface, it becomes white and bloodless, and when 
thrown into a mass of blood it is made more or less coagulable, 
according to the proportion of the mixture. This driving of the 
blood, as it were, from the surface, accounts for the control of in- 
flammation by its local applfcation, and the coagulating quality 
renders it useful as a general styjjtic. Indeed, inflammation, I be- 
lieve, may be prevented, to a large extent, in a part injured, by a 
proper application in diluted form. And, while its good effects in 
this way are attributed to the destructive action upon bacteria, we 
'think its good effects can be explained without recognizing the 
•existence of these animalculse as factors in the production of in- 
flammation and putrescence. 



ON THE TREATMENT OF THE COMMONER FORMS 
OF SKIN DISEASES. 



By J. Leslie Foley, M. D., C. M., L. R. C. P., LondoN; 

.ABBlstast Demonstrator of ADatomy, Faculty of Medioine, Bishop^ CoUege, At- 
tending Physician to the Montreal Dispensary. 



To arrive at a correct diagnosis in a case of skin disease is some- 
times a diflicult object to attain ; to eflect a cure is even more puz- 
-zling and annoying. Who has not had his professional vanity 
sadly tried by an obstinate case of tinea tonsurans, acne, or eczema, 
^fter running through the whole armamentarium of the pharma- 
copoeia, only to find that it still persists? Having had ample op- 
portunity of sitting at the feet of such Gamaliels and lions on akin 
^s Jonathan Hutchison, Living, Malcom Morris, Sangster, and 
-Stephen Mackenzie, and carefully noted their line of treatment, I 
have ventured to throw together in simple outline some remarks 
^s to the best method of combatting the more common forms of 
these diseases. And, first, eczema : In acute eczema, the best 
local application is lotio plumbi applied on lint, the lint being kept 
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continually moist. Dusting powders, such as oxide of zinc andF 
starch, will also be found useful, and a lotion of carbolic acid 
( I in 40) will relieve the itching. 

Chronic Eczema. — Carbolic acid here, as in the acute stage, is 
one of the most useful remedies. It may be applied in the forn> 
of either a lotion or ointment x to xv gr. ad. 5 i of the ointments 
Thymol, highly recommended by Dr. Crocker, of London, in the 
strength of v to xx gr. ad. g i, might be tried. Similar in effect to 
carbolic acid are the preparations of tar, which are the most 
serviceable of all external remedies. To obtain eood results they 
should be handled with care ; unless used at the proper time, and 
of proper strength, they serve only to irritate, and when this oc- 
curs they should be abandoned at once. Tar is of most benefit 
when the disease has reached the chronic stage. It should never- 
be used in the acute. If there be much swelling and inflammation 
it likewise should be withheld. Ointments of varying strength are- 
the most suitable means of applying tar, for in addition to the 
stimulating effect of the remedy an emollient effect is obtained. 
The ointment should not be too strong — from i to ii 3 ad. 3 i is- 
usually sufficient. The two forms of tar commonly used are the 
pix liquida and oleum cadinum. 

& Olei cadini 3 iss, 

Cerati simplici i, 

Olei amygdalae amar gtt. vi. 

M. Ft. ungt. 

This makes one of the most elegant tarry preparations. But 
there is another preparation of lar which, although known to the 
profession in this country, is not so well known as it deserves to 
be — I refer to the liquor carbonis detergens. It is a saturated al- 
coholic solution of coal tar, and made by Wright & Co., of Lon- 
don, and J. P. Remington, of Philadelphia, and may be had at 
Kenneth Campbell's. It is in great repute in England, and yields 
most beneficial results. • The ointments which are most generally 
used in the treatment of chronic eczema in the London hospitals, 
are the ungt petrolei co., and the nitrate of mercury ointmentl 
Both are excellent The following is the formula for the ungtw 
petrolei co.; 

& Liq. carbonis deterg 3; ss, 

Hyd, am. chlor fiT*"- x» 

Vaseline 3 i* 

M. Ft ungt 

If the skin is greatly infiltrated, or the epidermis much thickened,, 
solutions of potassa fusa are used with excellent results, v gr. ad. 
5, is usu:dly sufiicient. U hen the eczema consists of very chronic^, 
dry small patches, the best treatment is to blister with acetum can- 
tharides or the liq. epispasticus. 

Professor Hebra's treatment will succeed sometimes when other 
treatment fails. It is of special service in chronic eczema of the 
leg. It consists in the application of sapo viridis, followed by the 
immediate use of an oily ointment. The ointment used in pref- 
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«rence by him being the ungt. diacyli. A small lump of the soap, 
the size of a nut, is smeared upon a piece of flannel. This is to be 
applied directly to the patch of disease and rubbed firmly, and 
with moderate pressure, upon the skin until all traces of the soap 
disappear. The piece of flannel is now dipped into warm water 
^nd again apphed in the same manner to the part, when aniabun- 
dant lather will be found. More water is added from time to time 
until copious suds cover the skin, when with clean water the dis- 
eased surface is thoroughly washed off, freed from all signs of soap, 
and carefully dried with a soft cloth or towel. The rubbing: should 
be kept up, in mild cases, from five to ten minutes, in severe to 
4ibout twenty minutes. The first application should always be 
-somewhat moderate, that too great a destruction of epidermis be 
not produced. The sensations of the patient will always serve as 
-a guide to this point. The application is not painful, as might be 
supposed; but, on the contrary, agreeable, and relieves the itching; 
as a rule, it at once affords ease to the patient. The skin imme- 
-diately after the washing presents a red and angry appearance, 
-^nd is now ready for the ointment ; this is spread on strips or 
pieces of soft flexible muslin. It is well not to make one large 
piece cover the whole, but it is preferable to have several pieces, 
in order that they may be the better adapted to the skin. The 
ointment should be spread thickly on the rags, finally the part 
-should have outside cloths applied to prevent the oil from 
oozing through, and be bound by a bandage. The bandage is a 
matter of moment, for its application contributes materially to the 
-success of the treatment. It is essential that the ointment be 
brought in close contact with the skin and kept in position. The 
•entire operation should be repeated twice daily, morning and eve- 
«»ng. 

JBczema of Hands, — Hands should be protected from all irrita- 
ting influences; they should be kept out of water, and free use of 
soap prohibited, exposure to heat also avoided. Rubber gloves 
will be tound useful. In the majority of cases stimulating oint- 
ments most useful, as calomel or boracic ointment. 

Eczema of Nipple, — Best treated with sapo viridis and ung^. 
•diachyli. Application of nitrate of silver xx gr. ad. 3 i highly 
spoken of b^ Living. 

Eczema of Beard. — Crusts removed by oil and poultice, hair 
•cut away or shaved off; apply ungt. petrolei co. In chronic stage 
use stimulating ointments. 

Eczema of Eyelids, — In mild cases apply nitrate of mercury 
ointment; in severe cases pull out eyelashes, and touch the edges 
with solution of potassa in water, x gr. ad. 3 * (McCaul Anderson). 
The alkali should be immediately neutralized with dilute acetic 
acid. Operation repeated every few days, after which nitrate of 
mercury ointment applied. 

Eczema of Leg. — In;_ cases of moist eczema the most successful 
treatment is that with sapo viridis and ungt. diachyli. The limb 
should be carefully bandaged, and when eczema is associated with 
varicose veins Dr. Martin's elastic bandage should be applied. 
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Squire, ol London, recommends the glycerole of the subacetate of 
lead, XV to xxx gr. ad. § i, in these cases. 

Eczema Intertrigo. — Dusting powders of oxide of zinc andl 
starch with or without calomel used. Ungt zinci one of the best 
applications. Parts should be seldom washed. 

Eczema of the Genitals. — Sapo viridis and ungt diachyli ; iik 
acute stages lotio nigra followed by ungt. zinci and calomel. Car- 
bolic acid X gr. ad. 3 i, useful. Thymol also useful. Painting the- 
part with tr. iodini sometimes serviceable. 

Eczema of Head, — After the crusts have been removed by poul- 
ticing, the best application is the ungt. hydr. nit. In all cases oF 
eczema the ordinary washing with soap and water must be for- 
bidden, and this is especially the case when the delicate and healthy 
new cuticle is forming, for then water macerates and destroys it,, 
and thus the duration of the disease is needlessly prolonged.- 
While the local treatment is of paramount importance in eczema,, 
the constitutional is not to be neglected; arsenic should be given, 
and tonics of iron, quinine, etc., administered. 

Psoriasis, — When psoriasis covers the whole trunk, or is nearly 
universal, the best treatment is by alkaline warm baths. Pot carb. 
3 ii to § iii should be added to an ordinary bath. The patient 
should remain in the bath for at least an hour and a half daily to 
do any good. The best time for taking the bath is shortly before 

foing to bed, to avoid dressing again. The temperature of the 
ath should be 90° to oS®. After coming out of the bath the pa- 
tient should be rubbed and anointed with vaseline, which should 
afterward be wiped off. When psoriasis attacks a leg, or a not 
too extensive surface of the body, then the tarry preparations and 
chrysophanic acid will be found most beneficial. Of the two I 
prefer the applicatian of tar; it may be applied either as an oint- 
ment or lotion, the latter most satisfactory ; it dries quickly, and 
does not easily rub off on the clothes. My treatment would be to 
paint the liq. carb. deterg. with a camel's hair brush over the part 
affected two or three times a day. Chrysophanic acid has certainly 
yielded splendid results, and is much more active than tar; but it 
has a great many disadvantages, as setting up inflammation, stain- 
ing the clothes and hair, etc. It is used in the strength of 3 i ad^ 
g : of vaseline. Pyrogallic acid xxx gr. ad. % \ is usenil, and less- 
op^n to the objections of the former. 

In dealing with psoriasis of the scalp the free use of soap or the- 
spirits of soap is very good, followed by the liq. carb. deterg. or 
the red or white precipitate ointment diluted with vaseline. In 
the chronic spots of psoriasis, about the knees, the same treatment 
is excellent Obstinate cases of psoriasis often yield to the tinct. 
saponis. viridis c. pee., which consists of equal parts of pix iiquida. 
alcohol and sapo viridis. Sulphuret of calcium has been highly^ 
recommended in these cases. The following is a good formula: 

B Calcis, S ss, 

Sulphuris sublimati 3 i, 

Aquse 3 x. 
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M. In the constitutional treatment arsenic and tonics should be 
given, and always remember the possibility of the gouty and 
scrofulous dipthesis. I have seen cases of psoriasis rebellious to 
all local treatment, yield like a charm to vin. colchici. I need 
not say that the patients in these cases were gouty. 

Scabies. — Sulphur ointment, half the strength of the Pharma- 
copoeia ointment, is the remedy which you will find to do the most 
good. The best time to use it is at night. Give it with the follow- 
ing directions: To be rubbed all over the body, with the exception 
of the head and especially on the hands, buttock and lower part 
of the abdomen; and the underclothing used during the previous 
day, as socks, gloves, drawers and jersey should be worn during 
the night. This thoroughly disinfects the clothes, at the same 
time keeping the ointment wrell applied. In the morning a warm 
bath should be taken. The process should be repeated for three 
nights, and subsequentl}' the ointment should be rubbed on the 
hands, wrists and buttocks lor a few nights. When you are con- 
fronted with a case which you have had under treatment, but are 
not certain whether it is cured or not, you will find an ointment of 
bal. of Peru (3 ii ad. gi) aji excellent application It does not irri- 
tate or annoy the patient. 

Tinea Tonsurans. — In mild cases painting the part with tr. iod., 
and afterwards apply an ointment made with hydr. ammon. xx gr. 
ad. 5 i will be bH that is necessary. In more severe cases theoleate 
of mercury ointment, lo per cent, solution made by rubbing x gr. 
of freshly precipitated yellow oxide of mercury with xc gr. of 
oleic acid until dissolved, is one of the very best applications. A 

Eoint of some moment, which I have often heard Dr. Living, of 
ondon, lay stress upon in his clinique, is to order the patient to 
have the head smeared over with carbolized glycerine in order to 
prevent the disease spreading to others. Dr. Alder Smith recom- 
mends equal parts of carbolic acid, citrine ointment and sulphur 
ointment as very effectual. If the disease is in an early stage, and 
consists of one or tw^o circumscribed spots, the best plan is to cut 
the hair short all around the spots, and apply with brush Coster's 
paste, which consists of: 

R Tr. iodii 3 ii, 

01. Picis ' 1 i. M. 

Lichen. — ^The remedy /ar excellence is arsenic internally — Fowl- 
er's solution most commonly used. Some soothing lotion should 
be used externally such us the appended : 

a Sod« biborate ) .; 

Soda bicarb j- aa 3 ». 

Acid hydrocyan. dil 31, 

Glycerine 5 ii, 

Aquse ad 3 viss. 

M. Hutchison says in lichen planus start with liq. sodae arsenitis, 
but if it does not get better give liq. arsenicalis, or both com- 
bined. 
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Acne. — ^^You will find the following treatment of acne to be the 
most satisfactory. The face should be steamed every night by 
holding it over a basin of hot water for a few minutes. The skin 
should be then well rubbed for five or six minutes with soap and 
flannel, or a soft nail brush may be used with advantage when the 
skin will bear it ; the soap should then be sponged oft* with warm 
water. When the face has been dried the following lotion should 
be applied, and allowed to dry and remain on all night : 

B - Sulphur precip 5 ii, 

Glycerine 3 ii, 

Spt vini g i, 

Aquae calcis ) - ... 

Aqua rosa ] ^^ ^ "'* 

M. In inveterate cases of acne the following will be found par- 
ticularly serviceable : 

B Sapo mollis 5 j 

Spt. rectificate 3 iss, 

01. levandulse M xx, 

Aquae ad 3 vi. 

M. Ft. Lot. 

The lotion should be applied with a piece of flannel and vigor- 
ously rubbed on the skin. It should be washed ofl* and then the 
sulphured lotion applied. 

In treating diseases of the skin one should always bear in mind 
the late Professor Hebra's admirable advice: whatever course be 
adopted, constancy and perseverance are of the utmost importance. 
He who is always changing his plan of treatment is sure not to 
attain his object so quickly as one who steadily and patiently ap- 
plies whatever remedy seems best suited to his case. — Canada 
Record. 



THE USE OF IODINE AS A STOMACHIC SEDATIVE. 



By Thomas T. Gaunt, M. D., of New York. 



The employment of iodine for. the relief of the vomiting of preg- 
nancy has been somewhat in vogue for a number of years. And 
while the success attending its use has been pointed out with 
more or less enthusiasm bv a number of observers, its exact value 
has never been establishedf, and so far as I have been able to ascer- 
tain, it is more often employed in actual practice, as a dernier 
resorty than as a remedy of much promise. 

Some three years ago I began using small doses of the com- 
pound tincture of iodine as a stomachic sedative, and have gotten 
such satisfaction from its employment, that I have thought the ap- 
pended cases might prove of possible interest to those in the meai- 
cal profession who seek for more reliable means of controlling 
persistent vomiting than the routine measures usually employed 
for the relief ot this most distressing symptom. So far as I have 
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l)een able to discover from a careful review of most of the stand- 
ard works, iodine has not been put upon record as of value for re- 
lieving other forms of vomiting than that of the pregnant state. 

The first occasion on which I used iodine as a stomachic seda- 
tive was in the following case : 

Case I. — A woman, aged 50 years, had been suffering for two 
hours from severe vomiting which accompanied an acute indiges- 
tion. I ordered her three drops of the compound tincture of io- 
dine, in a tablespoonful of water, every fifteen minutes until re- 
lieved. After taking the second dose the vomiting ceased, and 
before fifteen minutes more she was sleeping soundly. The fol- 
lowing morning^ she awoke without the slightest feeling of nau- 
sea and was able to eat a hearty breakfast with relish. 

I was so favorably impressed with the action of the remedy in 
this case that I decided to give it a further trial. The next suitable 
case which presented an opportunity fft investigating its value, 
was the following : 

Case II. — A woman, aged 43 years, had been suffering for a 
number of weeks from irregular rigors followed by a variable rise 
of temperature and profuse sweating. Annoying as these symp- 
toms were, she considered them trifling when compared with the 
constant nausea and frequent vomiting from which she also suf- 
fered, and for the relief of which I saw her in consultation. We 
ivere, at the time, unable to make a diagnosis as to her general con- 
<lition; but later, from the subsequent history, concluded that she 
w^as suffering from acute general miliary tuberculosis. Faithful 
efforts had been made to control the vomiting, both by a variety of 
drugs, and by so arranging her diet as might best conserve for the 
relief of this distressing symptom, which was depriving the 
patient of both food and sleep. I advised that she should be given 
five drops of the compound tincture of iodine every four hours 
This was done, and in less than thirty -six hours she was relieved 
of both nausea and vomiting. 

Following up these cases, in which iodine had given good re- 
sults, I began to give this remedy in a large number of cases "of 
vomiting from a great variety of causes. For example: I have 
used iodine in doses of from one to five drops, frequently admin- 
istered, for the vomiting of phthisis. During the past year I have 
employed it over fifty times, and find it to give better results than 
any other remedy that I have seen used for this purpose. The fol- 
lowing case is a fair example of the satisfaction which may be had 
from the use of small doses of iodine for relieving phthisical vom- 
iting. 

Case III. — A woman, aged 28 years, who had catarrhal phthi- 
sis which had advanced to the stage oi excavation, had for three 
weeks before I saw her, been suffering from almost constant vom- 
iting, having been unable to retain even the simplest nourishment 
during this time, in consequence of which she had grown very 
anaemic, emacia:ed rapidly, and her other general symptoms had 
become much aggravated. I ordered her to have two drops of the 
compound tincture of iodine every fifteen minutes until relieved. 
In less than two hours after taking the first dose the vomiting had 
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ceased, and when I saw her again, at the end of one week, she 
was eating fairly well, was able to be about with comfort, and was 
withal better than she had been for a number of weeks pre- 
viousl}'. 

This rapid checking of emesis, in a class of cases usually sa 
difficult to control, is a fair example of the power possessed by 
iodine in checking vomiting, and it is easy to infer therefrom the 
comfort afforded patients, and the satisfaction one gets from the 
use of this drug in the vomiting of phthisis. In fact 1 have found 
iodine, in small doses, to exercise such a particularly salutary influ- 
ence over phthisical vomiting, that I wish to record my belief that 
we have in it the most generally useful agent at our command for 
controlling this very distressing and obstinate symptom. 

I have been able to check the annoying vomiting sometimes 
seen in the following case : 

Case IV. — A woman, aged 35 years, who had been subject oc- 
casionally to attacks of hysteria about the menstrual epoch. Twa 
months previous to the present attack she had vomited for three 
weeks, commencing with the menstrual flow, and ending two- 
weeks before the next period. During this time she had been con- 
fined to bed, and given various remedies without relief. She 
finally recovered atter all medication had been discontinued. Six: 
weeks after this, she again began to menstruate, and shortly after 
to vomit profusely. I gave her two drops of the compound tinc- 
ture of iodine every half hour, from which she said she experi- 
enced great relief, and in less than forty-eight hours she ceased 
vomiting completely. 

We all know that conclusions based on the use of drugs in hys- 
terical women are, as a rule, fallacious, and I only cite this as one 
out of several cases of hysterical vomiting in which iodine has 
afforded me much satisfaction. 

The morning nausea and vomiting of drunkards, as well as the 
more persistent emesis, from which they often suffer after a pro- 
iDnged debauch, have, in my experience, yielded more readily to» 
small doses of iodine, than to any of the somewhat lengthy list 
from which selection is usually made. 

Case V. — A man, aged 45 years, who had been a hard drinker 
all his life, always after a prolonged indulgence suffered from an- 
noying vomiting for several days. He consulted me while suffer- 
ing from an attack of unusual severity. By giving him three 
drops of the compound tincture of iodine every hour, I was able 
to quickly stop his vomiting, and at the end of twenty-four hours 
he was feeling so well that he began again to drink as freely as 
before. 

The foregoing is the last one of a long series of similar cases,, 
and I cite it not as a striking illustration, but, because it has come 
under my care while writing this. 

The vomiting we so frequently meet with in severe cases of sep- 
ticaemia is very harassing to the patient, and renders the prog- 
nosis so much more grave, that it behooves us to check it as quickly^ 
as possible. I have had several cases of septicsemia under my 
charge during the past few months, and have oeen greatly pleased 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Record. 211 

with the control which small, frequently repeated doses of iodine 
seemed to exert over the symptom. 
The results in the following case were particularly gratifying. 

Case VI. — A woman, aged 30 years ; I was asked to take 
charge of this patient immediately after she had been operated on, 
and had her under my care for two weeks. The patient was suf- 
fering from phthisis, and had been jaundiced for six months before 
the operation was done. The operation consisted in a resection of 
the right ankle. The details of the case have no interest for us 
here ; suffice it to say, that, notwithstanding careful antiseptic 
treatment of the wound, the woman developed marked signs of 
septic poisoning, and before the end of a week had a temperature 
of 105^, and was rejecting everything swallowed. After trying 
to establish a tolerance of the stomach by a regulated diet and fail- 
ing, I gave her one drop of the compound tincture of iodine every 
fifteen minutes. In less than six hours I was able to control the 
vomiting, and by means of an occasional dose of iodine kept the 
irritability of the stomach perfectly in check. At the end ot the 
following week I delivered up the patient who was eating and 
sleeping well, with a temperature but slightly elevated and the 
wound doing finely. 

I feel conhdent, that h.id it not been for the iodine which checked 
the vomiting, the patient would have been shortly reduced to a 
condition of extreme prostration. For, judging by a large num- 
ber of cases of septicaemia which I have seen, we can have but 
slight hope of checking the vomiting from the use of the routine 
anti-emetic remedies. 

In the latter stages of chronic nephritis, where we so often en- 
counter troublesome attacks of vomiting, I have used small doses 
of iodine with good success. The benefit obtained is often lasting, 
but I now and again come across a case where the administration 
of iodine has to be kept up for a considerable time, and later i\sed 
whenever nausea and vomiting again supervene. 

Case VII. — A man, aged 55 years, has chronic diffuse nephritis^ 
and is suffering from almost constant nausea and vomiting. Gave 
him two drops of the compound tincture of iodine every four 
hours. This checked the vomiting and relieved the nausea. By 
taking an occasional dose of iodine whenever vomiting threatened 
he was able to keep the irritability of his stomach in abeyance. 

It would appear at first sight n doubtful expedient to give iodine 
in even comparatively small doses to patients with acute catarrhal 
gastritis. I have often given it in this condition, however, with 
the best satisfaction, as the following case may serve to illustrate. 

Case VIII. — A man, aged 50 years, suffering from acute ca- 
tarrhal gastritis. When I saw him he was having free, but some- 
what painful emesis. I gave him one drop of the compound tinc- 
ture of iodine every fifteen minutes, and had the pleasure of see- 
ing the vomiting stop after he had taken three or four doses of the 
medicine. 

But I do not intend to give examples of all the classes of cases 
in which I have used iodine as a stomachic sedative, for did I at- 
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tempt ihis, I should be obliged to far exceed the limits I have pro- 
posed for this paper. 

I will conclude with some half-dozen cases, chosen at random 
from a series of over one hundred cases of gastro-intestinal dis- 
turbance accompanied with vomiting which I have treated at the 
New York Dispensary, during the past summer, with drop doses 
of the compound tincture of iodine. The first case I will mention 
is one of gastritis with the following history. 

Case IX. — A child, aged 5 years, had been suffering with great 
pain in epigastrium and constant vomiting, with marked increase 
of temperature, for forty-eight hours before I saw him. The pain 
and vomiting had deprived the patient of rest, and together with 
the increased temperature and impossibility of retaining food, or 
even water, had caused him to emaciate rapidly. He was greatlj- 
prostrated when I was first called to see him. I ordered him one 
drop of the compound tincture of iodine every fifteen minutes, 
and instructed the mother to allow him a few drops of a mixture 
of equal parts of milk and lime-water, as soon as his stomach 
showed a tolerance of the iodine. At the end of two hours the 
medicine was retained, as was also the milk, which was given in 
small but increasing quantities, and at frequent intervals. This 
child went on to rapid convalescence, and had no return of the 
vomiting after it was at first checked by the iodine. 

I prefer the following form for administration — 

B Tincturae iodinii compositae »* viij-3 ss, 

Bismuthi subnitratis SJ-D j» 

^'y""»*' .• Uasiij. 

Aquse cmnamomi j ^ -^ 

Liquoris calcis, ad 5 ij- 

M. et Sig. Dose, one dessertspoonful. 

The mixture is to be well shaken up before being taken. Givo 
XI dessertspoonful every fifteen minutes until the vomiting ceases. 

It may be objected that the bismuth and lime-water are the ac- 
tive ingredients in this formula. That this is not true, any one may 
prove to his own satisfaction, by studying the effect of the com- 
pound tincture of iodine, when given in drop doses dissolved in 
pure water. I find, however, that by using the above combina- 
tion, the bismuth and lime-water help to allay the irritability of the 
stomach, and when they are given in conjunction with iodine, I 
think that the effect of the latter are more lasting, while the nau- 
sea is certainly controlled more quickly. Should intestinal dis- 
turbance also exist, the bismuth of course is still furtller advan- 
tageous. This prescription needs to be prepared anew every day, 
as the free iodine combines with the lime to form the iodide of 
calcium, on standing twelve hours. 

Or, what will be found more convenient, have the above formula 
put up but omit the iodine, which is to be kept in a separate bot- 
tle, and the requisite amount dropped in the dessertspoonful im- 
mediately before administration. — Ame your. Med, Science. 
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INTRA-UTERINE INJECTIONS IN THE TREATMENT 
OF PUERPERAL SEPTICAEMIA. 



By T. Gaillard Thomas, M. D., 

Clinical Professor of Gynecology In the College of Physicians and Sargeons, 

New York. 



The following case seems to me to illustrate what should be the 
accepted treatment of puerperal fever, or puerperal septicaemia, at 
the present day. The case was that of a lady in the higher walks 
of life whom I was called to see about a month ago, in consulta- 
tion by her physician, a man of wide experience. She was a pri- 
mipara, was taken in labor at four o'clock Sunday afternoon, and 
at nine o'clock in the evening was delivered of a female child, 
without any difficulty or assistance. Her physicians examined the 
external genitalia carefully, and found no tear whatever. The 
nurse was instructed to syringe out the vagina carefully the next 
daj with carbolized water, which she did. The first forty-eight 
hours passed by without any bad symptoms at all, but, on visiting 
her on Tuesday morning, the physician found a temperature of 
101** F., and in the evening it had risen to 102-5®. ^^^ "^^* morn- 
ing, the morning of the fourth day, the temperature was 103°, and 
the patient began to complain of ver) severe pain in the right iliac 
fossa. There had been no chill. At five o'clock in the afternoon 
the temperature was 106-5° in the mouth. The patient's appear- 
ance became wild, as of one who was about to have puerperal 
mania; the skin was hot, and she was crying out with pain, al- 
though she had received a good deal of morphine. 

Having now been called to see the patient, I took the tempera- 
ture in the mouth myself, and confirmed the record of her physi- 
cian, that it was 106-5**. The pulse was 145. Making a vaginal 
examination, I found a bilateral laceration of the cervix uteri ex- 
tending nearly up to the vaginal junction. Probably this exten- 
sive laceration partly accounted for the rapidity and the ease of the 
labor as occurring in a primipara. I urged that the uterus should 
be washed out with carbolized water at once, but her physician 
had never seen the method practiced, and was strongly prejudiced 
against it ; he finally consented only because it was apparent that 
unless something decided was done the patient would soon die. 
Using the Chamberlain tube and the Davidson syringe. Dr. Jones, 
and afterward Dr. McCosh, continued to wash out the uterus with 
carbolized water every four hours during the night, and the next 
morning the temperature was found to have sunk from 106-5° ^^ 
101°; the pulse had fallen from 145 to 120; the patient, who had 
been given opium quite freely during the night declared that she 
was very much relieved. Indeed, the relief had been so extraor- 
dinary that they began to believe that the danger was not real at 
all ; that some exceptional circumstance had occurred, and that 
there was no septicsemia. The uterus was now washed out at 
longer intervals, but at once the temperature went up to 102°, 103°, 
104°, and 105°, and the patient again began to look maniacal, llie 
uterus was now washed out every three hours, opium was freely 
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administered, ten grains of quinine were ^iven every eight hours, 
ice-water was passed through a coil of rubber tubing placed over 
the abdomen ; and as long as this treatment was kept up the tem- 
perature did not rise above ioi° or 102°; but so soon as they 
ceased to wash out the uterus the temperature at once rose to 104°, 
and at times to 105^. This fact was proved by repeated trials. 

After this treatment had been continued for ten days, a physician 
remaining with the patient day and night, giving the injections 
every three hours, and thirty grains of quinine during the course 
of the day, it was believed to be time to stop it ; but in less than 
twenty-four hours the temperature rose to 105°. I mention the 
amount of quinine which was being taken particularly, so as to 
prove positively that there was nothing of a malarial character in 
the case at all. 

On the sixteenth day after delivery, the tenth day after the com- 
mencement of the high temperature, the intervals between the 
uterine injections were extended from three hours to four, then 
to five, six, and seven hours, and finally they were discontinued 
altogether, and at the same time the administration of quinine was 
given up and the coiled tubing was taken ofi. Opium was con- • 
tinued in small doses for a while longer, and the patient recovered 
entirely. 

I wish to contrast this case with another which I saw just be- 
fore — that of a woman who had been recently delivered of her 
third child. When I was called to see the patient the temperature 
was 106°; she had been taken with violent pain in one iliac fossa, 
and had been put, five days before, pretty profoundly under the 
influence of opium, and a blister had been applied over the whole 
of the abdomen. Large doses of quinine had likewise been ad- 
ministered. When I saw the patient the use of intra- uterine in- 
jections was begun at once, but the patient lived only twenty-four 
hours, and died in a state of coma. 

It seems to me that the time has arrived when puerperal septi- 
caemia should be treated upon just as simple a plan as septicaemia 
of any other kind is, namely, by washing with some antiseptic 
fluid the surface where the disease originates — some fluid which 
will remove the poisonous material which is being absorbed, and, 
also, so far as possible, neutralize its poisonous qualities. In brief, 
I would say that puerperal septicgemia, with our present light on 
the subject, should be treated in the following manner: 

First, wash out the uterine cavity completely with some antisep- 
tic fluid ; second, quiet all pain by opium ; third, get the peculiar 
influence of quinine upon the nervous system ; and, fourth, keep 
the temperature, at all hazards, at- or below 100® by the methods 
which we now possess. 

Three years ago, at the American Gynaecological Society, which 
met in Baltimore, I took the ground which I take to-day regard- 
ing this subject, and only one gentleman in the entire society sup- 
ported my views. Every other member who spoke referred to 
the dangers of introducing air into the uterine sinuses during the 
injection, etc. But I believe that the dangers attending the use of 
the injections are counterbalanced by the benefits to be derived. 
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I do not think there is the least probability that air will be intro- 
duced if a tube of large size — as large as the finger — is used. But 
when a catheter is employed there is some danger of inserting it 
into a sinus and introc'ucing air and fluid together directly into the 
vessels. — N". IT, Med, your. 



DEATH FROM USE OF CHLOROFORM. 



By Hunter McGuire, M. D., 

£z-PreskleDt Medical Society of Vliglnla, formerly Professor of Surgery Medleal 
College of Virginia, etc., Richmond. 

Mrs. M., aet about 35, mother of six children, came to me Octo- 
ber 6, 18S2, with rupture of the perineurh, the laceration extending 
into the rectum. She was about the usual height, rather thin in 
ilesh, but healthy, and had never had any serious attack of sick- 
ness. Examination of heart and lungs revealed no sign of disease^ 
nor was there any indication of disease of any of the other organs 
of the body. 

On the 10th of October, the day appointed for the operation, she 
ate a simple breakfast; her bowels were moved by an aperient 
taken the night before, and at 9 and 1 1 o'clock she took five grains 
.of quinine. At 2 o'clock, when I entered the room, I found her 
^uite cheerful, and I thought with less than the usual apprehen- 
sion about the operation and the use of chloroform. She was in 
bed, in her loosely -fitting night-clothes, her head supported by one 
pillow. About one drachm of Scquibb's chloroform was poured into 
a napkm, folded into the shape of a cone, open at both ends, and the 
lady began to inhale it To avoid the danger of giving the vapor 
in too concentrated a form, the napkin at first was held several 
inches from the face, and gradually brought closer to her mouth 
and nose. She breathed the chloroform quietly, without choking, 
coughing or other resistance. Her face was turned towards me as 
I sat at the side of the bed, and she kept her eyes wide open, look- 
ing up into my face; the back of her right hand and arm lay across 
my knee, and I kept my finger on the pulse in this arm, noticing 
it carefully. Her wrist was thin, the artery prominent, and the 
pulsation distinct. I noticed at the time how clear, distinct and 
rather full the pulse was. As the day was warm, a window near 
the bed and a door opposite were opened. In the room with the 
patient and myself was Mrs. Jenkins, superintendent of the "Re- 
treat." Outside of the open door, in the hall, were two assistants, 
Drs. Hugh Taylor and Lewis Wheat 

After she had breathed the anaesthetic for about two minutes and 
was still conscious, the pupils of both eyes slowly dilated to two 
or three times their natural size. When I saw this, I spoke to her, 
and she answered me intelligently. While she was speaking, the 

fulse in the arm upon which I had my finger stopped suddenly, 
t did not flutter and gradually fail, but abruptly ceased. The last 
stroke was as full an:t distinct as those which preceded it A blow 
upon the heart would not have . stopped it more abruptly, so sud- 
den and complete was the cardiac paralysis, and this took place 
before she was under the influence of the chloroform and while 
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she was yet conscious. When the heart stopped the face became 
palid, some convulsive movements of the muscles of the face and 
neck occurred, spasmodic, not tetanic in character; dilatation of 
the pupils slightly increased, and respiration continued for some 
seconds after the pulse ceased beating at the wrist. At least 
twenty-five or thirty respirations occurred after the cardiac paraly- 
sis, but the breathing was irregular, convulsive and imperfect.. 
Fifteen or twenty seconds intervened between the first appearance 
of dilatation of the pupils and arrest of the heart's action. 

Nitrite of amyl, galvanism (both agents were close at hand), in- 
version of the body, and artificial respiration, kept up for an hour^ 
were employed, but were of no avail. — Va. Med, Monthly, 



OBSERVATIONS ON ECLAMPSIA. 



By H. L. W. Burritt, M. D. 



In the Compendium for January, the question of •'Acceleration 
of Puerperal (Convulsions (page 73) is stated to be an open one. I 
take it for granted that by a large majority of the profession the 
following propositions are considered axioms : 

1st. That bleeding /r^ re nata, as to quantity and according to- 
constitution and strength, is indispensable, and its neglect almost 
criminal. 

2d. That delivery the sooner the better is always the rule anrf 
not the exception, in all cases of eclampsia. 

3d. That bleeding being premised, delivery will end the con- 
vulsions after half an hour. 

4th. That delay is far more dangerous to the patient than the 
use of any means, manual or instrumental, to the end. 

Hence I cann<»t see any force in the foreign authority or state- 
ments, "that delivery does not, as a rule, exert a favorable :nflu^ 
ence on puerperal convulsions," and that statistics, as given by 
Dr. F. Schauta, are unreliable, as his own exceptions — relief or 
pressure, restoration to the normal state, safety to the child, all 
deny his facts as given. 

All experienced physicians have seen cases of convulsions in- 
women seven to eight months pregnant, where even after bleed- 
ing the convulsions persisted unt.l the os was forcibly dilated and 
the child turned and delivered, often with all the force of tractioi>. 
the attendant could use. I have seen thirteen of such cases with 
out any bad result to the mother. In one case there were four- 
teen convulsions, six after bleeding to eighteen ounces— seven and 
a half months— fourth child; weight, two pounds eight ounces — 
forcible dilatation— time, half an hour— only one spasm after loss, 
of consciousness — child now five years old. 

Turning is far preferable to the forceps, as there is no obstetri- 
cal instrument equal to, and no force so great, that can be used so 
safely, both in dilatation and extraction, as the thinking humai> 
hand; its power is sure, and it knows what it grasps, and it gives. 
confidence to the operator. The experience of over a hundred 
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cases justifies my opinion. Who ever heard of a case by a regular 
of injury to the mother where the hands were used alone ? Is it 
not true that ergot carefully used, rupture of the bag of waters, 
and bleeding followed, by early and forcible extraction, have saved 
more mothers and children in eclampsia than any other method ? 
Bleeding to save the brain, ergot as safety against the hemorrhage 
of chloroform, forcible extraction to relieve those terrible spasms^ 
immediate relief where an hour's delay may be fatal, and bleedings 
above all the anchor of safety — are not these now the established 
rules of the profession ? — Med. and Surg, Rep, 



HOW TO CURE A FELON. 



By J. M. Hole, M. D., Salem, Ohio. 

We have seen in various medical journals at different times, hovir 
to cure felons. We have never seen our cure published, and will 
give anybody fiftv dollars who will try our cure and it fails. Well> 
so far so good. Now for the cure: 

Take common sak, roast it on a hot stove until all the chlorine 
gas is thrown off*, or it is all dry as you can make it. Take a tear 
spoonful, and also a teaspoonful of pulverized Castile soap, add a 
teaspoonful of Venice turpentine, mix them well into a poultice 
and apply to the felon. If you have ten felons at once, make ajs 
many poultices. Renew this poultice twice a day. In four or ^we: 
days your felon will, if not opened before your poultice is first put 
on, present a hole down to the bone where the pent up matter 
was before your poultice brought it out. If the felonhas been cut 
open, or opened itself, or is about to take off* the finger to the first 
joint, no matter, put on your poultice, it will stop it right there, 
and in time your finger will get well, even if one of the first bones 
is gone. Of course, it will not restore the lost bone, but it will get 
well soon. Try it. — Peoria Med, Monthly, 

Treatment of Cerebrospinal Meningitis.— Prof. H. C. 
Wood, in a clinical lecture in the Medical Gazette, sums up as felt- 
lows: During the first three or four days in the strong and robust, 
leeches or cups may be applied to the temples or nape and upper 
part of the spine. Ice-bags are applied to the head and back of 
neck for the first days — in many for a week. To relieve headache,, 
restlessness and delirum bromide of potash is the best agent, gf. 
20 to 30 every three hours. Its efliicacy is increased by adding 
chloral (ten grain doses usually) or in those who cannot take 
chloral, tinct. hyosyami (drachm doses) in the hysterically inclined. 
If possible don't use opium, but sometimes it becomes necessary, 
as the remedies already named occasionally fail. The temperature 
is not apt to run over 104° (a very harmless height) in adults ex- 
cept at the close, and quinine is not indicated ; moreover, it has 
no effect in lowering the temperature ; if ths be an object, it is 
best done bycold affusions, cold and tepid baths, or the coldi 
pack. — Ex, 
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ABSTEAOTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Hot Water in Post-Partum Hemorrhage. — Dr. Parish, in a 
paper read before the Philadelphia County Medical Society (Med. 
Times) remarks : 

I come now to a remedy not so long in vogue, but one that has 
in my hands given most satisfaction. I refer to hot water. Free- 
ly injected into the uterus at a temperature of about 112*^ or 115® 
F., it is a very prompt excitant of uterine retraction. 

It will produce this eflect with greater promptness than will cold 
water or ice, and will bring about uterine condensation after ice 
has failed because of the patient's gr^at exhaustion. It should 
also be applied externally over the abdomen. I am in the habit 
of folding a towel as a fiat compress, saturating it with water as 
hot as my hands will possibly endure, and, squeezing out the re- 
dundant water, to apply the wet and hot towel on the abdomen, 
and then, placing my hand on the towel through it, to compress 
the uterus. The womb will be felt to harden promptly even when 
the same manoeuvre with iced water has previously not succeeded 
in obtaining condensation. The remedy may be rendered disin- 
fectant with permanganate of potash, carbolic acid, etc., or even 
more efficient in producing retraction by the addition of vinegar, 
though I have never seen this addition necessitated. Hot water 
controls bleeding from the placental site by securing with certainty 
prompt and complete condensation. It has no, or at least very 
little, influence in the formation of thrombi ; it washes out all clots 
and leaves the uterus clean ; it will secure* condensation after other 
agents have, by reason of the patient's exhaustion, failed ; it is 
operative when the patient is under ordinary etherization ; it con- 
trols bleeding from lacerations at the same time that it controls the 
loss of blood from the placental area ; it controls bleeding from the 
laceration by producing contraction of the vessels, and not by 
causing coagulation of the blood ; it is more invariably attainable 
than other agents, and can be had in all seasons and in all cli- 
mates. 

The water should be hot enough — as hot as the hand, or, better, 
the uncovered arm, can endure. This degree of heat is not usu- 
ally painful to the patient, excepting to a limited extent at the ex- 
ternal genitals. There is no shock resulting from its use ; it is a 
remedy against shock. It is followed by an increased feeling of 
comfort It will regulate irregular uterine contraction by stimu- 
lating the entire body into contraction, and will thus check bleed- 
ing when superinduced by paralysis of the placental area. It is 
valuable in the prevention of hemorrhage in "bleeders," or in any 
case in which there is reason to expect undue loss of blood. 

Of all the remedies directed towards the stopping of post-par- 
tum hemorrhage, hot water thus combines the maximum of 
promptness and certainty with the minimum of noxiousness to the 
patient. 

To summarize very briefly the line of management, I would say, 
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as soon as the child is born, secure, with the hand over the abdo- 
fiien, retraction about the placenta ; if hemorrhage occurs, express 
the placenta and continue with the hand externally to eflect re- 
traction. If the bleeding does not promptly stop, inject hot water 
in considerable quantities into the cavity of the uterus. While the 
injection is being effected, apply or have applied at the same time 
a hot wet compress over the abdomen, and, by a hand placed on 
this compress, make firm pressure on the uterus. Ergot should be, 
as soon as possible, injected, hypodermically, but the above meas- 
ure should take precedence in time of application: 

[R Ergotin , i^ ofrains. 

Water oj4 drachms, 

Glycerin 6j4 drachms. 

Dose, one drachm 'hypodermically. — Ed. Rec] 

In post-partum hemorrhage dependent upon a laceration of a 
cancerous cervix, I have had of late, no opportunity to use the hot 
"Water. In such a laceration it should be employed ; but if the 
bleeding is not quickly controlled, a piece of cloth saturated with 
Monsel's solution (sol. persulphate of iron) should be pressed with 
the fingers against the bleeding surfaces. In post-partum bleed- 
ing following placenta praevia I have not used hot water, but 
should expect its favorable action. In one such case, swabbing 
the placental area around the internal os with Monsel's solution 
acted so promptly in preventing death that I should prefer at once 
to resort to this remedy in such cases. I should never make an 
application of Monsel's solution by way of merely preventing 
hemorrhage even in cancer of the neck, nor in placenta praevia ; 
for bleeding after labor is not an invariable accompaniment of 
■either of these conditions.. 

There are not a few minor adjuvants in the treatment of post- 
-partum hemorrhage, such as the compression of the aorta, lower- 
ing the head, admitting fresh air, etc., which are more or less valu- 
able, but which do not demand discussion in this paper. 

In cerebral anaemia following an excessive loss of blood, the 
hypodermic injection of stimulants — whisky, ether, etc. — is of very 
special value, as absorption in syncope from the stomach is very 
slow or in total abeyance. 

Small doses of an opiate in filling the cerebral vessels, diminish 
«hock, and quiet restlessness. 

DISCUSSION ON DR. PARISH'S PAPER. 

Dr. William T. Taylor paid that he had, during the earlier years 
of his practice, been afraid to introduce the hand into the uterus ; 
it was considered dangerous ; for it was a kind of noli me tangere^ 
whose cavity must not be invaded. He had, however, changed 
his mind, and now regarded the hand as really the first thing 
which was commonly "on hand" for use in post-partum hemor- 
rhage and other troubles. For, if the child had recently passed 
through the os uteri, it was not generally so much contracted but 
that the hand could be conveniently and carefully introduced in 
order to remove the cause of the hemorrhage, clots, etc., and then, 
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by pressure externally, the uterus will contract and expel the hand^. 
when the hemorrhage will cease. 

Dr. Ludlow inquired whether Monsel's solution produced a true- 
coagulation. He thought it was rather a carbonization. He woulA 
like Dr. Smith to state whether he knew of any death resulting- 
from the use of the iron hasmostatics, particularly Monsel's solu- 
tion, the only one he had used. He had been one of the first to- 
use MonsePs solution in these cases, and had used it often, hy 
mean^ of a special instrument of his own make, there being no- 
other at that time to be had, and never had any trouble. Dr. 
Parish himself, in the paper, had spoken of it as a last resort. 
Why last resort ? He recalled a case where a patient had been 
bleeding for some time, and in which ergot, ice, and other methods 
had failed. He had never used Monsel's salts in so recent a case- 
before (this, it must be noted, was before hot water was suggested), 
but he used it here with success. He would not use it always, of" 
course, but was not afraid of the kind of coagulation produced, 
which he believed to be a direct chemical change by the haemo- 
static upon the blood. Our chemists can soon determine this. Be- 
sides, by the most of means u.sed coagulation is produced. 

Dr. Ludlow said that he was aware that deaths had occurredi 
from the use of Monsel's salt, but he had referred in his question, 
only to its use, as Dr. Barnes had advised, after the uterus had been 
emptied. It was only under such circumstances be used it. He- 
very soon found that it would not permanently stop the flowing of" 
blood when even the small papilloma, not larger than a usual 
wart, existed in the uterus. The abuse of an article, or a wrongs- 
mode of using it, or the unskillful performance of an operation, is 
no argument at all against its proper use. He advised Dr. Smith, 
to try the iron haemostatics and report the result. Dr. Ludlow said, 
that he could detail numerous cases of hemorrhage controlled by 
iron haemostatics when every other means had failed. It is dirt3% 
undoubtedly ; but that can be no objection when life is involved.. 

Dr. Wm. S. Stewart was an advocate of the use of iron. He- 
had not seen any bad results from it. He never allowed the clot& 
to remain, but as soon as the patient had reacted he removed the * 
clots and syringed the uterine cavity, repeating this latter opera- 
tion for several days. He was glad to learn that this system of ' 
syringing had been adopted at the Woman's Hospital. The use 
of iron and hot water will be rarely necessary if labor is properly 
conducted and not ha.^tened ; but no clot« or shreds must be al- 
lowed to remain. If we carelessly pass over these, we will have 
profuse hemorrhage, which will require strong treatment. We 
should explore the uterus thoroughly, examining to the fundus. If^ 
the nails are trimmed and the hands clean, no injury will be done. 
He had sometimes been obliged actually to scrape off the placenta^, 
but had seen no harm result 

Dr. Hewson had recently seen Dr. J. Marion Sims perform the- 
operation of incision of the os uteri, and, suspecting that the cir- 
cular vessels might be wounded, Dr. Sims had used cotton satu- 
rated with dilute tincture of chloride of iron, one part to four, andi 
packed it well into the vagina, back of the cervix. The applica— 
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Ition was considered on the occasion by Dr. Sims the best antisep- 
■tic and styptic. t 

Dr. Blackwood agreed with Dr. Parish's advice to reta-n the 
placenta fifteen or twenty minutes. He thought that the vessels 
-of the placental site are filled with clots. He had made a post- 
mortem examination of the body of a woman who had died of 
pulmonary hemorrhage just after the third stage of labor, and he 
had found the uterine vessels filled with clots. He did not think 
that the hand, if carefully introduced into the uterine cavity, could 
do harm. He often did it, placing the other hand at the same time 
on the abdomen. In treating hemorrhage, he had used vinegar 
.tand lemon-juice, but did not like ice. Hot water is the remedy, 
hut in one case he had seen decided shock from its use. He did 
flot believe in iron. 

Dr. Welch thought that Dr. Parish had overestimated the dan- 
'^ger of introducing the hand into the uterus, which is always 
:greatly relaxed and offers but little resistance to such introduction. 
It is necessary to insert the hand in order to discover the cause of 
the hemorrliage. If it results from laceration, that condition can 
be recognized, and if the uterus contain clots we can turn them 
out. The late Dr. Charles D. Meigs used to insist upon this -both 
in his lectures and his writings. 

Dr. Welch wished to emphasize the advantage in the use of 
•vinegar. He had seen a caseot post-partum hemorrhage in which 
'the bleeding had b^en very extensive ; the color of the lips had 
•even been lost, and the patient could only speak in a whisper. 
The hand was introduced and the clots turned out, but this did no 
-good. Ice was also uzed, without effect. The patient was so far 
^onc that she did not even feel the ice within the uterus. A clean 
white rag was saturated with vinegar and introduced, and in an 
instant the uterus contracted. The patient rallied, and no further 
/liemorrhage occurred. — Med, Times. 

Clinical Notes on Opium Addiction. — Dr. J. B. Mattison, 
♦{Soc. Co. of Kings) reports : 

G. H., physician, aet. 42; ten years addiction; daily taking, iSgrs. 
''morphia, hypodermically; cause, peritonitis; effects, bowel torpor 
— for years «o evacuation without enemas; vesical and sexual de- 
bility, anorexia, indigestion, hemorrhoids — the hemorrhage some- 
times profuse, naental depression, muscular weakness and emacia- 
tion; in general, a wreck-like state of mind and body. On admis- 
sion was pallid and weak. Tonic regime, exclusively — strychnine, 
•iron and digitalis, with generous diet for ten days. Morphia then 
reduced to six grains without discomfort. Sedative treatment se- 
-cured desired effect, and entire opiate withdrawal in eight days. 
During afternoon of last day's habituation — the final dose being 
•one-thirdof a grain — had severe headache, of limited duration, re- 
iieved by hot sitz bath and cold to the head. Moderate restless- 
ness followed, subsiding in 48 hours. No other symptom of note. 
1^0 vomiting; no diarrhoea. Patient made an astonishingly rapid 
recovery, and was dismissed, cured, on 'the thirty -first day of his 
^special treatment 
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Later, per letter, he says: "Do you ask, 'does the old enemy even 
assert power, and tempt me to the hypodermic ?' Most gladly car* 
I answer, no ! There is not the least physical desire for morphia !"" 
Still further testimony to his radical recovery is his present active- 
pursuit of his calling. 

The therapeutics of these cases included bromide of sodium, hot 
baths, electricity — both galvanic and faradic currents, atropia, 
strychnia, hyoscyamia, quinia, chloral, coca, cannabis indica, Ja- 
maica dogwood, varied tonics, full feeding, and cheerful sur- 
roundings. 

To note these in detail requires some preliminary reference to- 
the morbid condition they are intended to relieve. The sympto^ 
matology of opium abandonment, in our opinion, relates to an ex- 
alted activity of the spinal cord manifested in varied reflex irrita- 
tions. To this are attributable the aches, pains, vomiting, purging, 
collapse and horrible discomfort, in general, which follow entire- 
and abrupt withdrawal of a long accustomed opiate. If this be 
correct, it is also correct to assert that any drug able to control this 
over-action must prove potent for good in treatment. Such we- 
have in the bromides. Their power to subdue reflex irritation is 
known to all, and in no disorder is this more happily proven thaiv 
in the one to which we refer. 

A special and original application of this power is what we- 
term preliminary sedation^ which consists in the giving of the 
bromide for a time /r«(?r to entire opiate withdrawal — meanwhile 
gradually reducing the accustomed narcotic — so that at the time- 
ot maximum spinal irritation we have maximum bromide sedation, 
and the one counteracts and controls the other. 

We use, exclusively, bromide of sodium. It has two leading 
advantages. Saving bromide of lithium, it contains the largest 
proportion of bromine, which is the active factor, and it is less 
unpleasant than any other, never, in our experience, causing gas- 
tric trouble. Minor points in its favor are, lessened tendency to 
digestive and muscular impairment, and cutaneous irritation. 

We use it in full doses — 60 grains, increased to 100 or 120 — in 
eight ounces of water, twice daily, at twelve hour intervals, and 
continue it from five to ten days, or even longer — average time,, 
one week — the extent of its giving, both amount and duration, de- 
pending entirely on the peculiarities of each case, before and dur- 
ing treatment. 

Hot baths, no* to 112°, are the most efficient agent at command* 
to relieve and remove the peculiar restlessness which is an invari- 
able sequel of opiate abandonment. They are given often as re- 
quired, ten to twenty minutes duration. Their efficacy is some- 
times enhanced by a short douche or shower. 

Electricity is used as a tonic and sedative. The galvanic cur- 
rent we often employ from the outset, and, after abandonment^ 
find it useful as a general restorative and remover of local pains. 
For the muscular debility following withdrawal, nothing, in our 
experience, equals general faradization — 10 to 20 minute seances 
daily. The sense of. exhilirating comfort resulting is often very- 
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decided. Occasionally it is used twice daily, and, very exception- 
ally, it is not at all acceptable. 

Atropia is used in initial doses of 1-120 gr., hypodermically 
ter die — or its equivalent by the mouth — and pushed until it 
produces systematic effects — dry throat and disturbed vision. — 
This has never required a dose exceeding 1-40 of a grain. 

Strychnia is given in subcutaneous doses of 1-30 of a gr., thrice 
daily, and continued, in some form, throughout treatment. 

Hyoscyamia, in our experience, has proven itself the nearest ap- 
proach to morphia of any alkaloid yet presented. We use Merck's 
amorphous^ in the dose of one- sixth of a grain hypodermically, and 
have known it, repeatedly, to produce steady sleep of several 
hours' duration. 

Quinia is used for a two-fold purpose — tonic and sedative. As 
the former, in two grain doses, three or four times daily, through- 
out treatment. As a sedative, in 20 grain doses, given a few hours 
in advance of the restlessness following withdrawal, and repeated 
at 12 to 24 hour intervals, as required. Thermometric observation 
proves its power to control the rise in temperature noted after 
opiate abandonment. Subsequently, it is sometimes given as a 
soporific, and its efficacy, in this respect is, to us, beyond dis- 
pute. 

During the first three or four days after opiate discontinuance, 
chloral fails of its usual effect, and we never employ it. We have 
not noted the excitement, stated by Levenstein, but, simply, that it 
does not induce sleep. Subsequently, as a hypnotic, it answers 
every purpose, and is given — usually combined with a bromide or 
hyoscyamus — as long as may be required. W^e use Squibb's make, 
in decided doses, our experience being that a single full dose is 
j preferable to one small and frequently repeated. When accept- 

I able to the stomach it is often kindly received, per rectum, same 

I dose as by the mouth, in an ounce or half ounce of warm mu- 

I cilage. 

Cocoa, though far from being what some theoretical enthusiasts 
have claimed, is a sti^mulant of value, and as such fills a place in 
treatment. We use Squibb's extract, in half^ounce doses, fre- 
quently repeated after the opiate withdrawal. 

Cannabis indica, in some respects, is an efficient substitute for 
opium. It relieves pain and brings sleep, though often causing a 
mild, harmless intoxication. After a trial of various preparations, 
foreign and domestic, we prefer the fluid extract ma'^e by Squibb. 
It must be given in large doses, the ordinary dose of the books 
being of no avail whatever. 

Jamaica dogwood is a somewhat uncertain anodyne and sopo* 
rific, yet worthy of trial to relieve the neuralgic sequelae of opium 
addiction. We give it in full ounce doses. 

Varied tonics include iron, arsenic, digitalis and cod-liver oil. 
The first two if anemic. Digitalis after the sedative treatment, as 
a tonic and also diuretic, to eliminate the bromine. Cod-liver oil 
is a particularly valuable roborant, possessed of special nutrient 
properties to repair the wear and tear of prolonged narcotic ad- 
diction. We prefer Moller's plain oil and Phillips emulsion. 
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During the first two days of opium abstinence, patients are best 
■restricted to a diet of milk and lime-water, in small amounts, often 
irepeated. After that, full feeding is allowed and encouraged to 
•the largest extent consistent with gastric comfort. 

Ulceration of the Os Uteri. — A writer in American Medi- 
'Cal Journal, June, 1883, says : 

**When we suspect that a woman is suftering from ulceration of 
the uterus, we propose an examination and forthwith make it, it 
permitted. We use one of Staufer's speculums, with hollow bulb 
conductor, stem and check wheel. These speculums are easily in^ 
troduced, and when in place the vaginal portion of the uterus is 
^well exposed and readily examined. 

If we find an ulcerated os, we make the required local applica- 
tion through this same speculum, as follows : R S. H. Kennedy's 
concentrated aqueous extract of pinus canadensis (dark), one tea- 
spoonful; warm water, one tablespoonful. M. Saturate a wad of 
cotton batting with this solution, and while the speculum is in 
place, introduce the satur.^ted cotton through it. That the medi- 
cated cotton may be placed firmly upon the ulcerated and in- 
flamed OS, we put the hollow bulb conductor into the speculum, 
and with this we push the cotton entirely through the speculum^ 
and against the uterus. We now carefully withdraw the instru- 
ment, leaving the medicated cotton in place. This application 
may be repeated daily, and after a few times the patient can intro- 
duce the speculum and apply the medicine without assistance. As 
improvement takes place the solution can be made weaker. 

For making such examination and application, no speculums 
e.qual these. And for local treatment, in such cases, nothing^ 
equals S. H. Kennedy's concentrated aqueous extract of pinus 
canadensis. Richardson & Co., of this city (St. Louis) furnish it 
in either form required, dark or white. 

It is astonishing how rapidly vaginal and uterine inflammation 
•subside under this plan of treatment. Tender parts grow less sen- 
sitive, itchings and smartings are relieved, prolapsus disappears in 
many cases, leucorrheas are cured, and a general change for the 
better is enjoyed. 

Bovine Virus Disapproved. Dr. Varian, in Medical and 

Surgical Reporter, in an address before the Medical Society of 
Pennsylvania, says : 

The uncertainty of the action of animal virus, and the frequent- 
ly recurring necessity for its renewal, I found wearisome and dis- 
-couraging. The brief period which elapsed after a successful vac- 
cination before the subject became susceptible to a re-vaccination 
Argued a weak prophylactic power, which argument was not weak- 
ened by the occasional occurrence of varioloid shortly after a sue- 
•cessful vaccination. But I still persevered, for I felt it my duty to 
•give my patients what was considered the purest and best means 
•of prophylaxis that could be obtained. Still I could not but feel 
that the entire failure of at least thirty per cent, of all my primary 
vaccinations was discouraging, and the necessity of going over 
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Ihe same ground again and again was, to speak mildly, monot- 
onous. 

During the winter of 1881 and 1882, small-pox was epidemic, 
and its loathsome wave rolled over the entire country. Almost 
every individual in my section demanded vaccination, and it was 
necessary to obtain material from every source of supply within 
my reach. The result in many cases was the production of an un- 
healthy and poisonous sore, often phagadaenic. and always in- 
flammatory, which gave great trouble and frequently took weeks 
to heal. These cases all suffered from severe systemic disturbance, 
which in some cases was not without danger to life. When final- 
ly healed, the cicatrix in some cases became the feeat of an erec- 
tile tumor which resisted all measures of destruction, -and was 
finally removed by extirpation with the knife. Had this experi- 
ence been personal to myself alone, it would have proved disas- 
trous to my practice and reputation ; but it was a common experi- 
•ence to all practitioners in my neighborhood ; and the universality 
of the misfortune was our protection from public reprobation. An 
'experience of nearly thirty years use of humanized virus had 
•shown me that it possessed great protective power against variola, 
together with certainty of action, and freedom from such effects 
as above described. Less than ten years' use of animal virus has 
led me to believe that it is uncertain in its action, that its protec- 
tive power is not so lasting, and that at times it was not free from 
ti liability to produce disastrous effects. I have strong doubts 
-whether any protection from variola has been obtained in those 
'Cases wherein the inflammatory sore above described was pro- 
•duced ; but I have no doubt whatever, that it would now be difli- 
-cult, if not impossible, to induce the sufferers to submit themselves 
to another vaccination. So far as I have collected the testimony 
of the medical men in my vicinity, their experience has been simi- 
lar to my own, and their faith in animal virus has received a rude 
shock. 

New Remedy for Syphilis. — The Medical Times and Ga- 
zette, January 6, 1883, says that Prof. Liebreich brought forward, 
at the last meeting but one of the Berlin Medical Society, a new 
drug for the treatment of syphilis by the subcutaneous method. 
This drug rejoices in the name of hydrargyrum furmidatum, and, 
is, therefore, merely a different form of the old cure for syphilis. 
The mode of its preparation was not stated ; chemically, it be- 
longs to the amide group, in whose structure the monovalent ami- 
•dogen (NH2 ) plays an important part. Liebreich was led to 
think of this new preparation from the notion that the ordinary 
amides of the body, of which ure^ may be regarded as the princi- 
pal one, pass out of the organism in an undecomposed state ; 
when, however, an amide is in combination with a metal, decom- 
position readily occurs, and the metal is reduced and deposited. 
Liebreich repeated his experiments before the Society, and showed 
that these conjectures were quite true for the metal mercury. It 
is supposed, therefore, that the formamide of mercury, after the 
hypodermic injection, undergoes disintegration ; and so the mer- 
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cury is set free, and is able to exert its well-known power over the 
lesions of syphilis. 

The preparation is easily soluble in water, is of neutral reaction, 
does not coagulate albumen, is not precipitated by caustic soda^ 
and the presence of mercury can be demonstrated by means of 
sulphide of potassium. The diug, when injected under the skin, 
produces its effects very surely and rapidly. This is not regarded 
as a disadvantage, for the medicine is said to be easily borne, and 
has never produced salivation in Liebreich's hands. There is very 
little pain attendant on the injection, which has never excited any 
inflammation. From a half to a whole of a Pravaz syringeful (a 
one per cent, watery solution) may be injected twice or thrice 
daily. Liebreich looks on the preparation as the best we yet have 
for subcutaneous injection. — Med, and Surg. Rep, 

A Five-Franc Piece Swallowed. — Dr. Pixley, in Medical 
and Surgical Reporter, says : 

Miss Ellen S., aged i7, single, came to me for treatment in Sep- 
tember, 1S74, wlfen the following facts were elicited : During a 
scuffle with a friend over the possession of a five-franc piece, she 
placed it in her mouth for safe-keeping, and inadvertantly swal- 
lowed it. The coin lodged at the cardiac orifice of the stomachy 
giving her much pain, nausea and vomiting. The patient cagie to 
my ofl^ce about 'three hours after the accident, and I saw at once that 
I could not extract the coin ; I therefore took a probang and pushed 
it into the stomach, employing considerable force in the operation. 
Vomiting of blood together with the contents of the stomach, at 
once followed, and continued at intervals for eighteen days, at- 
tended by emaciation and loss of strength and appetite. 

Often during this time, whenever the coin changed its poisition^ 
she would fall insensible, as though struck in the stomach by some 
instrument. The young lady frequently remarked that she '*could 
nearly vomit up the money," and expressed the thought that it 
could be more easily done if the stomach were filled to repletion. 
She accordingly filled her stomach to its fullest capacity with pan- 
cakes, and made ready to try the experiment. The first attempt 
was successful, the coin being ejected with such force as to knock 
out the two upper incisor teeth, and to loosen one bi-cuspid so- 
much that it soon fell out. Large quantities of blood,' mixed with 
the contents of the stomach, were thrown up, and the digestive 
power was greatly impaired. This condition of affairs lasted 
twelve months ; and during the first three months it was with great 
difficulty that food of any kind could be retained in the stomach. 
Up to this time the action of the stomach showed ulceration, by 
the vomiting of blood and pus. These attacks of vomiting became 
less frequent and severe, and at the end of six months the patient 
seemed in a fair way to recover, and is now (1883) well. 

Corrosive Sublimate. — The Medical Press & Circular, Janu- 
3''y 3*1 ^883, says that this powerful drug, whose virtues as an an- 
tiseptic were first made known to the world by R. Koch, is now 
coming rapidly into use. Tarnier employs it freely in his mater- 
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nity hospital. Every attendant on entering the labor wards must 
wash the hands and arms in a solution of corrosive sublimate (i in 
1,000). The patient's genitals are bathed in a solution of the 
strength of i in 2,000 ; this is also the strength required for vaginal 
injections. He appears to be well pleased with the results. 

Billroth has also been employing it as a surgical dressing in a 
case of suspected anthrax. A patient admitted into the hospital 
had been in attendance on a sick ox, from the rectum of which he 
had removed masses of coagulated blood, passing the handfdeeply 
into the cavity. Afterwards pustules made their appearance on 
the dorsum of the hand. It was this condition of the hand, with 
the attendant history, that led Billroth to a trial of corrosive sub- 
limate, apparently of the strength of i in 5,000 No fever had set 
in alter several days' employment of the antiseptic. — Med, and 
Surg, Rep, 

Treatment of Delirium Tremens. — Death, no doubt, in deli- 
rium tremens arises from the want of sleep, but the want of sleep 
arises from want of nourishment. So says Dr. F. P. Atkinson, in 
The Practitioner, January, 1883. He recommends half a tin of 
Brand's liquid essence of beef and half a pint of milk to be taken 
alternately every two hours, and all stimulants to be cut off. 
Twenty-five grains of chloral, with thirty minims of compound 
tincture of cardamon in an ounce of water, every four hours, after 
the beef tea, will be useful. By this treatment, the patient is gen- 
erally free from delusions in thirty-*«ix hours ; but good strong 
liquid food should be taken less frequently for several days. When 
there have been from ten to twelve hours more or less continuous 
sleep, then it is advisable to give up the chloral, and give thirty 
minims of the compound tincture of gentian with five minims of 
the tincture of nux vomica three times a day for about three 
days. This restores the tone of the nervous system and stomach, 
and creates an appetite. A little tincture of euonymin may next 
be substituted for the nux vomica, and some Carlsbad salt may be 
given in the morning when required. — Med, and Surg, Rep, 

Confidential Communications. — ^The' Northwestern Law 
Reporter reports the following decision of interest to physicians, 
since it involves the question whether information obtained by a 
physician from a patient, orally or from observation, must be dis- 
closed on the witness-stand. The 'decision was given by the Su- 
preme Court of Missouri. The law declares that "he shall be in- 
competent to testify concerning any information acquired by him 
from any patient whom he may be attending in a professional 
character, and which information was necessary to enable him to 
prescribe as a physician or operate as a surgeon." It was claimed 
that this statute referred only to what had been obtained from the 
patients verbally. The court held that, from the nature of the 
case, the result of the physician's observations were comprised 
under the term information, and that any other view would be 
destructive of the confidential relations of physician and patient. 
— Gaillard's Med, your. 
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Removal of Warts.— Dr. Unna, of Hamburg, (Monatschrift 
Prakt. Dermat, 3, 1882), had a young girl under his charge, whose 
dorsal surfaces of both hands were the seat of over a hundred 
warts, daily more making their appearance. He made on gauze 
tissue a plaster mass, which contained lo.o grm. arsenic and 5.0 
grm. of mercury. This was kept on during the night. Two 
weeks later all the warts had disappeared and the healthy skin 
was seen. The cure here is not established by necrosis and drop- 
ping off of the excrescences, but like nature's spontaneous cure, by 
absorption. 

We ourselves used to make cauterization our main treatment for 
the removal of condylomata. A year ago, a patient came to us, 
who, besides suflering from icterus, due to catarrhal inflammation 
of the bile ducts, was affected with condylomata also. As the 
latter were very large, preventing the prepuce from being drawn 
forward, their removal was desirable. Tliey gave rise to an an- 
noying itching and to a fetid odor. Not wishing to operate on 
them while the patient still had the jaundice, we told him to dust 
the parts daily with — 

R Hydrarg. muriat. mit 3 j, 

Acid borac. pulver gi"- x. 

M. Fiat pulvis. 

And were not a little astonished to find, three weeks later, not a 
sign of them left. They were all absorbed. Since then we have 
often had occasion to use this powder, and invariably with the 
same good success. — Med, and Surg. Reporter, 

Eucalyptus Globulus. — Dr. Smith (Medical Tribune) in re- 
porting an obstinate case of intermittent fever, says : 

I had read ot the virtues of the eucalyptus globulus, in just such 
cases, and I resolved to test the medicine upon this patient. In 
.Mccordance with this resolution I wrote the following prescrip- 
tion : 

R Fluid ext. eucalyptus globulus • .) 

Glycerine V aa 5 iv. 

Simple syrup ) 

M. Sig. One teaspoonful once in four hours. 

She had no fever or perspiration after the first dose. I ordered 
her to continue the medicine until all was used. She was soon 
restored to her usual health. This prescription permanently cured 
her. 

I soon had another opportunity of clinically testing the curative 
power of. this medicine. 

I was called in council to see a woman suffering with typho- 
malarial fever. The patient was 75 years of age, and had been 
under treatment for four weeks. At the time I first saw her she 
was greatly emaciated. The pulse was no; temperature, 104; no 
appetite, headache, with extreme prostration. The fever was of 
the remittent type. I learned from her physician that all the usual 
anti-malarial, anti-periodic and fever remedies had been given her 
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without any marked benefit. The disease was complicated with a 
congested condition of the lungs, cough, shortness of breath, etc. 
I advised an expectorant for the cough, when troublesome, and ten 
drops of the fluid extract of eucalyptus globulus to be given once 
in four hours, with the recommendation that it be increased one 
('rjp daily until fifteen drops had been reached, and then to con- 
tinue it at that. 

I met her physician daily, and watched the patient closely. The 
fever gradually subsided, and at the end of one week it had en- 
tirely disappeared. The patient rapidly convalesced. The attend- 
ing physician and myself agreed that the cure was chiefly to be at- 
tributed to the eucalyptus given. I have treated many cases of 
different forms of fever with this remedy with like results. With 
these remarks upon the comparatively new remedy in fever, and 
thanking you for your patience in listening to the contents of this 
paper, I will close. 

A Foreign Body in the Air-Passages. — Dr. A.E. Benthall, 
in British Medical Journal, relates a case which is of interest from 
the length of time the body was retained. 

The patient, a strong, healthy man, had been shooting with a 
blow-pipe and dart, and when he was about to blow the dart from 
the tube, coughed suddenly, and by the force of the inspiration the 
dart was drawn into the mouth. The patient thought he had 
swallowed it, but Dr. Benthall, from the history of the case, etc., 
concluded it was lodged in the right bronchus. The dart was 
made of a strong needle two inches in length, around the blunt 
end of which a quantity of worsted was wrapped, sufficient to fit 
the half-inch calibre of the blow -pipe tube. For two days slight 
pain in the region of the bronchus was experienced, and a little 
cough with expectoration streaked with blood. 

The third day he had a violent fit of coughing with slight 
haemoptysis. He remained very quiet for a fortnight, but upon 
resuming work had violent fits of coughing every three or four 
days with slight haemoptysis and a taste of worsted in his mouth. 
This continued at intervals for eight months, when a violent fit of 
coughing brought up the thick end of the needle with some of the 
worsted still attached to the eye, together with a little blood. The 
piece of needle about an inch in length he extracted himself from 
the roof of his mouth. Six hours after a similar fit of coughing 
brought up the point of the needle. The needle had rusted com- 
pletely through the middle. — Chicago Med, Review, 

[In a case which fell into our hands last summer of a water* 
melon seed in the larynx of a child, a wheezing and difficult respi- 
ration continued for a period of fiwQ weeks, when in a violent fit 
of coughing it was ejected ; and this will probably happen in a 
majority of cases wherein the foreign body is not too large to be 
tolerated. If the patient can breathe reasonably well the surgeon 
may often trust the case to nature, being ready, however, for 
prompt action in case of emergency. — Ed. Rbc] 
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Diagnosis of Consumption. — ^The following is the closing 
paragraph of a paper by Drs. Gradle and Woltmann on " The 
Diagnosis of Consumption by Means of the Microscope," read not 
long ago before the Chicago Medical Society, and giving a general 
review of the facts hitherto known, with the results of their own 
investigations — 

The invariable conclusions from our own work, as well as that 
of other observers, are that every case of pulmonary tuberculosis 
can be diagnosed by means of microscopic examination of the 
sputum, even before the clinical examination reveals it with cer- 
tainty; and that when repeated proper examination of the sputum 
fails to show the bacillus tuberculosis, pulmonary tuberculosis does 
not exist. To speak with certainty in any case requires, of course, 
that the observer should have familiarized himself with the meth- 
ods and possess the proper appliances. Our success has been so 
invariable, that we feel confident enough to challenge the society 
to produce a case of tuberculosis in which we cannot demonstrate 
the bacilli. — Pop, Set, News, 

Fistula Ani. — Demure, in Wien. Med. Woch., records the case 
of a child, eight days old, with a very long and deep fissure of the 
anus. It caused great pain, and bled freely each time the bowels 
were moved. The irritation from the fissure produced chorea. 
The sore was dried carefully and painted freely with a mixture of 
I part iodoform, 4 parts balsam of tolu, and 20 parts ether. The 
ether evaporates and leaves the tolu as an insoluble varnish con- 
taining the iodoform. Complete recovery took place in eleven 
days. — Can. Jour. Med. Sc, Dec. 

Volta Prize. — ^This prize of $10,000. instituted by a decree of 
June II, 1882, will be awarded in 1887 for a discovery which will 
render electricity effective and economical, as a source of heat or 
light, or of chemical action, or mechanical power, or a means of 
transmitting dispatches, or treating invalids. Any one may com- 
pete up tojfune 30, 1887. The examining commission will be ap- 
pointed by the French Minister of Public Instruct! jn. — Maryland 
Med. your. 

Quinine Amaurosis.— The characteristic features are : i. To- 
tal blindness after taking a large quantity of quinine ; 2. Pallor of 
the optic disks' ; 3. Marked diminution of the retinal blood-ves- 
sels, in number as well as in size; 4. Contraction of the field of 
vision. The ^(7/a/ blindness is only temporary. Relapses appear 
to oceur, and from comparatively insignificant doses. Horizontal 
position seems to be beneficial. — Knapf^ Archives of Ophthalmo- 
logy; Maryland Med. yournal. 

Colic — Quinine. — Dr. Derby says, in the Record, that ten 
grains of quinine, given in the early stages, will prevent an attack 
of intestinal colic, or, administered at any stage, will speedily 
effect a cure. — Can. Pract.^ yan. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



This Afflictions of the Spectroscope. — A science, like a child, 
grows quickest in the first few years of its existence ; and it is 
therefore not astonishing that, though twenty years only have 
elapsed since Spectrum Analysis first entered the world, we are 
able to speak to-day of a modern spectroscopy, with higher and 
more ambitious aims, striving to obtain results which shall surpass 
in importance any of those achieved bv the old spectroscopy, to 
the astonishment of the scientific world. 

A few years ago the spectroscope was a chemical instrument. It 
was the sole object of the spectroscopist, to find out the nature of 
a body by the examination of the light which that body sends out 
when it is hot The interest which the new discovery created in 
scientific and unscientific circles was due to the apparent victory 
over space which is implied. No matter whethera body is placed 
in our laboratory or a thousand miles away — at the distance of the 
sun or of the farthest star — as long as it is luminous and sufilcient- 
1y hot, it gives us a safe and certain indication of the elements it is 
composed of. 

To-day, we are no longer satisfied to know the chemical nature 
of the sun and stars ; we want to know their temperature, the 
pressure on their surface ; we want to know whether they are 
moving away from us or toward us ; and, still further, we want to 
find out, if possible, what changes in their physical and chemical 
properties the elements with which we are acquainted have un- 
dergone under the influence of the altered conditions which must 
exist in the celestial bodies. Every sun-spot, every solar promi- 
nence, is a study in which the unknown quantities include not 
only the physical conditions of the solar surface, but also the pos- 
sibly changed properties, under these conditions, of our terrestrial 
elements. The spectroscope is rapidly becoming our thermometer 
and pressure gauge; it has become a physical instrument. 

The application of the spectroscope to the investigation of the 
nature of celestial bodies has always had a great fascination to the 
scientific man as well as to the amateur; for in stars and nebula 
one may hope to read the past and future of our own solar system. 
But it is not of this application that I wish to speak to-day. 

As there is no other instrument which can touch the conditions 
of the most distant bodies of our universe, bodies so large that 
their size surpasses our imagination, so is there no other instru- 
ment which equals it in the information it can yield on the minute 
particles at the other end of the scale, particles which in their turn 
are so small that we can form no conception of their size or num- 
ber The range of the spectroscope includes both stars and atoms, 
and it i.*^ about these latter that I wish to speak. — Dr. Arthur 
Schuster, in Popular Scieuce Monthly, 
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Transit of Venus. — We referred last month to the great astro* 
nomical event above named, and to its probable importance to the 
cause of science. We expressed our doubts about its ever bene- 
fitting the world commercially to the value of saving a single 
mariner's life, by adding to the accuracy of nautical investigations. 
In fact, the comparison of many different observations, at widely 
separate stations, have given very unsatisfactory results, making 
a difference of fully two minutes in the variation of the contact 
records when reduced to Washington time. T'his is a serious dis- 
appointment to science, to say the least, as it leaves more confusion 
than ever before as to the sun's actual distance from the earth. 
This, however, may possibly be partially, if not wholly, obviated 
by a comparison of the numerous photographs which were suc- 
cessfully taken at nearly all the stations where clear weather pre- 
vailed. Surely such exhibits, with the absolute time of their pro- 
duction, can scarcely fail to reconcile the unaccountable discrepan- 
cies in the contact records. But whatever the accuracy attained 
or attjiinable, we doubt if the result will ever justify the millions of 
dollars outlay to achieve it ; especially while so many" vastly more 
practical questions of science are ignored as not worthy of a 
thousandth part of the expenditure. — Microcosm. 

A Man living at Bowling Green, iCentucky, who having at- 
tained the age of 29 years, and showing signs of dementation 
from a blow on the head in childhood, was placed under medicaf 
treatment, when by the trepanning process a depression in the 
skull was corrected and two pieces of bone were removed. Ass- 
soon as the patient recovered from the effects of the chloroform 
which had been administered to him he was found to be perfectly 
rational, but his mind was utterly oblivious to every occurrence- 
transpiring trom the time he received the blow, though during the 
interval he had been married and had accumulated considerable 
property. The case is considered one of the most remarkable ever 
presented. — Advocate, 

It is reported in the Nature that a discovery has been made 
near Andernach, on the Rhine. Remains of prehistoric animals 
have been found in a pumice-stone pit ; and-Prof Schaaffhausen^. 
ot Bonn, has investigated the spot closely. A lava stream under- 
lining the pumice-stone was laid bare, showiJig a width of only two 
metres. The crevices between the blocks of lava were filled with 
pumice-stone generally from the depth of one-half to one metre. . 
Below this, however, there was pure loam and clay ; and in this 
were found numerous animal bones, apparently broken bv man, as 
well as many stone implements. It is supposed that there was a 
settlement there, of which the food remains fell into the crevices 
before the whole was covered with pumice-stone. — Ibid, 

A Swede named Ditmer, has discovered and patented a pro- 
cess for solidifying kerosene. 1^ is claimed that by it candles can 
be manufactured from kerosene so cheaply that the liquid article- 
will be driven from our markets in Europe. — Ibid, 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 



The Odor of Iodoform.— Having tried nearly all the devices 
that have been suggested for mitigating or disguising the odor of 
iodofonn, and found them all of little or no avail, we have lately 
come nearer to the object by using oil of eucalyptus, according to 
the following formula : 

R Pulv. iodoform 5 ss, 

01. eucalypti f. S ss, 

Vaselin 3 iv, 

M., fiat unguentum. 

We do not remember to have seen any account of the oil hav- 
ingbeen used for this purpose by others. The ointment thus pre- 
pared is not without odor, but the odor is not that of iodoform. — 
N, T, Med. your, and ObsL Review, 

A Little Girl, ten years of age, was afflicted with tuberculosis 
of the lungs. She was pale, emaciated, and harassed by a cough. 
The physical signs were those of the second stage of the disease. 
Dr. Bruen prescribed : 

R Olei morrhuae fl. 3 >» 

Syr. calcii lactophosphatis A- 3 ij 

Syr. ferri iodidi fl- 3 j» 

Liquor calcis ff . S ij. 

M. Sig. A teaspoonful three times a day after meals. 

As an embrocation, equal parts of cod-liver oil and soap lini- 
ment were ordered. The patient was to wear warm flannels 
and take outdoor exercise. For the cough : 

R Acid, sulphuric dil. m xvj, 

Tr, opii deodorat m viij, 

Syr. pruni virgin fl* 5 j, 

Aquae, q. s. ad fl. S ij. 

M. Sig. A teaspoonful or two every two or three hours. — Ibid, 

Aphthous Sore Mouth in Infants. — Prof. Wallace, in College 
and Clinical Record, recommends the following : 

R Sodii sulphitis gr. xxx, 

?y"""« laa Sss. 

Aquae ) ^ 

M. To be used on a swab every two hours. 

Scrupulous cleanliness is required when a nursing bottle is used. 
The rubber nipple should be turned inside out after each using, 
washed clean, and kept in a solution of baking soda until again 
needed. It is better to have two nipples, and to use them alter- 
nately. Milk must not be allowed to stand in the bottle till it 
grows sour. — Ame, Med, Jour. 
3 
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Hop Cordial. — ^The following is commended as a palatable 
preparation, not inferior to any of the vaunted *'Hop Bitters :" 

Hops 2 oz, 

Dandelion 2 oz, 

Gentian 2 oz. 

Chamomiles 2 oz, 

StiUingia 2 oz, 

Orange peel 2 oz. 

Alcohol 77 fluid oz. 

Water 77 fluid oz, 

Simple syrup 12 fluid oz. 

Exhaust the drugs with the alcohol and water, and add the 
simple syrup. — Pop, ScL News. 

Remedy for Baldness. — ^The following formula is highly 
commended for baldness — 

Tinct. capsici annui 51, 

Glycerini 3 "jj 

01. bergamot 3 i. 

To be rubbed into the skin of the head. — Ibid, 

Cracked Nipples. — 

Bismuth sub nit 2 drachms, 

Vaselini i ounce. 

M. Sig. Apply to the nipple each time after the child has 
nursed, and cover with a soft cloth. The ointment should be 
washed off" before applying the child again to the breast. This 
remedy may not be anything new to many of your readers, but it 
may help some who have never tried it. With me the results 
have been perfectly satisfactory. — Peoria Med, Monthly, 

Case — . Male 48 years old; chronic gastritis with hypersemia 
of liver and cirrhosis in first stage, with all the accompanying 
symptoms. Caused by alcoholism. Prescribed : 

R Fl. ext. cascara sagrada gtt. x, 

Fl. ext. wood betony gtt. xxv. 

Tine. card, co Ua tr ss 

Simple syrup | aa ;> ss. 

M. Sig. Three times a day, before meals. 

Patient entirely cured in two months. — Thcra, Gaz, 

Emmenagogue. — 

R Fl. ext. ergot ) 

Fl. ext. gossypii r aa J j. 

Fl. ext. black cohosh ) 

M. Sig. Haifa teaspoonful every three hours, and using hot 
fomentations of hops on the bowels. — Hid, 
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To Kill Rats and Mice. — A French writer gives the follow- 
ing recipes for this purpose, which he has tested and found good: 

(i.) 120 grams (say 12 parts by weight) of crumbs of bread, 60 
grams (6 parts) of butter, 50 grams (3 parts) crystalized nitrate 
of mercury, all well mixed together in an impalpable paste; lay 
some of the mixture on pieces of glass in the house where the 
mice are. 

(2.) 250 grams (5 parts) quicklime (not slaked) in powder, 50 
grams (r part) sugar in powder, 150 grams (3 parts) ffour of any 
kind (oat, wheat or rye); mix well together, put some of the mix- 
ture on a little plate, and place near it a second plate with water. 
Mice, after eating some of the mixture feel thirsty and drink the 
water. The lime, being quick, gets slaked in their stomachs, and 
kills them in a few minutes. — Ex* 

Expectorant Mixtures in Bronchitis. — 

R Carb. of ammon 3 i, 

Fl. ext of squills ) 

FL ext of senega j ^* 5^' 

Paregoric 3 iss, 

Water 1 i, 

Syr. of tolu J v. 

M. Dose from three to four teaspoonfuls as may be required. 

R Iodide of potassium S iiss, 

Syrup of tolu ) 5.. 

Glycerine j- aa 3", 

Sulph. morphia g^- U* 

M. Dose, a tablespoonful once in four or six hours. — Mick, Med, 
News, 

Laxative for Gouty and Rheumatic Subjects: 

R Pulv. rhei ") 

Sod« bicarbonat | aa gr. xx, 

Infus. rhei 3 i. 

Make a draught to be taken early in the morning with two or 
three tablespoonfuls of water twice or thrice a week. — JRnd, 

A Specific for Singultus. — This very common affection, of 
infants and children especially, has a specific remedy, at least one 
which I have never known to fail. Moisten granulated sugar with 
good cider- vinegar ; give to an infant from a few grains to a tea- 
spoonful. The effect is almost instantaneous, and the dose seldom 
needs to be repeated. I have used it for all ages, from infants a 
few months old, to those on the down-hill side of life. Try it. — 
Henry Tucker, M, />., Brattlehoro, Vt, 

Nothing is better for whitening garments, particularly those 
that have become yellow from being Uiid aside for several months, 
^vi a teaspQ9f)f4) pf Jjor^ 4}sgoJvp<} ii) tb^ rinsing; Wftten— ^^, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

Amoix>^wibb Milk Food.— See the new advertisement of this excellent food 
preparation I commencing with this number of oar Journal, 

SouTHEBV MsDiCAii COLLEGE, ATLANTA.— See the advertisement of this new 
and rapidly rising school, commencing with this number of our Journal. 

Besf PBFTOHonjs.— We received, through the courtesy of Messrs. Reed A Cam- 
rick, a sample of Beef Peptonoids for trial. We find it a very convenient and ex* 
06 lent preparation. Bee the advertise uent of this article in this Journal. 

College Advebtisebcent.— See the advertisement of the Univezsity of Penn 
sylvania Medical Department, commencing with this issue of our Journal, an old 
and deservedly popular Institution. 

AiOBRiCAN Medical Absociatiok. — A letter, from an est^med correspondent 
giving a sketch of the late meeting of the American Medical Association, at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was received too late tot Insertion in this issue of our Journal. It will 
appear In our next. 

Good Location pob a Physician. —A practitioner residing in Southeastern 
Georgia, offers to sell his home, resigning aflne field of practice to the purchaser. 
His location is an excellent one, and his patrons good pay. Be«) his card under the 
Special Notice head. 

ABL'b SpLiirrB.— A full set of these Splints, sold at fSO by the proprietors, may 
1»eboughtat925x>f A.I1. Uemstein, Surgical Instrument dealer, Atlantii, Georgia. 
With these Splints on hand the physician 1b ready at a moment's notice to dress 
any sort of fyaoture. The Splints are new, and have not been used. He has also an 
Obstetric Case of Instruments (second hand but not injured) which can be bought 
at low figures, ($10). 

Wyeth's Tablets.— We have received, through the courtesy of John Wyeth A 
Brothers, Philadelphia, beautiful samples of their superb preparations. Among 
them a specimen of their soda tablets, the neatest we have seen. We no longer fear 
that troublesome affilotion of sedentary life, the heartburn, as we have only to 
swallow one <jt Wyeth^s soda tablets and it is Instantly cured. 

Orr roB the Spbings.— Our Senior editor, Prot. Thos. S. Powell, has decided to 
take a temporary reftige flrom the arduous duties of the regular practice by visiting 
the Blue Ridge Springs of Virginia, and spending the months of July and August, 
and yet, as he has consented to act as resident physician of this great health resort, 
he may not find the ftill measure of rest that he anticipates. Almost any change^ 
however, must prove pleasant to the care-worn physician who escapes, even iora 
brief period, from the responsible and incessant labors of an extensive practice. W. 

SouTHEBN WOBLD.— This Is an Agricultural Paper, published In Atlanta, and 
extensively circulated in the Southern States. For the oompllment voluntarily 
paid our Journal and its managing editor in a late issue of The World we return our 
sincere thanks. The Southern World is an ably conducted and deservedly popular 
paper, neatly gotten out and beautifully Illustrated. Dr. B. M. WooUey, proprietor; 
W. P. Woolley, manager, and W. 0. Wbldby, edltor--aU luteUlffOUty enterpnsliig 
and clever gen^l^mea. 
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MEDICAL JOURNALISM AS A TEACHER, 

The responsibility resUiig upon the teaober of any Soienoe is so great, and the 
pceriblesoopeof hisinflnenoeso boundless, the very greatness of the work makes 
it approach to the sublime. In this age of unprecedented progression and swift de* 
▼elopment of resources in so many of the arts that promise benefloenoe to the 
human race, no one can afford to be a laggard in the advanced movements of the 
period. 

BspeciaUy should the teacher be enthused and energised in the race for the most 
honorable position, and which is attained when he worthily wins the guerdon of 
humanity^ gratitude and reverence. 

It has been said by some writer that to no body of men does the progresilonlst, 
who believes in the continual development of his race, look with more hope than 
to the members of the medical profession.^and that, taken as a whole, they lead the 
van in modern research— are foremost in accepting and frankly promulgating wider 
views in their profession, even though these views should operate for a seasou 
against their Individual interest. 

We of the profession must not disappoint this krustftil attitude of the people 
towards us as teachers and ministers of medicine. We must Indeed march to the 
t«0Bin of the times. 

When we find **That a theory advanced by the apostles of medicine in the 
ages past, has ftilfllled Ito purpose of nursing a germ of thought, we must drop 
the worn-out husks, and lay the foundation of higher achievementB In medical 
science." 

In doing this, the profession will not lose one Jot nor tittle of its dignity and 
uselhlness, but these will be enhanced by keeping pace with modem progression, 
and opening broader compr^ensive fields for thought and action. We should en- 
deavor to base our system upon a thorough knowledge, and the intelligent observ- 
ance of nature's laws— upon a knowledge of man's organism, psycological as well 
as physical, and "the relation of his organism to his environmenis." 

Progressive men of medicine are more closely observing the ftict that disease is 
a disorder in the relation of the human organism to its surroundings, and that to 
restore harmony between these relations Is the office of Medical Science. 

A distinguished pFBctitioner In England, in one of his lectures, speaks of the 
enlarged horizon of medical sdenoe in modem thought. He is ftilly armed with all 
Information upon the subject, and observant of the Ibct that physicians are perceiv- 
ing more clearly, day by day. a larger application of these principles of looking to 
the relations of man— as to what is around him in the fulfillment of the great pur- 
pose of prevenUng disease; and that it is in this direeUon the future of medicine 
lies clearly open— so to this end the progression must work. 

The Ck>ngress of the United Btates has recognized this view In the organisation 
of a National Board of Health. It is an appeal to medical science. It Is an endorso- 
ment of its scientific status, of the wisdom and the power of the profession which we 
represent as members of its highest advisory bodies. Let us then, brethren, as 
Joumallsti of American Medicine, resolve to do all in our power so as to satlsfao- 
torlly respond to this appeal Ikom the national halls of our great and glorious 
country. 

We will keep this tact in view, that "Medicine will rise to the true heights of its 
great vocation when it watches over communities with able guardianship, and 
ministers to the race, as well as to the curing of disease in the individual man." In 
the possible attalnmenti of Medical Bclence, "preventive medicine and measuies 
most yet reach such a degree of perfection that the occurrence of epidemic diseases 
will be felt as a gross reproach to communities, and the physicians who preside over 
them." 

This high attainment in Medical Science will naturaUy lead to the still higher 
and last step in its grand ftilfillment of promise— that 1**, when it shall truly become 
a developer of the highest possibilities of the human race. It will then be a power- 
ftd moral agent, and **stand side by side with the minister of Christianity and the 
moral philosopher, and disclose and modify the deeper springs of human conduct, 
finding out the laws that have been at work in the origin and growth of good and 
evii," both of whlifli have so great an influence upon the body, and the mental Ikoul* 
tleg of man, and whoie study thus oomM within the le^plttiaate ioopo of Medical 
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Bolenoe. We shall then be ahle ''to avlst In oanylng on the bettering prooeeB with 
more deliberate and Intelligent methods and oonsdona purpose." But how shall 
medicine attain this fnllness of measore t 

lis teachers must labor for that end, each In his especial field of work. In no 
other way can it be acquired. We must be deroted to Its pursuit, and patiently* 
with Intelligent perseverance, seareh out and Investigate every theory and tenth of 
Medloal Science as evolved by modem thought, then sub) eet them to thorough 
analysis, and adapt them to intelligent practice. 

The results of our action should then be given to the medloal world through the 
pages of our professional literature. 

The Ume Is already almost at hand when a thinking and Informed public will 
have no more uneducated manufeustured quacks. They will demand that the phs^si- 
clan shall be truly educated In head and heart, and we, as Instructors In schools of 
medicine, or as mentors In medical literature, must teach the student and the prac* 
tltlonerof medicine, that "no course of Instruction, no prepamtlon for the stupen- 
dous work of his Ilia can be too thorough ." 

Happily In thin age of revolution In arts, literature, etc., Med'cal Science has 
caught the spirit of the times. It has made more Intelligent progress in Its many 
branches for the last twenty-five years, than in all the centuries before. This ad- 
vancement Is largely due to our professional Journalism. 

The elroulaUon of medical literature throughout the civilized world has Incited 
members of the proftsslon to more deliberate study and higher aspirations in their 
field of labor. 

It is very obvious that the theories and Cscts thus promulgated have awakened 
a tiatn of more profound thought, and a more thorough Investigation among medl<* 
cal men, and given them a thirst for still more knowledge of the great truths and 
principles of medidne. This we consider a most hopeftil sign of what we believe 
will be ftiture achievements in the proflession, en maste, as well as in its distin- 
guished leaden. T. 8. P. 
[Concluded in onr^ext number.] 

BOOJ^ NOTICES, 

A Trvatise on Thbbapeutics, Comprising Materia Medlca and Toxicology, with 
Especial reference to the Application of the Physiological action of Drugs to 
Clinical Medicine, bv H. O. Wood, M. D., Professor of Materta Medlca and Thera- 
peutics, and Ollnioal Professor of DlMases of the Nervous System, in the Univer- 
sity of PeDnsylvania J Physician to the Philadelphia Hospital ; Member of the 
National Academy of Science, eto. Fifth Edition, revised and enlarged. Phila- 
delphia t J. B. Lipplnoott A Ca, 1888. 

This work contains 740 octavo pages and is ably written. The author states that 
as a teacher of Therapeutics, the work grew out of a need felt by himself, and his 
apology for addressing another Treatise to this department, and bis reasoning upon 
the lessons to be derived flrom the experiments upon the lower animals as found In 
his prefkce, are very dear and satisfactory. The need, he remarks, Is **for a book 
into which should be gathered the many scattered Ikcts in regard to the physiologi- 
cal action of medidne— a book In which an attempt should be made to sift the true 
firom the folse, to reconcile seeming difllsrences, to point out what we know and what 
we do not know ; and, to give a platform from, which investigators might start for- 
ward without the necerdty of being, as is so often the case, Ignorant of what was 
already achieved, or of spending a great deal of time In a wild hunt through the 
almost boundless, but often scattered and inaccessible ranges of Continental lit- 
erature. 

The fourth edition of the work was quickly exhausted, and now the fifth edition 
is presented, representing, it is believed, more thoroughly than ever before, the best 
therapeutic thoughto of the day. 

TBS MzCRoeooPM Aim m Rkvslatiors. By William B. Carpenter, C. B., M. D.. 
iutuD,, F. R. 8., F. Q. 8., F. L. S., Corresponding member of the Xnstltnte oi 
France and of the Amencan Philosophical Society, ete., etc Sixth edition, lllus- 
tratsd by twenty-dx plates and five hundred wood engravings. VoL II. Kew 
York: WlUUmWoodACo. 

A work of 8M octavo pages, containing madi matter of exoeedlng interest and 
novd^ in rsftrsnca tomloroBooplc forms of animal life, embradng FOnunenlfora and 
gpaf<»lf^9poiip8aa0J9cM)9hy^ MoUiiseoi^ animals, Ji^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Rbcord. z^g 

aeelB and Araohind*. The mioroMope In Geologloal InyesUgatlons, Crystalllntion, 
Polarisation, etc This is one of Wood'b Library of Standard Medical Anthora, and 
miiBtpioYe very Intereitlng and Instmettve to the Medical and especially to the 
Bdentlfie reader, 

Ths Patholoot and Trsaticknt or Dxsbases of thx Ovabiss, being the Hast- 
ings Essay for 1878. By Lawson Tait, F. R. C. 8.. Bdln. and £ng., San»on to the 
Birmingham Hospital fbr Women, and Oonsolting Burgeon to the west Broom- 
wloh HospitaL Fellow of the Royal Medioo-Chirorgical Society; member of the 
Sargleal Society of Ireland, and of the Medloo-Chlmrgical BooietT of Edlnbuig, 
Etc., Etc. Foorth edition, re-wiltten and greatly enlaiged* New York: William 
Wood A Co., 66 LaFayette Place, 1888. 

The work is practical in character, giving the anatomy and physiology of the 
Oraries and the Tarions dlBeases pertaining thereto. Ovariotomy, with the recent 
extensions of abdominal and pelvic snrgezy. It Is exceedingly interesting and in- 
stmctive in the department of which it treats. Illastrated. JNeatly printed. Cloth, 
867 octavo pages. 

TBANBAcnoKS OF TBS Mbdical Bocixtt OF THS Stats OF GsoBOiA, for the thirty- 
third Annual Session, held in Atlanta, AprU l«th, 1882. 

The book is neatly gotten np in cloth, and nnmbers 226 octavo pages. While the 
work contains a number of interesting papers, it is yet a small volume of Transac- 
tlonsfor the Empire State of the South. The Secretary's Report details no small 
amount of labor and trouble on his part, to get out the book, as •Che assessments 
against the members are but partially paid and the oost of printing very consider- 
able. The Interest in the Society does not seem saffldent to bring ont a ftill attend- 
ance of Its membership. It Is hoped that the next meeting, which is appointed for 
Macon, Georgia, on the first Wednesday in April, 1884, will be more langely attended, 
and that measoxos will be devised to bring about an Increased interest In the Asso- 
ciation. 

IirrsRVATiovAii Ekctolopadia of Surokby. a Systematic Treatise on the Theory 
and Practice of Surgery, by authors of various nations. Edited by John Ash- 
hurst, Jr., M.D., Prof, of C - - - 

Illustrated with chromo-)l — -.-r- 
New York : Wm. Wood A Co.. 18&. 

The above is volume third of this great work now in process of preparation. It 
resumes the consideration of Injuries and Surgical diseases of the vascular system. 

Among the names of the contributors to the work we note Edmond Andrews, 
mchard Barwell, Edward Bellamy, P. S. Connor, John A. Liddell, M. Nlcalse, John 
A. Wyeth. Touching reference is made by the author to the death of Prof. W, H. 
Van Bnren, of New York* who was one of the colaborators. As evidence of the 
high value placed upon the work it may be stated that the first two volumes have 
been translated into both the French and Italian languages. We have not space to 
detail the excellencies of the work. Let it snfilce to say in general terms that the 
present volume is Ailly up to those previously published, and is in all respects an 
excellent work. The articles of which it treats being considered In an able and ex- 
haustive manner. 

Gout in rrs Protkav Aspbots. By J. Mllner Fotberglll, M. D., member of the 
- . - , _.- ^ - - «.. . _. .. _„ . . . .. ^^ London Hos- 

) of Physicians of 
'^800 pages. 

This work we r<»gard as eminently praotioal and much needed. In this country 
most affections of a gouty character are classed as rheumatic, and the minority of 
practlUoners make no distinction, and pay little regard to the physiologicsi causes 
of the various rheumatic and gouty airections which prevail. Bvw practltioneni, 
we opine, can read this book without learning something at once Instructive, prac- 
tical and Important. 

Ths Dibsassb of Wombh, a Makuax* fob PHTSiciAini and SnTDxnra. By Hein- 
rich Fntsch, M. D , Profemor of Gynecology and Obstetrics at the University of 
Halle. Translated by Isldor Hunt, with loO wood engravln0i. New York : Wm. 
Wood A Co., 1888. 

This is an interesting and valuable work of 365 octavo pages, in which we have 
. .... inggenr 



the department of Gynecology considered under the foliowlDg general heads : Anato- 
my and Physiology of the Genital Organs : General Diagnosis ; Antlfiepsis; General 
Therapeutics ; Dlseaees of the Vulva and Vagina; Diseases of the Bladder and Ure- 
thra ; uterine Malfortnatlons, etc; Inflammation of the Uterus, Metritis, etc; Dis- 
eases of Endometrium ; Dislocations of Uterus ; New Formations ; Diseases of the 
Pelvic Connective Tissue, etc,; Disesses of the Ovaries ; Hysteria. 



ice of Surgery, by authors of various nations. Edited by John Ash- 
hurst, Jr., M. D., Prof, of Qinical Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania. 
Illustrated with chromo-lithographs and woodcuts— in six volumes, vol. HI. 
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ItECEIPTED. 

1883— Dra.TWBprnelL James Tatnm, Slias Goddaxd, TJBmaU, E Y liarkln, 
Samuel T Jones, Robert Shaffln, Tho R Iiittleton. 

1888.— Dra. B M WooUey, W Delbridge, JAAgnew, WPAndersoA, J L Hamil- 
ton, M P Miles, C. M Bold, F P H Akers, T Swanton. 



SFECIA^r. ISTOTICES. 



S-cvrgrloaJ. Xaaat3rD.as£i«a9.t«.— A branch house of the New York establish* 
ment of A. !•. HERN8TEIN, has been established in Atlanta, and will constitute a 
convenient depot whereat anything in the SnrKlcal line can be bought or manuftic- 
tured. The Profession throughout the South should note this as an Important indi- 
cation of Southern progress, and should show their appreciation of the same by 
giving this establishment their encouragement and patronage. 

McKESSON & BOBBINa— This great Drug Establishment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation as reUable and eminently successftil busineas 
men. Their various preparations are of acknowledged excellence and purity, and 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beauty with which they are presented to 
the trade. Bee their advertisement opposite 1st page of leading matter in this 
Journal. 

More of BIX10TT*S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invitee a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELlilER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Ma 

Rare Chance for a Doctor. — A practice worth f2^500, with 

large, comfortable house and office, barn, stables, etc., with fifty 

acres of land ; no physician within nine miles ; people hospitable 

and good pay. Price, f 1^500, Apply to 

DR. R. C. WORD, 

Editor Southern Medical Record. 

PEAHB. DATIS A CO.— This magnificent Drug establishment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by unremitting perseverance and faithfulness in all their business 
interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the iutimluction of new and important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the ProfeiMiun, and Justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained* 

Wn. R. Warner A C*.— This splendid Drug House, so widely and favorably 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high poei- 
tion. Their preparations are regarded by the profession everywhere as unsurpiMBed 
for purity and elegance. In respect to their quinine pills, so deservedly popular, the 
following certificate has been published : 

PHn^ADBifHiA, Pknn., December 22, 1882. 

An analysis of seven samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manufiMsturers, was made and published in the American Journal of Pharmacy 
by me, and those made by William R Warner A Oo^ were found to be correct as to 
quantity and purity of Quinine. HEINRY TRIMBLE, Analy^cm Okemitt. 

lODI A— Prepared by Battled Co., Chemists, St Louis. 

Dr. L. H. Laidlby, Prof of Uyneoology, St. Louis College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, says : '* A Iter several month^B trial of lODIA, both in private and hospital 
practice, I find as an alterative it has no superior in the Materia Medlca." 

Bromidia also is a splendid anodyne. See advertisement in this Journal. 

PnreliMlBv AveBejr,~We have established a Purchasing Agency in connec- 
tion with the Record ofllce, by which parties desiring goods of any kind may order 
through us what they want, which they can obtain at lowest rates and save the ex- 
pense of a trip to the dty. Strict attention to the interest of the pnrchaser will be 
observed In the selecUon of articles. Subscribers to this Journal will be chaiged no 
commission for purchases made throngh this Agency. Cash should accompany 
every order. Address, 

I>r. H, C. 'WORI>, Managing Editor, Atlanta. 
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XDITOBS: 

T, 8. PowEMi, M.D, W. T. Goldsmith, M.D. R. C. Word, M.D. 



Ji. a WORD, M.D., Managing EdUor. 



4flr All CommanlcationB and Letters on Businees connected with the Rbcx>B]> moat 
be addressed to the Managing Editor. 

Vol. XIII. ATLANTA, GA., JULY 20, 1883. No. 7. 

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Editors Record : 

Being present at the meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, at Cleveland, I thought I would send you a condensed re- 
port of its proceedings, etc. 

The Association convened on Tuesday morning, June 5th, with 
president John L. Atlee, M. D.,* in the chair. We were very elo- 
quently welcomed to the hospitality of the Forest City, by Gen- 
eral Myer. 

The president's address laid no special claims to oratory, but in 
a very plain and succinct manner recited many incidents and pecu- 
liarities in the lives of the leading great doctors of his student 
days, and early life as a practitioner. He spoke of Physick Pan- 
coast, Wistar, Horner, Hodge, Dorsey, Coxe, Chapman, Dewees 
and others whose names are household words with the profession. 
The remembrance of these men seemed to impress the speaker 
very pleasantly, and conveyed to the minds of the audience the 
fact that it was of life-long affectionate regard. The address, as a 
whole, was regarded not only as creditable to the author, but as of 
great interest. 

After the transaction of some miscellaneous business, and the 
appointment by the various State delegations of a nominating 
committee, the Association adjourned to meet in sections in the 
afternoon. 
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In fhe 'Section on Practical Medicine, etc., Dr. Hollister, of Illi- 
nois, being chairman, Dr. Meller, of Chicago, read a paper by Dr. 
Munay, of the Marine Hospital service, on Yellow Fever. The 
paper, in reference to treatment, advised immediate taking to bed, 
the administrc^tion of warm foot baths, and suggests that if hem- 
orrhage in the stomach took place and should not be vomited, it 
should be eliminated by the bowels. It laid emphatic stress on the 
■looessily ot absolute quietude of both body and mind. The symp- 
toms should be treated with the usual remedies, but great caution 
must be observed to avoid producing nausea. 

Prof. Campbell, of your State, in discussing the paper, remarked 
that bleeding in some cases was beneficial, and cited examples ; 
also advised free vomiting with hot water. Several other gentle- 
men of note participated in the discussion. 

Dr. Wm. Morrow Beach, of Ohio, read a paper on Milk Sick- 
ness. Some discussion ensued, when the section was adjourned 
till next day. 

In the section on Obstetrics, etc., was read a paper by Dr. By- 
ford, of Illinois, on "Chronic Intero-pelvic Inflammation." The 
Doctor endeavored to show that para and peri metritis does not 
constitute the entire character of inflammations of the pelvis; and 
spoke extenso of the necessity of being very careful in the exami- 
nation of the pelvic organs when inflamed, and when much ten- 
derness existed advised the use of anaesthetics. He laid down 
several precautionary rules by which we should be governed in 
such examinations and operations. 

The next paper was on **Post-Partum Polypoid Tumors," by 
Dr. Landis, of Ohio. He spoke of four forms of this disease, and 
described two cases in detail. 

The third paper was on "The Restoration of the Perineum, by 
a New Method," by Dr. Marcy, of Massachusetts. He uses in 
his method of restoration German silver wire, which is electric, 
and on this account, in his estimation, preferable to other sutures. 

The next paper was on "Enterotomy as a Complication in Ova- 
riotomy or Oophorectomy," by Dr. Sutton, of Pittsburg. He re- 
lated two cases of removal of several inches of small intestine — 
one by Prof. Billroth, and the other by himself. Both cases re- 
covered. His case was a lady, from whom he removed four inches 
of intestine a few months ago, and was the first successful opera- 
tion of the kind performed in this country. 

In the section on State Medicine, Dr. Gihon read quite a lengthy 
paper, in which he depicted great deficiencies in the education of 
manj of our professional brethren. He illustrated his position by 
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<iting many instances of ignorance, both in medical knowledge 
4ind primary education, some of which were quite amusing as 
well as mortifying to our feelings; especially the latter, when we 
^hink of their being graduates of our most ancient and renowned 
institutions. The doctor became familiar wiih this fearful amount 
-of ignorance while he was a member of the Examining Board of 
the United States Navy. He gave in detail the answers of some 
"twenty -five applicants for surgeonships in the navy, most of whom 
were graduates of the oldest and considered the best medical 
schools in the country. I will only give you a few samples of the 
learned answers of these M. D. applicants : One said pneumo- 
thorax meant a collection of pus in the chest; another, that the 
boiling point of Fahrenheit was 300° ; that centigrade not as high, 
^nd Reaumer higher, and could not tell what the zero oi Fahren- 
heit was without having the others to compare by ; and that the 
mormal temperature of the body was 112° to 140°. A third could 
not recollect the c<»untry nor language of Hyppocrates, but that 
"Galen lived before him, and that Virgil died in the 15th century. A 
^aduate from this same school, during his attendance to be ex- 
amined, was taken sick, and on his return excused his absence by 
saying he had been sick with '^cholera infantumr Another gradu- 
ate from a New England School said "the crepitant rhoncus oc- 
curs whenever a membrane becomes dry; that Plymouth was set 
iled by Columbus, who gave the town its name ; and that each 
-State and Territory has one Senator. Another graduate of a cele- 
l>rated New York school, said that Galen introduced vaccination, 
-or inoculation in the lyih century. Another New York M. D. re- 
.garded bronchotomy as a practical operation, and described it. 

The doctor also gave us some samples of orthography gathered 
from the manuscripts of some of the candidates for examination. 
He stated that not more than 32 per cent, of those who applied for 
rservice in the navy passed examination, although the most of them 
•came highly recommended, both as it regarded their medical ac- 
-quirements and social standing. • 

Dr. Gihon seemed to think that the onus of the charge of ignor- 
ance and incapacity, to a great extent, depended on the want of 
miction on the part of the American Medical Association, and sug- 
gested that it was time that this body was taking steps to correct 
«uch a lamentable condition of things. He seemed to entertain 
the opinion that we might as well fellowship the homeopath, as 
«oroe of our own brethren who are so benightedly ignorant. He 
calls loudly on the Association to use its great influence to elevate, 
mot only the standard of graduation, but also that of collegiate ac- 
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quirements. With these ends in view he introduced some resolu- 
tions in the section on State Medicine, which were discussed by- 
several gentlemen. 

The section on Surgery, etc., was well attended, with Dr. Peck,. 
of Iowa, in the chair. 

Dr. Vance, of Ohio, read the first paper, entitled, ''Radical Cure- 
of Hernia, by a New Method." He had performed this operation^ 
nineteen times with satisfactory results. His plan applies to ob- 
lique inguinal hernia. His plan is to revivify and bring together 
the lips of the opening b}' means of a deep-seated suture passed 
subcutaneously with a semi-circular needle. By this means the- 
previous wide open hernial canal becomes a closed valve, whicfau 
resists the reprotrusion ot the abdominal viscera. The paper was. 
well received. 

Dr. Allen, of Cleveland, read a paper entitled, "Comparison of 
Antiseptic and non- Antiseptic Methods of Treatment." The con- 
elusions of the doctor were that antiseptics were least useful in 
abdominal surgery; that the spray is the least important of all the 
details in antiseptics; that it might be most beneficial in the open- 
ing of joints, especially in hospitals; that, alth:/ugh danger may 
result from poisonous effects, yet these dangers are diminishing^ 
from a better knowledge of their use. The doctor summed up by 
saying that he believed the use of antisepzics in surgery afforded 
better results than any method at present in use. 

Dr. Martin, of Massachusetts, seemed to think that ListerisniL 
would soon be a thing of the past, which was firmly denied by 
Dr. Nankin, of Pennsylvania. The paper provoked much dis- 
cussion. 

The next paper was read by the venerable Dr. Gross, on "The 
Value of Early and Late Operations in Morbid Growths, Espe- 
cially Malignant." The doctor looks to be in excellent health, and 
was greeted with loud applause. The paper, of course, was very 
able, and portr^ed the great advantages of early operations ii^ 
all morbid growths, and especially those of a malignant character. 
His reasons for early operations were thus stated : *'The less risk 
of shock and of hemorrhage; the more effectual riddaiice of dis- 
eased structure; the diminished probability of septicemia or blood 
poisoning; the avoidance of unsightly sores; and the less risk of 
a recurrence of the morbid action, either at the seat of the opera- 
tion or in other parts of the body." Of course the paper was well 
received, and the principles it taught regarded as a law unto us 
all. 

Dr. Henry Martin, of Massachusetts, followed in a paper on the 
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■^Treatment of Synovial Diseases by a New Method," in which he 
advocated the drawing off of the fluid by aspiration and the appli- 
. cation of the rubber bandage. He had treated a great number of 
<ase8 successfully by this method. 

Dr. Holt, of Massachusetts, and Dr. Neuman, of New York, 
^RO read papers, both of interest to the profession. 

In the section on Diseases of Children, Dr. Earle, of Chicago, 
read a paper on "Cephalsematoma in the Newborn.'* This is re- 
.:garded as quite a rare disease. It consists of a painless, elastic, soft, 
fluctuating tumor, situated on one of the parietal bones. The 
doctor had seen four cases in a long practice. He thought, as a 
rule, it required but little treatment. There were other papers for 
this meeting, but their authors not having arrived their reading 
was postponed. 

In the section on Dental and Oral Surgery, Dr. Marshall, of 
•Chicago, read a paper on "Denudation or Erosion of the Teeth." 
The doctor described this disease as beginning with the enamel, 
and gradually involving the subjacent dentine, without any of the 
-appearances or characteristics of caries. It consists of a general 
wasting of the enamel and dentine. The paper was regarded as 
quite able, and was discussed by several gentlemen. About the 
-close of this session of the section, three gentlemen entered the 
room and objected to Dr. Goodwillie presiding as chairman of the 
section. The doctor said he was not acquainted with the gentle- 
men, and did not know whether they were entitled to speak. The 
gentlemen were Drs. Noyes, Nichol and Hinton, of New York. 
They contended that Dr. G. registered under protest of the judi- 
cial council. It is said he favors consultation with the homeopaths. 
Whether this charge is true or not the doctor resigned his office as 
chairman, when Dr. Williams was elected. 

Several papers were read before the section on Ophthalmology, 
•«tc. Dr. Turnbull, of Pennsylvania, read "Paralysis of the Facial 
Nerve in connection with Diseases of the Ear." Dr. Harper, of 
Illinois, "Hysterical Amblyopia." Dr. Jarvis, of New York, 
"**Tonsilotomy by Ecrasement." Dr. Carl Seiler, of Pennsylvania, 
**Nitrate of Silver on the Mucous Membrane of the Throat." Also 
several other papers of interest by other gentlemen, were read. 

When I sat down to give you a short account of the transactions 
-of the Association, I thought I would mention most of the papers 
read as well as a synopsis of the business matters, but I find it 
would make an article entirely too lengthy for your Journal, and 
therefore will only allude to what took place after the first 
•<lay. 
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It was resolved by the Association to publish a weekly journal 
instead of the annual volume of transactions. It strikes us that 
this will be a much more eligible form of placing the valuable 
papers before the professional world thai? in a single volume pub- 
lished nearly a year after each meeting. Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chi- 
cago, was unanimously elected editor-in-chief, and the Journal will 
be published at Chicago. Each member is entitled to a copy by 
paying his annual dues; and every doctor outside of the Associa- 
tion can obtain a copy for five dollars a year. It will be about the- 
size of the Philadelphia Medical News. 

The reports of the chairmen of the various sections were gen- 
erally very able, and some of them not only able but quite elo- 
quent — notably, that of Dr. Hollister, of the practice of medicine. 
I will not have space in this letter even to name the papers rea(5^ 
on the 2d, 3d and 4th days of the meeting, but suffice it to say that 
they were admitted to be able; and take the proceedings alto- 
gether, will compare in interest and ability to any for several 
years. 

There were nearly 1,100 members registered, besides many visi- 
tors. The next meeting will be at Washington City. 

Dr. Austin Flint, Sr., was elected president. This compliment 
to the doctor was considered by the Association as d.ue him on ac- 
count of the great eminence he has attained in the profession as a . 
writer and hard worker generally; and like the late president,. . 
Atlee, is advancing in years. 

I have no doubt but that the next president will be from the- 
South, and am inclined to think it will be Prof. Campbell of your 
State. He stands high as an able and efficient member of th^- 
Association. 

Upon the whole, we had quite a pleasant, interesting and able- 
meeting, and one, I hope, that will prove beneficial to our guild. 

With much respect, etc., 

T. B. Grkknley, M. D. 
Orely Arkansas, 

THE OPIUM HABIT. 



A Narrative of Personal Eocperience^ 
By W. D. Wilhite, M. D. 



While I regard opium and its salts as at the very head of the- 
list of remedies in the practice of medicine, I at the same time re- 
gard it very injurious if the use of it is continued for too long a 
time. 

The opium habit, when once contracted, is more injurious ancPL 
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harder to get rid of than the profession generally realize. I must 
confess I was very much astonished in talking with physicians to 
find that they generally knew so little of the magnitude and power 
of the habit of opium-eating. The great number of opium-eaters 
is surprising to any one who has not investigated the subject 

I have chosen this subject simply because it is one that deeply 
concerns the human family, there being so many addicted to the 
habit I have seen nothing written on the subject, either in books 
or medical journals. Our authors, so far as 1 have examined, are 
perfectly dumb on the habit and treatment of opium-eating. 

I was led to investigate this subject under the peculiar circum- 
stances of being a slave to the habit myself. In the year 1870 I 
had a severe attack of rheumatism. Was confined to my roon^ 
four months. I suffered intensely, and to relieve that suffering I 
used morphia, the great panacea for pain. I thus contracted, un- 
consciously, the abominable habit 

When I got able to leave my room I thought I was cured. I 
found I could have no rest when I left off taking the morphia 
In the course of time my rheumatism developed into neuralgia, or 
what I thought was neuralgia, but am satisfied now it was the 
effect of morphia. So, acting on my judgment at the time, I con- 
tinued the morphia in larger doses, which would lull me some, but 
not relieve the pain. I never suffered myself to use morphia. to» 
that inordinate extent that I have known some to use it There- 
fore it did not supply the demands of the system. I had to resort 
to something else. 1 took, in connection with the morphia. Gross' 
neuralgia pills. I continued in this condition for some time, get- 
ting no better, in fact, worse. I concluded to try Brown- Sequard's 
neuralgia pills with morphia. All the while my system demand- 
ing more of the opium. Not willing to increase the dose, I thus 
kept myself in that condition, suffering all the while, as I thoughit,. 
from neuralgia. Sometimes I would call it periostitis, so painfui 
would be the part affected, especially on pressure. 

I knew the morphia was injuring me. My secretions were all 
checked, bowels constipated, no appetite, at times my memory- 
was defective, my mind vasciilating, no decision of character, in 
fact, I had no energy. In a semi-comatose condition, only wheni 
I was under the exhilerating effect of the morphia, which would 
only last two or three hours, when the effect would die out partly,, 
leaving me in great pain, which I would bear until my regular 
time for taking a dose, which was morning and night. I would! 
watch the time with eager anxiety for the hour to come, so dis- 
tressing was my condition. A physician who makes treating the 
opium habit a specialty, and has treated more than a thousand 
patients, told me I had fought it more manfully than any patient, 
he ever saw. 

I lost the power of my muscles, so much so I could not put my 
foot into my stirrup and mount the smallest pony. I had to drag 
myself into my buggy with my hands, havmg so little strength im 
my legs. My muscular system seemed to be flabby — want of tone 
and power; my heart would flutter and palpitate upon the least 
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•exertion or excitement, I think for the want of tone of the walls 
<of the heart, as I do not have those S3'mptoms now. 

I have now told you some of the effects of the opium habit on 
myself. I will now try to tell what I call the indescribable part, 
in the language of a medical brother, I will call it the "indescrib- 
•able wretchedness" of feeling produced by leaving off the mor- 
iphia. I will here say that no one who has thoroughly contracted 
'the habit can be cured if he at the same time attempts to carry on 
-any business. He must leave oft everything and give himself en- 
Jtirely to treatment. I made several efforts to leave off suddenly, 
;although I had not been as great a slave to morphia as a patient I 
once saw who took thirty grains night and morning, yet I found 
it impossible to leave oft suddenly, although I had never taken 
over two grains at a dose. I well remember, on one occasion, I 
resolved to quit oft' at once. I knew the terrible scenes and suf- 
fering I would have to undergo, so I fortified myself with a pint 
of the best whisky. The hour came to take the accustomed dose, 
and with it the indescribable wretchedness alluded to. But I be- 
gan on the whisky as an antidote. I drank the pint in less than 
three hours without any eftect. I walked the floor all night long-. 
I was like a wild man. My limbs felt as if they would weigh a 
ton. My wife, knowing the trouble, advised me to take a small 
dose of morphia. I did so. It relieved me. Such sweet peace 
and repose I never shall forget. I then tried the gradual reduction 
plan, but trying to keep up my business and practice at the same 
time, I failed. The fact was, 1 did not realize the magnitude and 
power of the enemy I had to fight. Failing in all my efforts to 
..get rid of the pernicious habit, I resolved to leave home and busi- 
Tiess and put myself under treatment at the St. Louis Sanitarium. 
I remained there some time. The treatment was a gradual with- 
drawal of the opium, quietude, and good nourishing diet. I will 
here say, that the only remedy for the opium habit is opium. One 
^reat trouble with me in trying to cure myself, I tried to reduce 
too rapidly. It has to be slow to give the system time to recuper- 
ate. As the system rallies, in the same proportion can the opium 
he reduced. In my case the opium was withdrawn too rapidly at 
iirst, my system became prostrated to some extent so that I had to 
reduce the opiate as I could bear it. 

In about three months I was cured, or could go without the 
opium. The last fourth of a grain was more trouble to get rid of 
than all the rest. No one that has had no experience in the opium 
ihabit can conceive of the magnitude and power of its effects. 

The cause of the failure of treating opium-eaters after the old 
^lan is plain to my mind. The absurd idea of confining a patient 
in a cell and withholding the opium to substitute someting else is 
perfectly barbarous. This plan of treatment, I am sorry to say, 
ftias been adopted by some hospitals. The result was, the patient 
ibecame crazed, had to be confined in a strait-jacket, relaxation, 
jpro&tration and diarrhoea set in and a horrible death was the ter- 
»mination. 

Gentlemen, in conclusion, I will say, the treatment of the opium 
habit is that of similia similibus curantiir. — St. Louis Clin. jRec, 
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ON THE IMPORTANCE OF RECOGNIZING THE CON- 
DITIONS KNOWN AS STHENIC AND ASTHE- 
NIC, IN DIFFERENTIATING THE CAU- 
CASIAN AND AFRICAN RACES ; 
AND IN DISEASES GEN- 
ERALLY. 



By Harvey L. Byrd, M. D., Baltimore. 



There are two good old words with explicit signification, which 
^were much and properly used for the most part by our grand- 
fathers in the profession, that seem to have lost their value in a 
great measure in the estimation of some of our modern teachers 
and writers upon medical subjects, which might be profitably re- 
stored to their former prominence and importance in our profes- 
sional literature of the present day. Should this brief communica- 
tion, therefore, produce no other beneficial result than that of re- 
calling attention to their significance and their peculiar fitness to 
occupy an enduring place in our nomenclature, and thus to keep 
the two widely separated and almost diametrically opposite states 
or conditions of the human organism in health and in disease, al- 
ways prominently and perspicuously before the medical mind, a 
most important step will have been taken toward wiping away 
some of the flimsy drapery with which certain morbid conditions 
have been sought to be clothed by a few modern writers, and 
many of the hair-breadth distinctions between .diseases, attempted 
to be made by others, bridged over or annihilated altogether. The 
import of the good old Greek, sthenos and asthenos^ stand out in 
bold relief before the mind of the medical philosopher, of much 
practical experience in the profession, whenever he is called to the 
bedside of disease. And like the Pillars of Hercules, they must 
ever mark the entrance into the great sea'of successful professional 
practice, where their significance is obeyed as it should be. It is 
not, therefore, claiming too much for those words to add, that a 
correct knowledge of the conditions which they represent, estab- 
lishes the only true basis or foundation, upon which an accurate 
diagnosis can be formed, and consequently a correct therapeusis 
instituted in the treatment of diseases. 

The value and importance, then, for the revival and a more gen- 
eral use of those terms in our discussions and treatment of the 
thousand ills to which flesh is heir, must be obvious to the intelli- 
gent mind upon a moment's consideration ; particularly as they 
may be readily observed as intimately associated with the action 
of morbific agents in ^he development of disease, and sometimes, 
if not frequently, important factors as predisposing, and, possibly, 
even the existing cause of certain diseases in either * race, and 
among many conditions of mankind. But there is absolute neces- 
sity for the use of these words, if we would appreciate at their 
proper value certain normal or natural states and conditions as we 
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find them existing in the primordial types of the genus homo, 
And long experience has satisfied my mind completely that pro- 
fessional success of a high order is unattainable where the Cau- 
casian and African races are contemporaneously attended either 
in hospital or private practice, without heeding the natural ten- 
dency ot disease to a sthenic state in the white and an asthenic 
condition in the negro race. This state of things is conspicuously 
marked in endemic and epidemic visitations, when the two races- 
are under the action of the same morbific agent or influence for a. 
certain space of time. The natural and radically distinct differ- 
ences and peculiarities, anatomical and physiological, which exist 
between the negro and the white man, have been already suffi- 
ciently referred to in a previous article in this journal, when speak- 
ing of the primordial races of man; and hence it will only be 
necess?iry to say a few words, a little further on in this paper, on 
the effect of tnateries morbi^ and the action of therapeutic agents- 
upon the respective races to render the entire matter clearly intel- 
ligible to the reader. 

As both the white man and negro are exotic, and have resided 
contemporaneously in this country for a sufficiently long period of 
time under the same and similar climatic, hygienic and physical 
surroundings to be equally well known, they are, therefore, in a 
suitable condition to be studied in regard to their predisposition to, 
and their ability to withstand, the influence of morbific agents, 
when acting as chief factors in the development of endemic and 
epidemic diseases. 

Whilst presenting some lestding facts in support of the forego- 
ing premises, I shall take occasion to introduce the action of thera- 
peutic agents, as being fully in harmony with the laws which 
establish and control diversity in the races to which they apply ; 
and thus develop the utility, not to say imperative necessity, for 
carefully regarding the sthenic and asthenic conditions as factors 
of the highest value in the diseases to which the races are liable. 
And, therefore, the absolute demand for a modification of treat- 
ment in the Caucasian an'd African races when sufiering from the 
same disease. 

To what has been said already of the status of the two races 
must now be added the distinctions of age and sex, in order thtt 
the parallelism may be rendered as complete. as possible, and thus 
the differentiations be perspicuously brought forth and made of 
practical advantage to the profession in a clearer presentation of 
the value of symptoms and signs at the bedside. As already inti- 
mated, the white and black races are not equally liable to impres- 
sions from morbific agents and influences. 

Thus, to Cholera — For twenty or more years preceding the late 
civil war, cholera occurred from time to time, endemically, among- 
the negroes on the rice plantations of South Carolina and Georgia, 
assuming even epidemic proportions as it extended to adjacent or 
contiguous plantations ; and though the overseer and his subordi- 
nates and their families even, remained upon the plantations con- 
tinuously during such visitations, they enjoyed almost complete 
immunity from the disease. The negroes all the while manifesting 
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the chain of phenomena so characteristic of Asiatic cholera in a 
malignant form. 

Second, — Yellow Fever. — As that disease prevailed epidem- 
ically in the cities of the South, in ante-bellum times, the white or 
Caucasian race, was the material upon which it seemed pleased to- 
feed ; and the fairer the type, all other things being equal, the 
greater the fatality of the disease; while the African, or negro- 
race, was nearly exempt from its ravages. In my own experience,, 
in the treatment of hundreds ot yellow fever patients, I never saw 
a case of black vomit in a negro. 

TTiird, — Malaria. — While he was liable to be attacked with 
remittent and intermittent fever, the negro was very far less ex- 
posed to the effects of malaria than the white man, under the same 
circumstances. 

JFourth, — Inflammatory Diseases. The negro suffered 

much less frequently from inflammation of the serous and fibrous 
tissues than the white race, and much less also from troubles of 
that kind in the mucous surfaces ; and though attacked with pneu- 
monia to a considerable extent, when it appeared to prevail epi- 
demically in the South, he did not suffer in the same ratio with the 
white man, though far more exposed to inclement weather and at- 
mospheric vicissitudes. The parallelism and differentiations of the 
disease to which the two races are exposed might be extended al- 
most indefinitely ; but it is thought that a sufi[icient number of facts 
have been adduced to satisfy the wishes of any who might be pur- 
suing this branch of professional inquiry, and I will therefore- 
hasten on, as fast as practicable, to the other salient points adverted 
to in the earlier portion of this paper. 

Any, and as far as I know, every disease that affects the white and 
negro races, in common, assumes a lower grade of action much 
sooner, under the same circumstances, in the latter than in the 
former race, when that state is not conspicuously obvious ah initio. 

Again, I feel quite sure that I can state, with great accuracy and 
propriety of language, that the converse of the foregoing obser- 
vations is true of diseases generally in the white race — certainly 
so when contrasted with morbid conditions as found in the former 
race. Hence it would seem to be logically certain, that while a 
disease might exhibit a higher or lower grade of action, in either 
the Caucasian or the African, under certain circumstances, and at 
different times, the law of depending upon difference in race is, 
that the type of disease in the white race, is sthenic, and it is- 
asthenic in the negro, under the same, or as nearly as possible the 
same, circumstances. These types will of course suffer modifica- 
tion or exaltation, and become more or less sthenic or asthenic, 
under different or varying influences'; all of which are, however^ 
too well known or easily recognized by the profession generaly to 
require that more should be said in that connection. But these 
facts do not lessen the value of the preceding statements in any 
way, regarding the tendency of all diseases to assume a sthenic or 
an asthenic type, whether they occur in the white or negro 
races. 

The constancy of the action ot this law was strikingly exem- 
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plified in my experience in the South during the civil war, both 
in regard to the symptoms of disease and the treatment necessary 
for the two races, under as nearly the same circumstances as it is 
possible for them to appear. A proper appreciation of the forego- 
ing facts is necessary in order that therapeutic applications may be 
judiciously and properly made in the treatment of diseases. In 
fact, it may be safely said that this most important consummation 
cannot be certainly reached in any other way. To illustrate its 
value, I will state a few facts that have been repeatedly observed 
in my professional experience. Thus, sedatives and depressants 
and antiphlogistics generally, whilst often called for in the treat- 
ment of acute and recent cases of disease, and manifest such 
prompt and decisive benefit when applied in the Caucasian, as a 
rule produce no good results in the negro, unless they should be 
used with great caution, and then suspended promptly upon the 
slightest evidence of depression taking place ; and it may be safely 
said that such remedies are often productive of positive harm in 
his case. This fact is particularly and strikingly exemplified in the 
effects of bloodletting and in the action of veratrum viride — two 
of the most potent sedatives and at the same time valuable agents 
where their action is called for in the white race, are almost al- 
ways attended with harm m the negro, and especially so when 
carried to the extent found useful and necessary in the Caucasian. 
Thus, no agents act more satisfactorily or philosophically in the 
subduction of acute inflammatory symptoms in the white race, or 
Are more urgently called for in the scientific treatment of such 
cases, than bloodletting and arterial sedatives ; and yet, if they are 
resorted to for a similar purpose in the negro, the greatest caution 
-and circumspection are imperatively demanded in order that harm 
shall not result from their use. In the rare cases in the negro 
which seem to warrant active antiphlogistic treatment, tonics and 
stimulants are required at an early period in their management. 
Opium and its preparations are badly borne by the African, as a 
rule, and the same is true, in an equal degree, of the entire nar- 
cotic class of remedial agents in their action upon his organism. 

This is an exceedingly interesting branch of professional in- 
<juiry, and though the field is so inviting as to tempt me to detain 
the reader much further in the presentation of many other valu- 
able facts g^aned in it during more than two decades of active 
practice upon and near the rice plantations of South Carolina and 
-Georgia, where, I may add, that in ante-bellum days the material 
and the opportunities for turning it to practical and valuable ac- 
count were of the most abundant character, yet it seems necessary 
that, after a few more words or statements of closely allied facts, 
this hastily written article should be brought to a close. 

The hybrid — mulatto — is a tactor of considerable importance to 
physicians who encounter him in practice to much extent. But 
when he is considered as partaking of the structure and nature of 
his progenitors in a nearly equal degree, it will be readily perceived 
that he occupies a place intermediate, or between the Caucasian 
and African races, in other respects also. His immunity and his 
susceptibility to the diseases of his progenitors, and his impressi- 
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bility to the action of therapeutic agents, is also of an intermedi- 
ate grade between that of the races from which he sprang. — N', 
Y. Med. Record, 



A TRUSTWORTHY COMBINATION OF COCA, VI- 
BURNUM AND CELERY, WITH NOTES 
OF CASES. 



By William B. Hazard, M. D., 

P.ofeaior of General Pathology and of D seases of the Mind and Nervous System, 
St. Loais College of Physicians and Suxigeons, etc 



Erythroxylon Coca is a shrub growing in several of the States 
of South. America. The leaves are the parts of the plant used as 
a nervous stimulant or tonic. A large amount is collecteil annually 
by the natives and preserved for use by being dried in the sun. 
They are oval in shape, about two inches in length, and have a bit- 
ter and pungent taste when green ; when dried, they taste like 
Chinese tea. The natives' method of use is by chewing the 
leaves mixed with a little ashes or lime. 

The leaves contain coca-tannic acid, a variety of tannin which 
gives a green reaction with salts of iron ; cocaina, a fixed, crys- 
talizable alkaloid which benumbs the tongue and has a bitter taste; 
and hygrina, a volatile alkaloid, pale yellow in color, oily in con- 
sistence and possessing an alkaline reaction and a burning taste. 

The physiological actions of coca upon animals are as follows : 
In small doses it dilates the pupils, causes hyperaesthesia and loss 
of co-ordination of movements. In medium doses, it lessens, and 
then abolishes sensibility. In large doses, it produces tetanic con- 
vulsions. 

In man, all authorities agree that it prevents fatigue and enables 
the user to perform more labor with less exhaustion than would 
otherwise ensue. The natives of South America, at the time of 
the Spanish conquest, claimed for it a divine origin. This caused 
the conquerors to interdict its use ; but these religious scruples 
gave way before the fact that the enslaved populace could per- 
form much more labor with than without it — a strong testimonial 
to the benefits it confers upon its consumers. The results of ex- 
periments made in this country are that coca retards, in some way 
as yet unexplained, tissue metamorphosis, and consequently dimin- 
ishes waste, while, at the same time, it stimulates the nervous sys- 
tem without subsequent ill effects. 

The medicinal virtues of coca are faithfully outlined in its phys- 
iological action. It is indicated in all functional affections in which 
it is a desideratum to prevent waste of muscular or nervous tissue. 
In all such conditions this agent becomes a valuable aid to con- 
servative medicine. More effective than tea or coffee, and devoid 
of the per*Jcious properties of alcohol or opium, it gives the 
patient a respite from suffering and gives the physician what he 
most needs : time in which to obtain the reparation of worn-out 
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physiological units of the organism through the agency of iiu- 
proved nutrition. 

In the treatment of the alcohol and opium habits, coca has 
proven itself simply invaluable. Nervous exhaustion, whether 
superinduced by too prolonged brain -work, business worry, or ex- 
<:esses in venery. finds in coca a valuable help toward a restoration 
to the normal condition. In convalescence from acute diseases, 
this again becomes a valuable aid by hindering excessive waste of 
the body and giving time for the digestive organs to supply new 
material for the restoration of the exhausted organism. 

There is a large class of cases which require something more 
than a mere nervous stimulant, although the principal symptoms are 
'"those of nervous exhaustion. Reference is here made -to those in- 
stances of disease, which in the female are accompanied with pel- 
vic pain, and, in the male, with urethral and prostatic hyperesthesia, 
iind in both sexes with depression of spirits amounting to hypo- 
chondria reaching almost to melancholia. These cases require a 
sedative effect to be exerted especially over the reflex apparatus of 
the genito-spinal and abdominal sympathetic systems. 

The varieties of Viburnum (V. opulus and V. piainifoliurn) have 
the power of reducing hyperaesthesia and reflex excitability — in 
these directions. Ovarian neuralgia, tending to abortion and dys- 
menorrhoeain the woman, and prostatorrhoea, psychical impotency 
and numberless symptoms of exaggerated irritability of the sen- 
sory nerves in the man, are happily relieved by preparations of 
viburnum. 

Celery (Apium graveolens) has long been recognized as pos- 
sessing strong powers as a diuretic, at the same time controlling 
irritability of the bladder, and exerting a most beneficial influence 
over headaches of a nervous origin. As a soothing agent in sleep- 
lessness originating in over-work, and as a stomachic tonic, when 
taken in moderate quantity after meals, aiding in digestion and as- 
similation, popular favor has long since marked it out as **a friend 
in need" to the nervous dyspeptic as well as to those whose appe- 
tite tempts to over-indulgence at the table. Celery, when taken 
in substance, or if the stalks are not properly blanched, often acts 
disadvantageously, especially if it is hastily swallowed without 
proper mastication. This may be avoided by the use of a fluid 
extract. The bane of American life is dyspepsia, which has 
gained recognition as the American disease. Good cooking and 
«jufficient mastication of food would do much to overcome this 
national enemy. But we have to take things as we find them, and 
the average American has to have a stomachic stimulant or tonic 
furnished him to overcome the effects of a bad cuisine and worse 
habits as regards the pursuit of business as well as ingestion of 
food. 

In Richardson's "Celerina" we find a combination which 
very fairly meets the requisites hereinbefore pointed out. As a 
tonic and soothing agent, acting primarily upon the digestive and 
genito-urinary systems, and as a modifier of the nutrition of the 
nerves supplying the pelvis, it is, theoretically, well calculated to 
meet a large class of indications. Practically, it has proven itself 
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■worthy of a more extensive trial than it has yet had from the 
medical profession. 

My own experience with "Celerina" has, thus far, been rather 
limited. In two cases of dysmenorrhoea, accompanied with ova- 
-rian hyperaesthesia, due to excessive child-bearing and over-work 
at the wash-tub, and consequent loss of appetite and emaciation, 
"Celerina" afforded marked relief. These were charity cases 
-and, consequently, not very favorable subjects for treatment. 
Under better circumstances, I am satisfied that permanent relief 
would have resulted. 

A case of the most marke:i nervous exhaustion, consequent on 
prolonged masturbation, resulting in temporary impotency, was 
referred to me by a physician in Central Texas, in the summer of 
1883. The patient was a very intelligent gentleman of thirty- two 
years of age ; single ; hypochondriacal, and low-spirited, almost 
to the verge of suicide. Treatment by strychnia, phospliorus, 
laxatives and local applications to the neighborhood of the pros- 
tate gave him no relief. Cold baths and a general tonic regimen 
were equally without result. He was finally given two pounds of 
^'Celerina," with directions to take two teaspoon fuls after each 
meal, which were faithfully carried out, and a permanent cure was 
•effected. 

The first result to be achieved in the treatment of such a case, is 
to secure complete abstinence from the vile practice which was the 
primary cause of the trouble. This is often beyond the enfeebled 
powers of the patient, unless he has proper medical aid. I think 
the effects of viburnum, in this regard, by soothing the urethral 
mucous membrane and counteracting the "irritable weakness" of 
the genito-spinal center, may be safely relied upon in cases where 
there is any amount of will-power available. 

In a second case referred to me in October, 1882, by a physician 

• of Southern Kansas, there was less marked hypochondria, due to 
indigestion, constipation, and lack of out-door exercise. Here a 
proper laxative, horseback exercise, and regulated diet produced 
some improvement,but the mental depression was not relieved 
until the second eight ounces ot "Celerina" had been nearly ex- 
hausted. 

In February of this year, an old gentleman from Southern Ar- 
kansas, the subject of attacks of melancholia recurring every two 
or three years, presented himself to me for treatment. His then 
present attack was marked by no definite delusion, but by such a 
profound depression of spirits that he could scarcely refrain from 

• committing suicide whenever the surrounding circumstances would 
give him the opportunity to take his own fife. Although a man 
of wealth, he feared impending poverty, at the same time recog- 
nizing the folly of such fears. Laxatives, cannabis indica, bime- 

•conite of morphia, and a hydrotherapeutic course did him no goo.d. 
He greatly improved on "Celerina," and at last accounts seemed 
fairly on the road towards recovery. His digestion and sleep were 
greatly improved by this preparation, and I consider it aided to 

:make his condition more tolerable ; at the same time I believe he 
'Would have recovered, as he had on three previous occasions, with- 
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out much medication. It is possible, however, that he avoided 
commitment to an asylum by the use of the medicines prescribed, 
something terribly humiliating to a proud and sensitive spirit such 
as that possessed by this gentleman, as well as agonizing to his 
relatives and friends. 

The excessive wear and tear of the muscular system during an 
attack of chorea and after rapidly recurring epileptic paroxysms, 
as well as during delirium tremens, would douotless be diminished 
by the judicious use of this valuable agent. 

«I trust the profession may be induced to give this combination 
of excellent remedies a fair trial in properly selected cases. £ 
know the honorable character of the manufacturers, and that r«>li- 
ance can be placed implicitly upon the purity and genuineness oF 
the agents entering into its composition. 

The protest of the profession has always been uttered against 
"secret nostrums," and "patent preparations," in neither of which 
category can this combination of well-known, recognized drugs 
in definite proportions, be classed, nor should the opposition to 
trade-marks deter any one from its use, when, as in the present 
instance, the trade mark is a guarantee of trustworthiness. — Med^ 
Brief, 

THE SWALLOWING OF A SILVER HALF-DOLLAR— 

DEATH. 



A young man about twenty years of age lost a silver half-dollar 
while throwing it up and catching it in his mouth. He looked for 
it about the room, but failing to find it, and feeling a sensation in 
his throat, concluded that he must have swallowed it. On trying- 
to eat he experienced difficulty in swallowing, which was much 
less after one or two attempts. For several days he ate only soft 
food, swallowing with difficulty. After that he took his usual diet 
He consulted a doctor, who gave him an emetic, and another who- 
twice passed a probang. The latter assured him that the coin 
must have passed into the stomach, and that the sensation which 
still persisted was simply the result of irritation. 

Nineteen days after the accident he had an attack of hiccough 
while at dinner. After this the sensation of pressure in the throat 
was less. He grew pale and thin. He slept little, and could rest 
only with his head high. He was very nervous, and after about 
two days complained of feeling very tired. He then had repeated 
attacks of haematemesis, became unconscious, and died twenty- 
two days after losing the coin. 

I give the following notes of the autopsy from the memorandum! 
of Dr. D. S. Burr : 

BiNGHAMTON, N. Y., July 19, 1879. 

Stomach normal, filled with black blood clotted. Upper part of 
small intestine normal, and filled with black grumous blood. 
CEsophagus: posterior to commencement of descending aorta the 
coin was found, with two small * perforations into the descending^ 
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aorta. The coin was a silver half-dollar, and presented the flat 
sides toward the back and front. 

The peculiar features in the case are : First The point of lodg- 
ment. The coin appears to have been moving with suflicient force 
to pass the constriction at the level of the cricoid cartilage and yet 
to have been too large to reach the cardiac orifice. 

Second. The transverse position in a vertical plane, which, with 
the backward curve of the oesophagus, might enable the probang 
to pass in front of it without the operator feeling any obstruction. 
At any rate it did not pr^^sent a se'^ious obstacle to the passage of 
food. 

Third. The absence of any extensive inflammation. The only 
discoverable lesion being the small ulcerations into the aorta^ 
through which the patient slowly bled to death, hemorrhage prob- 
ably beginning at the attack of hiccough three days before death. 
— Boston Med, and Surg, yournal. 



Fatal Effects from the Bee's Sting. — Elsewhere in this num- 
ber of the journal we print an extract from the Lancet, going to 
show that the sting of the bee occasionally proves fatal. An ad- 
ditional instance, if we may credit a press dispatch, occurred last 
week in the town of Milan, in Tennessee. The report is, that a 
woman was stung on the nose, and died in* a few minutes. If it 
should really prove that in a number of cases death may fairly be- 
imputed to the sting of the bee, the matter will be well wortn in- 
vestigating. Ordinarily, as is well known, only a local irritation 
is produced. If we concede that the mosquito can implant the- 
Filaria sanguinis hominis in a man's blood, it seems not unrea- 
sonable to conjecture that the bite or sting of various animals not 
usually venomous may be made so on occasions of their having 
fed upon some septic or noxious substance. It is highly desirable 
that well-observed cases of this sort should be put on record. — 
N, r, Med, Record, 

The Editor of this Journal is cognizant of a case of death re- 
sulting from the sting of a bee. In this case, however, there was 
evidently an idiosyncracy, as the same party had narrowl} escaped 
death on a former occasion from the same cause. — Ed. So. Med. 
Record.] 

Cure of Squint "Without Operatton. — In the early stages of 
a Convergent strabismus, before the internal rectus muscle is per- 
manently contracted, Dr. Boucheron (Schmidt's Tarbucher, Jan- 
uary 17, 1883) claims that a cure is possible without operation. 
He states that, as a convergence is caused by efforts of accommo- 
dation for near objects, if we take away the power of accommo- 
dation, squint will not occur. He maintains a constant mydriasis 
by the instillation of atropine night and morning. A cure i& 
usually obtained in two or three weeks. If atropine is not well 
borne, other mydriatics, such is duboisia, may be used. In nine 
cases of intermittent strabismus the author obtained eight cures by 
this method. — Medical Record^ N, T, 
id 
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ABSTEAOTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Bromide of Sodium and Bromide of Potassium. — A 

physiological study of the two salts in question supports the fol- 
lowing propositions : 

1. The bromide of sodium, because it is a sodic compound, should 
be more congenial, less disturbing, to the fluids and solids of the 
body than its potassic congener. 

2. The sodium salt, in extended use, should be less depressing 
to the heart, all potassic salts, after a time, tending to produce car- 
diac depression. 

3. The sodic bromide is less offensive to the taste, much less irri- 
tating to the stomach. 

4. The bromide of sodium should have equal, if not superior, 
general therapeutic power with the bromide of potassium, since 
while the former has a bromine per cent, of 78, the latter has but 
66. 

To which it may be added, my clinical experience has brought 
me the following conclusions : 

1. The bromide of sodium has equal therapeutic power, 
throughout the entire range of medication (with possibly an ex- 
ception), with that of the bromide of potassium. 

2. Not only this, but the bromide of sodium has superior thera- 
peutic value, both from the greater mildness of its physiological 
inipression, and because of additional therapeutic applications 
which were confined to the potassic salt, would be inconvenient if 
not impossible. 

And, first, bromide of sodium is pre- eminently the child's bro- 
mide, as tannate of quinia is the '^babe's quinine. It is much less 
•disagreeable to the taste, and less likely to be objected to. In the 
case of the very young, children a few months or under two years 
of age, where small quantities of the remedy are all that is re- 
quired, I have frequently followed the suggestion of the French, 
and seasoned the infant s food with the bromide of sodium in- 
stead of with common salt, for example, a few grains added to ihe 
'bottle of milk several times through the day or at bed-time. The 
occasions when we must disgust the young with offensive and 
T>ulky remedies are far too many ; it is a good thing to avoid them 
when we can. Again, the babe will seldom object to two or four 
grains of the sodic bromide in a teaspoonful of water, sweetened 
or not. The bromide of potassium is another matter altogether. 

For nausea and vomiting of the adult, and especially in the 
nervous female, occasioned by whatever common derangement of 
stomach or reflected disturbance, I have found bromide of sodium 
in ice- water — a half drachm to the half tumbler— one of the most 
effective of remedies. It must, of course, be drank slowly, a little 
at a time, as the stomach can receive it, and it is an essential con- 
dition that a little ice be kept in the solution until it is all taken. I 
remember in one instance treating effectively three such cases in 
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-the course of the week. They were all night calls, but I avoided 

tgoing out by sending the bromide with instructions how to use it, 
^nd, in one case, also ice from my refrigerator. I know of no 

^ther one remedy, not even morphia, in minute doses, that will ac- 
•complish so much, and morphia may be objectionable on account 

•of after-effect, which the bromide never is. I should despair of 
treating this class of cases with bromide of potassium ; the taste 
would often insure its refusal almost before it had reached the 

stomach — in a case where the vomitive tract of impression and 
conduction involves not alone the surface of the stomach, but also 

"Cesophagus, fauces, and even to the very mouth — or, if the stomach 

<could be induced to receive it, its positively irritating effect would 
soon occasion its rejection, and leave the patient worse than before 
any medicine was taken. Similar criticism applies to the choice 
of a bromide tor sea-sickness. — Boston Med, and Surg, your, 

Boroglyceride in the Treatment of Diseases of the Eye 
and Ear. — L. Webster Fox, M. D., in the Western Medical Re- 
porter, says : 

Boroglyceride, which has drawn the attention of surgeons to its 
antiseptic and astringent properties, has been used by me in the 
-ophthalmoloeical and aural department of the Germantown Hos- 
pital for the last six months. The number of cases treated have 
been numerous enough to justify my recommending it as a very 
valuable agent in the treatment of certain ocular and aural 
troubles. 

To Dr. Granville Faugbt, formerly resident physician, I am 
greatly indebted for the successful preparation of the drug, as well 
.as to his careful attention to the patients treated, and notes made 
-on each respective case. 1 reft- r the reader to Dr. Faught's article 
-on boroglyceride, in the present number of this journal, not only 
^s to the manner of it« preoaration, but also to his views on the 
-drug as a therapeutic remeay. 

Boroglyceride, when applied to the healthy conjunctiva, pro- 
educes a sharp, smarting pain, lasting several minutes, profuse 
ilachrymation and congestion of the smaller veins and arteries, not 
-only of the mucous surface of the lids, but of the conjunctiva cov- 
-«ring the eyeball ; this being followed by contraction of the ves- 
sels, the sclerotic becoming pearly, and cornea particularly bril- 
liant. 

It has an acrid taste, nof unpleasant. Its astringent properties 
^re made manifest by a decided puckering of the mucous lining of 
^he mouth. ^ 

In certain chronic conditions of the conjunctiva, patients do not 
complain of the smarting pain at first, but after several days^ .use 
this becomes manifest. 

The preparations used have contained ten per cent, and fifty 
^er cent, of the drug in glycerine. It is soluble in glycerine, cold 
^nd hot water. 

In cases of acute conjunctivitis, with slight secretions, the fol- 
lowing colly rium has been found efficacious: 
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B Borogly ceride 3 j, 

Camphor or rose water 1 - . 

Distilled water P^ ^ J* 

This can be applied either by a bit ot cotton-wool or by the 
spray. After several applications, the congestion disappears, and 
the mucous surface is restored to its normal condition. In granu- 
lar lids, with much thickening of the conjunctiva complicated with , 
pannus of cornea, a fifty per cent, solution was used. The slight: 
purulent secretions were checked immediately ; the thickened and 
congested condition of the conjunctiva was reduced, the vessels on 
the cornea disappeared leaving it clear and transparent ; but no* 
change is observable in the hypertrophied condition of the papillse, 
excepting to make them more pronounced in their outline. At 
this stage of the treatment, xerosis conjunctivaB is not unfrequently 
produced. The conjunctivae are free from moisture, and the patient 
nas sensations ot heat and dryness in the eyes, which are distress- 
ing. The treatment should be discontinued, and a solution or 
nitrate of silver, five or ten -grains to the ounce, substituted ; one- 
application daily should be made to the parts, until the normal 
secretions are restored ; then the sulphate of copper, in substance, 
is to be applied once daily to the now reduced trachoma. Under 
this treatment the granulations disappear very rapidly, the lids be- 
come smooth, and, where there is pannus, the cor nea^ regains and. 
retains its transparency. — Western Med. Reporter, 

Hemorrhagic Diathesis. — Dr. Wm. Savery, in Obstetric So- 
ciety of Philadelphia, related the history of a bov, five years of 
age, who had fallen and received a slight wound 0/ the scalp from 
a nail sticking out of a post ; it was a mere scratch and did not 
need a stitch to hold it together, but it bled profusely ; all sorts or 
domestic remedies, including cob-web, had been tried without 
avail. The doctor finally succeeded with lint, wet with Monsel's 
solution and continued firm pressure. 

A few days later the same boy fell from one step on the floor ; 
there was no external wound nor loss of blood, but the side of the 
face was enormously swelled from hemorrhage into the tissues. 
A course of iron and tonics has improved the boy's appearance^ 
but he is still pale. 

Dr. Horace Williams had seen a case of obstinate and prolonged 
hemorrhage after the extraction of a tooth ; it was finally stopped 
by fitting a cork into the alveolar cavity. 

An infant aged nine days was attacl^d with purpuric spots over 
the body and bleeding at the navel. To the latter were applied 
successively styptic colloid, tannin, Monsel's solution, MonseFs salt, 
in powder, and finally transverse pains and figufe of eight liga- 
tures : but the bleeding reappeared as soon as the latter came away 
and the child finally died from loss of blood. 

Dr. R, A. Cleemann had under his care a young man who had 
previously suffered from profuse hemorrhage for two days, conse- 
quent on the extraction of a tooth ; the hemorrhage was finally- 
stopped by Dr. Hartshorn, who plugged the cavity with a styptic- 
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Dr. H. advised the young man never again to run the risk of a 
'hemorrhage of any kind, as it would probably prove fatal. Re- 
cently, he had been suffering severely trom a toothache which no- 
thing but extraction could relieve. Dr. Cleemann put him on 
gallic acid internally, and tannic acid locally, for two weeks before 
the extraction, which was accomplished without any unusual loss 
-of blood. 

In a case of nasal hemorrhage, the anterior and posterior nares 

were plugged, but then ecchymoses appeared around the eyes, and 

the plugs were removed, transfusion of a few ounces of blood was 

-employed and the hemorrhage ceased and did not return ; the 

patient died three months later of phthisis. 

Dr. E. L. Ducr considered gallic acid a very valuable remedy for 
hemorrhage. He would like particularly to bring before the So- 
-ciety the old but neglected remedy, Erigeron or flea-bane ; the 
tincture and the volatile oil are very efficient when used internally 
to stop hemorrhage. The oil may be given in doses of ten drops 
•every ten minutes until the bleeding is checked, after which it may 
be continued at longer intervals until the tendency has passed 
away. 

Dr. Githens had been using oil of Erigeron for a number of 
years with remarkable success as an internal hemostatic. It was 
far more reliable than any other with which be was acquainted. — 
Obstetric Gazette, 

Viability of the Premature Fetus.— At the meeting of the 
Lebanon, Ohio, Medical Society some months ago, Dr. Scoville 
related a case with essentially the following outline of history : 

The patient in question menstruated during the second week of 
last December ; claims to have positive knowledge that she con- 
ceived December 23d. She was confined with a premature child 
on the 29th of May, which would make a period of 15^ days. The 
* child lived 23 hours ; cried several times ; took nourishment. It 
was a male, weight, one pound twelve ounces. Length, about 
twelve inches. 

Such cases of viability of the premature fetus come to us from 
time to time, and they suggest the inquiry as to how early we are 
to deem premature children capable, not merely of temporary via- 
bility, but of going forward to live. 

Not long since, 1 found in one of the medical journals a case 
much the same in history with that of Dr. Scoville ; but the time 
is still shorter. It is reported by Dr. Williams, of Frankfort, 
Kentucky. 

"December 23d, 1882, Mrs. S. aborted ; was unwell twice after- 
ward ; well February 13th, 1882, of the last menstruation. July 
4th, the doctor attendee! her again in an abortion, i.e.^ 141 days 
from the last menstruation. The fetus weighed one and one-half 
pounds ; moved and breathed for half an hour and made a feeble 
-cry. 

Such cases as these do not prove that with special favoring cir- 
<umstances or care, the child might or might not have lived ; and 
_yet there is suggested to us, that with so much matured organism 
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and vitality a child might very frequently survive ; and if so, what: 
means should be employed when these favorable cases of prema- 
turity occur. 

Physiologically, hov^revcr, the sentiment of the profession has*, 
not favored the probability of sustaining the life ot children bomt 
at a stage of prematurity at all expressed in such cases as the two- 
I have briefly quoted. 

The general formula announced in most of our old and standard^ 
authorities was to the effect that about seven lunar months, or some- - 
thing less than 200 days, of the intra-uterine existence and devel- 
opment, was necessary to reach a stage of Independent and per- 
manent viability. — Obstetric Gazette, 

Percussion of the Colon in Diarrhcea. — Diarrhoea depend-- 
ing upon fecal accumulations in the lower bowel jTdiarrhcBa para- 
doxa) is a well known condition, the treatment ot which by lax- 
atives is of long-recognized utility. The diagnosis, however, be 
tween this form of diarrhoea and that other whose location is, more - 
strictly speaking, in the small intestine, has often presented con- 
siderable difficulty. In an article upon this subject, in the Deutsche- 
Medicinische Wochenschrift of February 14, 1883, Dr. Goedicke 
advocates the systematic practice of abdominal percussion in all 
cases of diarrhoea. He was led to adopt the practice in this wise: * 
Several years before, when a young army surgeon, his suspicions- 
were often aroused by the number of soldiers coming to him with 
the complaint of diarrhoea. In order to detect the malingerers, he* 
made use of percussion of the colon, reasoning that in genuine- 
diarrhoea the descending colon should be empty, and therefore 
give a tympanitic percussion note. He was surprised, therefore, 
to find that the contrary was usually the case. In most of the- 
nien in whom diarrhoea actually existed, as was ascertained from 
the reports of the infirmary orderlies, the percussion note of the- 
descending colon was dull. The investigations now undertaketk-u 
led him to the following conclusions: i. In a healthy individual, . 
with normal movements, if we percuss the colon we shall find . 
that the left iliac fossa usually gives a flatter note than the right. 
2. In patients suflTering from diarrhoea the greater dullness may be* 
on either side, but is usually, in otherwise health}' persons, on the 
left 3. The same condition obtains in children. 4. Whenever 
there is tenderness on pressure, it is found on the same side as het- 
greater dullness. 5. T^he term "dullness" is to be understood as 
relative and not necessarily abBolute, for the percussion note onr 
both sides may be actually tympanitic if the colon be distended 
with gas. The author asserts that by far the more common form 
of diarrhaea is that excited by fecal accumulation in the large in-- 
testine. It is this variety which is characterized by increased rel- 
ative dullness in the left iliac fossa, and in which opiates and 
astringent remedies are contra-indicated. In the other form of 
diarrhoea the trouble is in the upper bowel, and here the percus- 
sion note upon the right side is more dull, or less tympanitic, than- 
that on the left. It is in these cases that the ordinary diarrhoeas, 
medicines find their application. Dr. Goedicke concludes by urg— 
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ing the practice of abdominal percussion in every case of diarrhaea, 
Mrhere possible (it is always possible in children, and it is in chil- 
dren that the knowledge of the true nature of the trouble is of the 
greatest importance), and he states his conviction that the more 
general this practice becomes, the less frequently will opium be 
employed in the treatment of diarrhoe. — N, T, med, Rec, 

Iodoform In Spray Form. — The use of iodoform as applied 
to wounds as a dressing, by means of the alcohol or ether spray, 
has been closely investigated by P. G. Unna, of Hamburg. The au • 
thor's results were so satisfactory with this method of applying 
drugs, that he used quite a number of remedies in different dis- 
eases in the same manner. 

The objection to the use of iodoform as a powder, is mainly due 
to the unavoidable toxic symptoms that arise in nearly all cases 
where an extensive surface is dusted over. Nor can its action be 
limited when untoward symptoms have set in, especially if the 
powder has been thrown into a cavity. 

The advantages claimed for the method of dissolving a drug in 
ether or alcohol, and then applying it by means of a spray, are 
many and important: i. The spray has a tendency to relieve 
pain. 2. The surgeon can reach parts that are inaccessible when 
a liquid or powder is used. 3. The medicament is not wasted as 
by the other plans of treatment. 

In the following pathological conditions the spray is especially 
indicated. Inflammation of mucous surfaces (post nares), pharynx, 
urethra, rectum, and vagina, especially in mucous surfaces where 
the excretions have a tendency to wash the medicament away. 
Chrysophanic ether spray may be employed in herpes tonsurans, 
favus, sycosis parasitica and psoriasis capitis. Hydrate of chloral, 
in spray form, acts very kindly as a local anaesthetic, where minor 
operations are to be performed. The collodion is applicable in 
cases where the drug will not adhere to the surface that must be 
treated ; the remedy is applied first, then coated with the collo- 
dion spray, which, by evaporating, forms a covering. The follow- 
ing remedies are soluble in ether or alcohol : Salicylic acid, ben- 
zoic acid, acetic acid, chrysophanic acid, pyrogallic acid, citric acid, 
carbolic acid, atropia, codein, digitalin, santonin and all the alkaloid 
of cinchona, etc. Boracic acid, gallic acid, arsenic acid, oxalic 
acid, tannic acid, nitrate of silver, acetate of lead, chloride of zinc, 
caustic, potash and a few others are soluble in alcohol only. This 
table is given by the author as a guide, since he thinks the treat- 
ment of wounds by the spray has a brilliant future. — Deutsch Med, 
Zeit. 

The Teeth in Diabetes. — Dr. Magitot has, after an examina- 
tion of many diabetics, come to the following conclusions: First, 
examination of the mouths of diabetics furnishes a constant symp- 
tom of the disease. Second, this symptom is a lesion of the alve- 
olar border, which may be designated as an alveolar osteo-pcrios- 
titis. Third, this manifestation appears at the outset of the dis- 
ease, persists during its course, and can in consequence, be con- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



264 Southern Medical Record. 

sidered a pathognomonic symptom. Fourth, this alveolar affec- 
tion, considered as a symptom of diabetes, presents three periods. 
Its first period is that of simple deviation of the teeth. Its second 
period is that of loosening of the teeth and alveolar catarrh. Each 
of these periods is in relation to the phase of the constitutional 
disease. The third period, that of the falling out of the teeth, 
corresponds to a more advanced state of glycosuria. Besides this 
last symptom there may occur, if the patient lives long enough, 
an osseous resorption, which may, or may not, be consecutive to 
a gangrene of the gums. The appearance of this latter complica- 
tion is evidence of a critical stage of the disease, as it ordinariFy 
ushers in its fatal termination. The value, as a symptom, of the 
first stage of dental changes remains to be determined. It must 
be obvious, however, that it can only occur in the more chronic 
forms of glycosuric diabetes. — Independent Practitioner. 

Diphtheria. — ^The following summary of observations is given 
by Dr. Mulheron in Therapeutic Gazette : 

1. Diphtheria may be either local or constitutional in its origin. 

2. It may continue as a purely local or as.a purely constitutional 
disease, or the local disease may be followed by constitutional in- 
fection, or vice versa — the disease in the vast majority of instances 
manifesting itself in both the constitutional disturbance and the 
local afiection. 

3. The comparative value of the local and constitutional reme- 
dies is dependent upon the nature of the affection in individual 
cases. 

4. Diphtheria is a contagious disease, but not liable to attack a 
healthy mucous membrane or to find an entrance through it into 
the circulation. 

5. The contagium of diphtheria is not a micrococcus, nor is it 
visible under the most powerful microscope yet manufactured. 

6. The contagium of diphtheria is of a gaseous nature (the re- 
sult of decomposing fascal and other organic matter), and can be 
neutralized only by a true disinfectant and not by an antiseptic. 

7. The best local application is the tincture of the chloride of 
iron. It may be supplemented by other applications according to 
the indications in individual cases. 

8. In a typical case of asthenic diphtheria, administer large (10 
grains) and frequently repeated (hourly) doses of calomel until 
the characteristic stools are secured. Following this give large 
doses of the tincture of the chloride of iron every two hours, and 
administer alcohol within the limits of intoxication. In asthenic 
cases the calomel should be omitted and the main reliance placed 
on the iron and alcohol. 

Local Anaesthesia. — By the following method abscesses, 
felons, boils, etc., can be opened with little or no pain: 

Sharpen to a point a stick about six inches in length. Dip the 
point into liquified carbolic acid, and apply to the point chosen for 
opening. After a moment's delay cut the skin with the knife; 
then take a little of the acid on the point of the stick and apply in 
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the incision with a gentle rotary motion. By frequent applica- 
tions of the acid, and a geiTtle rotary motion of the stick persist- 
•ently applied, an opening can be made to the required deptn. The 
carbolic acid produces first anaesthesia, then death of the parts to 
ivhich it is applied in the foregoing manner. 

I have little doubt but, by patience and perseverance, a stick 
might be made to pass, without pain, through the entire thickness 
■of the fleshy part of the thigh. The following are cases to the 
point: 

Mr. J. G., a young man, aged 22 years, had passed several 
-sleepless nights, and had suffered great pain, with a deep palmar 
abscess. He presented himself to me with a worn and haggard 
expression of countenance, and with his nervous system unstrung. 
In a few minutes I succeeded in making a free opening, causing 
little or no pain, through which pus escaped. A rough measure- 
ment showed an aperture through the swollen tissues seven-eighths 
of an inch in depth. 

Miss S. S. presented herself to me, under nearly the same cir- 
cumstances and conditions as in the preceding, case, except with 
felon on her left thumb. A few moments^ manipulation relieved 
her without pain, and left a free opening, through which pus 
freely escaped. The depth of the opening was a scant three- 
fourths of an inch. — Southern Practitioner, 

Six Years Experience in the Treatment of Syphilia. — 

Dr. Charles R. Drysdale thus concludes an article on this subject 
in the Medical Press: "The treatment of syphilis, commencing 
with the initial lesion, ought to be continuous, and should consist 
of very small doses of some mercurial salt, continued for months. 
When severe svmptoms are seen, inunction, calomel vapor baths, 
or fractional doses of the mercurial salt should be given for a week 
or so every four hours, in combination with large doses of the 
iodide of potassium, sodium or ammonium. Atropia drops should 
'be frequently used in iritis. In gummy deposits the chief curative 
iremedy is iodide of potassium in large doses; but a tonic dose of 
-some form of mercurial salt may be added as a germicide. If 
cerebral symptoms supervene, they are to be treated energetically 
with the iodide and with immersion. 

" Mercury in such small doses seems to do no harm to the genera 
health, and there is much evidence to show that it is a tonic, which 
may be given even for years with advantage in some ca$es of 
anaemia. All cases of syphilis, mild or severe, should be treated 
by these small doses of mercury in Order to prevent the superven- 
tion of tertiary symptoms or gummy products. The germ of syph- 
ilis has not yet been seen by the microscope, but it exists in all 
probability, and this is the rational account of the useful action of 
mercury and iodine, which are both germicides." — Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 

Vaccination with Saliva of a Calf.— Dr. T. J. Reid, of Hot 
Springs, Ark , writes to the Louisville Medical News: '-Quite re- 
cently my attention has been called to an accidental vaccination of 
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a respectable lady in this vicinity with the fresh saliva of a calf 
while sucking. This lady had on the index finger of her right 
hand two naevi or small warts. While milking her cow the calf 
annoyed her, and she (lawfullv in this State) gave it a back-handed 
slap and, striking one of the naevi against the calf s tooth, contused 
or wounded it so as to cause it to bleed a drop or two. About a 
week or ten days thereafter it inflamed, causing the hand and arm 
to swell, with rigors and considerable' febrile excitement. The 
pustule was well formed, umbilicated and desquamated about the- 
twenty-sixth day. All the ordinary phenomena of a well-typed 
bovine vaccination, and the characteristic eschar supervening, * 
caused me to question, What is the true bovine vaccine? If the 
distinguished Jenner was mistaken as to how this bovine vaccine 
was acquired, and instead of the grease, a disease of horses' heels 
beine the medium through the cow, it is the fresh saliva of a calf, 
we should experiment sufficiently to ascertain the truth." — Mary^ 
land Medical Journal, 

Artificial Human Milk. — K writer in the Druggists' Circular 
says : I saw an article on artificial human milk, as recommended 
by Prof. Frankland, in the April number of your esteemed paper* 
I shall give you my experience on the same subject, which, I think, 
may save many an anxious hour to mothers unable to nurse their 
children. I would state that I have used this receipt for some time 
with the most marked success in each and every instance, the chil- 
dren all thriving wonderfully upon it. The last time I used it was- 
in my own family. It is especially well adapted to regulate sum- 
mer complaints of infants. My modus operandi is as follows : To 
a pint of milk add fifteen grains of saccharated pepsine, acidulated 
with thirty minims of dilute muriatic acid. Set the bowl contain- 
ing the milk over a spirit lamp or gas burner, until it curdles solid. 
Then beat up the curds as fine as possible and strain through att 
old linen, which I found to answer the best While straining con- 
tinue to break up the curds and use some pressure to expel all the 
whey. To the whey received add about one-third or one-half of 
barley water (Decoctum Horde, U. S. P.) and sweeten the mix- 
ture to resemble human milk. It is very palatable and very-nour- 
ishing. The milk should be as fresh as possible : if any cream has 
risen to the surface, stir the milk well. 

Mullein in Phthisis. — Dr. F.J. B. Quinlan, (British Medical 
Journal) says concerning the use of this plant in phthisis, that 
mullein plant boiled in milk is liked by the patients ; the watery- 
infusion is disagreeable, and the succus still more so. The hot 
milk decoction causes a comfortable sensation, and when once 
patients take it they experience a physiological want, and when 
the supply was once or twice interrupted complained much incon- 
sequence. It eases phthisical cough ; in fact, some of the patients 
scarcely took their cough mixture at all, an unmixed boon to 
phthisical sufferers with delicate stomachs. Its power of check- 
ing phthisical looseness of the bowels was very marked, and that 
this was not merely due to the well-known astringent properties 
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o f boiled milk. It also gave relief to the dyspnoea. For phthisical 
night sweats it was utterly useless. In advanced cases mullein 
does not prevent loss of weight. In pre-tubercular and early cases 
of pulmonary consumption, mullein appears to have a distinct 
weight-increasing power. In eari^ cases mullein acts very much 
in the same manner as cod- liver oil ; and when it is considered 
that it is at once cheap and palatable, it is certainly worth a triaL 
— GaillartTs Med, Jour, 

Carbolic Acid in Piles and Pistulse.— The fact that there is 
a erowing tendency among physicians to the belief that carbolic 
acid injected into the pile tumors will radically cure and entirely 
remove them, and that it amounts almost to a specific in fistula, has 
induced Dr. A. B. Allen, of Jersey ville, Illinois, to write to the 
Peoria Medical Monthly fon May, 1883, condemning this practice* 
In conclusion, he says : 

"I have met over one hundred cases that had been treated by 
some one of the above methods before coming to me. The uni- 
versal verdict has been that it is very painful, and I am certain in- 
eflectual, and a large proportion of them certainly very much de- 
bilitated, either from the therapeutical effects of the drug, or from 
the excruciating pain they had undergone. — Med, and Surg. Rep^ 

A Hydrophobia Cure. — Dr. August HofF writes to the Aus- 
tralian Medical Gazette for April : Allow me to draw your atten- 
tion to a case of hydrophobia successfully tieated by Dr. OfTen- 
berg, of Munster, Westphalia. The case made a great sensation^ 
and went through all the medical and even political papers of Ger- 
many. A female peasant, twenty four years of age, was bitten by 
a rabid dog, and although the wound was cauterized, the dreadful 
disease developed after eleven weeks. Dr. OfTenberg used very 
energetically curare (the poison used by the Indians in the north- 
ern part of South America for arming the points of their arrows),, 
to the extent of twenty centigrams (three and one-third grains) 
within five hours, although the dose for injection is usually only 
one-tenth to one-half grain. The patient fully recovered. — Ex, 

Unpleasant Effects of Quinine — Bromide of Potassium. 

— Dr. J. A. Kite reports a case in which drugs could not be re- 
tained by the stoma(;h» and a rectal injection of ten grains of bisul- 
phate of quinine was ordered to be taken every three hours. Fol- 
lowing the third injection, a severe headache with buzzing in the 
ears, accompanied by slight hallucinations. He gave an enema of 
thirty grains of bromide of potassium, and before fifteen minutes 
had elapsed all the distressing symptoms disappeared, and the 
patient passed into a quiet sleep. — Med, News, 

Hydrastin in Laryngeal Phthisis. — Dr. Bird (Australiaa 
Medical Journal) claims good results from the treatment of laryn- 
geal phthisis with a spray composed of hydrastin, glycerine, borax 
and morphia. A combination of this kind would seem likely to be 
of advantage. — Buffalo Med, and Surg, your. 
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Removal of Warts by Cauterization. — Dr. CelHer recom- 
mends the following treatment for warts, in the Jour, de Med. et 
•de Chruror. Pratiques, March, 1883 : The base of the wart is trans- 
fixed by an ordinary pin, care being taken mot to pierce the healthy 
tissue beneath. Then, the skin being protected, the head of the 
pin is held in the flame of a candle. In a few minutes the wart 
l>ecomes white and Assured, and comes away on the point of the 
pin. The procedure is said to be painless as well as bloodless. The 
curious assertion is made by Dr. Cellier that it is necessary to re- 
move but one wart on the hand, and all the others (sometimes 
^ven a dozen or more) will disappear without treatment — Med, 
Record, 

The Treatment of Croup.— Dr. Charles J. Fahie writes to the 
British Medical Journal, May 12, 1883, that out of ten cases of 
*croup treated as follows, he did not lose one. He provides that 
^ the case must be seen early. A hot bath, a hot poultice ot salt to 
the throat externally, a mustard emetic, and a dose (to be regulated 
■according to the age of the child) of the following mixture every 
two hours : Tartar emetic, liquor ammonias acetatis, and mistura 
<itratis potassae, to six ounces. The citrate of potash mixture can 
be made by saturating bicarbonate of potash with citric acid. 

Such success raises a question as to the correctness of Dr. Fahie's 
diagnosis, about which he says nothing. — Med, and Surg, Rep. 

Swallowing of Shot and Insufflation in the Treatment of 
Ileus. — From the London Medical Record, May 15, 1883, we 
learn that in three cases (Gazz. Med. Ital. Lomb, February 10, 
1883), with well-marked symptoms of invagination of the bowel, 
obstinate constipation, stercoraceous vomiting, pain, etc., Dr. Pe- 
•drini, after other remedies had failed to relieve, made the patient 
swallow five or six bullets and two kilogrammes of No. 3 shot, at 
the same time using prolonged and repeated insuflfiation of air by 
the rectum. In each case the success of this treatment was com- 
plete, relief being quickly obtained, and the patient making a good 
recovery. — Med. and Surg, Rep, 

Glycerine. — M. Desguin, of An vers, has given glycerine inter- 
nally in certain forms of skin disease with, it is said, marked suc- 
cess, especially in acne punctata and the furuncular diathesis. He 
commences with four drachms daily and gradually increases the 
dose. He states that the secretion of the cutaneous glands, which 
is thick and irritating in these diseases, becomes more liquid, and 
cutaneous irritation is notably lessened. During the convalescence 
from scarlet fever he believes that it facilitates desquamation. — 
J^ancet, Southern Practitioner, 

Lancing the Gums. — Dr. Chase, in the Dental Journal, gives 
the following practical advice bearing on this trifling but often 
•quite important operation : 

The operator should know whether a tooth is pressing on the 
^um, and trying to make its way out. In this case, cut down to 
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the new tooth, until it is felt under the lancet. For incisors and 
cuspids, a straight line cut, for molars, a cross-cut. 

How not to. do it : With a child sitting up, in your lap, or any 
one's lap. 

How to do if : Let the operator and "nurse" sit close together^ 
facing each other. The child is laid down, face upward; the head 
in the operator's lap, the feet in the ''nurse's" lap. The nurse holds- 
the limbs of the child quietly, so that it may not interfere. 

With the left hand the operator takes the jaw between his. 
fingers, and slowly and firmly does the cutting. There is no false- 
cut. The child is still. — Med. Age, * 

How Long Should the Subjects of Contagious Diseases^ 
be Isolated? — The Academy of Medicine of Paris, after a care- 
ful study and report of a special commission, has given the follow- 
ing answer to the above inquiry. — ( Gaz, Med, de Paris.) 

1. Pupils affected with chicken-pox, small-pox, scarlet fever, 
measles, mumps or diphtheria, should be strictly isolated fron> 
their comrades. 

2. For small- pox, scarlet fever, measles and diphtheria, isolation 
should not be shorter than forty days; for chicken-pox and mump&> 
twenty-five days is enough. 

3. Isolation should last until after the patient has been bathed. 

4. The clothing worn by the patient at the time he was taken 
sick should be subjected to a temperature of 90** C. (194° Fahr.)^ 
and to sulphur vapor, and then well scoured. 

5. The bedding, curtains and furniture should be thoroughly 
disinfected, washed and aired. 

6. The pupil of a school, after recovery from one of the above 
contagious diseases should not be readmitted to the school unless 
furnished with the certificate of a physician that the al>ove pre- 
cautions have been observed. — Can. Lan.^ Mar. 

Death from Petroleum by Suffocation. — During the ni^^ht 
from September 18 to 19, 1882, twelve young girls died in the m- 
stitution Cavalier Maggiore in Piedmont the death of suffocation, 
because they had permitted a kerosene lamp to burn during the: 
night after they had turned it half down. The fiame evidently 
communicated itself to the fluid in the lamp, and gradually ab- 
stracted all oxygen from the room, which fact was the cause of the 
suffocation. The dead bodies showed all the signs of death by 
suffocation. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Quinine Intoxication. — ^A writer in the last number Die Phar- 
maceutische Post, says that as a remedy for the relief of quinine 
intoxication, as he calls the over stimulation caused by quinine in 
excessive doses, he has used ergot in several cases and finds that 
to neutralize the cerebral effect of one gramme of quinine at least 
one and a half grammes of powdered ergot or one gramme of 
ergotin must be employed. With this remedy the most annoying 
tinnitus may be entirely removed during the administration of 
quinine. — ^uinologist. 
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Baer's Tonic. — ^The following is Dr. Baer's favorite tonic for 
diseases of women : 

St, Corrosive sublimate gr. j, 

Tr. iron muriate, 3 iv, 

Acid hydrochloric 5 iv, 

Solution chloride arsenic 3 j, 

Syrup fl. 3 ijss, 

Water, q. s fl. 3 vj. 

M. Sig Two teaspoonfuls three times a da}' after meals. 

— Medical Herald 

Turpentine in Diphtheria. -A German apothecary, R. Numch, 
of good reputation among those who know him, reports that in 
the case of his own seven-year-old daughter a teaspoonful night 
and morning of oleum terebinthinae purificatum effected a cure of 
diphtheria. Others who have observed the action of the drug re- 
port that its effects are wonderful, a bright redness beginning to 
spread from the margin of the exudation within half an hour 
after its administration and, beco'ming generall}' diffused, takes the 
place of the false membrane in twenty-four hours. Although its 
'effects are most marked early in the disease, it is said to be also 
valuable, although acting less quickly, after several days have 
elapsed. It may be mixed with tepid milk. The dose of an adult 
is a tablespoonful. The remedy is certainly a simple one, and, 
tried early in the disease, its emplovment need not prevent other 
treatment if it fail. — Medical Age^ March 10. 

Sub-mucou8 Chloroform Injections in Toothache. — Gail- 
lard's Medical Journal, May 19, 1883, says that Dr. Guillot (Pro- 
gress Medical, March 24, 1^83), claim? to have had very good re- 
sults in the treatment of toothache from the injection of chloro- 
form beneath the mucous membrane of the gums. The effects 
are more immediate and lasting than those of morphine. There 
have been no resultant abscesses or inflammations. — Med. and 
Surg, Rep. 

Medical Treatment of Obstinate Neuralgia. — M. Verneuil, 
in a communication to the Surgical Society of Paris (Le Prog. 
Med., No. 49, 1882), referring to the surgical treatment of obstinate 
neuralgia, said that all therapeutic resources should be exhausted 
before surgical interference was undertaken. He recalled a case 
-which was cured by hyoscyamin, after resection of all the ends of 
nerves and even amputation had failed to give relief. — Medical 
jRecord. 

A Smart Doctor. — An old wealthy sinner had yawned his jaw 
out of joint and came to a doctor for help. The doctor "set" the 
jaw and the patient refused to pay but half the bill. The doctor 
told a funny story, at which the patient laughed very heartily, and 
out went the old man^s jaw again. This time the doctor secured 
his fees for both operations before performing his work, but the 
patient "never smiled again." — Jfome Health. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



r 



Southern Medical Record. 271 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



How to Act in a Tornado. — Sergeant John P. Finley, sig- 
nal service officer at Kansas City. Missouri, has published, in a 
pamphlet K)n tornadoes, some useful directions concerning the 
course to be taken to escape the dangers of those terrible forces. 
The inhabitant of a tornado-frequented district must be watchful 
in the season of visitations, for he can never know when the de- 
struction will come upon him. On the first sign of the approach- 
ing vortex he must run, always to the north, unless by going in 
that direction he will have to cross the entire path of the storm. 
If he is nearer to the southern edge than to the centre of the 
probable path, he may go south, bearing slightly east; but in no 
-event should he ever run directly to the east or northeast It is 
impossible to save any building that may lie in the path of the 
tornado, or any property that cannot be got out of ils way. No 
material, no method of construction can be competent to resist the 
raging destruction. Nothing rising above the ground can escape 
it The most practicable measure of precaution is to construct a 
■•'dug-out" at some suitable point, within easy distance from the 
house, to serve as a place of refuge or shelter. The retreat should 
"be entirely underground, with a roof at least three feet thick, not 
rising above the surface of the earth, and entered from the north- 
•ern or eastern side. A "cellar-cave" may be constructed from the 
cellar, if the house has one, to serve as a substitute for the "dug- 
out" It should be excavated from the west wall of the cellar, 
toward the west, and .should be made as complete and secure as 
the "dug-out." If, however, the storm can not be OBcaped, if no 
refuge is at hand, or there is not time to get to it, the safest thing 
to do is to place one's self against the west wall of the cellar, face 
forward, or against the south wall, as near the southwest corner as 
possible. The northeast quarter is, in any case, a fatal position, 
and should always be avoided. If one is actually overtaken by 
the tornado, his only resource is to cast himself face downward 
upon the ground, with his head to the east and his arms thrown 
■over his head to protect it If a stump or large stone, or anything 
heavy that the wind will not blow over is near, he may get a trifle 
•of protection by throwing himself to the eastward of it If in a 
house with no cellar, he should get into the west room on the 
:ground-floor if possible, and away from all stoves and heavy fur- 
niture. The people of towns might find it to their advantage to 
provide for having a watch, to be on duty on all days when the 
air bears the premonitory symptoms of a violent windstorm, to 
give a signal to the whole population on the appearance of the 
first real threatening signs. The signs of the formation and ap- 
proach of a tornado-cloud are distinct and suflficiently suggestive 
to afiford opportunity for timely and concerted action, Sergeant 
Finley is continuing his investigations of the phenomena of tor- 
nadoes, and he has prepared three full schedules of minute inqui- 
ries, calling for the facts attendant upon the appearance of the 
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storms, which he sends to persons who were within the path of 
one, who were on the outer edge of the path, and who were from 
ten to one hundred miles from it— ^Popular Science Monthly. 

Photography and Pock-marks. — Dr. Hermann Vogel,in hi«. 
work entitled *'The Chemistry of Light and Photography," pub- 
lished in the International Scientific SerieS; states that there are 
faces with little yellowish specks that do not strike the eye, but 
which come out very dark m photography. A few years ago wt 
lady was photographed in Berlin whose face had never presented 
specks in photography. To the surprise of the photographer, on 
taking her portrait, specks appeared that were invisible in the 
original. A day later the lady sickened of small-pox, and the 
specks, at first invisible to the eye, became then quite apparent. 
Photography in this case had detected before the human eye the 
pock-marks, very feebly tinged yellow.— Zflr^c^/. 

Cheap Water Filter. — Very many families desire some inex- 
pensive device for filtering rain and other waters to be used for 
cooking and table use. A cheap and very eflScient filter may be 
made by using a spirit or wine cask, placing it on end, with the 
head removed, and having a faucet at the bottom to draw off the 
clear water. To fit it for a filter, take the removed top head of the 
cask, and with a small bit bore holes all over it, then place four 
clean bricks or blocks of wood on the bottom and on these rest the 
perforated top. Now fill upon it about four inches of charcoal 
chopped into small bits the size of peau, and over this place a layer 
of clean sand, six inches deep. Impure water poured into the 
c.^sk on top of the sand will become clear and sparkling afler a 
little while, or as soon as all fine particles are worked out of the 
charcoal and sand. This filter, will not need renewing oftener 
than once in two or three months. — Ibid, 

Sun-Spot Laws. — From a careful re-examination of 120 years" 
records of sun-spots, M. Wolf, of Zurich, comes to these three 
conclusions: 

(i.) There is a period of 10 years. (2.) There is a second pe- 
riod of II years, 4 months. (3). There is not a period of 12 years^ 
imputable to the action of Jupiter. Notwithstanding the great 
(Jifference of the two periods, the interval from a minimum to the 
following maximum is the same for both, namely, 41-2 years. 
After 170 years, the maxima and minima are reproduced m the 
same order and with the same numerical value. — Pop. Science^ 
News. 

A Mastodon Graveyard. — The city of Dallas, Texas, is said 
to be built over a graveyard of mastodons, and for five or six years 
past excavations for buildings have seldom failed to bring up their 
bones. A large number of these nikstodon remains were un- 
earthed recently, and some of the bones were of enormous 
size. — Ibid. 
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PEAOTIOAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 



Cathartic for Infants. — Dr. J. Cooperider, Taylorsville, In- 
diana, sends in response to the request for a cathartic for infants, 
the following which he has found quite satisfactory in his prac- 
tice : 

B Ext sennae fluidt g j, 

Sodii sulphatis S 8S. 

Spts. limonis S j, 

Syrupi. q. s., ad ^iv. 

M. Sig. A half teaspoonful to a teaspoonful every two to four 
hours, according to age. 

Dr. M. R. Morden, Adrian, Mich.: In answer to Dr. Postlewait, 
in regard to a suitable remedy for constipation in infancy, I wish 
! to attest my confidence in the pulvis glycyrrhizse compositus for 

' the same. It consists of : 

B Senna I aa « vi 

Liquorice (powder) f ^ J» 

Fennel ; ) 

Sulphur }^^3»J^ 

Refined sugar 3 xviij. 

May be given best in form of a thick tea, in one-quarter to one- 
half teaspoonful doses to infants, and to large children, aged per- 
sons and delicate adults in teaspoonful doses, once, twice or thrice 
daily, as may be needed. After 10 years' experience with its use 
I recommend it as being pleasant, safe and efficient. One dose at 
bed- time generally answers. I never knew of but one child that 
did not like it 

Dr. Wm. R. Smith, Sr., Cairo, Illinois, writes : From my own 
experience this winter, I think the constipation of the little pa- 
tients, refeired to by Dr. Fostlewait, is caused by catarrh of the 
colon and rectum. Would advise him to give the following : 

B Sodii phosphatis granulati 3 ij. 

Ft chart ^ no. viij. 

Sig. One powder in a tablespoonful of milk three times daily. — 
Med. Age, 

Aloes Externally. — *'If aloes be applied to an ulcer or excori- 
ated surface, it will act as a brisk purgative, producing stools of 
the same kind, as if administered internally.*' — Warner. "One 
part tinct ot aloes and two of soap liniment rubbed lor five or ten 
minutes daily over the abdomen of infants of habitual constipation 
very effectually keep the bowels open."— rMerriman. — Ex. 
3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^*j^ Southern Mkdical RbcorO. 

Tannate of Caunabine. — ^A few months since M. FronmuUer 
presented tannate of cannabine as a very aflicient medicament to 
induce sleep without any disagreeable after- effects. The dangers 
of the abuse of morphine are so great that any other agent capable 
of inducing similar hypnotic effects would be a veritable boon to 
the practitioner. 

Mr. Hiller has experimented with the medicament, and has 
found that it gives good results, particularly in the milder forms of 
sleeplessness. Its effects are let-s marked in serious cases of deli- 
rium tremens, in mania and in subjects already habituated to nar- 
cotics. It may be ordered in powders : 

B Tannate of cannabine gt*- xv, 

Sacch. alb gr. xx. 

M. et divid. in cht No. iv. 

Sig. One or more at bed* time. — Afed, and Surg. Rep. 

Grindelia Robusta in Asthma. — 

B Fl. ext. grindelia rab 2 j, 

Fl. ext. yerba santa 3 ss, 

Simple syrup 3 ss. 

M. Sig. Take one teaspoonful of this every three or four hours 
during the day and oftener at night. He was relieved consider- 
ably very soon, and after continuing this for oyer a week I made 
him a prescription of — 

B Fl. ext. grindelia rob 3 j, 

Fl. ext belladonna : 3 ij, 

Iodide of potassium • . . . ^ 3 ij, 

Simple syrup 3 j. 

M. Sig. One-half teaspoonful every four hours, and to be in- 
creased if necessary. — Thera. Gaz, 



.y aafl.sivy 



Eczema. — Dr. Duhring's favorite prescriptions for eczema are: 
B Carbolic acid 

Glycerine 

Alcohol 

Water. ' O j. 

M. Wash the parts with this thoroughly, and then rub in well. 
B -Sulphur ointment ) 

Tar ointment >• aa 3 ss. 

Mercury ammontated ointment ) 

— Medical Herald* 

Clergyman's Sore Throat. — Dr. Sprinestein, in the Medical 
Brief, recommends the following as a useful palliative, and, in 
some cases, a cure for this troublesome disease : 

B Tinctopii......... ) fl jj. 

Tmct. sangumanse J •* •" 

Balsam tolu 3 ij. 

M. Sig. Twelve drops on a lump of sugar 3 or 4 times a day, 
'^Boston Jour, Chem* 
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Kalsomining Fluid. — Some of our readers may be interested 
about this season of the year in such information as is given in the 
following, which we clip from the Weekly Drug News and Ame- 
rican Pharmacist, which commends it as a good kalsomining fiuid 
for walls : 

White glue i pound, 

White zinc 10 pounds 

Paris white 5 pounds. 

Water sufficient. 

Soak the glue over night in three quarts of water, then add as 
much water again, and heat on a water-bath till the glue is dis- 
solved. Jn another pail put the two powders and pour on hot 
wat«>r, stirring all the time, until the liquid appears like thick milk. 
Mingle the two liquids together, stir thoroughly, and apply to the 
walls with a whitewash brush. — Med. Age. 

A New Invisible Ink. — A new method of making an invis- 
ible ink has been discovered, the ingredients of which are : 

Linseed oil i part, 

Ammonia water 20 parts, 

Water 100 parts. 

To use this ink the pen is dipped in the ink and the secret is 
written invisibly on paper. When the paper is dipped in water, 
and while it is wet, the secret can be read. As the paper dries 
the secret again disappears. — Jour, of Health, 

Treatment of Consumption by Causing them to Breathe 
an Antiseptic Atmosphere. — Schueler and Griefs wald, found 
that animals rendered artificially tuberculous, were cured by being 
made to inhale vaporized creasote- water for lengthened periods 
of time. The opinion is rational, because bv continued inhalation 
alone can the affected portions of the lung oe so reached as to be 
benefitted by the medicine employed. — Ex, 

A Palatable Cough Mixture. — ^The most elegant and palat- 
able cough mixture ever prescribed by Dr. J. Milner Fothergill, is, 
he says, the following : 

S Syr. scillae 3 j. 

Acid, hydrobromic dil 3 ss, 

Spts. chloroform 3 ss, 

Aqu» 3 j. 

— Medical Summary, 

Bleeding Piles.— 

B Spec, tinct. hamamelis 3 iv 

Spec, tinct. coUinsoniae J ss, 

Spec, tinct apocynum can Jij, 

Syr. simp. q. s., 3 iv* 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful ^yexy four .bouz:^--^JI/^. ffricf* 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

fflf^ Many of our subscribers are in arrears for subscription. 
Friends, let us hear from you at once, and oblige, 

R. C. Word, Maneiging Editor. 

EDITOBIAJrNOTICES. 

av" Receipts for subeorlpiion will appear In oar next. 

Thb Codb at ths AmsBiCAKT MsDiGAi* AB0OGIATION.— The Jodicla] Conncil of 
th e AflMMlation required the memhezs on registering to indicate their acceptance of 
the CkJde, thos eliminating froTCL the dlsoosBions aU trouble or dlstnrbance npon 
the sabjeot. 

At a late meeting of the American Medical AsK>olatlon, a paper signed by Drs. 
Gross, Flint and Wendell Holmes was read, proposing to ask an appropriation ftom 
Congress to provide a flre-proof bnildlng for the Moseum and Library of the Sor- 
geon-Gtoneral's office at Washington. The Aasoclation accordingly adopted a reso- 
lotion asking f 10,000 Ibr that pnrpose. 

INBBRIATB AST LUM.—Thc Georgia Lcgislatore has now under consideration a 
bill for the establishment of an Inebriate Asylum in the Btate. This is in reqponse 
to a memorial aent up by the State Medical Association. The prospect of the pass- 
age of the bill Is regarded as very hopeAil. 

Such an Institution is certainly needed, and accords well with the growing in- 
terest of public sentiment in respect to the evils of intemperance and the necessity 
of legal interposition to suppress and remedy them. 

AMERICAN & UR QICAL ASSOCIATION. 
This Association took a high stand npon the Code of Ethics at Cleveland, notify- 
ing their New York members that their resignation would be expected if they re- 
jected the National Code. There are now one hundred members, which Is the taW 
number that can be received, under their constitution. 

TRLSTATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

In a note ftom the Pretident we learn the ninth annual meeting of the Tri-8tate 
Medical AssociaUon wUl be held in Indlauapolis, Sepeember ISth, 19th and 90th. 
The work Is already Ikr advanced, and the title of each paper should be sent in at 
once. Papers must not exceed 25 minutes. It is also the rule that each physician 
who registers must be a member of a local or State Society in good repute. All such 
are invited. 

Notice of papers or oases to be presented may be sent to the chairman of the 
committee on programme, I>r. J. L. Thompson, Indianapolis; to the Secretaay, Dr. 
G. W. Burton, Mitchell, Indiana, or to the President, Dr. Wm. Porter, St. Louis. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL EDITORS 

The Association of American Medical Editors was held on June 3th, Inst., at 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

An InteresUng address was made by Dr. N. G. Davis, the president, on the pres- 
ent status and future tendencies of the medical profession, and of medical jour- 
nalism. 

Dr. Maroy made an address on *< Journalism devoted to the protection and con- 
centration of Medical and Surgical Science in Special Departments." 

Dr. Leartus Conner, of Detroit, was elected President^ and Dr. Thomas Galla- 
gher, of Pittsburg, Vice-President. 

Dr. J. V.Sboemaker, Seoretafy, Ibr the enaolng year. 
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JOURNALISM AS A TEACHER, 

Many oentnries ago fiion (not Bsrron) wrote *<Kno|r thyself," and in this terse 
and laoonlc admonition, we are taught the Importance of a thorough knowledge of 
both man^ physical and psychologioal conditions— that the science of man Is the 
greatest of all, for it is the science of ihe body, that home of the 8oal--of the mate- 
rial that will one day be remodeled and transfignred with the glory of the imma- 
terial, undimned through the cycles of ncTerendlng ages. 

It can no longer be said that the seience of man lies shrouded in apathy, and is 
behind all other arcs of the age. It is already aroused Arom its slumbers, and shak- 
ing firom iti robes the dust of centuries, steps to the ftont with a confidence and 
courage bom of a truer and nobler emulation, and a consciousness of power to keep 
pace with other profeasional arts. 

We repeat here that our progress in the profession largely depends upon our in- 
structors in medical science and literature. 

What we teach in medical Schools, only reach a limited number under imme- 
diate educational supervision ; but what we write and publish in our Journals will 
be, perhaps, desseminated throughout the medical world. As instructors in the 
editorial chair, we are regarded as the oracles of the profession. Not only the stu- 
dent of medicine, but the great mass of the profession, look to us for knowledge, 
counsel and guidance in the true and safe path they wish to tread. As medical edi- 
tors, we must supply them with the wisdom that will make them wise in the reve- 
lations of sucoessftil, progresiive medicine. 

To do this, we must first have a thorough understanding of our position, and 
then labor to reach the great helgbtB in the profession, so we may be fitted to'lead 
those in the ranks up to the same lofty altitude. As one of the honored presidents 
of the American Medical Association has said, when we enlighten the professional 
readers, we develop in the minds of those who have passed the noviate of their 
studies, a desire for a higher and fuller attainment in their ftiture profession. 

And further: We can also awaken the country practitioners throughout the 
land to a sense of their equal responsibilities with those of cities in carrying on the 
work of advanced knowledge in medicine. 

We must so educate the tone and thought of the professional masses that a phy- 
sician will feel he has no right to claim the confidence of the people in his ability to 
treat disease, or to expect their support unless he is ftilly accomplished in the "pro- 
tracted study and high requirements for the docUnate.'* 

' Let us have more valuable additions to Medicine and Surgery through our Jour- 
nalism, and more original, earnest and patient investigation of all the arts and sd- 
enoee that come within our province ; and above all, let us have -a deeper study of 
nature's laws as adapted to the principles of medicine. 

We can continually develop new facts bearing upon the structure, functions and 
diseases of the human body, and **every stone added to the temple of knowledge" 
will contribute to build a solid and enduring structure upon which the profession 
may rest in confidence and security. 

The dharacter of our Journalism should be fiwik, courteous, instructive and 
communicative. If we learn or discover a truth that will ben*'flt the profeision, let 
us give it without reserve, as common property. We will then banish ungenerous 
feelings towards our professional brethren, and crush all petty Jealousies that must, 
and that do, damage the progressive spirit of medicine, and that lower the dignity 
and high tone the editorial corps should always maintain. 

Without unanimity of feeling, we cannot foster and fisollitate firank and fMendly 
intercourse, and without concert of action, we cannot Impress upon the ranks of 
the profession a knowledge of the power there is in combined forces to bring about 
the change in the requirements for those attainments in medicine we so earnestly 
desire. 

Let us also place a Just estimate upon our medical schools. If they are worthy of 
eulogy— if they have a high character in all their features, let us give them our 
hearty commendation, and through our Journalism place them before the profea- 
slon in their true light and superior position. To encourage the emolatlon of this 
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hlghoharaoterlnoar initttntionstweehoiild ooud^mnall dJahooombie m«aiifl em- 
ployed to inoreaae the number of students, and any methods that will ^Te oar 
medical oolleges a telae position. 

The eyes of the profession are open, aoid the time is flmt approaching when ool- 
leges will be estimated like indlYldoaU, by the old adage, **81k>w me wKh wtiom 
thoa goeth and I wUl teU thee wbat thon doeth.*' T. 8. P, 

£lue Bidge iSlpHnt^, VirgMa, JvfyU 1888. 



MEDJCAL CODES, ETC. 

A great deal ii now being said In relation to the CkMle of Bthles. lliat there Is a 
growing dlKregard to the observance of tiie time-honored code of medical ethics. Is 
plain to every observing man—* ftMt which we would fldn beUeve Is not attributable 
to any Increased indifference to correct and^onorable principles, or to any growing 
demoralisation in the profession at large. It is due rather to tne evasion of the Code 
by Indirect methods on the part of many prominent teaehers and specialists 
throughout' the country, who advertise themselves by tbeir writings circulated 
among the masses, and by procuring publicity through the public press of their re* 
markable operations. 

TO what extent this mode of advertising may be legitimately done, as in the plan 
of circulating reprints of medical articles flrom the journals, has been a soljjecfc of 
dispute, it being claimed that the writer wbo has the intelligence and tbe energy to 
get up a readable and practical article, is to be commended for his entarprtse and la 
legitimately entitled to all the honor and benefits which may accrue to him ftom hla 
labors in the field of medical progress and medical literature. 

We admit the force and plausibility of this argument. Yet it \m true that this, or 
the abuse of it is one of the Ibctors which has weakened the respect and the hold 
which the Code has, in times past, exercised upon the men of moderate attainments 
and of ordinary position in the ranks of the profession. 

Another and powerfhl fiustor.wbich is telling upon the Code is the utter ignorance 
of the non-professional public of the Science of Medidne-their want of apprecia- 
tion of its great benefits to mankind, and of its need of protection and encourage- 
ment as against imposters and mountebanks; and of that universal license to all 
forms of quackery which seems to be incident to our firee government and liberal 
institutions. 

Statesmen and patriots of conservative views are constantly exdalafilng against 
the reckless and dangerous latitudinarlanlsm which may rssolt to society from an 
over-f^e and unbridled democracy. The same dangers eidst In respeet to the learned 
professions, not excluding theology and the profession of medicine. 

As to the remedy for these evils, there Is litUe to hope from mere written codes 
or from; legal enactments. Laws are of no avail as against a wide-spread and an- 
tagonistic public sentiment We can only look to mcreased educational and n^oral 
development of the whole people. And in this the medical Journalism of the coun- 
try holds an important and highly responsible position. Equally and perhaps more 
important to the promotion of this great reform is the work of our medical colleges , 
—a higher order of medical education, not only in respect to medical training, but 
especially in respect to honor, to truth and to the highest moral rectitude. 

In this great work which can only be conducted by the slow yet perslBteint and 
persevering inculcation of correct principles, it is esseBtially important that the 
non-professional public should, in some way, be reached, and herein is the greatest 
difllcnlty to be encountered. 

Now that the American Medical Association is to have a special oigan far the 
publication of its transactions, can there not be a supplemental or separate depart- 
ment gotten outfor the non-professional reader, designed and conducted with the 
view of educating the masses in regard to the great evils of quackery, to the Impor- 
tance of sustaining legitimate medicine, and to the obligations of the pabUo to the 
medical profession? Of course it could not, at once, be hoped to extend these instmc- 
tions to the masses, but it would perhaps not be impracticable to reach many of the 
more intelligent and infiuential dass of readers, especially the members of the legal 
profession and the clergy wbo, by their testimonials to patent nostrums, and their 
patronage to all forms of oharlatanism, have done more to oispamge legitlBiate 
medicine and to sustain quackery than all other nlnsses combined. W. 
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THE AMEBICAJT MEDICAL ASSOCIATION'-' THE CODE. 

At the Amnrtoan Medioia AMoolfttion a p«p«r was read from the St. Louis Medl- 
eal Boeteiy asklncfor the appolntmant of a eommlttee to take lato oonBMeraUon a 
levlaion of the Code and report attheaetHon of 1884— the oommittee to be anthorlsed 
to flobmit a Kew Code. The resolution was promptly laid on the table by a decided 
ma^MTltgr* 

The officers of the American Medical Association for the present srear are as 
Ibllows: AnstiB Flint, Br., President. R. A. Kinlock, of Sonth Oarollna, Ist Vlce- 
Ptesldent; T.B. Lester, of MiSBonil, 9d Vice-President; A. L. Gihon, U. B.N., 8d 
Vice-President ; 8. 0. Gordon, of Maine, 4th Vice-President ; D. W.Pienti9, of Wash- 
liigtan, Secretary ; R. J. BungleBon, Philadelphia, Treasurer ; O.H. Kleinschmidt, 
Wsshington, D. O, librarian. 

The next meeting ot the Association will be in Washington, B. 0., the flist 
Tuesday in May, 1884. 

CHOLERA. 

There is rea^n to apprehend a visltatidn of cholera to this conntiy at no distant 
period. It is now preyalllng in Egypt. A writer in Pall Mall Gasette, JDr. B. G. Jen- 
kijMi (KfPW York Med. Beooid). **Br. Jenkins, who professes to have made a study 
of eholem* matnr.alne that there are two toxoM of the disease, one originating in In- 
dia, and the o^her in AraUa. It is the Arabian Tariety, he^ asserts, that has always 
heretoft»e OTermn western Europe, and the present outbreak in Egypt is more rea- 
dily Ixaoed to Mecca than to the Ganges. Hia inference is, that before the dose of 
the year cholera will be raging in every quarter of the globe. Without accepting 
Dr. Jenkins' theories, the pcurt of wisdom may nevertheless lie in acting as if they 
weie proved* 

** Another element of danger is to be f6and in the flust that an independent focus 
of inieedon has eome to light. We refer to the prevalence of the disease at Shang- 
hai and Swatow. In view of this iktct, the health officers of Atlantic ports will have 
tekeep watch of pretty much our whole commerce, instead of concentrating their 
attention upon vessels arriving from the Mediterranean, and the authorities on the 
PacUle coast must share their vigilance." 



PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

TBS Odmell University Register, for 1888 and 1888. 

Omtabko MaoiQAii Abbociatiom.— Report of the oommittee on Ophthalmology, 
1882. 

Hjjvdbook of Medical Electricity with a description of a new medical battery, 
by A. M. Rosehmgh, M. D., Soigeon to the Toronto Bye and Ear Dlqiensaiy ; Mem- 
ber of the International Ophthalmological and Otologlcal Societies, etc., etc 

Pbmfhioub, and the diseasiw liable to be mlataken for it, by George H. Bohe, M. 
D., ProfeoBor of Hygiene and dinicH Dermatology, College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, Baltimore : Member of the American Dermatological Association, etc 

HiHSBB 00 the treatment of some FanudticSkln Diseases, by George H. Bohe, M. 
D., Fxoitesor of Hygiene and Clinical Dermatology, College of Physicians and Sur- 
fljf ^j Hi, Baltimore t Member of the American Dermatological Association, etc 

O^ncDEBS, Rules and Schedule of Premiums of the Virginia State Agricultural 
Society ft>r the twenty-third Annual Rair, on October Bl and November 1 and 2, 
1888, at the Fair grounds, Richmond. 

'pvr^ Treatment of the various Ibrms of Acene, by George H. Bohe, M. D., Pro* 
fesKkr of Hygiene and GUnloal Dermatology, College of Pbysloians and Surgeons , 
Balttaiiove ; Member of the American Dermatological Association ; of the American 
Pohllo Health AssoolaUon, etc 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



iSo SoitTHSRN MSDICAL ttfiCiOttD. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

UiirnED 8TATB8 ]>XSPSNSAT0BT. Handsomely bound In one volume, Boyal 8 vo, 
Bheep. Price, 18.00. Careftillyreyleed and rewritten, by Horatio C. W^ood, M«P., 
ProL of Materia Medlca and Tberapeatlos In the iTmVerslty of Pennaylvanla ; 
and Joseph P. Bemlngton, Ph. D., Prof, of Theory and PraoUoe of Pharmacy, 
In the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy^ etc., and Samuel Sadtler, F O.B., Ph. 
D„ Prof, of Chemistry In Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and university of 
Pennsylvania. 

This Is tbe fifteenth edition of the old popular Dlspensatoryi well and favorably 
known to every Doctpr and every Drngglst In the United States. No other work Is 
so fhll, complete and satlsfsotoryt and now we have It brought fhlly up to all the 
advances In Materia Medlca and Pharmacy. Every Physician and every Druggist 
should have this great work. It Is published by J. B. Llpplnoott, 716 Market street 
PhUadelphla. * 



SPECIAL ISTOTICES. 

Yeiy BTaBdjr.— A fbllset of Ahlls BpllntSi containing a splint adapted to every 
fracture in the body can be bought at A. L. Hernstein'to Surgical Instrument Depot 
in Atlanta at reduced rates, (f2S). Address, 

A. li. HERNSTEIN, Atlanta, Ga. 

Blabetea,— The attention of the profession is called to a new remedy Ibr the 
snoceesfhl treatment and permanent cure of Diabetes Mellltus, GILLIFORD^S 
SOL UTION of ARSENlTEof BROMIN& This remedy has also proved very use- 
ful In thetreaonent of a variety of nervous affections. Manufiustured and sold by 
R.H. QILLIFORD, M.D., Allegheny, Pennsylvania. In H-pint bottles, fl^ p^ 
bottle, 910.00 per doaen. Bent by express on receipt of price. Sample free to phy- 
sicians. July, 1888-12 ms« 

SvLxsiiOsa Zxx«trvuaa«aa.tsi.— A branch house of the New York establish* 
ment of A. L. HERNSTEIN, has been established In Atlanta, and will constitute a 
convenient depot whereat anyttilng in the Surgical line can be bought or mannibc- 
tnred. The Profession throughout ine South should note this as an important indi- 
cation of Southern progxess, and should show their appreciation of the same by 
living this establishment their encouragement and patronage. 

McKESBON A BOBBINS.— This great Drug EBtablishment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation as reliable and eminently successful business 
men. Their various preparations are of acknowledged excellence and purity, and 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beauty with which they are prewnted to 
the trade. See their advertisement opposite 1st page of reading matter in this 
JournaL 

More of ELUOTT*S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been slilpped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough invesUgation and comparison of every 
Bag in the mancet. The U. B. Oovemment did this in 1K79, and adopted the EI*- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get tlie stamlard article. Send for droolar 
to A. A. MKLfJRR, 700 Wu^>iilugton Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

PEABH. BATIS A CO.— This magnificent Drug establishment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by unremitting perseverance and faithfulness in all their business 
interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and important 
DrugB. They are entitled to the thanks of the Proftssion, and justly doBerve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

Wm. B. Warner A €••— This splendid Drug House, so widely and fovorably 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high posi- 
tion. Their preparations are regarded by the profession every where as unsurpassed 
for purity and elegance. In respect to their quinine pills, so deservedly popular, the 
lollowing certificate has been published : 

PHiULDBiiPHiA, PxiTK., December 22, 1882. 

An analysis of seven samples of Q^ulnine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manufacturers, was made and published in theAmerlcan Journal of Pharmacy 



by me, and those made by William R Warner ft 6o^ were found to be correct as to 
quantity and purity of (Quinine. HENRY TRIMBLE, AnattftUxu ChemUL 

PnreliaalBff As«B«y«— We have established a Purchasing Agency tn connec- 
tion with the Rbcx>iu> ofllce, by which parties desiring goods of any kind may oxder 
through us what they want, which they can obtain at lowest rates and save the ex- 
pense of atrip to the dty. Strict attention to the interest of the purchaser will be 
observed in the selection of articles. Subsoriben to this Journal will be ohaiged no 
commission for purchases made through this Agency. Cash should aooompany 
every order. Address, 

I>r. Tt. Cm "WORI^t Managing Editor, Atlantiu 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ABTIOLES, 

HEMORRHAGIC MALARIAL FEVER. 



By E. H. M. Parham, M. D., of Arkansas. 



In the February number of the Southern Medical Record, 
page 65, I saw the treatment of hemorrhagic malarial fever, re- 
ported by Dr. Joiner, of Andersonville, Ga., taken from the South- 
em Practitioner, in which he recommends hot water as one of the 
leading therapeutic agents in the treatment of that dreadful dis- 
ease. I have not tried it, but believe that it might be attended 
with some advantage, as the skin and kidneys are the chief organs 
through which we may expect to relieve the system from the ma- 
larial poison already existing; but why the learned Dr. should en- 
tertain fears of the free use of calomel, as expressed in that article, 
I cannot see, as it is well known to be the most potent remedy we 
have to correct morbid secretion; one of the chief factors in the 
development of that disease, yet he used one grain per diem, and 
well he did; as I have not the least doubt but that the calomel and 
hot water prevented fatal consequences from the free use of qui- 
nine. He also said that he had lost confidence in quinine. Yet 
he ordered 40 grains to prevent an expected chill that evening, i 
will here remark, from abundant experience, that had the Dr. used 
the calomel every 4 hours, and omitted quinine altogether, that he 
would have had the pleasure of seeing his patient convalescent in 
a much shorter time. 
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It will be remembered by the readers of the Southern Medi- 
cal Record, that I reported a case of hemorrhagic fever in 1881, 
published in the February number ot that year. Since that time 
I have treated many cases, without losing a single one. My spe- 
cial and distinguished friend, Dr. J. K. Hodge, of Princeton, Ark., 
informed me a short time since, that he had never lost but one case 
since he adopted the plan of treatment set fortii in that article; he 
first suggested the tincture of the muriate of iron, when ergot 
could not be used. Dr. Hodge saw the case he lost too late to ex- 
pect any benefit from medicine, as the case was neglected, and did 
not live 24 hours from the time of his first visit. I know that Dr. 
Hodge has treated many cases, and has published his views at 
length in the Medical Brief, published in St. Louis, Mo., which I 
fully endorse, although I have not seen it. I obtained the princi- 
ples set forth in that article from him personally. 

It seems to me that it will be well here to give some of the most 
prominent symptoms by which the above-named disease may be 
known: It usually appears in subjects that have had repeated at- 
tacks of chills, and who have taken quinine alone to break up the 
paroxyspis without paying any attention to the secretions, until con- 
stant lassitude with indisposition, and in fact, inability to exercise; 
the skin now begins to assume a jaundiced appearance, and sud- 
denly the subject is taken with severe rigors, succeeded by fever 
with a depressed circulation, constant sick stomach, and frequent 
vomiting; the jaundiced appearance of the skin now increases rap- 
idly in intensity, and thirst is indomitable, and often pure blood 
discharged every two or three hours from the kidneys. I recol- 
lect one case last fall that constant delirium, in addition to the 
above symptoms, attended, which case made a good and speedy 
recovery under the treatment which I intend to repeat in this ar- 
ticle. Let it be remembered that this is a continued fever and will 
be speedily fatal if not controlled; I have never seen a case that 
there was any intermission, therefore I claim that quinine is not 
indicated, except to neutralize the poison already in the system, 
which it utterly tailed to accomplish. I have repeatedly known 
the administration of 5 to 10 grains to be followed in an hour with 
severe rigors, and stop the administration of quinine and we 
would have no* more rigors. The indications to be met are clearly: 
1st To arrest the hemorrhage; 2d. Correct morbid secretion; 3d. 
Remove renal congestion ; 4th, to restore the secretion of bile to its 
proper channel; and, 5th, also to eliminate from the blood the effete 
substances already contained therein; the nausea will take care of 
itself as soon as the cause is removed, and by meeting the above in- 
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•dications the removal of that cause will quietly and surely be ac- 
complished. To meet the ist indication I give fluid extract of er- 
got or tincture of the muriate of iron every 4 hours in 10 drop 
doses, to be given with some diaretic, (I prefer the infusion of 
buchu leaves) which will meet the 3d indication; and for the 2d 
-and 4th I give one grain of calomel with -^ or 4 grains of Dover's 
powder every 4 hours, to be given alternately with the ergot or 
tincture of iron; to meet the 5th and last indication, I give as 
above directed the infusion of buchu leaves to promote the action 
of the kidneys and Dover's powder as a diaphoretic. 

In one aggravated case last fall, I gave a few doses of tannic 
acid, I thought perhaps, with some benefit; at least the patient 
made a good and speedy recovery. This case had profuse hem- 
orrhage from the stomach, bowels and kidneys; I give calomel 
until the liver begins to throw off bile and symptoms improve. I 
seldom find it necessary to salivate; I always blister over the liver 
and stomach, in severe cases, and I think with advantage. Laxa- 
tives should be used with caution, as the bowels, when started, 
are disposed to act too much, sCnd this disease is always attended 
with great prostration. I prefer mild enemata when an action 
can be obtained by them. 

Absolute quietude should be observed in every case, and the 
-stomach should not be disturbed with any medicine, unless clearly 
indicated; as those named above. I allow such light and easily 
digestible articles of diet as the patient's appetite, in each case, 
seems to call for. 

I have written this article hastily, without regard to logic or a 
•desire for notoriety. I am too old for that; but am actuated only 
'by phlUnthropy, and believe that I am justified in saying that if 
ithis is given a thorough trial that it will be universally adopted by 
the medical fraternity, and that it will save annually the lives of 
hundreds and perhaps thousands of the good citizens of this coun- 
try. It might be said that I am speaking extravagantly, but I 
know that it is no more than the importance of the case demands. 
I hope that you will find space in your very valuable Journal for 
its publication. 



Flatulence. — In flatulence. Dr. Bruen [Phila. Hosp.] prescribes 
a pill containing five grains of bicarbonate of soda and five drops 
of oil of eucalyptus two hours after meals. Pepsin or pancreatin 
-with milk food, and the mineral acids with meats, should be di- 
fl-ected to be taken immediately after meals. — South, Clinic, 
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UREMIA ? 




By J. H. Low, M. D., of New York. 

The difficulties arising in forming a correct diagnosis, and some^ 
concomitant accompanying circumstances attending a caKe that I 
was called to a few days ago, in company with Dr. Birkins, oF" 
this city, induces me to think, after our close investigation, may be 
of some interest to your numerous readers, more particularly in. 
our arriving at a satisfactory diagnosis so difficult for us to de- 
termine. 

Mrs. W., resident near Fifth avenue, in this city, aged 80 year&. 
and five months, was seen first by Dr. Birkins, on the i6th of July 
at 3:40 p. m., complained of inteivse pain in the head and back,^ 
had had a short while previous to the Doctor^s arrival a convul- 
sion, and a short while after his arrival was seized with another 
convulsion, which she seemed not to rally from, and which ended, 
in stupor. 

At this time I first saw the patient. Her breathing was stertor- 
ous and heavy; her eyes partly opened but immovable, and in- 
sensible, one pupil contracted; circulation at radial artery full and 
about 90. I endeavored to arouse her by vigorous means, but 
failed in all my attempts, she appearing to be almost insensible. L 
supposed at first that she was laboring under the effect of some 
narcotic poison taken by accident or from suicidal motives (as 
there seems to be now prevailing a suicidal mania) but I was in- 
formed by the family that that was impossible as she had no chance 
ot procuring opium or any poison. Being unable to administer 
remedies only by injection, we threw brandy and water into the- 
rectum, applied sinapisms, etc., and at 10:25 a. m., on the 17th, wc: 
gave her a hypodermic injection of Magruder's sblution of mor- 
phia of X drops. None ot our efforts seemed to have the slightest 
effect. She gradually passed from the stupor to a deep-seated 
coma from which she never rallied, and died on the 19th of July. 

Profuse diaphoresis obtained throughout the entire period of 
coma: 
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After this there was no radial pulse perceptible. The axillary 
•temperature, as a rule, was 2^ higher than the ovum, and in the 
-jight axilla the temperature was 95**, in the left 99^**. 

I proposed the application of electricity, but Dr. Birkins was 
' fearful it might result, owing to her age and condition, in the rup- 
ture of some blood-vessel, so that was abandoned. 

We tested her urine thoroughly and found a large quantity of 
■albumen, and there was also a deposit of tube casts and epithe- 
lium. 

We arrived at the following conclusions : Cause of death — 
Uraemia acute, developed in chronic Bright's disease, producing 
• convulsions, stupor, coma and death. 

Contributing causes : Old age, broken thigh and ulcer of six 
years standing. 



NEW YORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY. 



A stated meetin|f was held February 10, 1883, Dr. T. Gaillard 

* Thomas, president, in the ch^ir. 

Renal Calculus. — Dr. H.F. Walker related a case as follows: 

* The patient was a man, about forty-eight years of age, who had 
suffered periodically for at least ten years with attacks of pain in 
the left side in the region of the kidney, extending down toward 
the bladder, and with other symptoms of renal calculus. No cal- 
culus, however, had been passed in the urine. The attacks were 
preceded for two or three days by premonitory symptoms. Vari- 
ous kinds of treatment had been resorted to without much benefit. 

' The last remedy administered was the fluid extract of hydrangea, 
in doses of a teaspoonful three times daily. After this had been 
taken for about two or three months the patient suflTered from a 
specially severe attack of renal colic, which lasted for three days, 

' being longer than ordinary, and the pain extended farther down 
the line of the ureter than usual. There was also nausea and 
vomiting. The attack was followed by the passage of a calculus 

. about one-third the size of a Java coffee-bean, and the patient had 
«ince experienced complete relief. In reply to a question by Dr. 
Post, Dr. Walker said that hydrangea was moderately diuretic. 
He was led to use it in this case by an article in the Medical Re- 

^cord, in which the writer stated that it was almost a specific for 

^enal calculi. 

The President remarked that he had at present two cases of sup- 
posed renal calculus under observation in which he intended to ad- 
minister hydrangea as a possible means of diagnosis. The first 
patient, the wife ot a physician, had been seen by a specialist in 
genito-urinary diseases, who had sent her to him on account of a 
tumor which was perceptible on palpation over the abdominal 
walls. She had been taken very suddenly with violent pain in the 
T)ack, which extended down the course of the ureter and the crural 
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nerve. Soon afterward the urine became bloody, and contained a 
large amount of pus and epithelium from the pelvis of the kidney 
and the ureter. There were no tube casts. At the time of the oc- 
currence of this sudden attack of pain the patient, or her husband, 
upon passing the hand over the abdomen, discovered a tumor. The 
tumor was quite distinct when Dr. Thomas saw the patient, but it 
was only perceptible in the sitting posture, a fact which he had 
observed in certain cases of displaced kidney. The presence of ' 
blood in the urine in considerable quantity suggested cancer of the 
kidney, but, as the disease had lasted for two years, and the patient 
was healthy-looking and growing stouter as the disease advanced, 
he thought malignant disease could be excluded. The affection in 
the second case had also lasted a long time, and gave a similar 
history. 

Dr. A. C. Post remarked that a stone which had remained in the 
pelvis of the kidney for some time was usually too large to pass 
through the ureter. 

The President remarked that it was astonishing how long a cal- 
culus might remain in the pelvis of the kidney for an indefinite 
period without giving rise to synrfptoms. Recently a physician, . 
who died apparently with no other symptoms than gradual wast- 
ing away, was found at the autopsy to have a calculus in the pelvis 
of the kidney as long as the thumb, twice as large, and of the 
shape of an elephant. 

Dr. Abram Dubois remarked that a man once brought to his - 
office a handful of stones, some as large as the end of his finger, . 
and stated that he had often passed them in his urine, and had not 
suffered in the least. 

Dr. A. B. Ball reported further on the case of blood extravasa- 
tion in the calf of the leg, narrated at a recent meeting of the socie- 
ty. He and Dr. Sands, who saw the case in consultation, had told 
the patient that the tumor would probably disappear within two 
weeks, and she would entirely recover. It had now been six 
weeks, and the patient had just got out of bed for the first time. 
The blood clot was probably more deeply situated than had been 
supposed, and, after having become hardened, was slowly under- 
going absorption. 

Torticollis. — Dr. Post stated that several years ago he reported 
a case ot torticollis in which he divided the sterno-cleidomastoid 
muscle by an open incision, division of the main bands of the 
muscle being followed by scarcely any relief whatever; the knife 
was then introduced more deeply, and the last layer of the muscle 
cut, with the effect of complete and permanent relief. He recently 
had a similar case in a girl who had suBered from torticollis in a. 
marked degree from early iilfancy. 

The President then read a paper on Intra-uterine Injections in 
the Treatment of Puerperal septicemia. 

Complete Destruction of the Kidney by Cancerous Dis- 
ease; Removal. — ^The other case to which the President would, 
call attention was that of a patient residing in Connectictu, who- 
gave the following history: She was a married woman, fifty years . 
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> of age, the mother of six or seven children. She stated that he 
had attended her twenty-five years ago with Dr. Metcalfe, and that 
seven j ears ago she had called at his office on account of a tumor 
situated on one side of the pelvis, and that he examined it and told 
her it was a fibrous tumor of the uterus. She had watched the 
tumor during these seven years, and it gave her no trouble until 
three months ago. It then began to increase in size, and continued 
to grow until it filled one-half of the abdominal cavity. The 
patient emaciated and lost strength, and had not been able to leave 
her bed during the last three months. Great doubt had been 
entertained by the physicians who had seen her with regard to the 
character of the tumor. An aspirator- needle had been passed, but 
no ftuid was withdrawn. Dr. Thomas found, upon examination, 
that the tumor was of large size, and he was unable to determine 
whether it was ovarian or whether it was uterme. If it were ute- 
rine, it was probably the original fibroid tumor which, according 
to the patient's statement, he had diagnosticated some years previ- 
ously, and which had since taken on the character of a sarcoma. 
As the patient would certainly die within a short time if an opera- 
tion were not performed, he proceeded to remove the tumor eleven 
days ago. The moment the abdominal cavity was opened he recog- 
nized the fact that the tumor could not be ovarian, for the intes- 
tines lay in front of it. The uterus was also found to be entirely 
disconnected with the tumor. The tumor was evidently deeply 
situated behind the intestines, and fastened by adhesions, but he 
was unable, after repeated trials, turning the patient from side to 
side, to remove the intestines from its surface. The gentlemen 
present were consulted with regard to the propriety of closing the 
abdominal wound and abandoning the operation, but the general 
feeling was that if this were done the patient was doomed to cer- 
tain death, and, although it was highly probable that death would 
take place after the removal of the tumor, it was thought better to 
give the patient the chances of the operation. He then cut through 
the mesocolon with the scissors, passed the hand down upon the 
tumor, gradually swept it upward, came upon the pedicle, which 
he ligated, and removed the tumor as quickly as possible, the con- 
dition of the patient now being very unfavorable. At that time 
he felt satisfied that the tumor was the kidney. The condition of 
the patient did not allow of time to search for the other kidney. 
The cavity was cleaned out, the opening closed, a large drainage- 
tube inserted, and the patient put to bed. 

The specimen had been examined microscopically by Dr. Welch, 
who reported that the mass was composed of cancerous material, 
but he was unable to determine to what organ it belonged. He 
could only make out the renal capsule, which was also involved in 
the disease. Dr. Thomas felt certain, however, that the mass, 
which weighed six pounds, involved the kidney. 

The stitches were removed on the ninth day. The patient did 
very well for forty-eight hours. She then became noisy, delirious, 
and at the end of fifty-six hours she was quite delirious, behaving 
very much like a person suffering from a low grade of puerperal 
mania. The pulse was between 130 and 135 before the operation; 
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it had now fallen below 120. The urine had been secreted in 
amount from 24 to 26 ounces everv day. There had,becn no ten- 
dency to suppuration, and no peritonitis, but there had evidently 
been some septicsemic action, the temperature having kept up to 
102 and 103, and to-day was ioi-6. It had at no time gone above 
103. The patient would probably recover from the operation. 

Discussion on Dr. Thomas's paper being in order, Dr. J. W. 
McLane said that his experience with washing out the uterus had 
been that, in those cases in which the absorption of the sepric 
material had evidently taken place from within the uterus, the tem- 
perature could be reduced by injections into the cavity. But in 
some cases, undoubtedly septicemic in character, the rapidity of 
the absorption was very great; a general peritonitis was set up, 
which would seem, at the post-mortem examination, to have been 
the only affection from which the patient had suffered. The ques- 
tion arose in his mind whether washing out the uterus under such 
eCircumstances would save the life of the patient. 

The President thought that such cases would probably terminate 
latally, whether the uterus were washed out or not; that it was 
then too late for treatment. His experience had been that the 
sooner the injections were begun in a case of puerperal fever the 
more successful would be the result. 

Dr. G. G. Wheelock remarked that he had seen metro-perito- 
nitis treated by washing out the uterine cavity with the result of 
not reducing the temperature in the least. The diagnosis had been 
confirmed by a post-mortem examination. 

Dr. Walker remarked that he had made use of uterine injections 
a great deal, both in private and hospital practice, and had pro- 
duced much benefit with them, especially in cases of threatening 
septicaemia. 

The President remarked that Dr. Jones published a case several 
years ago, in which the injections were begun after the tempera- 
ture had reached 107° and 108**, and the patient recovered. 

Dr. Walker remarked that he had published a case in which the 
temperature rose to 108®, and injections were continued for six 
weeks before the patient fully recovered. He did not think we 
should always expect to find an external lesion which would ac- 
count for the absorption of septic material; he believed that it took 
place more frequently from the inner surface. 

The Piesideut referred to a case to which Dr. J. B. Hunter was 
called in consultation in a neighboring city about eleven days ago. 
The patient had been delivered five weeks previously, and was 
sufiering from septicaemia with a temperature of 103-5®, ^^® pulse 
120, Her family physician, who was a competent man, and sev- 
eral others, had given up all hopes of saving the patient's life. 
When Dr. Hunter saw her he proposed to wash out the uterus, 
but was met with the most stubborn opposition. Obtaining the 
husband's consent, however, he proceeded to make the injections, 
and in less than twelve hours the temperature and the pulse fell, 
and the patient was greatly relieved. The treatment was still be- 
ing continued. In reply to a question by Dr. McBurney, the 
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President said the strength of the solution which he used at the 
present time was 2^ per cent. 

Dr. Wheelock remarked that at the Nursery and Child's Hos- 
pital, when the temperature rose to 103**, and there was a discharge 
of foul odor, uterine injections were used, and always with the 
most favorable results. 

Dr. J. G. Curtis asked whether the cause of the entrance of air 
into the circulation in the cases which had been reported could, in 
every case, be traced directly to the introduction of the catheter 
nnto a uterine sinus. — N, T. Med, Record, 



CHOLERA. WHAT IS IT } 



By Prof. T. S. Bell, M.D. 



This potential word exercises a very strange power over the hu- 
man mind. Nations stand affrighted at the utterance of the word. 
The lessons of experience are forgotten, the indubitable facts upon 
which all truth stands become nugatory in the frenzied excitement 
•of the mind, and people fail to treasure up observations that would 
prove valuable if brought into action at the proper time. To re- 
call the lessons of history, to teach the records of nature, to show 
that when she is heeded her revelations are always beneficent, and 
when neglected that she exacts a fearful penalty, is the object of 
this paper. There can be no motive to utter aught but the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. He that is indifferent 
to these requirements is unworthy of any place in society or any 
position in the ranks of the medical profession. The office of that 
profession is to allay unnecessary fears, to calm the public mind, 
and to conduct it into avenues of safety and to preserve it in 
health. 

Cholera is always a manifestation of a local condition inimical 
to health and safety. It never showed itself in any spot on the 
face of the earth except in obedience to this local condition, and 
"whei ever the condition exists, no matter where, the disease will 
infallibly manifest itself Why did cholera manifest itself in the 
army of the Marquis of Hastings in 1817? Because it was en- 
camped on the marshy banks of bcind, in tropical weather, where 
vegetable decomposition was in a fit condition to produce the fatal 
poison. The pestilence was fearful in that portion of the army 
near the focal point; that portion of th \ army encamped away 
from the river was perfectly healthy, and remained in that condi- 
tion. The army was ordered to leave the seat of pestilence, and 
was marched to the hills, where the pestilence ceased. It could 
T)e tracked by the skeletons it dropped in its journey to the hills. 
When the army was in reach of the cause the pestilence raged 
fearfully; when it reached the hills, there being no cause for pes- 
tilence there, sickness ceased, thus vindicating the fact that the in- 
telligent authorities knew the nature of that cause, which, when 
present, caused the havoc, which, when modified, modified the 
disease, and which, when absent, prevented its ravages. If, with 
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the eyes of our reason, we were to survey all such outbreaks, we 
should invariably find the local circumstances that cause them. 

Dr. Farr, the Registrar-General of England, looked upon the 
developments of the disease over a wide-spread area. He looked 
with the eyes of a philosophic master. He observed with the de- 
sire to find the truth, and he endeavored to proclaim that truth, 
with all the clearness in which it presented itself to him. He said, 
"Cholera is a health inspector whose decrees are infallible, whose 
requirements are inexorable." 

Professor Charles Caldwell, whose medical sagacity was often 
almost intuitive, said, "Cholera, though a fatal scourge to the 
world, will, through the wise and beneficent dispensation under 
which we live, be productive of consequences favorable alike to 
science and humanity. Besides being instrumental in throwing- 
much light on the practice of physic, it will prove highly influen- 
tial in extinguishing the belief in pestilential contagion and bring- 
ing into disrepute the quarantine and sanitary establishments that 
have hitherto existed." 

There are occasionally gleams of hope in the utterances of lead- 
ing members of the medical profession that foolish chimeras^ 
jejune statements and inanities on the great scourge of the world 
will cease their warfare against reason, fact and truth, and permit 
a ripened, clear and matured judgment to exercise its sway over 
this vital matter of public concern. 

In 1848 the British and Foreign Medical Review contained an 
able and philosophical examination of an immense number of 
facts connected with the features of cholera, as displayed over a 
vast extent of the earth's surface. After reviewing these facts the 
writer closes with these consolatory reflections: "The true philos- 
ophy of medicine is the knowledge of the causes of disease, or, if 
these causes be too subtle and refined for our gross senses, it is 
the knowledge of the several conditions, external or internal to the 
body, which give those causes power. In the future history of 
medicine we shall see men returning to the principles promulgated 
by its earliest founders. They will perceive that the treatment of 
the fully formed disease is, at the same time, the most difficult and 
the least useful part of this noble profession. They will learn to 
arrest the evil at the fountain-head, and not to dam the current 
swollen by a thousand tributaries. And if the principles which 
we have analyzed in this article be correct, it will not be the least 
triumph of this philosophy that it has indicated the true mode ia 
which the great epidemic of our time can be most easily and most 
effectually controlled. It bars out the disease, not with quaran- 
tines and cordon sanitaires, but with a cleanly people and uncon- 
taminated air. TAe evil which springs from the bosom of Nature on- 
ly needs for its removal an observance of the rules which Nature 
herself reveals^ The italics are ours. 

There are a vast number of prelections upon the contamina- 
tions of drinking-water as the cause of enteric fever, contamina- 
tions which even the mighty powers of the earth cannot remove, 
according to the assertions of some of the whimsical philosophers 
who advocate the guess-work involved. But if drinking-water 
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thus becomes contaminated, why may not the air become impure 
by admixtures of noxious agents? We know that these noxious 
agents do thus act, because we have many records of men who 
undertook to plow fields in hot weather — and slept in these fields 
—every one of whom was found dead next morning. Occur- 
rences similar to this have often taken place in the Campagni di 
Roma. In that region of verdure called the Maremme di Lucca^ 
in Tuscany, extending from Florence to the shores of the Medi- 
terranean, we know that for centuries the inhabitants never lived 
at home from the first of July until October, sometimes Novem- 
ber, with their frosts put an end to the reign of the poison. The 
evil has ceased, through the control exercised by an exact knowl- 
edge of the character of the conditions from which the poison de- 
rived its potency. We shall recur to this again while on this sub- 
ject 

I am often asked whether certain cases of cholera are instances 
of the Asiatic variety. I answer, no; they are home-productions, 
precisely as cases of intermittent fever are. Asia produces inter- 
mittent fever analogous to our forms of the fever. The cases 
which occur in Asia are Asiatic; those that take place in this 
country are home-productions, or cases of American intermittent 
fever. The two forms are precisely alike in origin, paroxysms 
and termination. In a similar way those cases of cholera that oc- 
cur in Asia are Asiatic; those which we have in America are cases 
of American cholera. The features of the one are alike in every- 
thing to those in the other. In Asia some cases die in an hour 
after the first symptom shows itself; such cases occur here. In 
Asia many fatal cases have neither vomiting nor purging; many 
such cases have been seen here. In all attacks of cholera in Asia 
there is a total suppression of every secretion, of every nutritive 
force, of everything like the circulation of the blood' These are 
equivalent to death. Precisely similar phenomena are found in 
every endemic of cholera in Louisville. In these conditions of the 
forces of animal life, in the cases that appear in Asia, the brain 
towers aloft serenely, and is often mischievous in its trickery. It 
is often astonishing, when the flitting shadows of life are about 
sinking from view, to see the calm, self-possessed, clear and active 
state of the mind in choleraic patients. That which is the rule in 
Asiatic cases is equally present in Louisville attacks. There is not 
a single sign of the disease in Asia that is not conspicuous in the 
seizures in Louisville. There is not the shadow of difference in 
the character of the attacks, whether one set are in Asia and the 
other are in Louisville. An attack of intermittent fever is precisely 
the same as an attack of that disease in Louisville. Why should 
one be called Bothnia fever, the other Louisville fever? 

In Asia there are large regions among the places devastated 
with cholera that have never had a case of the disease in them. 
One village may be severely visited one season : another village in 
the immediate vicinity of it, having intimate intercourse with the 
afflicted one, has never had a case of disease among its inhabitants. 
That is precisely the history of the disease in the United States. 
How is it that Sundeep in the sunderbunds along the Bay of Ben- 
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gal always escaped from cholera, while the ravages around it were 
dreadful? The escape was not due to the want of intercourse. 

Kristofsky, near St Petersburg, was perfectly free from the dis- 
ease, while St Petersburg was severely ravaged, and there was 
constant intercourse between the two places. Vienna suffered 
severely from cholera; it raged around the Faubourg Leopoldstadt 
at Vienna, but this Faubourg escaped. The intercourse between 
this and the ravaged parts of Vienna was constant 

In 1833, Lexington, Kentucky, was very severely ravaged with 
cholera — more than one-half the population of Lexington ffed 
from it They did not carry the disease nor spread it. The inter- 
course between Lexington and Versailles was very intimate, daily 
interchanges of visits took place, but there was not a case in Ver 
sailles. 

Then, again, ''The testimony is conclusive that the German vil- 
lages of Gallicia have always been spared; this exemption is due 
to their cleanliness, but many places around these villages that 
were known for their insanitary condition the disease ravaged 
severely. The town of Sarepta, noted for its thorough cleanliness, 
has always escaped a visitation of cholera, while neighboring 
})laces, not conspicuous for cleanliness, suffered from its ^tal rav- 
ages. 

In Hindostan the natives universally noticed that villages very 
unhealthy and exposed to the exhalations from marshes, rivers and 
lakes, were sure to suffer; while other places in different condi- 
tions entirely escaped. Mr. Jameson, w^ho gathered these facts on 
a large scale, had his attention called to this feature by noticing 
the towns of Muttra and Agra. Muttra, (often spelled Mathura) 
is a very filthy, crowded town. Although it was forty miles nearer 
the line of cholera than Agra, the latter l>eing dry and airy, Mut- 
tra was fatally assailed while Agra was scarcely touched. Jame- 
son says these facts are true about the whole of India. It was 
often noticed in India that the wives of soldiers, twenty-three out 
of one hundred and fifty-nine dying v/ith cholera, while among 
forty -two ladies in the barracks there was not a single case. These 
then are the testimonies ol India on this subject. Surely those 
who are affected with an Asiatic mania, whenever cholera is men- 
tioned can afford to listen to these potent voices fVom Asia. 

Before leaving Asia I beg leave to call attention to important 
facts connected with a celebrated spot in India. It has important 
features that are very instructive, and to which we cannot give too 
much heed. In the midst of an immense granitic plain an im- 
mense granite rock shoots up five hundred feet Upon the sum- 
mit of this rock the British determined to erect a tort, because of 
its commanding position. There were no springs nor streams 
there to supply it with water. The engineers had capacious cis- 
terns cut in the granite, and relied upon rain-water for the garri- 
son. The fort was called Fort Bellary. It soon became notorious 
for the ravages of cholera. It is the only place in the world that 
was known to have cholera annually. It was very fatal. The 
garrison was composed of infantry, cavalry and artillery, and the. 
Jbill-sides were well covered with the graves of these members of 
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the force. It was noticed that while cholera ravaged the fort an- 
nually, no case had ever occurred in the Bazar in the plain near the 
foot of the hill. 

When McGregor became Medical Director of the British forces 
in India, he determined to make a personal inspection of Fort 
Bellary. It was high time that some one should do this. He went ta 
the scene of these annual ravages, and speedily unveiled the mys- 
tery. He found immense masses of decaying vegetable matter 
about the water-tanks, where the horses were fed and watered. 
He ordered the immediate removal of this mass, and provided for 
thorough drainage so as to cut of! the supply of moisture. He in- 
stituted proper measures for feeding and watering the animals, and 
required that due attention should be paid to daily cleanliness. 
From that time down to the present, through a period of over 
thirty years, there has never been a case of cholera at Fort Bellary. 
In all cases, if we change a place, that has had cholera, into the 
exact similitude of a place that never had a case, we acquit our- 
selves of a public duty under the guidance of a supreme wisdom,, 
and we then feel that our labors are not in vain. Since Medical 
Director McGregor performed this duty at Fort Bellary, no mortal 
has ever been able to make cholera "travel" to Fort Bellary, nor 
to "travel" from it. McGregor struck it a deadly blow, and at 
Fort Pellary it has been a nonentity ever since. This was a medi- 
cal duty recognized and effectively performed. 

The question naturally springs up and demands an answer — 
Have such results followed similar labors elsewhere besides Fort 
Bellary ? We do not know an instance to the contrary. We have 
been intimate with such scenes for nearly fifty-one years, and ia 
that extensive experience we have never known a spot visited by 
cholera, the condition of which was so changed as to resemble 
places that never had a case of the disease, in which it ever ap- 
peared again. There is no more reason to apprehend that cholera 
can again attack Market street between Tenth & Eleventh streets, 
than we have to apprehend any other impossibility. No one feels- 
any more fear that it can again attack both sides of Jefferson 
street, beginning at the corner of Jackson street, as it did in 1850, 
than that it can sweep the Gait House or Louisville Hotel clear of 
inhabitants. No effect can come without a cause. When a cause 
is absent, the effect can not appear. No one has any uneasiness^ 
that it may again show itself on the comer of Ninth and Jefferson 
and ravage nearly up to Eighth street as it did in 1832. There are 
many hundreds of squares in Louisville that never have had a case 
of cholera in them. It is perfectly reasonable to feel sure that if 
we put every square in the city in the condition that those were in 
when cholera failed to attack them, we shall shut it out completely. 
This seems as plain to us as that twice four make eight. Many 
places here that had a cholera visitation in 1832 never have had a 
case since. Spots that had a visitation in 1833, and were changed, 
never have been afflicted with cholera since, nor anything akin to- 
it down to this moment 

We shall record the triumphant labors of Dr. Shapter, at Exeter^ 
England, and those that have saved the great lunatic asylum at 
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Bethlehem, England, ever since 1832. But the especial points of 
the inquiry on this interesting matter will be devoted to home. We 
prefer this, because the facts can be denied or proven most e: sily 
where all of them are best known among living witnesses. To this 
inquiry we shall devote the next number of this series. In the 
meantime we urge upon all the necessity of thorough cleanliness 
and dryness at home, and in all their surroundings, as the price at 
which health may be secured. 

The question is often asked, with deep solicitude, when we hear 
that the disease has broken out anywhere, are we going to have 
cholera here ? We can enable each one to answer this question 
for himself. Very carefully examine your premises, leave nothing 
uninvestigated ; then thoroughly know the condition of all your 
surroundings, for it should be well recognized that, if some neigh- 
bor has dangerous premises, you cannot be safe. Let each one 
see that his own house and grounds are dry. airy, and clean; that 
the contents of his privy-pit are at least three leet below the sur- 
face, and in this state of things he may feel perfectly secure so tar 
as his own premises are concerned. Then, if he finds a damp spot 
where vegetable material is decomposing, let him take the proper 
steps for removing that. All this being done, he may feel as cer- 
tain that he has nothing to fear from cholera as he can feel in any 
-earthly matter. In examining his premises he may overlook a 
source of great danger. The surface may look dry, but there may 
be water beneath it that may imperil lift; — if so, drain this water 
off. — Louisville Med. News, 



PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS OF CORN SILK. 



By George W. Kennedy, Ph.G. 
B«ad at the Pharmaoeutioal Meeting, Apnl 17. 

During the past year several physicians of Schuylkill county 
have been using different preparations of the stigmata of Zea Mays 
for catarrh of the bladder and similar diseases with very good re- 
sults. The preparations should be made from the fresh article, as 
the dried seems to be worthless; at least, that is the experience of 
those who have had the subject under investigation: cases under 
treatment, which were not benefitted by the powder or other pre- 
parations made from the dried article, yielded to a tincture pre- 
pared from the fresh or green stigmata It would be advisable 
to gather the drug before it begins to change in color, or select 
only that portion having a green or greenish-yellow color. The 
writer manufactured a quantity of the tincture last September, 
which has all been prescribed and used by our physicians, and I 
am now compelled to purchase the fluid extract to supply the de- 
mands. One of our medical practitioners, who is very particular, 
has great confidence in the curative properties of corn silk; his 
choice of all the preparations is the syrup which I have made and 
would recommend to be made from the fluid extract. This is an 
expeditious mode of making the syrup, and one which is entirely 
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satisfactory, the syrup containing only a very small percentage of 
alcohol. The diseases for which corn silk is recommended are of 
such a nature — generally of an inflammatory character — that the 
patient should not use alcohol in any form, because it produces 
irritation, and irritants should be left out of the preparations as 
much as possible. 

Should the drug prove to be as valuable a remedy as some med- 
ical men consider it to be, there is no doubt but its use would be- 
come general. Either the fluid extract or the syrup, or both, would 
be the best preparations to recommend for introduction, although 
the tincture gave fair satisfaction, yet I do not believe it to be the 
most suitable preparation. 

It should be remembered that the fresh drug contains a large 
amount of moisture; it contains certainly not less than flfty per 
cent, and likely considerably more. I would suggest that not 
less than double the quantity of the drug be used; for example, if 
a hundred parts of syrup or tincture was to represent twelve parts 
of the dried material, tiieri twenty-four parts of the fresh or green 
corn silk should be used. I would recommend the following for- 
mulas: 

Tincture of Corn Silk. 

Take of corn silk, green, twenty-four parts 24 

'' diluted alcohol sufficient to make one hundred parts. . 100 

Cut the silk into small pieces, either with a large pair of scis- 
sors or a tobacco cutter; after which, place in a mortar and beat 
into a pulp with a small quantity of the diluted alcohol. Prepare 
a cylindrical glass percolator, by closing the lower orifice with a 
cork; transfer the silk pulp to the percolator, and add sufficient of 
the menstruum to form a layer over the pulp; cover the percola- 
tor closely and allow to macerate for fort^'-eight hours; then loosen 
the cork enough to permit percolation to proceed at the rate of 
forty drops per minute; add enough diluted alcohol and continue 
the percolation until one hundred parts are obtained. The tinc- 
ture possesses the characteristic odor of corn silk, is of a yellow 
straw color and of a pleasant, sweetish taste. Dose for an adult, 
one or two fluid drachms (gm. 4 — 8). « 

Fluid Extract of Corn Silk. 

Corn silk, green, two hundred grammes ^ 200 

Glycerin, twenty grammes 20 

Diluted alcohol, a sufficient quantity to make one hundred cen- 
timeters 100 

Cut the silk into small pieces. Mix the glycerin with eighty 
grammes of diluted alcohol. Place the cut corn silk into a mor- 
tar, and beat into a pulp with a portion of the menstruum; after 
which, pack in a cylindrical glass percolator; add sufficient of the 
mixture to cover the pulpy mass, and when the liquid commences 
to drop from the percolator cluse the lower orifice; cover the per- 
colator tightly, and allow to macerate for forty-eight hours, then 
permit percolation to go on slowly, about forty drops per minute; 
add the remainder of the glycerin mixture, and then diluted alco- 
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hoi until the drug is exhausted, reserving the first seventy cubic 
centimeters of the percolate; evaporate the remainder to thirty 
cubic centimeters, and mix with the reserved portion, making in. 
all one hundred cubic centimeters. The odor and taste is similar 
to that of the tincture, but much stronger, and a shade or two 
darker. Dose for an adult from half to one fluid drachm (gm. 
2—4). 

Syrup of Corn Silk. 

Fluid extract of corn silk, twelve parts 12 

Syrup, eighty-eight parts 88 

To make one hundred parts 100 

Dose, from one to two fluid drachms. — your, of Pkar, 



IODIDE OF. POTASSIUM. 



By George Thomas Jackson, M.D. 

Iodide of potassium, the lodkalium of the Germans, and the 
iodure de potassium of the French, is made by the addition or 
iodine in excess to an aqueous solution of potassa. It occurs in 
semi-opaque, white, transparent or colorless crystals, permanent in 
a dry air, rather deliquescent in a moist one, of an acrid saline 
taste. It is soluble in two-thirds its weight of water, and in six to 
eight parts of alcohol. 

Antagonists and Incompatibles. — It is incompatible, accord- 
ing to Biddle, with ammonium salts, sulphate, nitrate, phosphate, 
and borate of sodium, sulphates of potassium and magnesium^ 
spirits of nitrous ether, soluble red salts and the mercurials gen- 
erally; with chlorate of potassium, if a mineral acid is added, sl 
poisonous iodate of potassium is formed. Therapeutically, its ac- 
tion is antagonized by all those remedies which promote con- 
structive metamorphosis, and by the vaso-motor tonics, quinia,. 
digitalis, cold, etc. (AVood). It should be remembered that calo- 
mel and potassium iodide exhibited together form the green- 
iodide of mercury. 

SYNERofsTS. — Alkalies and other remedies which promote 
waste favor the action of iodine and the iodides. Even mercury^ 
which, theoretically, is incompatible with the iodide, is, especially 
in syphilis, synergistic. 

Physiological Action. — When taken into the stomach the 
salt is rapidly absorbed and enters into the circulation. In the 
stomach it may cause, at flrst, a feeling of coolness, this being fol- 
lowed by warmth, or even burning, if the dose has been consid- 
erable. By many it is claimed that when the potassium salt en- 
ters the blood it is changed into a sodium salt This theory , ac- 
cording to Ringer, has not yet been substantiated. Professor 
Binz ("Am. Jour, of the Med. Sci.," vol. Ixx, p. 234) holds that^ 
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when the salt is taken into a healthy stomach, part is changed, by 
the action of the hydrochloric acid in that viscus, into hydriodic 
acid; another part is acted on by the chloride of sodium aud 
chauged into the iodide of sodium; and, if enough has been taken, 
the residue remains unchanged. All three combinations pass 
quickly into the circulation, when the hydriodic acid meets with 
soda and forms iodide of sodium; the iodide of sodium is acted 
on by. carbonic and other acids, and iodine is set free. It has also 
been asserted that iodide of potassium is decomposed by the 




tassium are said to have the same action in the system, and many 
hold that the iodide depends for its action upon the iodine con- 
tained in it It is true that both iodine and the iodide, when taken 
in sufficient doses, cause gastro-intestinal disturbance, and, when 
given continuously, produce iodism; but their theaapeutical uses 
are in many points different. Iodine acts upon the chronic en- 
largements of scrofulosis more effectively than the iodide, while 
the iodide is far excellence the remedy for the tertiary enlargc- 
ment^ of syphilis. In rheumatic affections the iodide is emploped, 
but here, no doubt, the iodide owes its efficacy, in good measure, 
to the potassium. The diuretic action of the iodide may also be 
ascribed to its potassium, though Bouchard affirms that iodine in- 
creases the elimination of urea. 

The iodide of potassium exerts an alterative effect upon the tis- 
' sues. In the physiological state the iodides increase waste and 
the elimination of the products of waste, and, if administered for 
a length of time, they cause emaciation and a general depression 
of the vital functions. Wood states that he has given the iodide 
in enormous doses, and seen nervous symptoms developed in only 
one case, where two hundred and seventy grains a day were ex- 
hibited, and the patient became intensely stupid and sleepy. An 
apparent contradiction to the depressing and emaciating effect of 
the drug is found in its action in syphilis, where, under its admin- 
istration, the patients are seen to gain in health and strength. This 
action in syphilis is accounted for by the so-called specific action 
of I the salt, the virus being eliminated by it, and the system at 
once reacting. Dr. C. Binz ("Grundzuge der Arzneimittellehre,'^ . 
Berlin, 1879 > g^ves as a probable theory of the action of the iodide 
upon syphilitic and other abnormal deposits, the following: If 
iodide of potassium comes in contact, outside of the body, with 
protoplasm, water and carbonic acid, it is changed bv the oxidiz- 
ing prrperties of the protoplasm into bicarbonate of potassium 
and free iodine, this reaction being necessarily accompanied by 
some change in the protoplasm, yet undetermined, in the. dis- 
eased body, if a pathological cell organization, water and carbonic 
acid, or some stronger acid, are together present (and, where ab- 
normal cells are found, th^ other elements will not be difficult to 
find); then the same reaction must take place in the presence of 
the potash salt, the elements of the protoplesm being Droken up, 
the bicarbonate of potassium being formed and the iodine set free^ 

«9 
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which latter unites with the sodium of the blood and appears in 
the secretions as the iodide of sodium. 

The salt is almost as rapidly eliminated as it is absorbed, so that, 
within fifteen minutes after taking it, it may be found in the saliva 
and the urine. The chief eliminator of the salt is the kidney, but 
the broncho-pulmonary, faucial and salivary glands take part in 
this action. Hence, we find, during a course of the iodide, that a 
stimulating effect is often exerted upon the mucous membrane of 
the lungs, fauces, kidneys, etc., a greater quantity of mucus being 
thrown from the lungs, symptoms of acute coryza not unfrequently 
showing themselves, ana the taste of the iodide with an increasei^ 
flow of saliva being noticed in the mouth. 

loDiSM. — A characteristic effect of the iodide, when given for a 
continued period, is the production of what has been called iodism : 
this it owes to its iodine. The quantity necessary to produce 
iodism varies with the susceptibility of the individual. Ringer states 
that in some peculiarly susceptible individuals one grain of the 
iodide, or even a part of a grain, has induced it Most patients, 
however, bear the administration of the iodide without experi- 
encing any unpleasant effects; and, usually, even if iodism. is in- 
duced, the system, soon accommodates it«elf to the drug, a state of 
tolerance being established, though no change may have been 
made in the dose. In some patients in whom it is desirable to in- 
duce iodism, enormous doses have to be administered before the 
required efiect is produced. 

The symptoms of iodism are general malaise, frontal headache; 
coryza, lachrymation, sometimes inflammatory swelling of the eye- 
lids, bitter saline taste in the mouth, sore throat, hoarseness and 
dysphagia. An eruption of acne, especially on the face, shoul- 
ders and thighs, is a common result of the continuous use of the 
iodide, and it may be present indepently of any other symptom of 
iodism. Duhring says that "iodide of potassium may give rise to 
erythematous, papular, vesicular, pustular, bullous and purpuric 
lesions. The erythematous efflorescence, not very uncommon, oc- 
curs usually upon the forearms in discrete or confluent patches, 
and also upon the face and neck. If the administration of the 
drug is persisted in, this may go on to the papular form, which is 
rarer. The vesicular or eczema-form variety occurs in patients 
who have long continued the use of the drug; by some it is said 
to be most common on the scalp and scrotum; others describe its 
occurrence on the chest or limbs, and as accompanied by severe 
itching and desquamation." One case is reported (Bumstead and 
Taylor, '* Venereal Diseases," New York, 1879) where only mod- 
erate doses caused an eruption like eczema rubrum over 1 he whole 
body, accompanied by fever, some dyspnoea, and copious exuda- 
tion. The pustular eruption bears a close resemblance to that 
caused by bromide of potassium, and is acneform in appearance. 
This is the acne eruption before referred to. Sometimes the pus> 
tules are followed by indurations which may persist There is 
also a rare form of vesiculo-pustular eruption described by 
Duhring (**Diseases of the Skin," 1881, p. 329) which resembles 
an irritated patch of ring-worm. The bullous eruption occurs 
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^tnost frequently about the head, neck and upper extremities, less 
frequently upon the lower limbs, rarely upon the trunk. The 
•'eruption begins as pin-point-sized vesicles, or as shot-like papules, 
at the apices ;f which vesiculation appears, the vesicles being of 
a pale, yellowish-white color. If the iodide be' given in large 
-doses or continued, the blebs become dark red ar purplish, the se- 
rum, at first clear, becoming puriform and sanguinolent. Upon 
the discontinuance of the iodide, the lesions usually disappear 
within a few days or a week. Purpura is rarely produced by the 
iodide. It commonly appears soon after the beginning of a course 
of the medicine, and is most apt to occur upon the legs, less fre- 
quently upon the neck, face and other parts of the body; taking 
in some cases the miliary form, sometimes occurring in large 
patches, and it may even take on the form of purpura hemorrhagica, 
llydroa, says Hutchinson, is most frequently caused by the iodide. 
It has, also, been asserted that atrophy of the testes and mamms 
takes place under the use of the iodide, but many prominent writ- 
ers, as Bartholow, Van Buren and Keyes, and others, deny this. 
That it has an antaphrodisiac effect, and, in long-continued doses, 
is capable of causing loss of sexual power, is, according to Bar- 
"tholow, quite certain. 

Some cases of iodism are characterized by nervous troubles — 
neuralgia, ringing in the ears, convulsions, disturbances of vision, 
and paralysis. Rilliet (Trousseau's report on memoir, "Bull, de 
TAcad. Roy.," xxv) says the iodic cachexia is most easily induced 
in goitrous persons, and is characterized by rapid emaciation, com- 
mencing mostly in the face, severe nervous palpitations of the 
heart and excessive appetite. If the drug is continued, hysteria or 
hypochondriasis, with insomnia^ manifests itself. 

Treatment of Iodism. — ^The unpleasant effects of the iodide 
-appear earlier and continue longer in those in whom the processes 
•of elimination are deficient or slow. If large draughts of water 
are taken with the iodide, in many cases iodism hi ay be prevented, 
the water aiding in elimination. Bumstead states that if Fowler's 
solution is administered with the iodide, the eruption of acne may 
be prevented. Some claim that, if a full dose of carbonate or spir- 
its of ammonia be administered with the iodide, the unpleasant 
effects of iodism may be obviated; but Ringer states that he has 
many times tried this, with no decided effects. If, on continuing 
the drug, the state of tolerance is not established, and if, after ex- 
hibiting it highly diluted, or with ammonia, the bad symptoms still 
continue, by stopping the drug for a few days they will all disap- 
pear without any other treatment. 

Administration. — ^The dose of iodide of potassium is usually, 
to begin with, five to fifteen grains. Its limit is, practiclly, as 
much as will be tolerated by the system, or enough to produce the 
desired effect. It may be given pure or in solution, preferably the 
latter, and the higher the dilution the better. Seguin ("Arch, of 
Med.," vol. vi, 1881, p. ^4) gives the following directions to pre- 
vent any gastric disturbance arising from the use ot the salt: i. 
tJse a simple aqueous solution. 2. Give it upon an empty stom- 
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ach. fifteen or thirty minutes before the ingestion of food. 2. Give 
it freely diluted with an alkaline solution*. He uses a solution of 
equal parts of the iodide and water, by waight, and finds that a 
loss of one-fifth -is made by mixing the salt and water, so that iix> 
one hundred drops of the solution there are only about eighty 
grains of the iodide. As an alkaline diluent, he advises Vichy 
water, one-half or one glassful being taken with each dose of the 
salt. If neither the Vichy nor the Vichy effervescent salt can be 
procured, then a pinch of bicarbonate of sodium to a glassful oC 
water will answer. 

Therapeutics. — As the object of this paper is principally to 
discuss the use of iodide of potassium in syphilis, the writer will 
merely mention that the salt is useful in the following maladies^, 
viz.: bronchocele, scrofula, chronic rheumatism, gout; as a diuretic 
and alterative in Bright's disease (fibroid degeneration^, in spas- 
modic asthma, acute coryza, acute and chronic bronchitis, hay 
asthma, chronic pleurisy, chronic pericarditis, chronic splenitis^ 
chronic laydrocephalus, basilar meningitis, aneurism; and as an 
eliminative in mercurial and saturnine poisoning. Locally, it forms 
an excellent application in aphthae, mercurial stomatitis, pharyngi- 
tis and tonsillitis. 

But it is the part the iodide plays in the treatment of syphilis 
which makes its study of special interist to the syphilographer. It 
has been used during the presence of the initial lesion, during the 
prodromal fever, and during the whole secondary or tertiary stage 
of the disease. M. F. Diday ("Therap. de Mai. Ven. et des MaL 
Cutan.," Paris, 1876, p. 269) gives the salt during the presence of 
the chancre, before the stage of eruption (secondary), "not to 
drive out the poison of the virus, but to brace the constitution 
against it." To this end he gives, every morning and evening, 
one tablespoonful of a mixture containing: distilled water, gr. 500;. 
iodide of potassium, gr. 12; citrate of iron, gr. 2, giving it freely 
diluted in water. He uses the same mixture during the prodromal 
fever He claims that the good results fi om this method of treat- 
ment are due to the action of the iodide upon the red blood glob- 
ules, saying: "M. Grassi has determined by his experiments that, 
during the chancre, 1 he proportion of the red blood globules is- 
diminished by about one-quarter; that the i6dide of potassium ad- 
ministered during this time re-established their normal proportion 
in fifteen or twenty days; and that, further, the iodide of mercury 
is far from producing the same good effects." Most authorities, 
however, state that the iodide is not of much use in the first stage 
of syphilis, nor in the early part of the second stage, but that it is 
most useful in the so-called tertiary lesions. Van Buren and 
Keyes give, as a rule for the time of its administration, the follow- 
ing: "As soon as the cutaneous lesions show a marked tendency 
to aggregate in patches, and especially to remain long chronic as. 
scaly or tubercular thickened patches, or, indeed, without erup- 
tion after the first year of syphilis, the iodide should be given in 
the mixed treatment" (Van Buren and Keyes, "Genitourinary 
Diseases, with Syphilis," New Nork, 1877, p. 565). The indica- 
tion for giving the drug is rather the character of the syphilitic 
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iesion, and the condition of the patient in regard to his having 
taken mercury, than the time which the disease has lasted. All 
authorities concur in stating that it gives its most brilliant results 
in the ulcerating and the gummy forms of syphilis, and in the deep 
lesions of bone, brain and viscera. It is especially useful when 
the syphilitic or mercurial cachexia is present, or when the patient 
has taken mercury for some time without effect. Niemeyer says 
that ^'the iodide is indicated and gives most relief in all cases 
where the spontaneous extinction of the malady is not to be calcu- 
lated on, and in which the employment of mercury is contraindt- 
cated." BartholoWy ("Materia Medica and Therapeutics," New 
York, 1877, p. 182) says: The iodide of potassium is useful and 

j -curative in syphiloma of the nervous system, in mental disorders, 

•epileptiform seizures, paralytic states, etc., dependent on gummata, 
nodes, etc., in neuralgia of the fifth, nocturnal pain in the head, 
syphilitic paraplegia, the various neuralgias of syphilis, ulceration 

I of the nares, palate, tonsils and larynx, syphilitic deposits in the 

lungs simulating phthisis, syphilitic disease of the spleen, liver, 
kidneys and other viscera, syphilitic rheumatism and the late skin 

I eruptions of syphilis. Rosenthal ("Nervenkrankheiten," Wien, 

I '^5» P* ^34) prefers mercury to the iodide in syphilitic disease of 

the Drain. 

I The iodide, when administered for these late syphilitic lesions, 

should be pushed rapidly till the full effects of the drug are mani- 

I fested, or till iodism is induced. Unfortunately, while the salt un- 

doubtedly relieves the urgent symptoms, it does not possess those 
truly curative or specific qualities of mercury; so that, after relief 
is obtained by its use, mercury must be again resorted to for a 
permanent cure, the two drugs being continued in combination. 

When the iodide is given after a course of mercury, sometimes 
salivation is induced, it having the property of rendering mercury, 
or any of its compounds retained within the tissues of the body, 
soluble, and of throwing them back into the circulation, to be 
eliminated by the kidneys. It has been affirmed that any good 
which may result from the administration of the iodide is due to 
its solvent power upon the mercury held in combination with the 
albuminoids of the body. 

It is quite customary and really useful to administer the iodide 
with mercury in the so-called "mixed treatment," notably in the 
later stages of syphilis. There have been combinations of nearly 
all the preparations of mercury with the iodide, but probably the 
most used are the bichloride and the biniodide. The solution of 
the bichloride with the iodide is chemically unsound, the biniodide 
of mercury being formed with iodide ef potassium in excess. It 
is, nevertheless, useful. As a vehicle, perhaps, the compound 
syrup of sarsaparilla is as good as any, the English authors speak- 
ing highly of it for its own sake, and it is certainly a pleasant me- 
dium. Lee r**Lectures on Syphilis," Liondon, 1875) ^^^^ks that if 
the iodide ot potassium is given by the mouth, and mercury by 
inunction, they unite in the system and produce about the same 
effect as if iodide of mercury were given internally. This is a 
good way to treat chronic cases where the stomach must be spared 
4IS much as possible, — N, T, Med. your,, Oct, 1882, 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Practical Medicine. — At the American Medical Associationr 
Dr. J. H. Holiister, of Illinois, Chairman of the section on Practi- 
cal Medicine, read his address. He declared that progress in med- 
icine depended on the exercise of pure reason, which can never 
defer to faith, and can expect no such aid from revelation as may 
cause it to walk with a wisdom not its own. It is so much the 
creature of mental and material forces which are interchangeable, 
interdependent and inseparable, that reason is compelled to thread 
her way with steps slow and uncertain, sometimes in truth, oft- 
times in error, ever painfully conscious of her weakness and of 
the mysteries which confront on every side. The absence of full 
positive knowledge has prevented the restraint of the fancies and 
credulities within its fold, and, as a consequence, speculations 
have been piled mountain high by one generation but to disap- 
pear in another like chaff before the driving wind; but tV»ere have^ 
been left after these thorough winnowings some golden truths, and 
the treasure-house is being slowly, but surely enriched by the gar- 
nerings of the ages. 

He complimented the profession on the growing number of" 
original workers, and on the consequent improved quality of the 
literature of the profession. He declared that, probably, no year 
in the history of medicine had witnessed as much original work 
as had the year just ended, or seen a better periodical literature: 

In referring to the labors of Koch, he maintained that, while the 
tubercle bacillus undoubtedly existed, the question whether it was 
an effect or a cause of tuberculosis still remained unsettled, and 
that it will continue to so remain until a means is discovered of 
destroying it without injury to the tissues. 

He called on the profession to take some action looking toward 
a restoration of the evils which attend the sale of proprietary med- 
icines, and suggested a somewhat doctrinaire method of ridding* 
the country of this curse. 

He touched pointedly on the evils of a combination of the 
teacher and examining power in our colleges, and suggested the - 
creation of a central bureau, to whom should be relegated the 
examining and licensing power. 

The address was, in the main, pithy and practical. 

Dr. J. K. Bartlett, of Wisconsin, Chairman of the Section on 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, not being in attendance, his > 
address was read for him by Dr. Senn, of Milwaukee. He criti- 
cized Emmett's operation as a routine procedure, stating that ex- 
perience has shown that undue importance has been attached to- 
the lesion which it is designed to overcome, and that it fails to 
uniformly work the relief contemplated. A more definite under- 
standing of the conditions requiring its performance is demanded. 

Of Battey's operation, he said that most of the indications whichv 
have been claimed to warrant it are now generally admitted*. 
There is still some diversity of opinion concerning its value iiu 
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epilepsy, hystero-epilepsy and mania, seemingly dependent on, or 
associated with ovarian troubles. 

He discussed the employment of electricity as a means of de- 
stroying the foetus in extra-uterine pregnancy, and illustrated its 
value by the report of several cases. 

In regard to transfusion in post-partum haemorrhage, he had 
concluded that, while it is theoretically valuable it is practically 
unsatisfactory. He related cases in which milk and saline solu- 
tions had been employed instead of blood, with benefit. 

On the whole, he believed that more harm than good was being 
done by tne use of the obstetric forceps. He referred, with keen 
sarcasm, to the ingenuity of man in devising mechanical contri- 
vances for the emptying of the human uterus, and would not be 
surprised at any time to hear of the introduction of a one-horse 
electro-motor power, so arranged as to do the pulling, and thus . 
save the obstetrician, as well as the mother, any exertion. 

He gave his own experience in the use of ergot in labor. He 
had employed it for many years where the second stage was re- 
tarded by insufficient contractions and where no pelvic obstacle 
existed, and he regards it as a valuable resource and devoid of 
danger in such cases. 

riis opinion of anaesthetics in labor may be inferred from the 
statement witn which he concluded his reference to the subject. 
If an anaesthetic ever produced post-partum hemorrhage, injury 
to the child, or other than beneficial results, experience tells us it 
must be due to . the impurity of the anaesthetic employed, or to 
want of that experience and discretion, which is necessary, not 
only here, but in the use of all therapeutic measures employed for 
the relief ot human sufTering. 

Dr. Bartlett concluded his eminently able paper with a plea for 
greater attention to constitutional treatment in pelvic disease thau 
is fashionable in these days of rampant specialism. "No one,'' he 
said, "who has not received thorough training in general medicine 
and has not tested, confirmed and enlarged his natural thought 
through many years of general practice, is fitted for a specialist. 
'When medical gynecology is thus studied and practiced, aided by 
larger general, local, therapeutic and hygienic rdsources, which 
such research in time will develop, tha clearer and surer will be 
the diagnosis which the future will bring, and the time will come 
when the present brilliant triumphs of the surgical gynecologist 
will grow pale before the achievements of his medical co-worker." 

Deaths During the Administration of Anaesthetics. — Mr. 
J. H. Lee Maclntire, Medical Superintendent of the Bristol Royal 
Infirmary, reports the following cases in the British Medical Jour- 
nal : 

A man, aged 54 years, was admitted to the Bristol Royal In- 
firmary December 30, 1881, suffering from a strangulated inguinal 
hernia of sixty-four hours standing. He had vomited almost in- 
cessantly from the first, and for the last twelve hours the vomited 
matter had been faecal. On admission, his tongue was moist, his 
pulse weak but regular, and his aspect somewhat pinched. Chlo* 
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roform was administered preparatory to an attempt at reduction by 
taxis, and everything went on well for the first minute and a half, 
a little over one drachm being inhaled, and this amount was divided 
into three parts. He then commenced to struggle a little, and his 
pulse was noticed to have improved, when he was seen to be about 
to vomit. The vomited matter measured almost a pint, and was 
stercoraceous and very fluid. Loud tracheal rales were now heard 
and the breathing for the first time became embarrassed. He was 
immediately turned over, when nearly two quarts of fluid were 
ejected. His pupils were now widely dilated. Artificial respira- 
tion, inversion, cold aflusion, and dragging forward of the tongue, 
were at once tried ; air entered the lungs freely, there were no 
tracheal rales, and the pupils became contracted. He now vom- 
ited again, or, rather, some more fluid poured out of his mouth. 
Attempts to resuscitate him were persisted in for over twenty 
minutes, but without avail. From the first arrest of pulse and res- 
piration, neither heart-beat nor voluntary attempt at respiration 
was noticed. The first vomit occupied about a minute. 

The post-mortem examination showed the heart healthy, aorta 
slightly atheromatous, kidneys granular, and a small quantity of 
food, which appeared to be partly digested milk, and which was 
about as large of a pea, was lodged just below the rima glottidis. 

A woman, aged 45 years, who had been in the ^'ard some days 
with an abdominal tumor, was, on April 19, 1S83. examined under 
the influence of an anaesthetic mixture consisting of one part of 
chloroform to three parts of ether. She was known to have 
chronic bronchitis, and was suspected of phthisis at the right apex. 
She had taken some beef-tea and egg a short time before exami- 
nation. She took the anaesthetic very well, becoming unconscious 
in three minutes, and remaining so tor ten, when her breathing 
was noticed to be growing shallow, but her pulse, color and pupils 
remained unaltered. She took three respirations, each more shal- 
low than its predecessor, and gave signs of being about to vomit. 
She was just about to be turned over on her left side, when her. 
breathing stopped, whilst her heart could still be seen acting. Her 
pulse then failed, her face became livid, and her pupils about two- 
thirds dilated. Inversion and artificial respiration were immedi- 
ately tried, and air entered the lungs freely, with a total absence of 
tracheal rales. The pupils were now noticed to be about three- 
fourths dilated, and some half-digested liquid food oozed out of 
hermputh. In case any might have entered the larynx, although 
there was no reason to suspect such an accident, tracheotomy was 
performed. Artificial respiration was kept up for half an hour, 
and inhalations of nitrite of amyl, injections of ether, cold afl'usion, 
and an enema of brandy were also unsuccessfully tried, the patient 
showing no sign of returning animation from the first, with the 
exception of closing her jaws firmly about five minutes after the 
commencement of artificial respiration. 

Post-mortem examination showed the heart- vessels and brain to 
l^e healthy, and there was no food in the air-passages. The ab- 
dominal tumor was due to tubercular peritonitis, and there was 
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general bronchitis, and some tubercle was found in the apex of 
the right lung. 

In both cases the anaesthetic was administered on a flannel mask 
which covered the nose and mouth. 

A third case was that of an elderly man in the Western Infirm- 
ary, Glasgow, and the anaesthetic used was chloroform. The pa- 
tient was to undergo the operation of excision of the tongue. The 
anaesthetic was given, as is usual in the Western Infirmary, by 
means of a towel, and it had not been very long administered be- 
fore it was noticed that respiration had ceased, that there was 
marked lividity of the face, and that the patient presented many 
•ot the features of a person in the tonic stage of an epileptiform 
convulsion. Every effort was made to re-establish breathing, but 
without success. 

A post-mortem examination revealed nothing to account for 
death, beyond the presence of well-marked symptoms of asphyxia. 
This is the third death that has occurred in the Western Infirm- 
ary during the administration of chloroform, and its occurrence 
just at the present time is a atriking comment on the chloroform 
agitation recently carried on at the Royal Infirmary; for in this 
case the anaesthetic was administered by the surgeon himself, with 
all the care that extensive knowledge and experience of the sub- 
ject could give. — Phila, Med, Times. 

Successful Laparotomy for Intestinal Obstruction — Lis- 
terism ivithout Spray. — A woman, 53 years of age, previously 
in good health, under the care of Mr. Alder Smith, was seized 
with acute pain just above the umbilicus, which was severe and 
paroxysmal, simulating biliary colic. The abdomen was normal, 
without tenderness or swelling. There was constipation, vomit- 
ing of bile-stained fluid, and evident obstruction of the intestine. 
Morphia was given in quantities sufficient to control the pain, and 
several doses of castor oil were administered, but were vomited in 
the course of an hour afterwards. A large enema of four pints of 
warm sweet oil, given through a stomach-tube, introdued into the 
colon, did not relieve the obstruction, although it brought away a 
few pieces of hard faecal material. No tumor could be detected 
through the abdominal wall. The abdomen became swollen by 
tympantic distention of the ileum, and the patient had the appear- 
ance of one suffering with strangulated hernia. The operation of 
laparotomy was decided upon after consultation, and the patient's 
consent obtained. She was at this time, on the fourth day after 
the first appearance of the symptoms, deeply under the influence 
of morphia, temperature 98.6°, pulse 90, belly typanitic. She had 
been vomiting very slightly, no nourishment having been given 
except a little beef-esence and ice-water. The apartment was kept 
at a temperature of 95®, and the air moistened with steam. All 
the instruments were thoroughly washed in carbolic lotion ( i -,40), 
and afterwards dried; the operator's hands and the patient's abdo- 
men were likewise washed and dried. The operation was done 
by Mr. Savory. No carbolic spray was used, and no carbolic lo- 
tion or other irritant was allowed to enter the peritoneal cavity. 
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The abdomen was opened by an incision extending from the um- 
bilicus to the pubes; the intestines were much distended with 
flatus. Tracing them downwards, a portion of the ileum was 
found tightly nipped by some band or constriction; below this the 
intestine was flaccid and empty. On pulling this portion of the 
'ntestine and breaking through a band, a loop of strangulated in- 
testine came out; this was intensely congested, of a deep claret 
color, and approaching a condition of gangrene As soon as the 
constricted portion was found to be pervious to flatus, no unneces- 
sary exploration was made as to the exact cause of the constric- 
tion, but the intestines were at once returned. A little blood- 
stained fluid was removed by new and clean sponges from the ab- 
domen, and the wound was closed by silkand silver sutures; there 
was very little bleeding, and no vessels had to be tied. The dress- 
ing consisted of lint soaked in carbolized oil (i in 40), long strips 
of plaster, and a broad flannel bandage. Morphia (gr. ^) was 
given as soon as the patient recovered from the chloroform. Ice 
water only was ordered, and five minims of the tincture of opium 
ever}' hour, the temperature of the room to be maintained at 95^. 
The dl-essing was re-applied on the third day, when the wound 
was found to have almost entirely healed by first intention, no pus, 
no peritonitis. The greatest care was observed with regard to 
diet; she had only a small amount ot essence of beef, besides the 
ice-water, for a week after the operation. On the eighth day she 
was permitted to take some bread and milk and custard-pudding. 
She made a prompt and perfect recovery. — British Med, Jour.y 
AfaySe. • 

Extraction of Deciduous Teeth. — The order of shedding 
and of eruption shows that the first to change places are the cen- 
tral incisors; secondly, the lateral incisors; thirdly, »&/ the canines, 
but frequently the second molar for the second bicuspid; fourthly, 
the remaining molar for the other bicuspid, and lastly the canines. 

In a normal condition the jaw bones continue their growth after 
the growth of process about the temporary teeth has ceased, and 
thus, as the period approaches for the eruption of the permanent 
teeth, we find spaces between the temporary ones, thus enlarging 
the alveolar arch for the accommodation of the larger members of 
the permanent group. 

The growth or enlargement of that part of the jaw upon.which 
the deciduous dental arch is situated seems to have ootained its 
complete development at the period of shedding, and the incisors 
and bicuspids will And room equal to their necessities. 

The premature extraction of any or all even of these eight 
named teeth will not interfere with the natural and expected en- 
largement of the jaw, but the premature extraction of the canine 
teeth will be likely to lead to most serious results. 

After the jaw bone has ceased its enlargement there seems an 
almost universal tendency for the bicuspids and molars to crowd 
to the anterior part of the mouth, and to fill any space in the alve- 
olar arch that may not already be occupied. This is not only true 
in the formative period, but is equally true in adult life, if the oc- 
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elusion of the opposing jaw does not conteract it. The con se- 
quence of this inevitable tendency is, that unless the temporary 
canines remain in their places until their permanent successors are 
ready to emerge, the bicuspids and whatever molars are behind 
them will crowd forward and occupy the space which belongs to 
the canines. 

We thus see that, whatever may be the inducement to remove 
any or all of the deciduous teeth prior to their period of shedding, 
the canines should be retained until there is ample evidence of the 
early emergence of their permanent successors, unless the health 
and comfort of the child would be sacrificed in so doing. But it 
would be far better to remove one or all of the deciduous teeth 
and take the risks of irregularity in the permanent ones, than to 
submit the child to constant suffering and consequent injury to its. 
health by their retention. 

In a case of retarded dentition the writer takes issue with the 
practitioner who removes the deciduous teeth when the usual pe- 
riod arrives for shedding, regardless of any evidence that the per- 
manent ones are ready to erupt. His reason is, that the retention 
of the temporary tooth retards the growth of the permanent one. 

In this issue is involved the function of absorbtion, and his prac- 
tice would indicate that the non -absorption of the temporary tooth 
was the primal cause of the retarded dentition, rather than that 
retarded dentition is the cause of the non-absorption. Cause and 
effect are, in his mind, evidently transposed. 

Such a practice will unquestionably lead, in many cases, to seri- 
ous results. 

It is not always certain, when there is no outward indication, 
that a tooth lies concealed. 

It is not a very uncommon thing to see some one tooth of the 
permanent set missing, and to learn that it never erupted. And 
again, a retarded dentition generally indicates teeth of better or- 
ganization and less liable to decay than those which have devel- 
oped at an earlier age. 

So long as deciduous teeth remain in the jaw in a firm and un- 
decayed condition, with no evidence of a misdirection of their 
permanent successors, it is not advisable to remove them. — Inde- 
pendent Practitioner, 

Calomel in Croup— Colchicum in Gout. — Dr. Jno. H. 
Trent, of Brooklyn, N. Y., favors us with the following brief ex- 
tracts from the li!e of the famous Sidney Smith: 

"A few months after the birth of his daughter, he went to the 
gea-side for his health, where, but for his courage and firmness, he 
would have lost her in a way he had not anticipated. When only 
six months old, she fell ill of the croup, with such volume that it 
defied all the remedies employed by the best medical men there. 
The danger increased with every hour. Dr. Hamilton, one of the 
most eminent medical men in Edinburgh, was sent for. He could 
not come, but said: 'Persevere in giving two grains of calomel 
every hour; I never knew it to fail.' It was given for eleven 
hours. The child grew worse and worse, The medical man in 
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attendance then said, *I dare give no more; the child must die. I 
can do no more, but at this age I would not venture to give more 
calomel to my own child.' 'You said you can do no more. Ham- 
ilton says, 'Persevere.' I will take the responsibility. I will give 
it to her myself.' He gave it, and the child was saved. 

" *I am suffering from my old complaint, the 'hay-fever,' as it is 
called. My fear is perishing by deliquescence. I melt away in 
nasal and lachrymal profluvia. My remedies are warm pedilu- 
via, cathartics, topical application of a watery solution of opium 
to eyes, ears and the interior of the nostrils. The membrane is so 
irritated that light, dust, contradiction, an absurd remark, the sight 
of a dissenter — ^anything, sets me sneezing; and if I begin sneez- 
ing at 12, 1 don't leave off till 2 o'clock, and I am heard distinctly 
in Taunton, when the wind sets that way, a distance of six miles. 
Turn your mind to this little curse. If consumption is too pow- 
erful for physicians, at least they should not suner themselves to 
be outwitted by such little upstart disorders as the hay fever.' 

"On observing some autumn crocus in flower, he stopped. 
'There,' he said, 'who would ^uess the virtue of that little plant? 
But I find the power of colchicum so great that if I feel a little 
gout coming on, I go into the garden and hold out my toe to that 
plant, and it gets well directly. I never do more without orders 
from headquarters." 

Don't. — Don't go to bed with cold feet. Don't sleep in the 
same undergarments that are worn during the day. Don't sleep 
in a room that is not well ventilated. Don't sit or sleep in a 
draught. Don't lie on the left side too much. Don't lie on the 
back, to keep from snoring. Don't try to get along with less than 
seven or eight hours' sleep out of tweniy-four. Don't ji'mp out 
of bed immediately on awaking in the morning. Don't forget to 
rub yourself well all over with crash tow el or hands before dres- 
sing. Don't forget to take a good drink of pure water before 
breakfast. Don't take long walks when the stomach is entirely 
empty. Don't start to do a day's work without eating a good 
breakfast Don't eat anything but well-cooked and nutritious 
foods. Don't eat what you don't want just to save it. Don't eat 
between meals, nor enough to cause uneasiness at meal time. 
Don't eat the smallest morsel unless hungry, if well. Don't try to 
keep up on coffee or alcoholic stimulants, when nature is calling 
you to sleep. Don't stand over hot-air registers. Don't inhale 
hot air or fumes of any acids. Don't lill the gash with soot, sugar, 
or anything else to arrebt the hemorrhage when you cut yourself, 
but bring the parts together with strips of adhesive plaster. Don't 
wear thin hose or light-soled shoes in cold or wet weather. Don't 
strain your eyes by reading on an empty stomach or when ill. 
Don't ruin your eyes by reading or sewing at dusk, by a dim light 
or flickering candle, or when very tired. Don't sing or hollow 
when your throat is sore or you are hoarse. Don't drink ice water 
when you are very warm, and never a glassful at a time, but sim- 
ply sip it slowly. Don't take some other person's medicine be- 
cause you are similarly afflicted. Don't bathe in less than two 
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hours after eating. Don't eat in less than two hours after bathing. 
Don't call so frequently on your sick friend as to make your com* 
pany and conversation a bore. Don't make a practice of relating 
scandal, or stones calculated to depress the spirits of the sick. 
Don't forget to cheer and gently amuse invalids when visiting 
them. Don't call on your sick friend and advise him to take some 
other medicine, get another doctor, eat more, eat less, sit up long- 
er, go out more frequently, stay a week, or talk him to death, be- 
fore you think of leaving. — Scientific Lalifornian, 

Treatment of Nasal Catarrh. — ^To this we might add chronic 
pharyngitis, which, possibly, may extend into the larynx and tra- 
chia. As Buffalo is the huh around which all catarrhs move, and 
as cases without number are calling every week seeking relief 
from this unpleasant and frequently destroying disease, all the re- 
sources of the physician is brought into action to cope with it. 
The writer has used everything that he has ever read or heard of 
in the shape of medication, douches, inhalations, etc., but has 
never met with sufficient success to be enabled to guarantee a cure. 
Indeed the results were so unsatisfactory that the hope of success 
in curing catarrh had almost disappeared, when the thought pre- 
sented itseU that, possibly, some more active medicines might be 
applied locally, which would heal the ulcerated surfaces. A 
curved sponge holder was brought into play with a little absorb* 
ent cotton, and a preparation ot carbolic aqid, 3 ss; sulphate hy- 
(}rastia, gr. xv; glycerine, 3 ss; aqua, ^ iss; mix; was applied be- 
hind the velum as far as the holder could reach, and thoroughly 
on all sides and everywhere where there was inflammation or ul- 
ceration. The tronsformation was wonderful, and cases seemed 
to recover after six or eight treatments which, before, seemed al- 
most hopeless. The writer has treated about seventy cases in this 
manner already, and all have either recovered or are on the road 
to recovery. This may not be original, but it seems far better 
than long medications. The treatment is very disagreeable, and 
in some cases quite painful, but if the application is made with the 
expiration of the breath there is but little danger of strangling, 
and the smarting may be only momentary or possibly last for four 
or five hours. It will be noticed, however, that each succeeding 
treatment will be attended with less pain and discomfort. — Inves- 
tigator, 

Case of Stramonium Poisoning. — Dr. C. F. Bevan reports 
the following case in the Medical Chronicle: A boy, aet. 12, ate 
three- fourths of a one-ounce package of the dried leaves, after 
which he appeared dull and fell asleep. An hour later he was 
extremely drowsy, pulse 125, temperature loi** F. in axilla, and 
surface of a uniform bright red from head to foot. Lips, tongue 
and fauces very dry and swallowing very difficult, the constriction 
and spasm of the muscles of deglutition suggestive of hydropho- 
bia. Pupils widely dilated and insensible to light; vision defec- 
tive and inaccurate, everything appearing green. There were de- 
lusions of hearing and other cerebral disturbances, accompanied 
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by boisterous laughter. Speech incoherent, intellect impaired, 
general sensibility greatly blunted. When recumbent the arms 
were thrown around wildly; when he attempted to walk his move- 
ments were like those of a pei'son under the influence of alcohol. 
When he remained quiet there was subsultus tendinum. Urine 
high colored and frequently voided. An emetic brought up a 
large I quantity of the weed; the stomach was then thoroughly 
washed out by means of a stomach pump. Bicarbonate of sodium 
was given freely, and in two hours three-and-a-fourth grains of 
sulphate of morphia were administered hypodermically, only 
slightly diminishing the dilated pupils. He was not allowed to 
rest until consciousness returned and the redness disappeared. 
The next day he had no recollection of what had occurred. It 
was a week before the pupils became normal. — Maryland Medi- 
cal youmaL 

Kairine« a Substitute for Quinine. — ^I'he Medical Press and 
Circular, June 6th, describes a new drug in trod need to notice in 
Vienna. It is prepared from chinoline, which is itself obtained 
synthetically from aniline, nitro benzol, glycerin and sulphuric 
acid. The new agent produced from chinoline has been named 
Kairine, and is technically described as methoxychinolintetrahy- 
dride. It is an oil and unites with hydrochloric acid. It has a sin- 
gular effect on the urine, changing its color to brown or olive 
^reen, and sometimes grass green, and also causing the develop- 
ment of bacteria in the urine. It is very active in its effects on the 
human system. Three grains in twenty-four hours is accounted a 
large quantity, having produced in one instance a fall of tempera- 
ture, with shivering and indications of collapse. Prof. Drasche, 
of Vienna, considers it superior to all other drugs as a prompt 
anti-pyretic, and believes that it has a great future before it. — Pa- 
cific Med. Jour. 

A Dentist's Fee. — A man with too much -'sand" in him for 
professional profit, seated himself in a dentist's chair to try the 
steel method of curing toothache. He asked the dentist playfully: 
"I suppose you won't hurt me any?" and the dentist playfully re- 
plied: "If I don't hurt you, I won't charge you anything." The 
countenance of the man of sand immediately assumed an expres- 
sion resembling a cross between a Quaker and a Stoic; the den- 
tist dexterously applied a forceps having something the appear- 
ance of a gridiron struck by lightning, and the decayed basis of 
that "hell o' oil diseases" was, in an instant, swung aloft. The pa- 
tient's placid expression never changed; he got down from the 
chair and remarked on the heavenly beauty of the day: 

'• — And wondered whether 
The cloud in the West would bring wet weather," 

adjusted his "tie" and "plug," said adieu, and started away. As 
he stood in the door, the dentist inquired: "Did I hurt you any?" 
The reply was, "Not in the least, my dear doctor. I bid you good 
day." The dentist said, "H'm!" 
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SOIENTIFIO ITEMS. 



The Gradual Cooling of the Earth.— In a ''Treatise on 
Natural Philosophy," by Professors Sir W. Thompson and P. G. 
Tait, Sir W. Thompson, speaking of an opinion advanced by Sir 
Charles Lyell, respecting the possible maintenance of the earth's 
heat without change throughout countless ages, used words which, 
says Knowledge, may be applied without change of a word to the 
stupendous theory advanced by Sir C. Siemens not so very long 
since — such an idea of a practically endless cycle "violates the 
principles of natural philosophy in exactly the same manner, and 
to the same degree, as to believe that a clock constructed with a 
self-winding movement may fulfill the expectations of its ingeni- 
ous inventor by going forever." The earth is necessarily cooling 
from century to century; her volcanic energies are certainly di- 
minishing — as certainly, to use an illustration of Sir W. Thom- 
son's, as the quantity of gunpowder in a "monitor*' is diminishing 
when, hour after hour, she is seen to discharge shot and shell, 
whether at a nearly equable rate or not. without receiving fresh 
supplier? of ammunition. — Independent Practitioner, 

Effect of the Castor Oil Plant on Flies.-— The British 
Medical Journal says that a castor-oil plant wag placed acciden- 
tally in a room swarming with flies, but almost immediately the 
flies disappeared, and flies were found under the plant, or cling- 
ing to its leaves, dead. The leaves are said to gpve out a property 
deadly to insects. Who knows but the mosquito, too, may suc- 
cumb to castor-oil, and that New Jersey and Staten Island may yet 
enjoy life, even in the dog-days? — Microcosm, 



Octagonal Religious Services in the Eastern Peniten- 
tiary, Philadelphia. — Eigh tclergymen preached simultaneously 
in the Eastern Peniter4tiary, Philadelphia, last Sunday, to invisible 
audiences. This prison i<% conducted on the principle of solitary 
confinement. Each prisoner has his own lonely cell. These cells 
open on eight corridors, radiating from an octaeonal centre. The 
preachers stood at the outer ends of the corridors, and could be 
heard by the occupants of the cells in their several sections. A 
group of officials and reporters in the middle of the prison experi- 
enced the sensation of listening to eight sermons at once. — micro- 
cosm. 

The Coldest Town in the World.— The coldest inhabited 
town in the world is, according to L'Union Medicale, not Ir- 
koutsk, as has been formerly believed, but Verchojansk, in Sibe- 
ria. In this place the mean temperature during the month of Jan- 
uary was — ^43® F., in February, — 56** F., in March. — 37**. Once 
the thermometer recorded — 814® F, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



312 Southern Mbdical Record. 

Tremors of the Earth. — ^The London Times publishes a 
synopsis of some papers on the "Tremors of the Earth," by the 
committee appointed to measure the lunar disturbance of gravity 
and by Mr. G. Darwin, which contains some . statements new to- 
the public. It is considered proved by the men of science en- 
gaged that the crust of the earth bends under the weights im-^ 
posed on it, till, "when the barometer rises an inch over a land- 
area like that of Australia, the increased load of air sinks the en- 
tire continent two or three inches below the normal level." The- 
land actually sinks and rises under the pressure of the mass of 
water thrown upon it by the tides. The maximum of rise and 
fall on the Atlantic seaboard reaches five inches. The effect is 
felt at the bottom of the deepest mine, and may reach for an un- 
known distance. It follows that the crust of the earth must be or 
exceeding tenacity, uxceeding as a minimum that of granite, and 
its swaying may be the cause of phenomena hitherto quite unex- 
plained, as, for example, the relation between storm and earth- 
quake. So universal, frequent and unavoidable are these disturb- 
ances that the inquiry into the lunar disturbance of gravity has- 
been given up. No depth can be found at which a recording in- 
strument can be placed so as to escape their effect. The round 
earth pants, in fact, like a breathing being, under changes always 
going on above her,— Journal of Chemistry. 

Vaccinnating Live Stock. — M. Pasteur tells the Academy or 
Sciences of Paris that wonderful results are being obtained in the 
work of vaccinnating live stock as a preventative of disease. 
During the last year 80,000 sheep, 4,000 head of cattle and 500 
horses have been vaccinated. Before this system was introduced 
the annual loss from liver-rot in one department was nine per 
cent, while the loss since then has been reduced over one-half. 
Among flocks partially vaccinated even the loss is one to ten be- 
tween the vaccinated and unvaccinated. The experiment was. 
fairly tried, the cattle receiving in care and food the some treat- 
ment. Among the 4,562 head of cattle vaccinated during the 
year there were but eleven deaths, the rate of mortality being re- 
duced from 7.03 per cent, to .24 per cent. — your. Hoalth, 

An Expert Machinist. — Charles Sommerville, a machinist 
employed in the lock works at Stamford, is so expert tn his busi- 
ness that he can cut an ordinary sewing machine needle in two- 
lengthwise, drill a hole through each half, and then fasten them; 
together so accurately that the place where it was separated can- 
not be seen. — Hartford Couraut, 

Large Telephone. — Among the special features of the Mu- 
nich electrical exhibition is a giant telephone which transmits mu- 
sic so as to be audible to the entire audience in a large hall. 

Gradual Disappearance of the Spot on the Planet Ju- 
piter. — ^The great red spot which has been visible on the surface- 
of the planet Jupiter for several years is reported to be growing 
fainter, and the early disappearance of this remarkable object 
seems imminent. 
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PRAOTIOAL. NOTES AND FORMULJE. 



Compound Syrup of Wild Cherry. — F. H. Hazelton (Bridge- 
ton, Maine), in answer to an inquirer, suggests that the prepara- 
tion may be the following : , ^ 

Fluid extract of wild cherry 2^ fl. ounces, 

" " " ipecac }i 

" " "blood-root ^ " 

Sulphate of morphine 8 grains, 

Tartar emetic 2 " . 

Simp, syrup, sufficient to make i pint. 

The same correspondent says that a syrup claimed to be made 
according to the foregoing formula is extensively sold and pre- 
scribed in the State of Maine. — Ex, 

Blackberry Cordial. — 

Dried blackberries 16 ounces troy, 

Or fresh blackberries, 4 pints, 

Powdered blackberry root 12 ounces. 

Powdered mace • i^ " 

Powdered cassia .., 9 drachms. 

Powdered allspice and cloves, of each 5 ** 

Sugar 60 ounces troy. 

Brandy 2 pints, 

Port wine i^ ♦* 

Alcohol I " 

Water q, s. 

Soak the berries, if dry, in q. s. of water, and express, and re- 
peat until 6^ pints of juice are obtained. If the berried' lire fresh, 
express the juice, and mix water with residue, U> wash oat all the 
juice; then add water to make it measure 6}i pints. Mix the spirit 
with the 6^ pints of juice ; moisten the powders with this mix- 
ture, and pack in a percolator. Allow it to draini wd pour on 
water until percolate measures 10 pints ; then add the sugar, dis* 
solve, and, if necessary, filter.— 7>fo PharmadsL , 

New Use of Chloral. — B. Bonatti recomtaends the following 
mixture as an easily administered, prompk and certain drastic pur- 
gative : 

B Infusi sennas 300.0 gms. -« 10 fl. oz. 

Chloral 1.5 to 3.0 gms. 24 to 4c grs. 

Syrupi 30.0 gms. i fl. oz, 

. The infusion of senna is to be prepared from 90 grs. (increasing, 
if necessary, to 180 grs.) of senna leaves* The author states that 
he obtainea results with this mixture, after jalap and croton oil had 
failed to act— Z?. Med. ZetL 
3 
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Hop Cordial. — ^The following is recommended as a palatable 
preparation, not inferior to many of the so-called **Hop Bitters" : 

Hops 2 ounces, 

Dandelion 2 " 

Gentian 2 " 

Chamomile 2 " 

Stillingia 2 " 

Orange peel 2 " 

Alcohol, water, of each 77 fl. oz., 

Syrup, simple 12 fl. oz. 

Exhaust the solids with the alcohol and water, and add the 
syrup. — Pop. Science Monthly, 

Brown's Troches.— 

Extract of licorice, powdered 2 drachms, 

Suear, powdered 3 ounces, 

Cubebs, powdered, acacia, powdered, each . . . . ^ '^ 
Fluid extract of conium - • }^ " 

Beat into a thick paste, and cut into lozenges. 

(This is said to be the formula, according to The Pharmacist) 

Laxative in Childbed. — Our women have grown rebellious to 
the old-fashioned laxative, castor oil, as a purgative for lying in 
women. It is not now considered necessary or advisable to pre- 
scribe a purgative the day following the birth of the child, as was 
formerly the custom. It were better to wait until the third or 
fourth day, and then open the bowels with an enema, or give a 
pill of the following combination which will be found mild and 
efficient as a laxative, and one which does not aflect the milk to 
the injury of the babe — 

K Soc. aloes : ^ grs. xv, 

Ext. nux vomica grs. v, 

Pulv. ipecac grs. iij, 

Ext. hyosciami grs. v. 

Make pills No. x. 
M. Dose, one pill. If taken at bed-time will act pleasantly next 
day. 

We have used with good effect Warner & Co's Aloin Parvules 
in such cases. Usually about 4 or 5 of these parvules will be found 
sufficient to open the bowels in a mild yet efficient manner. The 
neatness, the small size and the beauty of these little pills make 
them attractive and acceptable to the most delicate stomach, and 
the same may be said of the entire list and variety of those beau- 
tiful parvules, as prepared by Wm. R. Warner & Co. 

Flatulent Dyspepsia. — ^The sulpho-carbolate of sodium in 
doses of 30 grains, after meals, is recommended as a superior 
remedy in flatulent dyspepsia. It is also useful in 10 gr. doses for 
nausea and vomiting, particularly in the vomiting of pregnancy. 
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For Pain Preceding the Menstrual Plow.— For the relief 
of acute pain in the pelvic region, which not infrequently occurs 
in women for a day or two antecedent to the occurrence of the 
menstrual flow, which is, no doubt, due to hyperemia and hyper- 
ssf hesia of the reproductive organs, the Virginia Medical Monthly 
recommends the following: 

B Codeiae sulph gr. j, 

Chloral hydrate, ) ^^ 

Ammonia bromidi, ) ^ * ' 

Aquse camphorae 3 j* 

M. Sig. For one dose, take at bedtime. A repetition of the 
dose after that time is rarely necessary. In some cases, a warm sitz- 
bath, for fifteen minutes before retiring, may be taken with ad- 
vantage. — Pittsburg Medical Journal, 

Oxide of Zinc in Chronic Diarrhoea. — M. Gubler has 
found it most useful in the diarrhoea of phthisis, and whenever 
ulceration of the uterus is suspected. He gives it in- powders in 
the form: 

B Oxide of zinc : xxx grs. 

Bi-carbonate of soda x grs. 

In four powders, two or three daily. — Summary, 

Liniments in Muscular Rheumatism.— The following pre- 
parations are recommended in a recent issue of the Gazette Medi* 
cale de Paris: 

B Saponis Z i^s. 

-Athens acetic 3 j. 

Camphorae g j. 

M. 

Or, 

B Tr. aconit. rad m. I. 

Ung. simplicis 3 j* 

Misce bene et adde. 

B Chloroform 3 iss. 

Morphise hydrochlorate gr. x-5 

M. — Med. and Surg, Rep, 

Dysmenorrhoea Mixture.— 

Iodide of potassium 2 drachms. 

Suli)hate of iron \\ " 

Distilled water a ounces. 

Tr. of cardamom 4 drachms. 

Syrup of ginger 12 " 

Mix; dose, a teaspoonful three times a day, in a little water. 
Use two weeks before the period, for two periods. — Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

EDITOEIAL NOTICES. 

OoLX^EGS ADvXBnsaxKiTB.— Bead the College adverUsemonto. 

T0KOA14KIC— See the advertisement of thii article in thiB namber of oar Journal; 
eepeeially adapted to nearalgia and rheumatiun. 

Fbxd Stbibmb a Co.— See the advertisement of this great drug estahlishment of 
Detroit, Michigan. The house is old and well established, and their preparations 
neat, varied, beautilUl and reliabLb. 

School fob PRAcnnoiaaui.'-'W'e invite special attention to the advertisement of 
the above school, located in St. Ixmls. It claims to be the first college where no dl* 
ploma is given to beginners, there being no degrees conferred except upon graduates 
in medicine. 

A Pbbmiitx worth having is that which is given to every subscriber to that pop- 
ular monthly magazine, Home, Sweet Home, published by Messrs. Ludden A Bates, 
Savannah, Ga. It is the Premium Album No. I, and contains some of the best songs 
and instrumental pieces ever published; which would cost over $i if purchased each 
piece singly. For 60 cents you can get the magazine for a year, and a copy of this 
Album. It you want interesUng home news, subseribe for Home, Sweet Home. 
Send yout name for a free specimen copy te Ludden A Bates' Southern Music House, 
Savannah, Qa. 

Will send the above magazine and the S juthkbh Mbdical Rboobd one year 
for«.25. 

Syb, Htfophos Com. C. P.— Be sure and examine the advertisement of the Above 
article, as prepared by J. A. McArthur, M.D., and which may be found in the pres- 
ent issue of our Journal. 

JOTTBHAL OF TBB Amebicab Mbdioal ASSOCIATION.— The Ajxierican Medical 
Associatien, at its last meeting at Cleveland, Ohio, decided to establish a weekly 
medical jourpal, in which to publish the minutes and the papers of that body, in- 
stead of in a book of transactions, which was heretofore done. 

This Journal has, accordingly, been inaugurated under the editorial management 
of Dr. N. S. Davis, L.L.D., of Chicago. We have received the two numbers first is- 
sued, and are pleased to enter this Journal on our exchange list It is a thirty-two 
page double-column Journal, and is creditable in appearance and edited with ability. 
As a representative Journal of the American Medical Profession it will doubtless be 
warmly received, especially by the more learned and advanced minds in the profes- 
sion both at home and abroad; and when its able editor shall have time to mature 
his plans and get fully under headway, we doubt not that we shall have a Journal of 
great and InareasiBg interest And as the organ through which, fh>m year to year, 
the great minds of the profession will find expression, it must prove a true and 
fthlthftil exponent of our medical progress, and of the medical literature of our 
country. 



PRACTICAL ANATOMY. 
The b|ll before the Borgia Legislature to fseilltate the study of Praottoal Anato- 
my has again fldled. That a great Stste should demand of the Buifseon a knowledge 
of Anatomy, prosecuting him formal-practice if he DeOls to understand tt, anc^yet 
make penal all elTorts to obtain the required knowledge, is an Inconsistency un- 
worthy of our boasted civilization. 
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MEDICAL MINI&IBY. 

Perhaps there te BO word of more ligiiifloaiioe, and more saggestlye of responsi^ 
blllUei andimperatlYe ciaties, than the word minlstty. To Minister is to attend, to 
serve, to supply things needftd, to siye velle£ What an important woric is here 
suggested to the mind, Ihll of noble, flidthftil, and self-saerifleial perl ormanee of tlie 
highest ohUgattont lestlng npon the ministering aotor in the work. 

To minieter, la its truest snd best signilleanoe, U emphattoally a labor of lonre. 
It most be an nnseUdi work— a work of time^ of seal and devotion ; sn IntBlU^eiKt 
work, eomprehendlng with eieamess and pieelsion itsdntles and aotlon, and fInaUy, 
it should be a work in which the whole heart, mind and eneiglei are engaged so 
that saeeessftU resatts may fbUow its performanoe. The lawyer minister* to )4s 
ellents; the poUtioiaa to his constituents; the merchant to his patrons, and the In- 
strootor to Ub pupils; but, with the ozeeption of the embassadors of the Qospel and 
the mother whose ministmtloBs of love aie ceaseless in her unwearied devotion to 
her obild, on no olass of perwins do theie obligations rest as fhliy and imperatively 
as upon the minister of medldne. 

Bat though the duties and labors are so great in this work, it has Its oompensa- 
tions nobler and better than those of any other profession of an earthly character* 
It has been said of the philanthropist that, 

•*Tbe drying up of a single tear has more 
Of honest fttme than shedding seas of gore." 

But who can estimate the worth of the true physician in his ministry of love and 
humanity to these frail bodies, the harmonious action of whicli is so easily disturbed 
by disease, and which are targets at all times for the shafts of man's last dread ene- 
my T liBt every physical pain he has mitigated, every rose of health he planted 
npon the pallid cheek, and every fellow-creature he has restored from an untimely 
grave, answer the qnestion.. 

When a physician hears a patient ask, ''Doctor, cannot you do something for 
me f or asufRuing woman cry out in her agony and fear, ''Doctor, do help me I" a 
pore and great Joy thrills his heart when he feels that he can relieve the pain of that 
helpless woman, and turn her appealing cries of distress into smiles of Joy and glad 
words of gratefhl thanks to her preserver. Yes, these freqjaent oases are fall of 
strength and refreshment to the ministering physldan In his weary and often 
thankless labor ; they are sweet compensations for his toil and devotion, and pure 
Incentives to a still higher and ftOler performance of duty. 

The true ministry of medldne Is Ghilst-like in its lift and character. X say this 
with all reverence, and it is the highest compliment X oan pay the prolisssioo, 
whether regarded in a social, intellectoal, or professional light. Like the great heal- 
ing Exemplar, the true physician goes about doing good. Curing disease, not in- 
deed by miracles, but by a thorough and intelligent knowledge of his work, and a 
consdonsnesi of his power, and also, by his moral example before these with whom 
he comes in contact, socially or professionally. 

The minister of medicine must also go whenever and wherever he is called upon 
to give relief to a suPbrer. 

There is no record where the Savior of mankind ever refrtsed to attend a call upon 
His merey, or a claim upon Mis power ; and the physician whOilsils to answer aery 
for help from his fellow-man where it is possible for him to respond and give reUefv 
Is iSEklse to one of the highest obligations of his ministerial work. For here, Christ- 
like also, he never weuies in well-doing. liove for the brotherhood of man in its 
periods of pain and distress, and a profound sense of the greatness of his vocation , 
are continual incentives to action, and give him an energy that never flags, while 
he foels a Just pride and pure pleasure in the daily and constant exercise of his skill 
and capacity as a minister tasuflarlng homanity. 

Bveii foar of the dire pestilence does not deter him from the disoliarge of his con- . 
sdentlous duties, but putting aside aU selflsh and personal considerations^ he (»(fon 
himself, if need be, a holoeanst uptm. the altar of man's love to his fellow-^man, and 
adds another name to the long list of earth's dead and uncrowned heroes. 

T. 8. ?. 

Blue Ridge Springs, Va., Aug. 16, 1888. 

[Oondnded next month.] 
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Hall of the St. Louis Medical Society, ) 

POLYTECHNIC BUILDINO, Cobuks Ttb AHB O Hmnu T Btsbrb. ) 

June 2$, 188S. 

On Jane 28d, 1888, Dr. Atwood istroduced the following which wai adopted hj 
the B(. Lonlfl Medical Society, after some considerable diecoKion : 

WHXBXA8, At the recent lenlon of the American Madloal AMoelalkMit a praam* 
ble and reiolatlon were oflered for theoonslderaUon of said Anodation, poiporllng 
to rf preaent the «enae of the St. Lools Medical Society npon the pioprlaly of prepar- 
ing a New Code of Ethles, or altering and changing the exlatlng Oode in aoooidance 
with the preaent lelationa of the profcmion, and 

WhxbsAS, In Bald preamble the aMiertion Is made that, *<the Code has aooom- 
pUshed all it was designed it shoold, but at present many of its featnres are obsolete 
and not adapted to onr wants. The necessity of an early reyision is very apparent, 
is londly called for in all parts of onr land, and cannot be rep rosw d mneb longer. 
# « « « « The time has come when the lond and very soon nnlYsnal call 
will have to be heeded :" and, 

Whxbsab, The St Lonis Medical Society did not instruct, **Th9i the Committee 
be anihorised to prepare a Code of Sthlcs whlcn in their view will meet the wishes 
of the profbssion, and submit the same to the meeting of 1884 ;** therelbre, 

JtewlMd, That the St. Louis Medieal Society distinctly repudiates the statements 
eontained in said preamble and again expresses its fealty to tha existing Code of 
Ethlos as a time-honored and most suitable ftmdamental law of the proftasion, and 
speeially deprecates any action calculated to reflect upon its loyalty to those piinci- 
ples which have heretofore secured immunity fk-om the machinations of schismatics 
within or enemies without. 

A. H. OHMANN-DUMESNIL, M.D.t Rec SecY- 

TBAN&ACTJONS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
TENNESSEE. 

ASSEMBUED AT NASHVXLliE, APRII*, 1884. 

It contains 104 pages, neatly printed. 

The address of welcome was made by Deering J. Roberts, M.D. Also, an address 
of wdoome by Gov. Bates. 

Annual Address by W. F. Glenn, M.D., the President-subject, **Is Man Immor- 
tal?"— followed by the following interesting papers: 

Historical reminiscences, by Thos. Lipscomb, M J). 

Perils of Femoral Hernia. Case reported— Eateroraphy, by A. B. Tadlook, M J>. 

PlasUc Suivery, by J G 8inelair,M D. 

Orarian Tumor of Twenty-two Years Duration, by W D Haygood, M D. 

Vaccination and Smallpox, by J B Nowlen M D. 

Case of Induced Deliveiy, by J W Davis, M D. 

Obltttaiy of Dr. Chaa K Winston, by W P Jones, M D. 

Obituary of Walter H. Sims, M D, by Thos Lipscomb, M D. 

Also, Obitoaiy notice of Rudolph Knaffle, M D. 

We have not spaee now to notice the papers above-mentioned, some of which 
contain interesting matter for fhtnre reference. 



TBANSACTION8 OF THE MISSISSIPPI STATE MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

Held at Meridian, April, 1883. 

The work is neatly gotten out and contains 180 octavo pages. The membcnhlp 
of the Association is large,!numbering 800 members. After the printed roll appears 
a number of able and interesting papers, as fbllows : 

Annual Address by the retlreing President, Dr. Wirt J<rtinson. 

Annnal Oration by J. W. Trimble, M. D. Sul^ect: Intemperance as a Disease. 

Recent Advances in Surgery, by Dr. S, D. V. HllL 

Malarial Hematuria, by Dr. J. E. Halbert. 
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Hypodermto Um of the Bolpbate of (Quinine, by N. L. Gaioei M. D. 

VMQliimtlon, by B. A. Vaughn, M. D. 

BpUnt lor Butoa'i naetnre of the Radius, by John Bniwntaiirf ^» B> Fractore 
of the Femnr, by the same author. External Urethrotomy, by the same anthor. 

Rnptore of the Uterus, by W. K Todd, M. D. Typhoid Pneomonia, by the 
same author. 

Whooping Ooai^, by B. L. MoQehee, M. D. 

Trismai Nasoentlam, by J. T. Hancock, M. D, Abortive Treatment of pnen- 
monla, by the same author. 

Paerperal OonynlMons, by L. W. Mabry, M. D. 

<ammlo Hydioeephalus, by F. KlttreU, M. D. Mumps, by D. L. Pharas, M.D. 
Snigloal Gase» by B. S. Toombs, M. D. 

The next meeting of the Association will be at West Point, on the first Wednes* 
daylaApni, 1884. 

We regret that our space will not permit comment upon the above papers, some 
of which, however, we may glean ftom hereafter. 



TEANSACTIONS OF THE MEDIO AL SOCIETY OF 2 BE 
STATE OF WEST VIBGiyiA. 

Held dx Gbafton, Mat 1888. 

A book of 79 oc. pageB» containing Constitution and By-Laws, with Minutes of 
the Bizteentb Annual Session, with the following interesting papers : 

Annual Address, by President B. W. AUen, M. D. 

Report of Oommlttee on Epidemic Diseases, by R. W. Hall, M.D. 

Report of Committee on New Remedies, by J. M. Laziell, M.D. 

The Qerm Theory of Disease, by E. C. Myers, M.D. 

Abuse of Ergot In OlMtetric Practice, by D. Porter, M.D. ^ , 

Insanity as a Disease, and the Duty of the Medical Profession of the Btate Con* 
oeming Its Management, by George H. Carpenter, M.D. 

Puerperal Fever, with Bpedal Reference to Treatment, by S. L. JeflS»rson, M.D* 

Report of a Case of Intra-Perltoneal Hnmatocele, by R. W. Hall, M. D. 

Reeovd of some Anomalous Obstetrical Oases, by 0. F. Ulrich, M.D. 

A list of members, numbering 184, doses the volume. Some of the papers con* 
tain valuable suggestions, which we hope to notioe, as time and opportunity pre* 
sent. 

OFFICEBS XLXCTi 

pBBdnmiT— A. Qerstell. 

ViOB PBasxDxzm-O. T. Richardson, M.D.; A. F. Stifell, M.D.; D. Porter, M.D. 

T3BXASUitSB-J. A. Oampbell, M J>. 

BmcaMtAKtS, D. Jepson, M J). 

Next place of meeting, Clarksburg, 8d Wednesday in May, 1881. 



PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

Report of the Proceedings of the Illinois State Board of Health Quarterly Meet* 
ing, June 20tn, 1883. 

State Control of Railroad Rates, Transportation Problems, etc,0Mllbmla, 

Report on Diseases of Women, from the First Congressional District, by 
R J Nunn, M D, Savannah, Ga. [Repent from the Transactions of the Medical As- 
soelatlon of Geoigla.] 

Fifth Annhal Announcement of The Southern Medical College, Atlanta, Ga« 
W P Klcolson, Dean. 

one Hundred and Eighteenth Annual Announcement of the University of 
Pennsylvania Medical Department. James Tyson, M D, Secretary. 

A Contribution to the Study of Neglected Lacerations or the Cervix Uteri and 
Perineum, by Thomas A Ashby, M D. Rofessor of Obstetrics, Woman's Medical Col- 
lege of Baltimore, etc, etc [Read before the Clinical Sottety of Maryland, May 4th, 



Credit: Its Meaning and Moment. By Clark W. Braran. editor and proprietor of 
The Paper World, and ManuActurer and Industrial Qaaette. 

Antisepsis in Ovariotomy and Battey's Operation : Eighteen COnsecntlve Osses, 
All Suoceetfhl. Battey. 
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RECEIPTED. 

ll»8.-I>n. W 8 Morgan, C J KMhols, J«i Bparks, B8 Shropahive. L E Meiopi, T 
R Blmontoa. 

ISBSd— Dn. J R Qreen, B A Spear. P Taylor, Silaa Johiiao», Jas B Bmytbe, Robt 
HaU, T B ChriatlAn, S A 8ylar» M U Bberman, Thoa A Bogia. 



SPECIAL JSTOTICES. 

Terj H«B«y.— A mil let of Abl^ Bplinta, containing a ipltnt adapted to erery 
ftaeloM in tbe body oan be bo^sbt aft A« Ii. HernataUito Smgloal Inatnuncpit Depot 
in Atlanta at rednoed ratea, (I26}« Addrew. 

A. li. HERNSTEIN, Attanta, Ga. 



aqoccfftU tareatment and jMrmanent onie of Dlabetea MeUltna, OUJLIFORD'S 
aOL UTIOIf <tf ARSSNITE ^ BROMINS, This remedy haa alao prored very nae- 
fni in thetareaonent of a variety of neryoua aflfeoftiona. Maftnflietored and 



Biabe t a a, — The attention of the profession is called to a new remedy Ibr tlie 
- - - ?JZJLfjr 

MTn thetiieabnent^f a viuriety bfneryoo^ affiMlionik'^CanaflieUired and aoldby 
R. H. QILLIFORD, M.D., Allegheny, PennsylYania. In K-pint bottles, «li»per 
bottle, $10.00 per docen. Bent by express on receipt of price. Sample ftee to pny- 
BldanA Joly, 1888-12 ma. 

iBvkxvLosa Xa&«tzvkzxx#».t«.~A branch honae of the New York establiali- 
ment of a. L. HKRNBTEXN, Ium been esUblished in Atlanta, and will constitute a 
oonyenient depot whereat anything in the Burgioaldine can be bought or manuftic- 
tnred. The Ptofession throughout the South should note this as an Important indi- 
caUon of Southern progress, and should show their appredaAlon of the same by 
giving this establishment their aneoorafsment and patronafe. 



McKEBSON a ROBBIKB.— This great Drug Establishment of New Yortc, haa a 
de and long estabUahedTeputation as rettable and eminently uuctessftil boslnesa 
men. Their variooa propaniUoBS are of acknowledged exoeUenee and pvrity, and 
are uu( xcell«>d lOr the neatness, taste and beauty i^th which they are pieaented to 
the tta«i«. bee their advertisement opposite 1st page of reading matter in thia 



wide and long estabUahedTeputation as reliable and eminently uuctessftil boslnesa 

""" ■ 1 prapaaations t " ^ ** — ~ ' '"~ — " 

eii«>aioru 

. bee thej 

Journal. 

More of ELI.10TT»S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have bean ahipped to dUltoreat parta of the oounaor since Jan- 
uary lat. The proprietor invitee a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1870, and adopted the EL- 
Liorr. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. < Bend for drcolar 
to A. A. MR! iFilWR, 708 Waahlngton Avenue, Bt. Iionis, Mo. 

PB ABK. BATU A CO.— This magnilioent Drug establishment, located at De- 
troit, MICh., nave, by unremitting perseverance and lattliftilness in aU ttieir bttslnesa 
interests, obtained the conlldence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by i he introduction of new and important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks or lae Profession, and Justly deaerve the 
high rspntatlon to which they have attained. 

Was. B. Warner A Ca«— This splendid Drug Bouse, so widely and Cavontbl^ 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain the^ high posi- 
Uon. Their preparations are rsgarded'by the profession every where as unsurpaisBed 
for purity and elegance. In reapeot to their quinine pUls, so deservedly popular, the 
following certificate haa been published : 

PHZLADXI.PBIA, PsHH., December 22, 1882. 

An analysis of seven samples of Quinine PiUs, obtained without knowledge of 
the manufseturers, was made and pubUshed in the American Journal of Pharmacy 
by me, and thoae made by William R. Warner A OOm were found to booeneet as to 
quanUty and purity of (Quinine. HENRY TRIMWaR, Uli^^^itfioo^ Chemm. 

Parekaaiaiff AveB€jr«— We have established a Purchasing Agency hi connec- 
tion with the Rbcobd ofllce, by which parties desiring goods cff any kind iMQr order 
through us what they want, wnioh they can obtain at lowest latea aj»d. aave the ex- 



pense of atrip to the dty. Btjrict attention to the intereat of the pumhaaer will be 
observed in the selection ot articles. Subscribers to this Journal will be oharged no 
— ^ ^. ... .^._ . CsaSb. should accompany 

iging Editor, Atlanta. 

r food preparations whieb 
eheoilkiyi hare brought 
reiiHtvely uaed and haa a 



commission for purchases made through thii Agency. CsuSb. should accompany 
every order.. Address, 

T>r« R. O. TVORD, Managing Editor, Atlanta. 



WmmA tmw lalkata aadi IsvalMta.— Among the many food 
expetlence, in connection with the modem advances In eheoiL _ 

into use, the article known as Rnos'a Food has been < xtenHtvely i 

rspaftattoBi long establlsbed and moat ikvoiaMe^ In atauuter part off tWa Joamal 
may be foond an ad vastiBaiaaat of ttila valuable prepaiallon, wftHcb tha PIqrsiclaB 
wUl do fr«U to txamlBe. 
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THE THERAPEUTIC ACTION OF MINUTE ANI> 

FREQUENTLY REPEATED DOSES OF 

MEDICINES. 



By G. G. Roy, M. D., 
Professor of Materia Medica in Bouthern Medical College. 



About four years ago, a young lady from one of the lower 
couaties of Georgia, Was placed under my care for the treatment 
of a long continued uterine trouble with obstinate amenorrhoea. 

After an operation upon the cervical canal — which relieved 
what was apparently the great trouble in her case — the obstinate 
amenorrhoea continued, with great irritability of the stomach in 
the face of the usual remedies administered in the ordinary doses- 
for this sometimes exceedingly troublesome disorder. 

Acting upon the suggfestion of Ringer and others, I put the 
patient upon one drop doses of the fluid extract of ergot every^ 
hour with instructions to take two doses every two hours should 
she forget or from any cause fail to take the medicine every hour. 
This she did for a week or ten days, with improvement more 
prompt and satisfactory than I had anticipated. 

From such satisfactory results, with minute doses of ergot, and 
still following the suggestions of Sydney Ringer, Bartholow and 
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other modern therapeutists, I continued to prescribe minute and 
often repeated doses of other medicines, with a similar satisfacto- 
ry result. 

In cases of engorged liver, with irritable stomach, and frequent- 
ly in a condition of that organ amounting to severe catarrh, I used 
calomel in the doses of from i-iz to 1-5 of a grain combined with 
a little bicarb, of soda and administered it every two to 
three hours, with the effect of arousing the secretions and reliev- 
ing the engorged cappillary condition of the organs involved, more 
promptly, more effectually and with les» distress to the patient than 
it has been my good fortune to obtain with the ordinary larger 
doses administered in the usual way. 

I have, too, succeeded in relieving bilious headache resulting from 
obstinate constipation with Warner & Co.'s granules of minute 
proportions of aloin, strychnia and belladonna administered sev- 
eral times during the day for a week or ten days. And long ante- 
rior to the knowledge of the existence ot these preparations of War- 
ner's, I have succeeded effectually in relieving obstinate constipa- 
tion with the extract of belladonna alone, administered in doses of 
1-20 to I -10 of a grain three times a day, and perseveringly con- 
tinued until the desired result was manifest. 

It is well to say, just here, that in some cases of obstinate habitual 
constipation our patience will become quite threadbare, and tired 
of waiting to see the desired effect of this remedy in these cases, 
but we must cling to the latin maxim of * Perseverentia'* etc., and 
my word for it your labor will not have been in vain, and you will 
4ive to see the day when your patients will begin to feel and look 
a little threadbare in flesh if the remedy is continuously persisted 
in. 

I have also used this remedy — extract of belladonna — in similar 
small doses, but more frequently re[>eated, in facial and other forms 
of neuralgia, with marked relief to my patients. 

In truth, I believe that the therapeutic value of belladonna as a 
remedy in many of the neuroses, and in those conditions in which 
the muscular fibrillae of the intestines and other viscera of the ab- 
dominal and thoracic cavities have borne as great a tension or 
strain as it is possible for them to bear without a tranquilizing and 
tonic relief, is but poorly appreciated. Much of the prejudice 
against this medicine, which has, for a long time, existed with the 
regular profession, has been diie to the extraordinary and miracu- 
lously vaunted virtues of the drug by the homeopathist and other 
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rregular practitioners. Nothing so quickly injures a good cause 
.as to be championed by disreputable advocates. 

The resin of podophyllin is another remedy which has been 
given in minute doses, say, i-io, 1-20 and 1-40 of a grain with great 
satisfaction, for the relief of obstinate constipation, torpid liver 
and all the unpleasant train of dyspeptic symptoms resulting 
from these conditions. 

In doses of 1-40 of a grain night and morning — not sufficieat to 
•produce any purgation — podophyllin has been highly recommended 
for what has been termed its alterative effect; and a recent writer 
in the Chicago Medical Times, says it is highly useful in a 

• case like this, i. ^., '*A busy, worried, overworked man, who takes 
perhaps too little exercise — feels all day, but especially in the 
morning — dull, depressed; his mind inactive and indolent, and he 

•is irritable. 

He has, perhaps, a stupid feeling; he is often bilious-looking, 
and is dark around the eyes. Now, these symptoms, no doubt, 
often accompany sluggish bowels, and can be relieved by any pur- 
gative, but they not uncommonly occur where the bowels are 
regular and the motions natural in color. In all such cases the 
small non-purgative doses of podophyllin are most serviceable." 
Aconite is another remedy whose administration in minute 

• doses has given excellent results, ''Especially for the purpose of 
reducing temperature and checking inflammatory process.'* This 
remedy receives the highest recommendation from both Ringer 
and Bartholow. The latter speaks of it as a powerful agent which 
will produce manifest results in small doses. 

Nux Vomica, according to Ri-.ger, is possessed of real curative 
powers for sick-headache accompanied with acute gastric catarrh, 
whether due to error in diet, constipation or no apparent cause. 
He also regards it, administered in small and frequently repeated 
doses, as useful in many disturbances of the gastric function." 

Dr. A. A. Smith, Prof, of Materia Medica and Therapeutics and 
of Clinical Medicine in Bellevue Medical College, in a recent lec- 
ture, says: "One of the most important remedies which can be 
administered with great benefit in frequently repeated doses, is 
ipecac." "We have all been educated to believe — as taught also by 
experience — that this medicine is a most certain and efficient 
emetic; but experience has likewise deitionstrated the fact that a 
single dose of the wine of ipecac will often arrest obstinate vom- 
iting. It should by repeated every 10 or 15 minutes. . When ad- 
ministered in this manner he has often known it to relieve vomit- 
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ing from different causes, among which are pregnancy and sub- 
acute gastritis. Children often vomit from very slight causes, ancF 
are likely to suffer from diarrhoea and vomiting which has no other- 
assignable cause than disturbance of digestion.'^ 

A single drop of the wine of ipecac, repeated every 15 or 20 
minutes, will often produce the most marked relief, both from the 
vomiting and diarrhoea. 

Thus administered the drug is not nauseating and is easily 
taken. 

Upon the authority of Trouseau and his successor, he asserts 
what at one time appeared to him to be incredible, viz: that one 
sixtieth of a grain of calomel taken every hour for ten or twelve 
hours will relieve the headache of syphilis occurring at night. Dr. 
Smith says that he has given i-40th of a grain doses in this man- 
ner and obtained the results which they claim for it, but he has not 
tried it in doses of i •60th of a grain. He found marked relief by 
the second or third night 

"One-twenty-fourth of a grain of mercury with chalk, adminis- 
tered every 15 or 20 minutes is often of great benefit in the vom- 
iting, and non-inflammatory diarrhoea of children." 

A single drop of the tincture of nux vomica, given every lo- 
minutes, will often produce most marked relief in sick-headache 
not of neurotic origin. It should be given immediately or soon 
after meals. 

I am sure you will find, in organic diseases of the heart, where 
digetalis is indicated — if given in minute doses, say one drop of 
the tincture every hour or half-hour, its beneficial effects are more 
certain and satisfactory than if administered as it is ordinarily, in 
10 or 15 drop doses three times a day. 

In neuralgias of the face and head, the strong tincture of gel- 
seminum, if given in one drop doses every hour or half hour are 
much more efficacious than administered in the ordinary doses at 
the usual intervals. 

I must refer you to Ringer's "Handbook of Therapeutics" for 
his experience in the use of minute doses of tartar emetic in bron- 
chitis of children— of minute doses of mercury in cases of syphi- 
litic headache, (already referred to) and corrosive sublimate in a 
certain variety of the diarrhoea of children — of this latter he says r 

"In a form of diarrhoea in children likely to be mistaken for 
dysentery, but when tho general symptoms are mild, and the 
special features are secondary to the diarrhoea, corrosive sublimate 
will be found to render most satisfactory service in effecting aL 
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•cure." ' The principal indication for the use of corrosive sublimate^ 
lie says, "is the mucous character of the stools, whether contain- 
ing blood or not." 

Time will not permit me to further pursue this list of remedies 
whose efficiency has been tested by the unfailing rule of experi- 
ment and experience, but the profession has been awakened to the 
advantages of this matter by the writings of Ringer, Bartholow 
and others, and I think we can anticipate the day when this mode 
of administration of remedies will be given a thorough trial by the 
members of the regular medical profession. 

If you ask me the reason for the enhanced efficacy of remedies 
thus administered, I cannot tell you Bartholow says that the 
therapeutical action is the physiological antagonist of the diseased 
action. 

"The only certain principle of action, however, is found in ac- 
tual experience." 

Should this mode of administration stand the test of thorough 
experience, physicians will have found a long-desired boon in the 
treatment of children, which is often so unsatisfactory in conse- 
quence of a natural repugnance to all medicines. 



OIL OF GAULTHERIA. 



By J. H. Logan, M. D., of Georgia. 



I wish to give to the readers of your Journal the benefit of my 
-experience with the oil of gaultheria in the treatment of acute 
rheumatism. The patient was a female, 18 years of age. Both 
wrist joints and the joints of all the fingers was attacked; the pain 
and swelling were considerable, with high fever. The patient 
could not move a single joint affected. I put her upon 15 grain 
'doses of salicylic acid every six hours with opiates to relieve the 
pain. This treatment was kept up three days with no relief, in 
fact the patient continued to grow worse. The salicylic acid was 
discontinued and the alkaline treatment substituted; this was 
pushed to the extent of saturation, still no relief was obtained, all 
seemed as though my patient could not survive another day with- 
out help. 

Realizing the little good accomplished by the remedies used, I 

•icast about me for more efficient weapons to fight the enemy with. 

I noticed in the Southern Medical Record, in the March 

mumber, 1882, on page 110, what Mr. P. Casamajor says in regard 
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to the oil of gaultheria, I determined to try it, and at once put my 
patient upon the following : 

R Salicylic acid 3 ij. 

Oil gaultheria 3 j, 

Sul. quinine grs. xij, 

Carb. magnesia grs. xv. 

M. Make into 12 powders. Sig. One every 4 hours. 

The carb. magnesia and oil were first triturated together and the - 
other ingredients added and thoroughly mixed. 

After the third dose the pain and fever began to subside, and in 
two days there was a very perceptable change for the better, the - 
pain, swelling and fever rapidly subsiding, and the patient going - 
on to convalescence. In six days after this treatment was com- 
menced the patient was discharged cured. I am confident the 
cure was due to the use of the oil of gaultheria^ as the salicylic - 
acid had been suflliciently tried. 

I hope the readers of your Journal will give the oil a trial and . 
report. I for one (with this remedy in my hands) cannot agree - 
with the distinguished doctor who said, "It takes six weeks and 
a blanket to cure rheumatism." 



AN UNRECOGNIZED CAUSE OF GASTRO-INTES- 
TINAL IRRITATION IN A CHILD DIS- 
COVERED. 



By G. G. Roy, M.D., 
FrofeflBor of Materia Medlca in Southern Medical Oollege. 



The perplexity of the physician in assigning the irue cause of 
many of the severe complaints of children is often very embar- 
rassing. So it has occurred to me — not once, but many times. . 
And this is not to be wondered at — and, I think, by no means 
evinces a lack of sound discrimination or a criminal want of etio- 
logical knowledge of disease on the part of the physician. Fear- 
ing our reputation for professional wisdom may suffer criticism at 
the hands of our patrons, especially the female attendants of our 
patients, are we not too apt to assign some cause for the many 
changing phenomena ot many of the obscure cases we meet with, 
hoping only to satisfy the inquisitive demands of the friends of 
the sick. I do not pretend to say that this is, by any means, the 
rule, but that it is often the case I feel confident. 

The causes of disease in children, and adults, known and un> 
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known, are so numerous that the intelligent physician is rarely at 
a loss to ascribe some plausible cause for most diseases; but that 
we may be mistaken in one of the most common complaints of 
children at this season is shown by the following case, which came 
under my observation a few weeks ago: 

I was called upon, at my office, by the mother of a child I had 
delivered some eighteen or twenty months ago, for a prescription 
for her baby. Her statement was that, late in th** night previous, 
after being put to bed in perfect health, the infant aroused her by 
its screams, and in a short while begun to vomit; this continued, at 
intervals, for several hours, when the motions of its bowels be- 
came very frequent — threatening, as she thought, an attack of 
cholera infantum. 

Considering it an attack of disordered stomach and bowels from 
something the child had eaten, I prescribed a mild anodyne 
astringent, which only gave temporary relief. In a day or two I 
was called upon again to prescribe, with the statement that the 
child's bowels seemed to be getting worse, instead of better, and 
there was more evidence of pain. I requested her to give it two 
teaspoonfuls of castor oil, with a drop or two of spirits turpen- 
tine, in a little whisky toddy, and in the afternoon report its con- 
dition. 

This was done next day by the father of the child. He reported 
the baby better, but it had passed from the bowels, after consid- 
erable straining, in its last action, a mouse nearly full grown — '* tail 
and all". This I doubted — never having heard of such an occur- 
rence — and did not credit it until he brought the mouse to my 
office preserved in whisky, with the statement from the mother 
that she saw the baby pass it. 

The mouse is still in my office, and has been examined by a num- 
ber of professional friends, and the case was reported at a meet- 
ing of the Atlanta Medical Society, and none of the medical gen- 
tlemen had ever seen or read of a similar case. 

The mother's theory of this rather unusual case is- this: The 
weather being very warm, the baby was found to rest better on " a 
pallet," spread upon the floor of the chamber, and this " pallet '* 
was spread with bedding kept during the day in a closet infested 
with mice; that this mouse was secreted in the folds of the bed- 
ding when the pallet was spread at night, and that, during the 
night, being of a migratory nature, he concluded '*to change 
front" and, in doing this, wandered to the child's mouth, that was 
open, and, thinking it a snug hole in which to hide himself, en- 
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itered, but the child, not being accustomed to such a morsel, clutched 
-down upon his lordship's caudal extremity, which gave him a 
frightened impetus forward, which he could not, or would not, ar- 
rest until the child's stomach was reached. Ihen began his gyra- 
tions for release, which produced the screaming and vomiting that 
occurred. 

The mouse, when brought to my office, presented a shrunken 
and glazed appearance (due chieffy to the maceration in alcohol)^ 
ibut still encased in a very perceptible coating of the chiUl's mucus. 
INow this, I know, is a strange story, but a true one. It will be 
x)f great interest to medical men, and will put them to thinking; 
but it will be of greater interest, coupled with dreaded forebod- 
ing, to the thousand and one mothers who may hear of this case, 
and it will put them to watching the mouths of their dear little 

' ones, to see if they sleep with them wide enough open for a mouse 

vX)f any size to enter while they are asleep. 



EXTRACTS FROM A PAPER ON THE PREVENTION" 
OF INSANITY. * 



By Nathan Allen, M.D., of Lowell, Mass. 



In all the discussions on insanitj found in reports, journals and 
books, there is scarcely a reference to prevention, till within a few 
years. The most decided statement appeared in the 17th annual 
report of the Commissioners in Lunacy for Scotland. This is so 
much to the point that I am induced to make the following quota- 
tions: 

** It is impossible to come to any other opinion than that insanity 
18, to a large extent, a preventable malady; and it {fppears to us 
that it is in the direction of preventing its occurrence, and not 
through the creation of institutions for its treatment, that any sen- 
«ible^ diminution can be effected in its amount. Lunacv is always 
attended with some bodily defect or disorder, of which it may be 
regarded as one of the expressions or symptoms. 

"We must, therefore, attempt to prevent its occurrence in the 
•same way as we attempt to prevent the occurrence of what are 
called ordinary bodily diseases; and if it be admitted that, to a 
large extent, preventable diseases exist among us in consequence 
of this ignarance of the people, it is clear that we can only con- 
vert the preventable into the prevented by the removal of that ig- 
norance through a sounder education. Men must be taught that 
it is their duty, and not merely their interest, to understand the 
Haws of health and to make them eventually the rule of their con- 
«duct. In short, we can only hope that preventable insanity, like 
•other preventable diseases, will be diminished in amount when the 
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« 

education of men is so conducted as to render them both intelligent 
:and dutiful guardians of their own physical, intellectual and moral 
liealth. 

"To this, and not to any machinery, however good it may be, 
for the cure and treatment of insanity which has actually arisen, 
-can we reasonably look for a diminution in its amount." 

No higher testimony on this subject could be quoted than that 
from the Lunacy Commissioners of Scotland. Several distinct 
points are here brought out: 1st. That insanity is a disease, and 
<an be prevented, as other diseases are. 2d. For this purpose sim- 
ilar means must be u^ed as are employed to prevent diseases g^en- 
-erally. 3d. The public must be better educated and trained in 
respect to the laws of health. 4th. By this process only can we 
expect a diminution of the disease. Lunatic hospitals alone will 
never do it. 

* * * ** * * • 

Hereditary Influences. — No fact connected with insanity is 
more firmly established than that it larg^ely originates directly from 
inherited tendencies; and, if we include all weaknesses, imperfec- 
tions and diseases rising from the same source, it may be found 
that more than half the insanity of the present day can be traced 
<Jirectly 01^ indirectly back to hereditary sources. By careful study 
^nd observation it is not difficult to discover the physical differ- 
ences und hereditary tendencies in the families here described. 

Let it be understood, more and more, that disease and insanity 
come mainly from inherited causes; let young men and women 
become thoroughly acquainted with such facts, and it must lead to ' 
-greater carefulness in forming matrimonial alliances. 

When the community is generally informed on this subject, in- 
quiries will at once be made as to the health, the constitution, and 
the inherited tendencies of candidates for marriage. Such inqui- 
ries are already made in a quiet way, and they must increase, in 
the very rature of things. 

In the prevention of disease and insanity, then, heredity has a 
powerful influence. 

There is such a thing as a normal standard of physiology, where 
the structure and functions of all the organs of the body, includ- 
ing the brain, are well-nigh perfect. With such organizations to 
start with in life, how would disease and insanity diminish! And 
iust in proportion as we find organizations approximating to this 
standard, do we find less disease of body and mind. It is true, the 
•environment, the circumstances, the habits and employments of 
individuals, have a powerful influence on their health and mental 
development. All these things may unfavorably affect, to some 
-extent, those having naturally the best organizations; but their ef- 
fects would not compare, in extent or magnitude, with the evils 
growing out of weak, diseased and ill-balanced organizations. 

The fault does not arise merely from the want of soundness in 
structure or health of function ; but often from the want of balance 
^nd harmony in action. This is the starting-point, not only of a 
^reat deal of disease, but of much mental derangement If there 
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could be a more perfect balance or harmony in the exercise of all 
parts of the body, including the brain, it would prevent a vast 
amount of disease and insanity. It might take two or three gen- 
erations to bring about th'^e changes, but they would assuredly 
come, provided the proper means were used. Such changes- 
would constitute a radical and permanent improvement. 

Causes of Insanity, — In the last quotation from Sir James Coxe, 
is a summary of the primary causes of insanity, from one who"* 
had made the subject a special study for over twenty years. Says. 
Sir James, the leading factors are '* dissipation in its various forms^ 
overwork, mea^^re fare, lack of ventilation and neglect of moral 
culture." It will be seen that each one of these covers a great 
deal of ground. Passing by the last point — neglect of moral cul- 
ture — the other four constitute the chief sources of disease of all 
kinds, some of which terminate in mental derangement. But 
nearly all these great agencies, productive ot so much disease or 
body and mind, are subject to human control, and can be more or 
less checked, if not entirely prevented. 

The first named, dissipation, is a fruitful source of insanity. This; 
may consist in drinking habits, in the use of tobacco and opiates,, 
or in the abuse of the sexual organs by licentiousness and solitary 
vice. These evils are all the results of voluntary acts, the work of 
a free agent, and so they can be prevented. 

Overwork of body or mind not infrequently brings on mental 
derangement. 

Meagre fare and bad air are evils which multitudes of poor peo- 
ple cannot always e?>cape. Neglect of moral culture is an evil 
directly connected with the choice of individuals, and the state of 
public morals. It is a sin or an evil which can be corrected,, 
wherever the fault may b6, and there certainly can be no necessity 
or justification for any neglect. Dr. Henry Maudsley, the distin- 
guished foreign alienist, spoke on this point as follows: 

'* It is to the perfecting of mankind by the thorough application, 
of a true system of education that we must look for the develop- 
ment of the knowledge and the power of self-restraint, whichi 
shall enable them, not only to protect themselves from much in- 
sanity in one generation, but to check the propagation of it from: 
generation to generation. Unhappily, we are not yet agreed as to 
what should be the true aim and character of education. Regard- 
ing the subject from a scientific point of view, the best education 
would seem to be that which was directed to teach man to under- 
stand himselt, and to understand the nature which surrounds him,, 
and of which he is a part and a product, so as to enable him, as its. 
conscious minister and interpreter, to bring himself into harmony 
with nature in his thoughts and actions, so to promote the pro- 
gressing evolution of nature through him, its conscious self." 

Dr. Maudsley, here speaking of *' perfecting mankind," says that 
it cannot be done till we have a *' true system of education.' The 
only way it can be done is through the body and the brain, and ta 
do it we must also have some standard before us, some guiding 
principle to aid us. As to the *' propagation of insanity " by hercd- 
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itary influences, how can we understand the laws of inheritance- 
unless we have some standard in physiology? When the laws of 
this science are fully understood, -it will be found that the most 
powerful agencies for preventing insanity lie in this direction. 

Again: il is well understood that the most favorable time to cure 
insanity is in its first stages; on this account, it is constantly urged 
that all insane persons, just as soon as any marked symptoms of 
the disease appear, should at once be sent to a lunatic hospital. 
This counsel has generally prevailed in acute and violent cases, 
but in the milder forms of th^ disease the friends frequently object 
and delay. It is a great step to take; there are certain forms of 
law which must be complied with; then, the dread of its effects- 
on the patient, the trouble attending the removal, and the anxiety 
about the situation and treatment of the patient in the hospital, etc.: 
all these things cause delay, sometimes for weeks and months, and 
may prevent the patient from going till the acute stages of the 
disease are passed. The complaint is often made by superintend- 
ents that large numbers are sent to the hospital who cannot be 
cured, because they come too late. This is given as one of the 
reasons why the rate of cures is so small; for, taking all admitted 
into our hospitals, only about forty per cent, on an average, actu- 
ally recover. — Psychological yournal. 



THE THERAPEUSIS OF REMITTENT FEVER. 



By a. M. Pelton, M. D., Demmixg's Bridge, Texas. 



In malarial remittents fhe indications are: i. To neutralize the- 
malarial poison. 2. To relieve vascular pressure. 3. To remove - 
morbid secretions. 4. To disperse accumulated heat. 

The various preparations of Peinivian bark meet the first indi- 
cation more nearly than any other; the sulphate of quinia stand- 
ing at the head of the list. The best antiperiodic effects are ob- 
tainable during the remission. The amount of sulphate of quinia 
given during each remission should be Irom fifteen to thirty grains 
in one, two, or three doses, and timed so that the last dose should . 
be given four hours before the beginning of the next exacerba- 
tion. If, however, the case is seen but once each day or every 
second day, it may be a better plan to give eight or ten grains of 
the sulphate of quinia every eight hours, without much reference 
to the remissions ; or perhaps it may be preferred to give fifteen » 
or twenty grains at*each dose, morning and evening, and twelve- 
hours apart. 

There are three methods by which to relieve vascular pressure :^ 
First, by stimulating the vaso-motor nerves. Second, by dimin- 
ishing the force of the heart's action. Third, by lessening the • 
amount of fluid in the blood vessels of the congested organs. 

The nervous and arterial stimulants, and probably quinine also,, 
have the power of stimulating the vaso-motor nervous system,. 
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thus forcing the blood out of the congested internal organs into 

the general circulation.. A favorite prescription with me is Dr. 

Rezin Thompson's fever syrup, of which the following is the for- 

onula : 

R Syr. rhei f- 3 jv, 

Tinct. valerian f- 5 ij, 

Ol sassafras , gtts. xx, 

Piperinc grs. x, 

Sup. carb. soda grs. xx. 

M. Adding the valerian last. Give one tablespoon ful every two 
•or three hours in half-glass of water or sweet milk. 

Under its use the remissions become more marked and prolonged 
and frequently at the expiration of twenty-four hours there is a 
very decided fall of the temperature. In many cases convales- 
-cence follows earlier than with any other plan of treatment with 
which I am acquainted. The following prescription from Dr. 
'Thompson is also very effective in some cases — 

B Muc. g. acacia f 3 j v, 

Morph. sulph grs. jv, 

Ol. terebinth f 3 j, 

Spts. lavendulus co f 3j. 

M. Give one teaspoonful every two or three hours. Stimulating 
*^he vaso-motor nervous system, gives good results in all forms of 
remittent fever, and especially in the early stage of the sthenic form, 
and in the adynamic form throughout its. course. 

Diminishing the force of the heart's action, can be accomplished 
by the use of nervous and arterial sedatives, such as aconite, gel- 
semmum, veratrum viride, digitalis, chloral, antimony, etc. 

The following is an old and effective formula — 

R Vin. ant. et pot. tart m xx, 

Tinct. hyoscyam m xxv, 

Tinct. opii m xv, 

Liq. amnion acet fjj. 

M. Give every four hours. 

If chloral hydrate is selected, it should be given in five grain 
•doses every three hours; if veratrum viride, it should be given in 
doses of one or two drops of the officinal tincture every hour or 
second hour ; if gelseminum, the dose should be from five to ten 
minims of the fluid extract every two hours. Where the skin is 
moist, tincture of digitalis, minims fifteen with a mineral, acid 
every four hours or six hours, has been highly recommended. 

The following is a favorite plan of controlling fever: give a drop 
or a half drop of the tincture of aconite with one-eighth drop of 
carbolic acid in a teaspoonful of water every ten or fifteen minutes 
for one or two hours,, and afterwards hourly or every second hour. 
Should it produce much prostration with a feeble and weak pulse, 
then reduce the dose. The carbolic acid is added to relieve any 
jiausea which may be present. Diminishing the force of the heart's 
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action is well adapted to sthenic cases, when there is a reliable and 
competent nurse, or the physician can give it his personal at- 
tention. 

The amount of fluid in the congested organs can be lessened by 
blood-letting, either general or local, by evacuants, by derivatives, 
or by poultices. Large poultices applied over the abdomen dilate 
the blood-vessels of the skin, thus taking a quantity of blood out 
of the general circulation, and they also render the bowels more 
easily acted upon by laxatives. Stimulating liniments rubbed along 
the spine and over various portions of the body frequently give 
great relief; so also mustard sinapisms applied to various parts of 
the body. Rubbing the surface of the body with tincture of cap- 
sicum, or with strong mustard baths in connection with nervous 
and arterial stimulants are generally very beneficial, and are some- 
times followed by profuse perspiration. The method of employ- 
ing the mustard baths is, to add to tepid water sufficient mustard,, 
then with a cloth apply to a portion of the body with friction, then 
wipe dry with a coarse towel, and apply to some other part of the 
body, giving special attention to the back and limbs. These baths- 
should be repeated every six or eight hours. 

In most cases the secretions and excretions discharged into the 
alimentary canal, are lessened in quantity and vitiated in quality. 
It is very important that the alimentary canal and the glandular 
aparatus opening into it, should be assisted in their efforts to re- 
move waste and effete products from the system. In fact, quinine 
and moderate purgation alone are equal to the cure of the majority 
of malarial remittents. Early in the disease the following pow- 
ders may be given : 

S Hydrag, chlor mitis grs, vj to viij, 

Soda bicarb grs. x to xij, 

Sacch grs. xij to xv. 

M. Ft. charts No. 3. Give one every two hours. 

Should they not act freely on the bowels, follow with either 
sulphate of magnesia, oleum ricini, or a pill similar to the follow- 
ing; 

K Podoyhyllin grs. ss. 

Aloes grs. viij. 

M. Ft. pills No. 4. Give two or three pills for a dose. 

The mercurial, sulphate of magnesia, or pills should be repeated 
as often as is necessary, in order to keep the bowels open. The- 
skin and kidneys will probably receive sufficient medication 
through the measures already indicated, though it may be desir- 
able to administer some of the salts of potash, or spirits of setheris 
nit. 

Som.e practitioners depend on large doses of quinine, fron> 
twenty to thirty grains of the sulphate, once, twice or three times 
daily, to disperse accumulated heat, and also to retard heat produc- 
tion. Others prefer the direct abstraction of heat by the applica> 
tion of cold water, either by sponging, the wet pack, the wet 
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•sheet, or cold bath. Frequent sponging of the surface of the 
>body with cold or tepid water, acidulated or not with vinegar, can 
be made very effective for the dispersion of accumulated heat, and 
is generally applicable where there is a dry skin. Exposure of the 
surface of the body to the atmosphere is often beneficial. In pri- 
vate practice the wet pack, the wet sheets, and cold baths are not 
generally applicable, and so great is the popular prejudice, that the 
physician who frequently resorts to these methods, will soon be 
apt to find his practice leaving him; yet excellent results some- 
times follow their use. — Southern Practitioner. 



ANAESTHETICS IN LABOR. 



BY E. HERRIOTT, M.D., JACKSONNILLE, ILL. 



We expressed our views on this subject in a report to the Illi- 
nois State Medical Society in 1880, which embraced our ^xperi- 
-ence of fifteen years with and without its use. Since then we have 
liad no occasion to make any observation without, except where 
The patient or friends absolutely opposed, and this has been ex- 
-<eedingly limited. By their use the tears of the accoucheur, as to 
lacerations, exhaustion, and a train of troubles following, are to a 
s:reat extent allayed by thoroughly relaxing the circular fibres of 
the OS uteri, and all the soft parts, without arresting contractions of 
the body of the organ upon its contents; by allaying reflex irrita- 
tion, allowing the organ to exert only its nntural powers untram- 
meled, seldom calling into requisition the aid of the forceps; yet, 
when they are required, every preparation for their use has been 
completed, and no dread fears of them excite the patient. The 
annoying, cutting and exhausting pains before and during the re- 
laxation of the OS are abated; the dreaded agonies that are to fol- 
low are shorn of their terrors; finally, strength and tranquility 
reign supreme, instead of that crushed, lacerated and exhausted 
♦feeling from having had the arms almost torn from their sockets in 
the desire to aid the expulsive efforts. Hearing that welcome 
sound, the cry of her child, scarcely can she realize that the 
dreaded torture is over, for the time recently passed has been like 
a fairy dream to her. But enough on this branch, as it is found 
fully detailed in the Transactions of 18S0, which contains practi- 
cal facts. 

As to the expulsion of the placenta, there is no period of labor 
where good judgment and skilled management are more import- 
4int. Playfair says the cardinal point to bear in mind is, that it 
should be expelled by a ins a iergo^ and not drawn out by a vis a 
fronte. Consequently, the estimate recently made on the average 
strength of the umbilical cord by Dr. Neville, of Ireland, is not of 
much advantage in this respect. In one hundred and twenty-five 
cords his experiments show, in those where the blood has been 
allowed to now an average strength of twelve and five- twelfth 
.pounds; where it was not allowed to flow, eleven pounds. After 
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the expulsion of the child, the attendant seats himself by the side 
of the patient, places the hand over the abdomen, and gently 
grasps and kneads the organ until normal circnlation is established; 
then, grasping the organ more firmly about its center, squeezes 
continuously and firmly in a manner to expel the contents, keep- 
ing the fundus above the little finger and heel of the hand that the 
organs may be retained well up in position, while he makes very 
.gentle traction on the cord with the other hand. After the expul- 
sion,Mt should then be held and kneaded until it is found well con- 
tracted. The placenta expelled with caution in this manner is a 
material safeguard against hemorrhage. Nothing particularly new 
has been offered, within the past year, in the treatment of the lat- 
ter. Lowering the head and shoulders, ice, alum, styptics with 
.hot and cold water inside the womb, cold and kneading exter- 
nally, ergot, iron, lead, etc., internally, electricity when convenient, 
grasping the os v/ith the hand and stimulating it to contraction, 
digital pressure over the abdominal aorta, etc, are all well-known 
remedies to the profession. 

One respondent much prefers the eomp. liq. iodine, used on cot- 
ton lint and applied with the dressing forceps, to the preparations 
-of persulphate of iron. 

Very cold water poured in a small continuous stream over the 
abdomen readily produces capillary contraction; is a remedy that 
is always at hand, and that will produce, perhaps, as satisfactory 
results as any other single remedy, though one that seems to have 
l>een very much overlooked. — Clinical Brief. 



ACUTE LARYNGITIS. 
By Dr. C. KNelson. N. Y. 



Common inflammation of the windpipe is not frequently met 
-with. A case of great severity occurred in the practice of Dr. 
Schultze in the summer of last year, in this city. The patient, a 
stout man, in a few days got seriously worse, when on July 15th 
(a fearfully hot day), the day on which I was called in consulta- 
tion, he seemed to be totally unconscious of all his surroundings, 
as far as external signs and appearances were concerned. For 
about three days he had not answered when spoken to; eyes 
tightly closed; and, seemingly, did not change his position in bed 
day in and day out. I saw him with Dr. S. at 3 p. m.; he seemed 
to be in such a serious condition that, upon consultation, we 
<leemed it advisable not to trouble him much with medicine, but 
/Concluded simply to order brandy and ammonia. The next visit 
together, at 9 p. m., the family seemed to consider he was easier; 
calomel with opium (and no local treatment whatever) were then 
prescribed. 

July i6th. — Morning visit. Tbey said he passed the night 
pretty fairly. With the larynx swollen and inflamed, there was no 
getting any information out of the patient himself. Before our 
visit this morning h« had had two slight convulsive tremors, show- 
ing his dangerous condition. Very soporific; eyes tightly closed 
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all the time: patient lying on his back. With great difficulty we- 
got him to open the eyes once, when the pupils were seen to be- 
dilated; however, the lids were closed firmly again, remaining so. 
Temperature and pulse normal; feet and legs cold. The heat or 
the room was so stifling that the window had to be opened a lit- 
tle behind the shade. Fulse weaker in stroke; tongue moist, but 
brown. He breathes normally. On auscultation, respiration was- 
found to be normal. 

Treatment. — Six leeches. Calomel with opium [this sounds- 
very much like the old-fashioned anti-phlogistic times; but it does- 
not matter how you get well, as long as you do get well]; also^ 
cherry brandy. Giving brandy in such a case as this would haver 
been considered a heresy forty years since; but stimulation, un- 
doubtedly, is often a useful adjuvant. 

Q p. M. — Evening visit. The people say he is better. Has had 
a aark passage from the bowels. A dose of Dover's powder for 
the night. [Dover's powder!! Let us go back to the time of the 
Crusades at once.J However, Crusades or not, next morning the 
patient recognized his medical attendants, talked in a pleasant, 
manner, and the brunt of the battle between life and death was 
over. A nice pulse; nice moist skin; tongue moist. On the next 
day afterwards, on the iSth, a simple mixture was prescribed, suchk 
as is given for coughs. This practically ended the case. 

It is very doubtful if the prevailing quinine and iron treatment 
would have saved this man. Fashion is a very good thing in la- 
dies' bonnets; but we doubt if it be a safe guide for our bodily ail- 
ments.— *-Z'^d Planet, 

TRANCE IN A HYSTERICAL WOMAN. 



Rosenthal has recorded an interesting case of trance in a hyste- 
rical woman, in which a country practitioner had declared to have 
ensued, as a looking-glass held to the mouth did not show any 
moisture, and melted sealing-wax dropped on the skin caused no- 
reflex movements. Rosenthal, who was accidentally present,, 
found the skin pale and cold, the pupils contracted and insensible 
to light, the upper and lower extremities relaxed, the heart's im- 
pulse and the radial pulse imperceptible. Auscultation, however^ 
showed a feeble, dull, and intermittent sound in the cardiac region^ 
No respiratory murmurs were audible. All the muscles of the face 
and extremities responded well to the faradic current. Although 
the patient had been apparetly dead for 32 hours, he thereupon, 
informed the relations that it was only a trance, and recommended 
that attempts at resuscitation should be perseveringly followed. 

On the follwing day he received a telegram to say that the 
patient awoke spontaneously twelve hours afterwards, and gradu- 
ally recovered. Four months afterwards, the patient called upoiv 
him, and informed him that she knew nothing of the commence- 
ment of her attack of lethargy' that she had afterwards heard the 
people about her talk of her, but had been utterly unable to give 
the slightest sign of life. Two years afterwards, she was still 
alive and tolerably well. — Weekly Afed. Review. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Salicylate of Bismuth in Typhoid Fever. — Prot. Henri 
Desplats, after a careful study of the antipyretic action of carbolic 
acid, salicylic acid, salicylate of soda, and resorcine, has demon- 
strated that these agents have an influence on the temperature and 
other elements of fever, whatever may be the nature and cause of 
the fever (typhoid, puerperal, variola, intermittent fever, erysipe- 
las, rheumatism, pneumonia, etc.,); that this action is sure and 
prompt when these drugs are administered in sufficient quantities; 
that it is quick, causing rapid elimination. He then studied the 
accidents which these agents have been said to produce (collapse, 
convulsions, albuminuria, melanuria, etc.), and has established that 
they do not cause pulmonary congestion or renal lesions, and may 
be administered in albuminuria ; tha:, if administered in too large 
quantity, they may cause collapse, but this collapse is rare and not 
dangerous ; that in very rare cases, when given in enormous doses,, 
they will cause convulsions, but these have never terminated 
fatally. 

He now gives the results of his experiments with salicylate of 
bismuth in typhoid fever. He has administered it in twenty cases. 
It is more readily taken than salicylate of soda, being less soluble^ 
and, therefore, of less pronounced taste. It consists of salicylic 
acid 2 parts, bismuth i part, although it keeps more readily if there 
is an excess of 3-4 parts in the 100 of salicylic acid. It may be 
given in unleavened bread or slightly aromatic syrup of acacia, ia 
doses of grs. xv-xxx, though he has g^ven from ^iv-^ijss in a day. 
A little seltzer water may be given immediately after it to enable 
the stomach to retain it better, if that organ be very irritable. It 
is always advisable that a more or less considerable quantity of 
liquid be drunk after each dose. The eflects obtained are of two 
kinds, immediate and remote. 

The immediate effects are comparable, when the dose is suffice 
ent, to those produced by carbolic acid, resorcine or salicylate or 
soda. To observe these, the patient should be closely watched, and 
the variations of temperature noted. Vulpian's statement that the 
temperature does not rapidly abate is erroneous, as M. Desplats 
shows by several cited cases. The immediate effect is never want- 
ing when the dose is sufficient. It produces a less abatement of 
temperature than carbolic acid, but the sudden rise so often seen 
after the abatement from carbolic acid, is not observed. Besides^ 
the immediate effects, salicylate of bismuth has an incontestable 
action on the general temperature-curve. As has already beea 
noted by Vulpian, the morning fall of temperature is greater,, 
especially when no salicylate has been administered during the 
night. Desplats has several times observed that the temperature 
continued to abate during the forenoon, when the patient had taken 
no medicine, and thinks it very likely that these late eflTects are due 
to absorption of the drug, which is not very soluble. Sometimes^ 
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instead of a fall of temperature, he has noticed abundant perspira- 
tion coming on during the forenoon, long after the last dose of the 
salicylate ; this seems to confirm the hypothesis of late absorp- 
tion. 

Kemote Effects. — It is important to know what action the 
salicylate of bismuth, regularly administered, exercises on the evolu- 
tion and termination of the disease. Twenty cases are not suffici- 
ent from which to draw general conclusions, but they may be of 
service in drawing conclusions from ?n additional number of cases. 
Desplats divides his cases into three groups : 

The first includes the cases in which the fever was arrested, in 
which it may be said that the drug had an abortive action ; the 
second group includes those cases in which the effect was signal, 
but not so marked ; and the third, those cases which were rebellious 
to treatment, either terminating in death, or seemingly uninfluenced 
by the drug. Eleven cases are reported in which it had an abor- 
tive action. Vulpian has already observed one case in which the 
fever was arrested on the fifteenth day by salicylate of bismuth. 
He hesitated to attribute this effect to the drug, as the rose spots 
were absent. This does not negative the diagnosis of typhoid 
fever, however, as cases do occur in which the rose spots are ab- 
sent. Four cases are recorded in which the action of the salicylate 
was less pronounced ; and five cases, all very severe, two recover- 
ing, in which there was no apparent effect. In all, twenty cases 
are recorded. Epistaxis was a rare symptom, and was in no case 
abundant. Intestinal hemorrhages occurred in two cases, one or 
which recovered. Delirium was rare, in one case being attribut- 
able to the medicine ; this was rather subdelirium than true, and 
there was also deafness. When large doses, 3ij-3ijss, were given 
in three or four hours there was, in some cases, a depression of the 
vital forces, which passed off when the drug was discontinued. 
The best result*^ were obtained with doses of Biv-3js. — Bulletin 
Gen. de Therap. 

Reviving the Still-Born.^Artificial respiration practiced for 
an hour at least has so far been considered the most successful 
means of reviving still-born infants. Prof. Wallace, in his lectures 
at the Jefferson College, used to mention seveaal cases where, after 
an hour's trial with artificial respiration, he had at last succeeded 
in reviving an infant still-born, and where all hope had been given up. 

A French physician by the name of Camberdon, has convinced 
himself, that a very warm bath of a temperature of 50*^ C. exerted 
in such cases a far more favorable result than even tHe method just 
mentioned. It is a known fact, that infants, who, when born, ex- 
hibit a want of vitality, often wonderfully revive when wrapped 
up m hot blankets or placed into a very warm bath — with one 
word when replaced into that temperature they had just left in 
utero. It seems plausible, therefore, that the same procedure may 
turn out successful in certain cases of the still-born, and we draw, 
therefore, the attention of our readers to this application of the 
hot bath. — Med, and Surg, Rep, 
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IKAalarial Haematuria. — Dr. J. J. Bland, of Alabama, in Nash- 
ville Medical Journal, writes : 

On the morning of October 3, 1881, I was summoned to the 
Tesidence of Capt. J. H. Buford, to see the Rev. Mr. E., who had 
been indisposed for some time from an attack of malaria, but who 
Jhad, up to that time, kept up and attended to his ministerial duties. 
On my arrival, I found the gentleman quite sick. Had a chill 
^ about midnight the day before, followed by high fever, and when 
I saw him (about eight hours after the first rigor) he was suffering 
from the second. Complained of severe pain in the back, about 
"the lumbar region, aching of lower limbs, shoulders, head, etc. 
Bowels constipated, tongue coated with a thick, yellow fur, com- 
plexion and conjunctiva of a yellow cast. Pulse 1^19 beats per 
minute; temperature 104 **, and the attendants thougnt the urine 
ilast voided, (which I did not see) too highly colored, and feared 
it contained blood. Prescribed: 

B Hydrarg. chlor. mitis ) 

Colocynth comp. ext f *^ ^^^' ^' 

M. Et enclose in capsules. No. ij. 

Sig. To be taken at once, and followed in four hours, if bowels 
.are not moved, with 2ss. sulph. magnesia, largely diluted. 

B Quinia sulph 3 j. 

Ft. Chart, No. vj. 

Sig. One powder every two hours. 

My parting injunction was for me to be summoned immediately 

•on the next evacuation from the bladder, if the urine contained 

blood. In about two hours I was dispatched for in haste, and on 

.arriving, I found a copious discharge from the bladder, which was 

of a very dark color, and contained so much blood, that it had 

partly coagulated in the vessel. The complexion ana conjunctiva* 

which were of yellow cast at my first visit, had changed in the 

two hours, to a much deeper hue, and my patient was in a semi- 

'Comatose state, and wore a haggard expression. Ordered : 

B Erg6t, fl. ext, (Squibbs') 3j, 

Tr. ferri. chlor 3 ij, 

Buchu, fl. ext ) 5 

Spts. »th, nit f aa. 3SS, 

Aqua menth. pip., ad 3 jv. 

M. Sig. A tablespoonful in water, and repeat every two hours, 
until the blood in urine diminishes. A warm pediluvium with 
friction was used, and a mustard plaster to the lumbar region or- 
-dered. Other urinary discharges followed, with equally as much 
■blood to the amount voided, as the first evacuation contained, but 
the discharge was not so copious. 

Only a few hours elapsed before there was some appreciable 
.appearance of the urine for the better. But the day passed away, 
-•midnight arrived, and the cry was : "The blood still comes." I 
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was gratified, however, to see that my treatment was having the? 
desired effect, and hence I persevered'. 

October 4. Patient much improved. Pulse no; temperature- 
99^°; urine contains but little blood, and but little pain experiencedi 
in voiding it. Bowels well moved during the night of a dark, bil- 
lious nature. My friend, Dr. T. M. Hicks, of Goodman, Miss., the- 
patient's family physician ana a gentleman ripe, in experience in 
the treatment of this disease, is with me to-day. He approves my • 
treatment, and encourages a perseverance in the same. 

October 5. Still improving. Urine diminished in quantity, im- 
proved in quality. Takes nourishment in the form of soup and^ 
iced sweet milk. 

October 7. Patient not doing well. Troubled with epistaxis- 
last night, and the evacuations from the bowels as well as those 
from the bladder, contained some blood. Slept but little during 
the night, and is quite nervous to-day. Tenderness over lumbar 
region more acute, and he is too much nauseated to take food. Or- 
dered the ergot, buchu, etc., mixture, which had been discontinued, 
for two days, to be resumed and kept up until epistaxis, bloody 
urine and blood in fecal discharges cease : 

R Potas. bromid 

Chloral hydrat " 

Syr. aurant. cort 1 

Aqua menth. pip., ad " 

M. Sig. A tablespoon ful, and repeat every two or three hours,, 
until resting. 

S Quinia sulph grs. stxxvj. 

Enclose in capsules. No. xij. 

Sig. One capsule every two hours. 

October 8. Slept well last night, and took light nourishment 
this morning No epistaxis last night, and urine and fecal dis- 
charges free from blood this morning. Tongue pale and coated, 
with a white fur. Small quantities of sherry wine in connection 
with the food was allowed, and a tonic of chloride of iron and the- 
compound tincture of gentian and cinchona was commenced. 

October 12. Patient slowly but steadily gaining strength,,and" 
is able to sit in an arm chair for an hour or more at a time. I dis-^ 
miss him with the promise that the tonic will be persevered in- 
until his appetite is good and his strength regained. Since his re- 
covery it has not been my privilege to meet him, but in a recent 
letter, he writes that he is fleshier than ever before, though not so- 
stout, and still has a weakness and tenderness about his back. 

Cephalhaematoma in the New- Born. — Cephalhaematoma, 
said the speaker, is a soft, elastic, fluctuating tumor, generally pain- 
less, and situated upon one of the cranial bones. It takes place, it 
seems to me, with somewhat greater frequency than the literature 
of the subject would lead us to suppose. I have already seen four 
cases in twelve years' practice. Contrary to the experience oF 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern MEDrcAL Record. 341 

other observers, all four cases have taken place upon the left parie- 
tal bones. It is stated by some writers that in the great majority 
of cases, indeed^ in almost all, the tumors have bqen upon the 
right parietal bone, inasmuch as it is this bone that is exposed to 
the pressure of the rigid os uteri in the greatest number of delive- 
ries. This tumor has not, in the cases that have occurred in my 
practice, made its appearance immediately after birth. Some three 
or four days have usually elapsed before my attention has been 
called to the difficulty. It has, in a few cases, been noticed upon 
both of the parietal bones, although this has not occurrec in my 
practice. When the tumor is first noticed it is a soft and painless 
» enlargement In the course of a few days a firm bone ridge is 
usually noticed surrounding the base of the tumor. Th j seat of 
the difficulty, he said, is between the borie proper and the perios- 
teum, and the enlargement is caused by the rupture of a blood 
vessel in this position, and the bony ring is simply bony material 
thrown out from the periosteum to repair this injury. This ridge, 
or bony ring, does not contract evenly in all directions, and little 
hard projections will spring forward from this ridge, showing that 
the deposits of osseous material does not take place evenly in all 
directions. As the process of repair goes on, the tumor loses its 
soft, fluctuating feeling, and in the course of a few weeks nothing 
•can be detected but a slight want of symmetry in the two parietal 
<bones. 

The most important question connected with the subject, the 
* speaker- said, was its 'diagnosis, and it appeared to him that there 
•were four difficulties with which it was likely to be confounded, 
namely: caput suocedaeneum, congenital encephaloiocele or hernia 
•cerebrum, erectile tumors and crania tabes. To show the distinc- 
tion between these four difficulties and the one under discussion 
the speaker said the caput succedaeneum is an cedematus condition, 
-and it does not fluctuate, being only a difficulty of the scalp, cel- 
lular tissues,. and blood vessels ; congenital encephaloiocele never 
►occurs, wif h a possible exception, on t?he cranial bones ; a vascu- 
lar tumor has sometimes the same boggy feeling noticed in caput 
succedaeneum, but it has no bony ric%e; crania tabes is the soft 
-places found upon the craniarbones in rickety children. 

As to the treatment of this difficulty, the speaker said the best 
method to be pursued was a judicious letting alone, nature, in a 
•great majority of cases, 'being able to eflect a cure without the aid 
of the medical art. — Peoria Med. Monthly, 

Treatment of Gout. — J3r. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, recom- 
^mends forty drops of an equal mixture of the acetated tincture of 
'Opium and wine of colchicum seeds to control acute paroxysms of 
rgout. This dose may be repeated in an hour if necessary. Often- 
times, one or two doses will abort what threatens to be a very 
•seveae attack* When the paroxysm is under control the same 
^remedies may be repeated in smaller doses, three or four times 
«daily, if .any gout remains. We have used this remedy, and can 
«add our ifindorsement to this .distinguished recommendation. — 
JHed.^and.Surg. Ri^p. 
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Examination of Urine. — Dr. Formad, of Philadelphia, who^ 
has recently come into prominence as a microscopist, gives the- 
following succinct rules for the examination of urine : 

1. Sediment in the urine has no significance unless deposited 
within twenty-four hours. 

2. Albumen in the urine does not indicate kidney disease unless- 
accompanied by tube casts. The most fatal form of Bright's dis-^ 
ease — contracted kidney — has little or no albumen. 

3. Every white crystal in urine, regardless of shape, is a phos- 
phite, except the oxalate of lime, which has its awn peculiar form* 
— urine alkaline. 

4. Every yellow crystal is uric acid, or a urate if the urine is acid^. 
or a urate if the urine is alkaline. 

5. Mucous casts, pus, and epithelium signify disease of the blad- 
der (cystitis) or of other parts of the urinary tract, as determined 
by the variety of epithelium. 

6. The urine from females can often be differentiated from the- 
urine of males by finding in it the tesselated epitkelium of the- 
vagina. 

7. Hyaline casts (narrow), blood, and epitkeliad casts signify 
acute catarrhal nephritis. Much albumen. 

8. Broad hyaline casts, and epithelial dark granules and oil casts ^ 
signify chronic catarrhal nephritis. At first, much albumen; later, 
less. 

9. Hyaline and pale granular casts, and liUl« or n(& albumen, sig- 
nify interstitial nephritis. 

10. Broader casts are worse than narrow casts, a» far as diagno- 
sis is concerned, for the former signify » chronic disease. 

11. The urine should be fresh for microscopicasl examination, as- 
the micrococci will change hyaline casts into granular casts, or de- 
vour them entirely in a short time. 

12. Uric acid in the urine may, in TrooMner^s test for sugar, form > 
a protoxide of copper, this often deceiving the examiner into the- 
belief that he has discovered sugar. Thus, when urine shows only 
sugar, other methods of examination sErould be used — preferen-- 
tially the lead test. 

13. The microscope gives us better ideas of the exact condition 
of affairs in the examination of the urine than iu various chemical' 
tests. — Southern Clin ic. 

The Parasite of Marsh Fever. -.-Dr. Larverany o^ the Val- 
de-Grace, in a communication to the Paris Hospital Society (Union- 
Med., June 12th and I4th)» states that the observations which he 
formerly made in Algeria as to the presence of well-defined para- 
sitic organisms (which he describes at length) in the blood ia 
marsh fevers have been fully confirmed by subsequent researches. 
Their pathogenic character has been proved by a large number oF 
facts which enable him to come to these conclusions: i. These.- 
parasitic elements exist always in the blood in cases. a£ impalud*- 
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ism; and even when the examination of the blood of the living" 
does not always exhibit them, they are still always to be found, at 
least after death, in the capillaries of the spleen. 2. They are al- 
ways found in direct ratio with the severity of the case. In indi- 
viduals who succumb through some complication in simple inter- 
mittent they are found only in small numbers in the liver and 
spleen; but in those who die from pernicious fever they exist in 
large numbers in all the organs and vascular tissues. 

3. They precede a paroxysm of the disease, and when they are 
found in the blood we may almost certainly predict that a parox- 
ysm is about I0 occur, although no elevation of temperature or 
other morbid sign exists. 4. These elements are never found in 
diseases unconnected with impaludism. 5. These elements disap- 
pear rapidly under treatment by quinine. — Med, Times and Ga- 
zeite^ June 23, 1883. 

Ante-Natal Murder. — In my daily rounds as physician I see 
grown young men and women in the full enjoyment, of life whose 
mothers appealed to me to destroy them in utero. Oh horrors ! 
Vrhat if I had done it, and robbed them of all the experiences of 
this world ? Let every physician and mother in the land, and in 
the world, understand the enormity of this crime and realize its 
consequences. A growing evil that has assumed gigantic propor- 
tions, is the frequency of ante-natal murder, often out of wedlock, 
and quite as often in. Do physicians and mothers realize and 
know that there is no time after conception when there is not life 
and another soul existent, that shall live on and on through the 
eternal ages ? Do physicians and mothers realize and know that 
they must meet face to face in spirit life all these ante-n^tal mur- 
dered children, and that they will rise up in judgment against 
them ? Do they know that they will then feel like calling on the 
mountains and rocks to fall on them and hide them from the ob- 
jects of their iniquity ? Do they know that remorse of conscience 
will cling to them, and that they will be self-branded as Cain was 
of old — a murderer .'* Do physicians and mothers know, that as 
far as responsibility goes, they might as well take a hatchet and 
brain the prattling darling of two or three summers as to strangle 
a soul in uterine life ? Then let the physician and mother remem- 
ber that at conception the decree has gone forth that an immortal 
soul has been born for eternity, and that they should not stain 
their hands in human blood.— J. M. Ward, M.D. — Med. Brief. 

Cholera Morbus. — Dr. Cartledge, in the London Medical 
News, reports a number of severe cases of cholera morbus relieved 
by injections of ice- water into the rectum, etc., as follows : 

In short, my treatment now of the severe forms of the disease 
is — taken in the stage of evacuations, cramps, etc. — sinapisms to 
the abdomen, ice by the mouth, and ice water injections per rec- 
tum. The same treatment for the collapse, with possibly some 
hypodermic stimulation. This is simple medication, but the re- 
sults can't be bettered in my experience. In milder cases, even in 
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severe, you can use opium with atropia or what not, ars suits you. 
Many of the ordinary cases of sporadic cholera are treated very 
successfully with the hypodermic administration of morphia and 
atropia. 

In offering an explanation of the action of ice-water injections 
in this disease, I can only say, it does not seem to be due so much 
to the local astringent effect of cold as to the strong impression 
made upon the nerve centers through reflex action by the cold be- 
ing placed directly in contact with the congested and heated cen- 
ter. It is probable that in severe cases of epidemic cholera a 
stronger impression might be made and reaction induced by using 
a rectal tube, thus placing the cold nearer the center of morbid 
.action. 

Since writing the above observations, I notice in the Peoria 
'Medical Monthly, where Profs. Pooley and Kinsman, of Colum- 
bus, Ohio, have used ice-water injections per rectum in cholera in- 
fantum, with good results. — Louisville Med, News. 

Ipecac in Labor. — Dr. Sullivan, in the Nashville Medical 
Journal, says : 

Was called July 9, 1882, to see Mrs. K., in labor with her second 
child, 6 o'clock p. m. Had been in labor since 6 a. m. Parts rigid 
with considerable dilatation, pains weak and short with about 
thirty minutes interval. Gave ipecac, ?iyt, grains with intention. to 
repeat the dose in half an hour. Before time to give the next dose 
the pains increased in frequency and force, and in one hour labor 
terminated. 

November 7, 1882. Was called to see Mrs. C, at i o'clock a. m. 
Had been in labor since sundown with her third child. Condition 
was about the same as the above case. Gave ipecac, 5 grs. In 
-about fifteen minutes she remarked, "Doctor, you ought not to 
have given me that medicine, it makes these pains harder." And 
in half hour longer I delivered her of a fine male child to the joy 
of both parents (it being the first boy). 

Mrs. W., in labor with her seventh child. Water discharged at 
6 o'clock a. m. Had been in labor all day and night. Called to 
see her at i o'clock a. m. No rigidity about the parts, but with 
that careless and indifferent mood, which is so often met with in 
a non-acting uterus, (I use this for the want of abetter expression). 

With the use of one five-grain dose of ipecac the labor was 
over. 

How to Remove a Tight Ring. — A novel method of effect- 
ing the removal of a ring which has become constricted around a 
swollen finger, or in any other similar situation, consists simply in 
enveloping the afflicted member, after the manner of a circular 
bandage, in a length of flat India rubber braid, such as ladies make 
use of to keep their hats on the top of their heads. This should 
be accurately applied — beginning not close to the ring, but at the 
tip of the finger, and leaving no intervals between the successive 
turns, so as to exert its elastic force gradually and gently upon the 
tissues underneath. When the binding is completed, the hand 
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rshould be held aloft in a vertical position, and in a few minutes the 
•:swelling will be perceptibly diminished. The braid is then taken 
^ff and immediately re- applied in the same manner, when, after 

another five minutes the finger, if again rapidly uncovered, will 
^e small enough for the ring to be removed with ease. — Langon, 

Gaz. des Hop. 

[If the ring be of gold immerse it in quicksilver and an anial- 
-gum is formed which is readily broken. — Ed Rec] 

Berberis Aquifolium in Syphilis. — Dr. G. G. Barnabus, in 
Medical Investigator says : This remedy I regard as one of the 
most important that we have in our materia medica for the treat- 
ment of syphilis ; also valuable in scrofula, and in that condition 
• of the blood where boils are the crop. * 

H. C, a blacksmith, who had been indiscreet in placing his 
.-affections in other places than his own home, contracted this dis- 
ease in the summer of 1879. He tried treatment by the recipe 
plan, then applied to a physician, who administered to him vari- 
ous compounds with no avail. In January, 1880, being about six 
months after he had contracted the disease, he applied to me for 
treatment. His condition now was extremely pitiable, indeed, his 
tongue was swollen, with great fissures and small ulcers about its 
edges ; the mucus membrane of the mouth and throat was in- 
ilamed and excoriated, with here and there deep and eating sores, 
from which there was a continuous How of a thick tenacious mu- 
cus that caused him to be continually spitting. This condition of 
his mouth caused him much pain, and gave him much trouble in 
mating and talking, The anterior perinium was also cracked and 
sore, trom which there was a continuous exudation. I prescribed : 

R Berberis aquifolium gtts. xv. 

Four times per day. 

For the excoriations and ulcers, I gave him : 

B Salicylic acid ) 

Hydrastis pulv f ^^' ^^ 

Triturate and apply two or three times a day. 

He commenced to improve immediately, and in tie course of 
two weeks there was a marked change for the better. This treat- 
ment was continued until July of the same year, at which time 
there was not, as far as could be seen, a single symptom of the 
disease remaining. His wife contracted the same disease from 
him and applied to me in April for treatment. Her symptoms 
were not so severe as her husband's, but were the same. I gave 
her the .«ame treatment, which was continued until August, at 
which time she was discharged as cured. There has been no re- 
turn of the symptoms since, it now being three years since they 
-were pronounced cured. I have used this remedy successfully in 
jSi number of other cases of this disease as well as scrofula and 
4»lher kindred maladies. 
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A Case. — Dr. Bowers, Peoria Medical Monthly, reports thes- 
following : 

On the evening of June 14, 1883, I was called to see a five-year- 
old daughter of a coal miner; nervo-sanguinous temperament- 
House low, but on a hill and well drained and airy. The room- 
was very clean and comfortably furnished. Child was lying orb 
the bed in an attitude of natural rest, half open, expressive eyes- 
She was hard to arouse and would awaken terrified a I objects 
which she seemed to see in different parts of the room, and im- 
mediately drop listlessly back into a state of stupor. Skin in- 
tensely hot all over the body. 

Pulse, 144; respiration, 25 and arythmic. She said, *'I hurt here, 
and here, and here," meaning all over. 

No tumor or tenderness was found in any part of the body. 
Pupils slightly dilated; cheeks alternately flush and pale. Heart 
and lungs normal. Tongue centrally coated, red edges and glazed. 
Urine passed frequently, but plenty. No movement of bowels for 
twenty-four hours, and then a small dry stool. Vomiting when- 
ever anything was swallowed. 

The child showed oppression, but no depression. A history of 
pertussis and measles, but only slight cough remained, and the 
child had lately enjoyed good health. 

I concluded some ingesta was at the bottom of these pofound* 
symptoms. 

To get the bowels open was the thing, but to keep the physic: 
down was the main point. 

R Hydrag. chlor. mit i grain, 

Sodae bicarb 30 grains, 

Sacch. alb q. s. 

M. Fiat chart, 8. S. One every three-quarter hours. 

Aconite tinct. one drop every three-fourths of an hour. 

Slight eflfervescence from stomach on giving the first powder;., 
but no more vomiting. Abatement of the fever with rest imtiP 
morning. Salts were tried and vomited. John Wyeth & Bros.*" 
comp. (compressed) cathartic pills were given, one at 7 and one- 
at 12. No stools; so the following was ordered — 

B Fl. ext. senn® j^ ounce, 

Sodae sulphas i drachm, 

Syr. simp yi ounce, 

Aq. menth. pip i ounce. 

M. S. Two teaspoonfuls every three hours till freely purged. . 

After a number of doses free catharsis came on with complete 
abatement of symptoms. 

One pill, above mentioned, was vomited, and the other one came- 
away in a stool, both in as good shape as Jonah was. 

The stools were composed mostly of young gooseberries and 
currants. 

What I wish to notice is that we might, in children, think there 
was not much the matter, when there are not very expressive- 
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symptoms, while the child is very ill ; and again, when there are 
profound symptoms regard the illness dangerous, when there is 
only general oppression. 

We learned something about piles too. 

Hoping some points of interest may be gleaned from these cases,. 
I submit this report. 

Rheumatism Aborted. — A writer (in Eclectic Medical Jour- 
nal) claims to arrest rheumatism as follows: "The main points in 
treatment are, first: Intense fever and high bounding pulse, I com- 
mence with verat. vir., 2 drops, aconite, one drop, repeated everv 
hour, till the force and frequency of the circulation are abated, 
which is sure to be affected in twelve hours if the drugs are good 
and strong, and are faithfully given. At the same time I combine 
salicylic acid, 70 grains, and quinine, 20 grains, well rubbed to- 
gether, then divide into 10 powders, one to be given every two 
hours. 

******** 

This treatment has never failed to break the force of the disease 
in twenty-four hours. The salicylic acid and quinine are contin- 
ued on the second day at longer intervals to prevent the acute 
symptoms returning. 

" I usually give the quinine and salicylic acid in syrup of wild 
cherry. If there is much pain, I resort to some anodyne, but avoid 
opium as much as possible. Cypripedium, or hyoscyamus, is pre- 
ferred. 

What Means can be Judiciously Used to Shorten the 
Term and Lessen the Hours of Labor? — In describing linger- 
ing labor,^Dr. Jno. Morris, of Maryland, divides it into three stages: 
First, when the head remains high up ; second, when it has de- 
scended into the pelvic cavity, but the parts are tense and undilat- 
able ; and, third, when the child inhinges with perineum. He ex- 
plained the procedure to be used in all these conditions, and at 
what time to employ them. These procedures were: detaching 
the members around the ceivix with the finger in the firbt stage,, 
dilating with the pulpy part of the finger and stretching it cau- 
tiously during each pain. Forcible external compression, pushing 
the cervix over the occiput ; the administration of opium or ergot, 
but never in first cases, and finally chloroform. These means all 
failing, the only alternative is the forceps. The doctor further said 
that if the means he suggested were employed, laceration of the 
OS and perineum, those detes noir of modern medical literature, 
would be obviated, and post-partum hemorrhages, that greatest of 
all complications in labor, would be prevented. — Peoria Med, 
Monthly, 

Note on Disinfectants.— Dr. W. E. Buck writes: Most prac- 
titioners must have often realized the ineflliciency of disinfectants 
in allaying the fcetor of cancerous ulcers an annoyance which some- 
times troubles patients, even more than the pain, or the thought of 
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death. I have used the whole round of disinfectants for cancerous 
ulcers, but all have failed in allaying the foetor and keeping the 
ulcer clean. The disinfectants tried were carbolic acid, sanitas, 
terebene, resorcin, creasote, boroglyceride, chloride of zinc, char- 
coal, etc. After failure with these, I tried a saturated solution of 
hyposulphite of f:>oda added to an equal quantity of water, and 
found it exceedingly efficacious. The ulcerating surface was well 
syringed and washed with the solution, and was then covered 
with rags steeped in the solution. The granulations were kept 
clean, and the foetor was well kept under. Most disinfectants seem 
to lose their virtue after a few days' application, but I have used 
this one for months on the same patient with continuous good 
effects. It is cleanly, has no smell, does not stain, and is very 
cheap. — British Med, JoumaL 

Local Application of Vaseline in Scarlet Fever. — I have 
found nothing so efficient in relieving the burning and itching sen- 
sation of the eruption of scarlet fever as the inunction of the whole 
body with vaseline. T'he vaseline is simply used by being well 
rubbed upon the surface of the body with the hand, once or twice 
a day, and continued as long as the patient complains of burning 
and itching of the skin. These inunctions soothe and calm the 
patient in an astonishing manner, and are rarely required beyond 
two or three days. 

On the appearance of the stage of desquamation, I have the 
whole body well sponged once a day for a week with the follow- 
ing wash : 

B Hyposulphite of soda 3 viij. 

Carbolic acid, No. i, 3 j, 

Glycerine 3jss, 

Aqua 3 viij. 

M. S. Shake well, and sponge the body well after the wash 
has been made tepid by placing the vial containing it in a pan of 
hot water. 

This sponging should be done in a room of equal temperature ; 
and immediately after each sponging the body should be well dried 
with a soft towel, and the patient protected against taking cold. 
This process should be continued for at least a week ; and it has 
not only the advantage of healing the new skin, but that of disin- 
fecting the particles of desquamated skin, and thereby lessens the 
infectious character of the period of desquamation. — Dr, y, B, 
Johnson in Med, and Surg. Rep, 

Effects of the Internal Administration of Glycerine. — Dr. 

Tisne speaks highly of glycerine as a therapeutic agent internally 
administered. He states (Gazette des Hopitaux, March 17, 883), 
that it causes no irritation to the mucous membrane of the diges- 
tive tract beyond exhibiting a slightly increased perstaltic move- 
ment. It exerts a beneficial effect upon nutrition, increasing the 
weight and palliating many of the distressing symptoms in phthisis, 
such as loss of appetite, diarrhoea, night- sweats, and insomnia. Its 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Souths r.N Ivikdical Record. 34^ 

action upon the liver is manifested by an increase in size of the 
organ and by a more abundant flow of bile. It has a diuretic 
effect and increases the excretion of urea, the chlorides, and the 
phosphates. The alkalinity of the urine is diminished, and if any 
pus be present in this fluid it is greatly lessened in amount. — 
Peoria Med, Monthly, 

A New Remedy for Malarial Fever. — Dr. Carlo Magliere 
speaks very highly of a remedy which has been in popular use in 
some parts of this country for some time. It is a decoction of 
lemons. He had his attention diawn to it while visiting another 
section of his country, and after experimenting with it was aston- 
ished at its beneficial effects in all sorts of malarial fever. He re- 
ports some truly remarkable cures effected by it. He recommends 
the decoction made of the fresh lemon, cut into slices and boiled 
in a new earthen pot. It is to be given four 4iours before the 
fever. He gives the results arrived at with this decoction as fol- 
lows, and urges further experiments to be made : 

1. The decoction of lemons in malarial affections gives results 
equal to and better than quinine. 

2. It is not only active when quinine is active, but even after the 
latter drug ceases to be active. 

3. It is not less active in chronic malarial affections. 

4. It does not present any of the disadvantageous effects of qui- 
nine. 

5. Its administration is possible also in catarrhal conditions of 
the digestive tract. 

6. Its cheapness renders it eminently popular. — Courier of 
Medicine, 

Cannabis Indica in Menorrhagia. — ^Two correspondents to 
the British Medical Journal call attention to the value of cannabis 
indica in the treatment of menorrhagia* The ordinary tincture 
may be given in ten or twenty minim doses, repeated once or twice 
in the twenty-four hours. It has no evident control over hemor- 
rhages from other causes. The following prescription is highly 
vaunted by Mr. J. Brown, of Bacup, who says that the failures 
after its use are so few that it may almost be regarded as a spe- 
cific : 

R Tine, cannabis indicae m xxx, 

Pulveris tragacanthse comp 3 j, 

Spts. chloroformi (Br.) f. 3 j. 

Aquae q. s. ad f- 3 U* 

M. Of this one ounce is to be given every three hours. — Ex, 

Ergot in the Treatment of Congestive Headache. — Dr. 

Charles T. Rogers, ef Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, writes us re- 
garding the above subject, referring to an article by Dr. J. L. 
Corning [in The Record of December 23d]. Dr. Rogers thinks 
that the value of ergot in this trouble is not appreciated. He gives 
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it in lar^e doses (3 j of fluid extract) and would not be afraid to 
repeat it within an hour. He combines it, generally, with a full 
dose of bromide of potassium (g;r. xl or more). The combination 
is much more effective than bromide alone. Dr. R. says that he 
is not at all afraid to use ergot in large doses. He has seen J ss. 
given for pulmonary hemorrhage without toxic symptoms follow- 
ing. — Southern Clinic. • 

Did Syphilis Exist in America Before the Discovery 
by Columbus. — In refutation of the affirmative, which has been 
asserted by some, Dr. William F. Whitney (Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, April 19, 1883) concludes that the evidence pre- 
sented thus far does not as yet clearly prove the existence of syph- 
ilis in this country previous to the landing of the Spaniards. The 
conclusive proof is still to be furnished by an extensively and 
symmetrically diseased skeleton, or by a skull presenting a typical 
•case of caries sicca, as described by Virchow, in his Archives, 
vol. XV, p. 243. The exostosis noted on the bones of the legs of 
skeletons found in Indian burying- mounds and preserved in mu- 
seums, might have been readily caused by violence and many other 
■agencies than syphilis. 

Pruritus Ani. — Pruritus ani, says the New York Medical Re- 
cord, often proves a most annoying and obstinate symptom, per- 
sistently refusing to yield to our therapeutic endeavors. It is 
therefore, veiy comforting to be assured that we have, in two well 
known drugs, two equally efficient specifics. Thus, Dr. Steele, 
of Denver, (Lancet and Clinic), has found quinine sulphate, rub- 
bed up with only sufl[icient lard to hold it together, a never-failing 
specific in this affection. He uses it in both pruritus ani and 
vulvae. The nearer you get to the full strength of the quinine, the 
more efficacious will it prove ; and some other physician is simi- 
larly confident about the local application of Peru balsam. Hence, 
we are told, there need be no more itching about the anus, and 
medicine has achieved a new triumph. Selah ! — GaillanTs Med, 
yournal. 

Vegetable Nature of Croup. — Dr. Ephraim Cutter, in a 
paper read before the American Society of Microscopiats, claims 
that the false membrane of croup is a parasitic vegetation. 

In a report by Prof P. F. Reinsch, on a specimen furnished him, 
it is settled that the larynx and trachea bear a remarkable fungoid 
vegetation, belonging to three, or at least two, diflTerent fungi. In 
the upper part of the larynx are prevalent cells of more rounded 
form, doubtless different states of evolution belonging to one or 
two diflTerent species of Hyhomycetes, The lower part of the lar- 
ynx, as well as the trachea, was found overgrown with filmenta- 
ceous cells, inclosing short, rounded cells, resembling very much 
the mycelivm, with interspersed spores characteristic of the muco- 
rineae. — Ex, 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



Copperhead Venom. — Dr. I. Ott, (Virginia Medical Monthly, 
February, 1883), comes to the following conclusions : 

1. The venom of the copperhead is weaker in toxic activity than 
"that of the rattlesnake. 

2. The heart, with both kinds of venom, becomes greatly pros- 
trated, and in rapid deaths is their main cause. 

3. The venom of either snake does not affect the sensory 
nerves. 

4. The sensory centers are affected by both venoms. 

5. The muscular excitability continues to be little affected at the 
time of death by the poison of. the copperhead. 

6. The two venoms greatly resemble each other in physiologi- 
cal activity. 

7. The cardiac force, rythm, and frequency are lowered by both 
venoms. 

8. The arterial tension is greatly lowered by both venoms. 

9. The blood, after copperhead-poisoning, shows no microscopic 
chang-es of its globules, and no difference in its spectrum. — Med, 

-and ^urg. Rep, 

The Inventor of the Telephone. — The assertion that Bell is 
not the inventor of the telephone, and the fact that proof positive 
exists to fully sustain the assertion, is a matter of no ordinary in- 
terest to every intelligent reader. Prof. S. B. Thompson, of Eng- 
land, has very thoroughly investigated the inventions and re- 
:searches of Johann Phillipp Reis, a German ; and he finds that 
this man discovered the electric transmission of speech in 1860-61, 
and that he used devices and instruments corresponding with those 
now used in what is known as the Bell system of telephony. 

The full establishment of the facts as presented crushes the Bell 
telephone monopoly as with the weight of a mountain. The tele- 
phone becomes the property of the world, open and free to all. 
This is a consummation devoutly to be wished for. It is true, as 
-observed by Dr. Channing, "there is a menace in connection with 
its present control, which justly awakens public concern. Rapa- 
cious hands have clutched the throat of the telephone to extort 
oppressive tribute for every word which it utters. In the light of 
historic facts, the decision of the courts of the United States, that 
Bell i<* the discoverer of a new and useful art (the electric trans- 
mission of speech), to which he has exclusive title must be re- 
versed as speedily as possible, that our courts may retain the re- 
spect of the people of the United States." — Pop. Set, News. 

Showers of Iron. — In the News for July, we referred to the 
occurrence of iron in meteoric dust. Inquiries have since been 
addressed to us concerning the phenomenon ; and a few addi- 
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tional words on the subject may be of interest to our readers in* 
general. 

On the night of the 29th of March, 1880, there was a fall of 
meteoric dust, accompanied with rain, at Catania, in Sicily. This 
dust, besides having the red color, mineral, and organic particles, 
and minute infusoria frequently observed before on similar occa- 
sions, was especially interesting, because it contained a consider- 
able quantity of iron, either in a pure metallic state, or in metallic 
particles surrounded by an oxidized crust. The fragments were 
of sizes varying from one to ten hundredths of a millimeter in 
diameter. Some were of an irregular, others, of a perfectly spheri- 
cal shape, as if they had been suddenly fused. All were immedi- 
ately attracted by the magnet. This fact (discovered for the first 
time in dust gathered on board of a ship in the Indian Ocean on 
the night of the 24th of January, 1849, and afterwards confirmed 
by Professor Nordenskjold on the "Vega" in the Arctic and other 
seas), as a scientific writer remarked at the time, is "of immense 
importance to physical and geological science, as proving that iron, 
which is not known in a pure metallic state on the surface of the 
earth, is to be regarded as of extra-terrestrial or cosmic origin,, 
establishing a link between the earth and tlie chaotic material dis- 
persed over the universe, and as being also in strict relation with 
the phenomena of aerolites and meteors." — Pop. Sci, News. 

Household Ventilation. — Dr. Russell, in the Glasgow Health 
Lectures, says of the ventilation of the house-rooms : 

"Minimize as we may the progressive contamination of an en- 
closed inhabited space, the contamination is still progressive, and,, 
without renewal of the air, in a few hours you will reach the 
boundary beyond which lies impaired health. Open your win- 
dows, pull up your window blinds, turn up your mattresses and 
bedclothes, and every morning let the products of the night be 
swept out by the incoming current of fresh air. Then, all through 
the day, remember to have a small chink open at the top of your* 
windows ; or, better still, raise the lower sash, close the opening 
beneath with a piece of wood fitting closely, and so the air wilL 
enter at the junction of the sashes, and pass upwards without, 
draught. The secret of ventilation without draught is a little and 
constantly. Once permit the air to become close and stuffy, and,, 
the moment you endeavor to remedy this result of carelessness, a 
cold draught will rush in, and the fear of injury will prompt you 
to stop it. The mere fact of living in a close atmosphere begets a 
shivery, susceptible condition of the body, which is intolerant oF 
the slightest sensation of chill. If you accustom yourself and 
your children to fresh air, the vital heat is sustained, and even a 
draught becomes exhilarating. — Ibid. 

Variety of Colors. — "About fifteen thousand varieties of color^ 
are employed by the workers of mosaic in Rome, and there are 
fifty shades of each of these varieties, from the deepest to the 
palest ; thus affording seven hundred and fifty thousand tints^ 
which the artist can distinguish with the greatest facility." — Ex^ 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 

Hypophosphite of Lime in Cancer. — Dr. J. B. Johnson, in 
Medical and Surgical Reporter, says : Some time ago I received 
a copy of a lecture by Dr. Hunter McGuire, of Richmond, Va., 
on the subject of "Cancer of the Breast," in which he recom- 
mended the use of hypophosphite of lime and soda. His for- 
mula is : 

R Hypophosphite of lime and soda S ss, 

Diluted phosphoric acid 3 ss, 

Distilled water 3 viij. 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful in water three times a day, and when in- 
dicatedf he sometimes uses in addition, arsenic and iron in the forms 
of chlorides of arsenic and iron. 

At the time of reading the lecture I had under my care two cases 
of cancer, one of the breast and one of the ear, at the angle ot the 
left jaw. About a year before I was consulted in the case of 
cancer of the breast ; the breast had been entirely excised ; but 
the wound made no effort to heal, and grew to be an ulcer two 
inches wide by two inches long. The cancer of the ear also pre- 
sented an ulcer, irregular in shape, covering the space of an inch 
or more in extent. I gave at once internally — 

R Hypophosphite of lime 3 iss. 

Bromide of potassium 3 ij. 

Fowler's solution 3 iss. 

Aqua destil ; 3 viij. 

M. Sig. Dose, a tablespoonful every three hours. 

R Tar ) ,. 

Alcohol ^ aa. 5 J. 

M. Sig. Apply freely to the ulcers three times a day. 

Both patients have been using the above prescription for six 
months, and the progress of the cancers is not only arrested, but 
the ulcers almost healed. There is no doubt that the progress of 
the cancer can be delayed by the use of the hypophosphites in 
combination with arsenic. 

For Torpid Liver. — ^The following is suggested by Professor 
DelaBeld, of New York : 

R Podophyllin gr. 2, 

Hydrarg bichlorid gr. i, 

Pulv. ipecac gr. 4, 

Ext. colocynth co gr. 10. 

M. Ft. pil. No. 20. 

I would give him a pill composed of these ingredients in the 
above propoations, and let him begin by taking three such pills 
each day. He may then gradually lessen the number as his symp- 
toms improve. — Gazette, 
3 
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Naphthol for Local Sweating. — From the New Orleans 

Medical and Surgical Journal, for June, we note that the Reper- 
torie de Pharmacia gives the following formula for hyperidrosis, 
or excessive sweating of the hands, feet and axilla : 

Naphthol 5 parts, 

Glycerine lo parts, 

Alcohol loo parts. 

To be used as a lotion twice a day, afterwards dusting the parts 
with pulverized starch or with a powder made as follows : 

Pulverized naphthol 2 parts, 

Starch lOO parts. 

For perspiration of the feet, a pledget of cotton impregnated 
with the above powder is placed between the ioes,— Journal de 
Medecine et de Chirurgie I^ratique. 

•*Pain-Killcra." — "New Idea" gives the composition of two of 
these nostrums, as follows : 

1. Richter's Pain Expeller. 

From ICO parts of capsicum make 6oo parts of tincture ; add a 
solution of 22 parts of soap in lOO of water ; add thereto : 

Water of ammonia 3cx> parts. 

Camphor 30 ** 

Oil of rosemary 10 " 

Oil of lavender 10 " 

Oil of thyme 10 '* 

Oil of cloves 10 ** 

Oil of ci*.namon i^ ** 

Sugar coloring q. s. 

Mix and filter. 

2. Perry Davis' Pain Killer. 

Myrrh \\ fcs, 

Capsicum 10 ozs. 

Opium 8 " 

Benzoin 6 " 

Guaiac 3 " 

Camphor 10 " 

Alcohol 5 gals. 

— New Remedies. 

Per BxcOriatde Nipplea. — ^As an application to excoriated nip- 
ples the following is recommended : 

R Balsam Peru 3 j, 

Olei 3 jss. 

Aquae 1], 

Mucil. acaciae 3 jss. 

M. Sig. Apply after last nursing, the nipples having been care- 
fully cleansed. — Mx 
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Eczema of the Hands. — Dr. Van Harlingen in Philadelphia 
Medical Times, says : Many cases of acute eczema of the hands 
get well under the use of a saturated solution of boracic acid, and 
Uiis application is particularly useful where there are numerous 
vesicular lesions inclining to coalesce and break down into eczema 
rubrum. 

In such forms of the disease it is also that the old and tried cala- 
mine and zinc wash frequently proves efficacious. It is composed, 
as follows : 

ft Pulv. calaminis prsep 3 i, 

Pulv. zinci oxidi 3 i-3 ii, 

Glycerinae 3 iii, 

Aq. rosae S iv. 

M. I have recently used with advantage a solution of sulphate 
of zinc in water : 

ft Zinci sulphat 3 ss, 

Aquae O i. M. 

Also ointments of oleate of zinc or oleate of bismuth may be 
of service in some cases of acute and subacute eczeiia. The oint- 
ment of oleate of bismuth is most conveniently prescribed accord- 
ing to the following formula : 

ft Bismuthi oxidi 3 i, 

Acid oleici 5 i, 

CeraB albae 3 iii, 

Vaselini 3 ix, 

Ol. rosae /w ii. 

M. This very elegant pharmaceutical preparation was first sug- 
gested by Dr. McCall Anderson, several years ago, and it is a most 
useful remedy in eczema of whatever locality, but its action is par- 
ticularly satisfactory in eczema of the hands. 

One which I have employed in many cases with most satisfac- 
tory results is the ointment of calomel and zinc : 

K Hydrarg. chlor. mite gr. x-xxx, 

Ung. zinci oxidi 2 i. M. 

Remedy for Migraine, or Hemicrania. — ^The following is 
Dr. Hermann Hager's Pulvis anti-hemicranicus imperialis— 

ft Quinidae sulphatis 1.50 gm.= 24 grains, m 

Caflfeinae i.oo gm.as 15 * 

Acidi tartarici i.oo gm,^^ 16 " 

Morphiae purae 05 gm.-^ f " 

Sacchari albi 10.00 gm.>-si5o " 

Mix, and make into five powders. 

One of these is to be taken mornings and evenings. Sai^ to be 
a sure remedy in hemicrania. If necessary, the quaqtity of mor- 
phia may be slightly increased. Feebly persons should divide each 
powder in two parts, and take both within an hour. Black coffee 

is the best vehicle for administering these ppwderg^^^iS'^. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

Reokiptsd SUB8GXIBKR8 Will be published In onr next. 



NOTICE.— 1/any of our 6ub8crib€r8 have forgotten lu in the matter 

of remitting their dues. Friends, please attend to this master at once. 

We are obliged to have money to run the Journal. Our printers are 

Cash men, W. 

EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

Pbof. Powell, oar Senior Editor has returned ftom bis summer jaunt at Blue 
Ridge SpringH, Virginia, with health, flesh and spirits all improved. He now wants 
every poor Doctor in the land to take the Rbcx>bd, that they may learn of the bene- 
fits of Mineral water. The Doctor now modestly concedes what has been often 
said of him, that he is a **big marL" His present avoirdupoise is 220. W. 

Cholera.— Reports of cholera indicate a subsidence of the disease at the points 
where it has prevailed, and it is now believed that we wili escape the apprehended 

visitation of this dreaded scourge in the United States. 

• 

Yellow Fsveb is prevailing to some extent in the West Indies and in Mexico, 
but with the strict quarantine regulations now in force, and the £etct that the season 
is well advanced, we may hope that our country will not be visited by the disease 
the present season. 

PBEKiinc Offer for New Subscribers.— Bee the premium offer of a beautiftil 
and interesting monthly (The CoirriirENTAL) for new subscribers to The Record. 
It may be found under our Si>eoial Notice head. The proposition will be open until 
further notice. 

Fredrick Btearvs A Co., Detroit.— The advertisement of this great Drug 
House referred to editorially in our last, was unavoidably crowded out of that issue. 
Don't flail to examine their insert in the present number. 

Medical CoLLEOES^The whole number of medical schools in the United States, 
not including the Irregular schools, is put down at 49. Amongst these are three 
Female Medical Colleges— one at New York ; one at Chicago, and one at Philadel- 
phia. There are possibly others of which we have not heard. There is a medical 
college for colored people at Nashville, Tenn. 

No, Sir!— To the question, "Are the Editors of The Record responsible for the 
sentiments, or do they vouch for the truth of statements made in the articles of their 
correspondents ?*' We reply that of course we are not so responsible. We give place 
oft times to opinions and statements vhich we do not endorse. Our columns are 
open to the ftee expression and interchange of opinion by the brethren of the pro- 
fession, and we do not otject to fair and honorable reply and criticism to anything 
found in our pages, but rather court it as a method of mutual instruction, and as a 
means of advancing medical science and developing the medical literature of the 
country. 



AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

The Annual Meeting of the Academy will be held at the New York Academy of 
Medicine, 12 W. 31st Street, New York, on Tuesday, October 9th, (three o'clock p. x.), 
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MEDICAL MINISTRY, 

[OmoitMtal Ao>n 2(U< monUh^ 

In the ministry of medicine the physioian is the servant of tlie people. Yet, at 
the same time, he is master of the situation ; for, under Gk)d, he holds the people*B 
lives, ss it were, in his hands, and to him they look for proteetion and defenoe 
against the dreaded and hydra-headed monster. Disease, and his ail-conquering 
ally. Death. 

But, to be vested with this power— with these saored prerogatives, the minister 
of medicine must be a first-class man in every respect— flrst-class in his moralities, 
his eharaoter, acquirtments and his skill. We should have Chevslier Bayards in 
medicine as well as in military and political circles, men without fear or reproach, 
and who do not consider any attainment too great to acquire in the grand and mo- 
mentous work of adapting medical science and practice to the rescue of the world ^s 
suflbrers firom disease and the tortures of a lingering death. 

It has been said that the oommisslnn of one unworthy man to the practice of 
medicine, was a direct means of demoralization. And why ? Because the practice 
of medicine— and we say it with pride and gratiflcatlon— the praetioe of medicine is 
a moral work. No science, especially one of such superior elements as that of medi- 
cine, can have a basis independent of an elevated, moral tone far superior to man— 
fax above the finite conception of the human mind. 

Not to recognize this unseen, but producing and propelling power of Omnipo- 
tence behind the laws that govern and interpret the science of medicine, is to Ignore 
the presence of Nature and of Nature's GkKl in that science, which is> most illogical 
and unscientific position to assume, and is ai»o calculated to lower the tone of the 
whole medical profession and prostitute to base uses the noblest art of earth— that 
of healing the bodily ills of mankind. 

As the character of no man is considered rounded and complete without the 
symmetrical finish of a moral development : so, the statue of the profession he rep- 
resents will be moddeled in accordance with the exalted tone of his own ideas and 
desires. Then if the moral character of every physician 8> ould advance t ^ comple- 
tion side by side with the grand possibilities of progressive medicine, he would be 
trul) fitted and equipped for the high position of his calling, for I can but believe 
that there is a time in the future when the minister and the interpreter of medicine 
will understand and master the laws that govern the human organization, he will 
be able to preserve these caskets of marvellous workmanship committed to his care 
by the great Law*Giveb, and that contains the mystery of the still more marvellous 
soul of man. I can but believe the physician will yet be able to preserve these cas- 
kets in their natal strength and beauty, and resign *hem at the flat of death, only 
when man has lived out in both mental and physical vigor the full length of his 
allotted days 

Tne Sbekinah of medicine will have burst in all the refn'gence of its glory upon 
the medical world, and the physician will be known, loved and honored as the 
truest and best bene&ctor of the human race— without a fear, and as earth's best 
boon in the ranks of men. T. 8 P. 

GEORGIA MEDICAL A&isOClAlION. 

A writer in the Atlanta Medical Register complains of the 18.00 assessment upon 
members, and thinks that a smaller fee— the Transactions to be printed in a cheaper 
form— would result in bringing out more members by encouraging the village and 
oonntry Doctors to join, and would be productive of much good. 

If the Society would publish the Irausaciions in the Southern Medical Re- 
COBD, it wnuld cost much less money and would reach ten to one of its present 
readers. It could be done in a single issue as a Supplementary Department of the 
Journal, and in one or two months after the adjournment 

PROFESSIONAL SECRETS. 
The true and honorable physician will not, under any circumstances, disclose 
the secrets of his patient The public and the courts approve and recognize thi^ 
duty of the practitioner. In a recent decision of the Supreme Court of Missouri, it 
was held that a physician could not be compelled, on the witness' stand, to dii^close 
a fact obtained by diagnosis of the case, even where the patient had not specially 
ei\joined confidence, it being now well understood and confirmed by common con- 
tent and osa^, that the ph^Qian wlU not cUsclose the secrets of his patients. 
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ROTHELN. 

An erapUve diMase which nearly-antwen to this afleotlon as daflorlbed by aa- 
thon, l8 now prevalent in ttaia vicinity, and is proclaimed and treated as AonrM 
fewT by some of onr practitlonerg, which disease it closely resembles. 

Rotheln is the German synonim for the Khvhtiaa of the English. In America it 
has not, until within the last few years, been designatcHl by either of the names men- 
tioned. A majority ol onr practitioners not being conversant with the many later 
distinctions of the various Bkln affections, have classed and treated the disease as 
Scarlet fever, measles, etc. 

Rhubella, Rubeola Bine Catarrho, False Measles, German Measles are the sev- 
eral names which have been applied to the disease. It has been defined ** A specific 
eruptive fever, the lash appearing during the first day of the illness, beginning, 
usually on the ftice, in rose red spots, extending next day to the body and limbs, 
subsiding with the fever on the third day, and not preceded by catarrh or fbUowed 
by desquamation. 

It is considered contagious. The diagnosis is often confhsed by the in<ddental 
presence of catarrh or sore throat. It is a mild alfeotion, and usually recovers spon- 
taneously in three or four days. We are in the habit of prescribing a mild laxative 
in the outset and the use of the following to allay the fever, if high— 

Tinct aconite....... « ....6 drops. 

Water ^ „ „ 4 ounces. 

Teaspoonful every one to two hours. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Transactions of the Medical Society of Pennsylvania, held at Norriatown, May 
1888 ; 609 octavo pages, bound in cloth. 

Officers elect for 1884 : President— Henry H. Smith. 

Vice-Presidents : 1st. Ellis Phillips, SchnylkiU Co. 2nd. H. B. Van Balsah, 
Clearfield Co. 8d. J. W. Kerr, York Co. 4th. S. S. Schulta, Montour Co. 

Secretaries: Wm.B. Atkinson, Philadelphia; Morris S. Fouoh, PhlladelphiA ; 
John S. Lee, Philadelphia. 

Treasurer : Benjamin Ijee, Philadelphia. Wm. B. Atkinson, Chairman of Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

Many able and Instructive papers are contained in this book on various sul^ects 
of interest which we have not space to detail. We have always found the Pennsyl- 
vania transactions large, neatly bound and valuable. The next meeting is appointed 
for Philadelphia, the first Wednesday in May, 1884. 

Transactions of the Michigan Slate Medical Society for the year 1888^ held at the 
Academy of Music, Kalmazoo, Michigan, May 9th and 10th. 

The address of welcome was by E. W. DeYoe, and the President's address by O. 
W. Topping, M. D. Papers were presented by— 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, on Tuvnon of the Soalp. Dr. C. J. Lundy, on Jfrrortof RtfrxuUon. 
Dr. A. R. Smart, on Foreign Body in the Bar, Dr. Eugene Smith, on Ulcere pf the 
Oomea. Dr. H. J. Reynolds, on Urethral ImflafMnaUon, Dr. H. B Baker, on Spi- 
demie Wavee qf Diphtheria 1 r. T. N. Reynolds, on Timely Oaiharete, Dr. J. A. Post, 
Water in HeaUth and Dioeaee Dr. E B. W Rtd^ on Pro bono Pntfeetioni, 

Officers elect: A. F. Whelan, of Hillsdale, President. Horace Tupper, of Bay 
City, 1st Vice-President. J. S. Hamilton, of Tdcnmseh, 2d Vlce-Prasident. H. B. 
Barnes, of Ionia, 8d Vice-President. Augustus Kaiser, of Detroit, 4th Vlce-PresidepU 
Geo. E Ranney, of Lansing, Secretary A. R. Smart, of Hudson, Treasurer. 

The transactions are neatly fcotten up The papers and addr e ss e s are creditable, 
and bespeak a good degree of zeal and interest in the Society and in the profosslju. 
The next meeting will beat Grand Rapids, in May, 1881 We make this suggestion 
to Secretaries of societies : Always designate the time and place of next meeting in 
a note appeoa^a to th9 )m Pf omc^ra ^9Ct, sg th«( It m9j be easily found. 
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FAITH CURES. 

iThere seemi to be, of late» a growing tendency to accept and belleye in the doc 
iHne of Mlraenloas or Faith Cares. Certain prominent mlnlsteze, as the Rev. Mr* 
fiames; oC Kentucky, and others, have yielded their anent to thle idea* and dalm to 
have eared many afflicted people by prayer and the laying on of hands. Br. Oorton 
(New York Medical Times) In an article on this snl^eet makes some very sensible 
remarks tonohlng the inflnence of the mind on disease, and of faith in the drug or 
the Doctor as a therapentlo agent. He truly remarks that— 

*'It8 Influence is not limited to the domain of religion or emotion. We repeat 
that Faith is a mental force exerted in the direction of a particolar obf eot. It may 
be claimed to be a leading fiictor in effecting vital changes in the economy— an in- 
dispensable factor, without which many derangements and defects of the organism 
woold remain irremediable. What would become of the marvelous effects attribu- 
ted to the influence of Inflniteslmals were It not for the existence of the fUth ele- 
ment ? As for us, we are more surprised at the alleged effectB of minutely attenua- 
ted medicines than we are at those of prayer. Home of the cures eflteted by the 
high potencies are more marvelous than the so-called miracles of the saint or the 
religious devotof." 

**We may not know all the sanative and therapeutic agencies Involved In the 
action of a specific medidne, nor those exerted by a strong-lunged orator in prayer 
fbr the same end ; but we are in a position to affirm that a Mtrxmg heU^ in the efficacy 
of «tfA«r,onthe part of both dispenser and recipient, 1b essential to the pioduction 
of a beneficial result. Certainly the patient must believe— have fSedth— in the power 
of medidne and in the skill of the doctor, and the doctor must likewise have fiaith in 
it as well as fslth in himself, or the medicine is shorn of the larger part of its sana- 
tive virtues and the doctor of his i 



PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

Some Remarks on Naso-Anral Catarrh and Its Rational Treatment, by John N. 
MaoKenxie, M.D., late House Physician In BeUevne Hospital, New York, and Chief 
of Clinic at the London Ho.«pltal for Diseases of the Throat and Cheet, Surgeon to the 
BaltiiDore Eye, Sar and Tbroat Charity Hospital. 

Neurotic Pyrexia, with special nfteence to Qplum Addiction, by J. R Matttson 
M. D., Brooklyn, New York. ' 

The Curability of Opium Addiction, by J. B. Mattlson, MJ>., Brooklyn, New 
York. Bead before the King^ County Medical Bodety, Jane 19th, 1888. 

Clinical Notes on Opium Addiction, by J. B. Mattlson, M.D., Broolclyn, New 
York. 

A Personal Narrative « f Opium Addiction, by J. B. Biattlson, M.D., Brooklyn^ 
New York. 

Opium Addiction among medical men, by J. B. Mattlson, M. D., Brooklsrn, New 
York, read before the New Jersey Medical Society, Atlantic City, June 18th, 1883. 

Observations on the management of Bnterlo Fever* aecordlng to a plan based 
npon the so-called Specific Treatment Bead before the College of Phyalolans of 
Philadelphia, January 8, 1888. 

Club-Foot— Simple measures for Its early relief, by DeForest Wlllard, M J>., Lec- 
turer on Orthopiedic Burgezy In the University of Pennsylvania, Snrgeon to the 
Piesbyterlan Hospital, etc. 

Ambulance Service in Philadelphia.. Read at the Aoademy of Music, April 80, 
1888, by DeForest Wlllard, M J>., Surgeon to the Presbyterian Hospital, Lectturer on 
Orthopadic Surgery, University of Pennsylvania. 

Adherent and Contracted Prepace, commonly called Congenital Phimosis. Read 
before the Philadelphia County Medical Society, April U, 1888, by DeForest Wlllard, 
M.D., Lecturer on Orthopeedlc Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania, and Sur- 
geon to the Presbyterian Hospital. 
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SPECIAL ISrOTICE^. 

Ttae Continental Bf asaslne.— We wish to bring to tlie notice of our readers, 
thiB first-class, illustrated, monthly Magaslue. which is published by A. O. Meyer & 
Co., Baltimore, Maryland. The yearly subscription price is only W cents, post-paid ; 
the contents are varied, clear ana interesting, and it is proftisely illustrated. It is 
but little to say lor it, that it is worth three or four times the price asked, and we 
cheerfully recommend your subscription to it. 

AV* Will send The CorUinenUd as a premium to any one sending us the name of a 
new subscriber and our usual subscription price of 12.00. 

Masaqinq Editob of Rboobd. 

Dr. R. M. king. Professor of Physiology and Clinical Medicine, St. Louis Col- 
lege of Physicians and burgeons, says: '*Ihave used lODlA in my practice, and 
so liar it has satisfied my expectations. I regard it as an efficient alterative and a very 
valuable remedy in syphilitic and strumous affections. 1 therefore cheerftilly com- 
mend the preparation, and ask for it a fair trial at the hanus of the profesBion. 

DR. McARTHUR'S Compound Syrup of Hvpophosphltes Is receiving the high- 
est commendation of prominent physicians who have used it with success when 
other preparations have foiled. The care with which it is prepared and the purity 
of the ingredients doubtless contribute to this result. 

Tory Handy.— A fhllset of Ahi*s Splints, containing a splint adapted to every 
fracture in the body can be bought at A. L. HernsUrin'b Surgical Instrument Depot 
in Atlanta at reduced rates, (f25). Address, A. L. HERNSTEIN, AUanta, Ua. 

Dlnbei«a.— The attention of the profession is called to a new remedy for the 
snccessfhl treatment and permanent cure of Diabetes Mellitus, GILLIFORD^S 
SOL UTION of AHaENJTBof BROMINE, This remedy has also proved very use- 
fta in thetreauneut of a variety of nervous affections. Manufaciured and sold by 
R.H. QILLIFORD, M. D., Allegheny, Pennsylvania. In >^'pint bottles, $1.00 ner 
bottle, 910 00 per dozen. Sent by express on receipt of price. Sample ftee to phy- 
sicians. July, 188»-12 ms. 

S%a.xerloaJ. ZaaatruLaaaaaata.— A branch house of the New York establish- 
ment of A. Ij. HBKNSTEIN, has been established in Atlanta, and will constitute a 
convenient depot whereat anything in the Suivical line can be bought or manuibc- 
tured. The Profession throughout tne South should note this as an Important Indl- 
^tion of Southern progress, and should show their appreciation of the same by 
^vlng this establishment their encouragement and patronage. 

MCKESSON A ROBBINS.— This great Drus Establishment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation as reliable and eminently successful business 
men. Their various preparations are of acknowledged excellence and purity, and 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beauty with which they are presented to 
the trade. See their advertisement opposite 1st page of reading matter in this 
journal. 

More of EI«I«10TT'S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor Invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the marke€ The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the £:l- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

PEARK, DA¥IS A CO.— This magnificent Drug establishment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by unremitting perseverance and faithfulness in all their bustnees 
interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and Important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

Wm. R. Warner A Co.— This splendid Drug House, so widely and favorably 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high posi- 
tion. Their preparations are regarded by the profession everywhere as unsurpassed 
for purity and elegance. In respect to their quinine pills, so deservedly popular, the 
lollo wing certificate has been published : 

Phit^adblphia, Psmn., December 22, 1882. 

An analysis of seven samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manuAicturers, was made and published in the American Journal of Pharmacy 



by me, and those made by William R Warner & Co^ were found to be correct as to 
quantity and purity of (Quinine. HENRY TRIMBLE, AntUu^cm ChemUU 

Pnreliaalofr A^eney.— We have established a Purchasing Agency in connec- 
tion with the Record office, by which parties desiring goods of auy kind may order 
through us what they want, wnlch they can obtain at lowest rates and save the ex- 
pense of a trip to the city. Strict attention to the interest of the purchaser will be 
observed in the selection of articles. Subscribers to this Journal will be charged no 
commission for purchases made through this Agency. Cash should accompany 

every order. Address, 

T^r. R, O. "WOTtJy^ Managing Editor, Atlanta. 
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ORIGIN AL" AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



OBSTETRIC SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 



A stated meeting was held September 6, 1883, the President, R. 
A. Cleemann, M. D., in the chair. 

Pace Presentation 'with Pclampsia. — Dr. William T. Taylor 
read the report of a case, as follows : 

"Face presentations are somewhat rare. Dr. Churchill said, 
some years ago, in recording the statistics found, that in British 
practice they occurred once in 292 cases; in French practice once 
in 275 cases ; and in German practice, once in 130 cases. In my 
own practice I have met with about one dozen, and as the last one 
was combined with eclampsia, I will report it to the society. 

"During utero-gestation my patient enjoyed very good health,^ 
having no headache, no swollen limbs nor bloated features, no ver- 
tigo or dimness of vision. There was no deficiency of urine, and 
therefore I did not examine it for albumen. Her appetite was fair, 
her bowels were regular, and she took a moderate degree of exer- 
cise ; so I had no reason to expect trouble when labor began. 

On May 14, 18S3, I was summoned, at 6 a. m., to visit Mrs. C. 
Haley, aged 23 years, a primipara, who was in the first stage of 
labor, having had a show since midnight. On examination, I 
found the os very slightly dilated, with the pains "few and far be- 
tween," and the face of the child presenting, with the chin to- 
ward the sacrum. The nurse informed me tliat the patient had 
not slept during the night, and was very nervous and irritable. 
Her skin was moist, her pulse was normal, and she had urinated 
frequently. I gave her a mixture containing hydrate of chloral, 
bromide of potassium, and valerianate of ammonium, to compose 
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her, and went home to mj breakfast, intending to return in a few 
hours. At eight o'clock her husband came to my office and told 
me that his wife *had had a fit, and could not keep the medicine 
down.' I arrived at the house at 8:30 a. m., and sent immediately 
for some powdered hydrate of chloral and an injection apparatus. 
The patient had had two convulsions, which were ushered in by 
complainings of her head, her face being very red, and her head 
drawn to one side, with the features much distorted. The first 
convulsion occurred when the nurse was about to give the first 
dose of the medicine. Directly after my arrival a third convul- 
sion occurred, and lasted for a minute or more, her head being vio- 
lently drawn to the right side, with jerking of her arms and legs. 
I dissQlved one drachm of the hydrate chloral in about four ounces 
of water, and threw it into the rectun% The fit yielded immedi- 
ately. As she was unconscious, I had an excellent opportunity of 
examining her. The os was dilated to the size of a quarter of a 
dollar, and soft, so that it yielded gradually to the pressure of my 
fingers, when I discovered the face presentation, with the chin to- 
ward the left sacro-iliac junction. 1 endeavored to push the chin 
toward the breast, so as to bring down the occiput in the second 
position of Baudelocque. This I found sonfewhat difficult ; but, 
as the OS dilated under the pressure of my fingers, I reached the 
occiput, and, after several attempts, succeeded in bringing it down 
to a favorable position — the one aforesaid. My patient, by this 
time, was becoming restless and uncontrollable, and, fearing an- 
other convulsion, I again gave her an injection of chloral, which 
quieted her. Having placed her on her back, and brought her to 
the edge of the bed, her limbs being supported by the nurse and 
another woman, the forceps was easily applied, and the head 
brought down below the inferior strait. 1 removed the instrument 
when the head pressed against the, perineum, allowing nature to 
finish the delivery. 

The child, a boy, was still-born, the cord being pulseless. In 
fact, I was apprised of this while endeavoring to dilate the os with 
my fingers, for a significant tremor had passed through the body 
of the child, assuring me of its death. The placenta was re- 
moved quite easily. 

"During all this time my patient was unconscious, and had no 
return of convulsions from the time I gave her the first injection of 
chloral. As her pulse was good and her respiration easy, I ap- 
plied a binder, and, having placed her in a comfortable position, 
left her sleeping. 

On my return, at 5 p. m., she was restless and slightly feverish, 
but, after taking a few doses of chloral and valerian, she was qui- 
eted to sleep. On the next morning. May 15th, she was perfectly 
conscious ; pulse 80, temperature 99° F., and respiration normal. 
She had urinated freely, and, with the exception of slight soreness 
over the abdomen, was very comfortable. She inquired for the 
baby, knowing from her condition that it had been born, but the 
preceding twenty-four hours were to here a perfect blank. 

From this time she had no further trouble, and soon recovered. 
This case certainly showed the beneficiel effect of injections of 
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iiydrate of chloral in controlling puerperal convulsions when they 
are of a nervous form." 

Dr Albert H. Smith remarked that face presentations and puer- 
'peral convulsions presented a large field for discussion. Dr. Tay- 
lor was very fortunate to be able to bring down the occiput and 
keep it down until the forceps could be applied. In this operation 
-a man needed three hands — one to hold the head while the others 
manipulated the instrument. The mechanism of a primary face- 

fresentation, as reported in this case, was difficult to understand, 
t might occur secondarily from obliquity of the uterus and a sud- 
den rush of waters, causing a sudden engagement of the head be- 
fore flexion could be secured. In such cases it was very difficult 
to secure and maintain flexion until the forceps could be applied. 
In the majority of cases of face presentation, even with the chin 
posteriorly, nature was best able to terminate the case satisfactorily. 
It was to this class that the aphorism "meddlesome midwifery is 
bad'' was most applicable. The natural forces work slowly, and 
the neck of the child became accustomed to the extreme exten- 
sion which it had to undergo, while it was very bad to bring a sud- 
den strain on the vertebrae and other tissues of the neck by too 
rapid forcing of the chin into violent extension by means of the 
forceps or otherwise. The consequence of the hasty proceeding 
was a still-born child. The only ground for interference was an 
alarming condition of the child's pulse. If the child's heart was 
beginning to fail, we must take the risk and give it the benefit of 
the chance. The child's head could not be born in a face presen- 
•tation until the chin had engaged under the pubes. The old teach- 
ing was that the chin posterior could not be born ; but he was very 
early undeceived on this point, one of his earliest cases having 
been of that character. He had sent for his preceptor to come and 
bring perforating instruments, but, while awaiting their arrival, 
nature proved equal to the task, rotation occurred spontaneously, 
and a living child was born." 

Dr. B. F. Baer inquired if version by the feet would not be much 
preferable to waiting for nature to deliver in chin-posterior posi- 
tions ? 

Dr. Smith did not mean that we should never interfere in a case 
of this kind, but that a large majority, if left to nature, would ter- 
minate spontaneously by anterior rotation of the chin, with safety 
to both mother and child. He would decidedly negative the pro- 
position of version by the feet, because, the amniotic sac having 
oeen necessarily ruptured by previous efforts to bring down the 
vertex, the waters would have been completely evacuated, and the 
utenis would be in a condition of spasmodic contraction, so that 
an attempt to turn would involve great danger of rupture of the 
organ. The introduction of the hand always increased the risk of 
septic absorption — two terrible risks for the mother, while the child 
was exposed to all the dangers of head-last delivery. He would 
•consider chin posterior presentations natural labors, and would 
allow them to terminate spontaneously unless there was some 
4:omplication demanding version. 

Dr. J. G. Allen coincided with Dr. Smith in his conservative 
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principles. The risks of version to the mother were great — too- 
great to allow it to be performed for the sake of the child. The 
operation of version was not looked upon in so serious a light as 
it should be, under all circumstances. I:: some instances it might 
be very easy, and might terminate well, but in others, apparently 
similar in conditions, the results to the mothers were bad. He 
would not lose one mother to save ten children. He would never 
resort to version unless the labor was impossible under other 
measures. Even after it was skillfully performed the child was 
often still-born. The increased risk to the mother was followed 
by no corresponding gain in safety to the child. 

Dr. R. P. Harris thought the ideas of Dr. Smith were the sanrie 
as held by most eminent obstetricians, and agreed with their prac- 
tice as expressed to him in private correspondence. 

Dr. Baer was willing to be taught. The views expressed this^ 
evening did not harmonize with the teaching of even the present 
day in Philadelphia. He had been taught that version would be 
proper if the case was diagnosticated early and the operation could 
be performed before the waters were evacuated, and it seemed to 
him that the rational thing under such circumstances would be to- 
turn. It was entirely a new light to him to consider chin-poste- 
rior cases as easy, natural labor. He had been taught to look upon 
them as impossible of Spontaneous completion, rotation never tak- 
ing place, the forces in action not being great enough to compel 
it. His own recent experience had led him to doubt this dictum ; 
with one blade of the forceps, used as a vectis, he had without 
difficulty secured anterior rotation. His idea of the impossibility 
of rotation under the circumstances had made him doubt the cor- 
rectness of his diagnosis of the position, but the principles put 
forth this evening reassured him. Might the death of the child, 
causing relaxation, be the cause of the face presentation ? 

Dr. Allen did not expect others to accept his opinion, but in his 
denunciation of turning he alluded to the complete transposition 
of one extremity of the foetal ellipse for the other, and did not in- 
clude the changing of one part of the head for another ; but, in 
the first class, the poor chance of saving the child would not com- 
pensate for the. increased danger to the mother. 

Dr. Smith did not consider the chin-posterior an easy natural 
labor. On the contrary, it was the most difficult of natural labors. 
The chin struck upon the posterior inclined planes and was ro- 
tated to an anterior position, in which it engaged under the arch of 
the pubes exactly as the vertex would. In multiparas, nature was 
able to accomplish this result, but in primiparae assistance in rota- 
tion might be required, and even traction might become necessary. 
In contrasting the dangers incident to verson by the feet and those 
involved in trusting to nature in this condition when the waters 
had been discharged, as they necessarily had, in the attempts to 
bring down the vertex, which would be first tried, we must re- 
member that the child would be tightly grasped by the uterus, and 
that it must be twisted upon its long axis as well as turned to bring 
the nape of the neck under the aixh of the pubes, and that this- 
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procedure would greatly -enhance the danger to both mother and* 
-child. 

I* ' Dr. Taylor, in closing the discussion, remarked that the death of 
the child occurred after it was fully engaged, and was not a factor* 
in causing the face presentation. When he made his diagnosis of 
position, the head was high up, and, the child being small, he had 
no difficulty in bringing the vertex down. — N'. T, Med, Record, 



SOME GENERAL AND SPECIAL FACTS CONCERN- 
ING SYPHILIS. 



Rarely within the first year, and generally after, tertiary syphilis 
arises. The symptoms and signs of this stage are : Skin erup- 
tions of severe types ; bone diseases ; diseases of the viscera. Ot 
the skin diseases rupia, ecthyma and tubercular disease are com- 
mon. These three are easily distinguished from each other. Rupia, 
at first a papule, then a vesical, then an ulcer covered by a small 
greenish scab. The ulcer does not heal, but under the crust it en- 
larges and thus creates (the result of exposure to the air, etc.,) 
another crust under the first and slightly larger than it. The pro- 
cess continues until the patient presents numerous green pyramidal 
crusts, covering underlying ulcers. The formation of the rupial 
crust can be easily explained, thus : Let a dime represent the first 
•crust ; place under the dime a larger coin, a penny ; under this a 
five-cent piece ; under this a silver quarter, and the stratified pyra- 
midal crust of rupia is explained. 

Ecthyma begins like rupia, but instead of a round or circular 
shape is oval. It is covered by a yellowish green oyster shell-like 
flattened crust which, as in rupia, covers an ulcer. 

Tubercular eruptions consist of nodules deposited in the dermal 
and subdermal tissue*. These nodules are the seat of pain of a 
constant dull but severe natuje. Their tendency is to ulcerate, 
and when this occurs they may become covered with crusts or re- 
main ulcers, generally with sharply cut edges. Rupia, ecthyma 
and tubercular eruptions leave cicatrices. They occasion more or 
less constitutional disturbance. They have their favorite sites upon 
which to locate. Rupia and ecthyma appear most commonly on 
the thighs and legs ; the back, arms, forearms, etc. Tubercular 
syphilis appears anywhere, principally on the face, forearms, legs, 
etc. All three prefer the outer portions of the limbs. 

Gummatous tumors under the skin now and then appear. The 
regions abounding in lax connective tissue are their favorite seats ; 
thus, they are met with on the scrotum, etc. Dermal gummata arc 
rather rare. *'Nodes" or bone "gummata," are tumors under the 
periosetum separating it from the bone. Here they occasion severe 
pain, continuous, aggravated at night-time. The pain in gummata 
of the skin is slight, as a rule. Bone diseases, caries and necrosis, 
often occur in late syphilis, and generally the result of the forma^ 
tion of gummata. These gummatous tumors are the result of in- 
flammation, localized, in which the inflammatory product effused 
gradually assumes a gelatinous consistence and is composed of cells 
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resembling those of granulation tissue. The tumor forms under* 
the periosteum, lifting it from the bone and destroying the blood 
channels by stretching or otherwise preventing nutrition of the- 
surface of the bone, hence death of the surface or caries results^ 
Inflammation of the whole bone may occur, resultmg in the for- 
mation of gummata within the cancellous structure and so inter- 
fering by inflammatory exudations with the circulation of the bone- 
that necrosis results. Caries is often, necrosis rarely met with. A 
curious result of syphilitic ostitis is hardening or ivory-like con- 
densation of inflammatory effusions. 

A patient in the Philadelphia hospital died of pneumonia. He- 
had been a syphilitic ; had had ostitis of the tibiae ; section of the 
right tibia showed diffuse sclerosis of the bone. The head ot the 
tibia was enlarged, and in its center were ivory-like condensations- 
of bone ; the same condition was seen in the left tibia, but to a less 
extent. Gummata most frequently occur on the sternum, the- 
tibiae, the cranium ; but any bone may be thus attacked. I have 
known a syphilitic gumma of a metacarpal bone laid open under 
the impression that subperiosteal abscess existed. 

Internal sj'philitic disease (sometimes called quarternary syphi 
lis) means disease of the viscera. Syphilitic subjects frequently 
show, on post-mortem, large cicatrices in the liver, most probably 
the former seat of gumma, which has undergone fibroid change,. 
or having been absorbed, was bucceeded by a growth of fibroid 
tissue. Of the spleen the same may be said. The lungs are liable 
to a deposit of small gummata or tubercle which, when well de- 
veloped constitutes a form of "consumption" which, under treat- 
ment, gives good results. All tertiary syphilitic lesions are the 
result of some form of inflammation. The lungs, liver, spleen, 
testicles, and brain are the viscera most commonly affected ; any 
organ may, however, become the seat of disease, and the diseases- 
which are most common are gummata, fibroid degenerations, amy- 
loid degenerations, growths of connective tissue, and other de- 
generations, as in blood-vessels the early occurrence of atheroma 
points to syphilis. A kidney disease, amyloid defeneration, is now 
and then met" with and exhrbits all the symptoms of that trouble. 
At the same time it must be remembered that a better prognosis 
may be given for those cases of amyloid disease when occasioned 
by syphilis than when due to other causes. The virus of syphilis 
acts only when sufficiently concentrated and^ also, the quality ot 
the virus undergoes with age a change. 

Proofs : First. The virus of syphilis requires time after the pri- 
mary lesion to produce secondary symptoms as eruptions, iritis, 
etc. This is called a period of incubation ; fermentation, growth, 
or concentration of the virus, expressed more plainly. When an 
outbreak occurs the virus is for the time being exhausted. Why ? 
The skin, endeavoring to eliminate from the supercharged ^lood, 
the poison accompanies its assumed function to a certain degree ;. 
when, however, this enumctory is thus severely taxed for a vari- 
able period, the poison occasion* inflammatory skin . troubles, as 
papules, etc. Now comes a stage of rest^ absence from eruptions, 
etc.; the virus is multiplying, growing, and when again suflSciently 
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concentrated another outbreak occurs. Second. The virus changes 
its character, i. Take, for instance, the appearance of the lesion 
in secondary syphilis and contrast them with the serious lesions of 
tertiary syphilis. One and the same virus, without changing its 
quality or character, would produce the same lesions, but the 
lesions of tertiary syphilis differ greatly from those of primary and 
secondary syphilis. 2d. The auto-inoculability of primary lesions 
is very low ; the auto-inoculability of tertiary lesions (pus from 
ecthyma, etc.,) is greater and will produce lesions allied to those 
from which they are taken. 3rd. Primary and some secondary 
lesions will produce when inoculated fromj upon a non-syphilitic, 
chancre followed by general syphilis. The virus from a tertiary 
lesion will rarely produce primary syphilis when inoculated upon 
a non-syphilitic. Ath. The child of a syphilitic parent or parents, 
before tertiary sypnilis has become manifest, will most likely be 
the subject of inherited syphilis, presenting generally secondary 
symptoms within a few months of its birth. The child of parents 
long the subject of tertiary lesions rarely develops syphilitic con- 
ditions, commonly they are strumous. From these considerations 
I think it is justifiable to infer that the virus of syphilis is modified 
by age, and, also, that a certain quantity of the virus is requisite 
before it can or does produce syphilitic signs or symptoms. 

The treatment of tertiary syphilis is simple, and as a rule, satis- 
factory. An important point is the nutrition of the patient. The 
best of food, plain but substantial and plenty of it. brandy two to 
four or six ounces per day, will frequently alone cause the simple 
and less complex symptoms to disappear ; iodide of potassium is 
here as valuable as it is worthless in primary and early secondary 
syphilis. 

The dose must depend upon circumstances. Mercury salts 
should also be given to counteract active virus, but it must be 
watched and given in small quantities. Rupia, ecthyma and ulcer- 
ated tubercles may be advantageously treated by removing Ihe 
scabs and crusts and applying an iodoform ointment of iodoform 
with a mercurial ointment — as a rule this treatment does not leave 
such marked scars as if the crusts were left alone. Internal treat- 
ment must, of course, be given at the same time. When ulcerated 
tubercles are very obstinate the application every third day of one 
part to seven of the acid nitrate of mercury in addition to the 
above frequently facilitates cicatrization. If the ulcer be deep, ob- 
stinate and large, the application of a lead plate (see November 
number, 1882, on '^Treatment of Ulcers by Lead Plate") will cure 
the case. Tonics, fresh air, cleanliness, good food, are invaluable. 
For visceral lesion, the iodides with mercury ; and in a lung case 
especially, the iodide of ammonium, is of great service. Nervous 
diseases due to syphilis are treated in the same manner, care being 
exercised to keep the muscles from undergoing degeneration by 
the current, farradic or galvanic. 

Gummatous tumors, wherever situated, should never be opened 
unless they threaten the destruction of the patient. Large doses 
of the iodides remove them. — Western Med, Rep, 
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BALTIMORE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



A Stated Meeting Held the 26th of March, 1883. 

The Association was called to order by the President, Dr. J. S. 
Conrad, at 8:30 p. m., in the presence of twenty-three members. 

The committee of honor reported favorably on the names of 
Drs. C. D. Smith and John N. Mackenzie, who were then elected 
to membership. 

Drs. Z. K. Wiley and S. J. Fort were proposed for member- 
ship. 

Dr. Cordell reported the following case of "Adherent Placenta 
following miscarriage, accompanied by alarming hemorrhage, ne- 
cessitating its forcible removal." 

A young unmarried girl, aet. 19, who had missed her monthly 
sickness, according to her account, for two months, began to have 
a slight discharge of blood February 6th. This had ceased by 
evening, to return more freely two days later. She passed a large 
quantity of blood, both fluid" and in" clots, until the night of the 
9th, v/hen severe intermittent pains in the back and abdomen set 
in. Being called on the following morning Dr. C. found the os 
firmly contracted. Not being able to find out whether any por- 
tion of the ovum had been passed or not, opium was given freely 
with the object of arresting, if possible, the pains, and preventing 
miscaniage. The pains were relieved but the oozing of blood 
continued copiously, so that at night the patient was much ex- 
hausted. The OS was now softer and patulous and clots of blood 
protruded from it. Deeming the miscarriage now inevitable, and 
fearing the effects of further hemorrhage, he proposed introducing 
a tampon', but the patient obstinately refused to allow it to be done. 
Accordingly she was left for the night as she was. On the fol- 
lowing morning she was very weak and anasmic, suffered with 
giddiness on motion, with nausea and vomiting, fluttering pulse 
becoming very rapid on the least exertion. 

Her dangerous condition was now fully explained to her, with 
the statement that unless she consented to being treated as he 
thought best he would resign the case. Upon these representa- 
tions she consented, and he proceeded to empty the uterus, after 
having given two drachms of Squibb's fluid extract of ergot at in- 
tervals of a half hour. 

During the pains excited by this agent, he introduced two fingers 
of the right hand and found the os soft and patulous, and the sup- 
posed blood clots protruding from it. He had no difficulty in 
reaching the cavity of the uterus, and by pressing down the ab- 
dominal walls (the patient being under the inffuence of chloro- 
form) detaching and withdrawing the placenta, which he found 
quite firmly attached to the fundus. Having thus emptied the 
uterus he passed a sponge tampon dipped in vinegar up to the os. 
The after-birth, which seemed, by it§ size, to indicate a more ad- 
vanced period of pregnancy than corresponded with the patient's 
statement, was found in fragments in the bed among the blood 
clots. The sponge was removed in a few hours, and it was found 
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"that the os was contracting and there had been no hemorrhage. 
The patient is now doing well. (Under the use of the tinct. ferri 
chloridi, whisky, milk and beef tea, she made a rapid recovery, 
and was up on the ninth day. Rep.) 

Dr. Erich spoke favorably of the suggestion made by Dr. Wil- 
liams, viz : to give small doses of ergot frequently for the purpose 
of arresting hemorrhage in threatened miscarriages. He had tried 
it in the case of a lady, two months pregnant, who had had a large 
hemorrhage, giving ten drops every hour until the hemorrhage 
ceased, then at longer intervals. She continued using the remedy 
thus — having recurrence of the hemorrhage at intervals — until the 
fifth month. Then, in consequence of the loss of her father, she 
miscarried twin children. She had, meanwhile, taken a large 
quantity of the remedy. Although he failed to accomplish his ob 
ject of carrying her to term, he felt confident that her pregnancy 
had been proti'acted by the treatment. The case shows that ergot 
will arrest hemorrhage occurring under such circumstances, and 
that it is safe. He has used it repeatedly and always with satis- 
faction. 

Dr. Ellis thought that in recurring hemorrhage without pain it 
would be safe and efficient, but where pains are marked it would 
be a very dangerous agent. 

Dr. Erich said hemorrhage causes abortion by filling the cavity 
of the uterus and exciting contractions. There is then alternate 
relaxation and contraction ; the small doses of ergot render the 
contraction continuous. 

Dr. Browne said a woman having a fall and then threatened 
abortion demands opium, not ergot. The rule is with much pain 
and cervix contracted, give anodynes, if there be flooding, patulous 
cervix and considerable hemorrhage, give ergot. In some cases 
we unite the latter v^ith opium or viburnum prunifolium. In many 
cases of abortion ergot is not applicable. 

The President observed that ergot has two distinct effects, one 
its specific action on the uterus; the other, its vaso-motor or hemo- 
static action. The small doses spoken of, therefore, may produce 
the latter, and not the specific. 

'Ththisis Arrested by an Attack of Typhoid Fever." — Dr. Gil- 
man reported the case of a young lady predisposed to phthisis, her 
father and mother both having died of it. She went to Europe 
after the signs of phthisis had developed in her, had typhoid fever 
in Rome, and came back apparently well. 

Dr. Oilman then referred to a letter received trom Dr. Buckler, 
of Paris, in which the writer takes the view that typhoid fever is 
prophylactic against phthisis. 

By vote Dr. Oilman was requested to present Dr. Buckler's let- 
.ter to the Society at the next meeting. 

'*^What Shall we do with Chloroform" ?— Dr. Jos. T. Smith 
opened the discussion of this subject with a paper, which has been 
published in the Southern Clinic. The conclusion of the paper 
was in favor of chloroform. In children and obstetrics it is not in 
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question, but only in surgical practice. It is far superior to ether 
in its action and effects. Ether kills in but one way, chloroform in 
two. 

Dr. Rohe said it was a mistake to suppose that chloroform is en- 
tirely safe in children. Ten per cent of all the cases of death un • 
der the anaesthetic are observed in children under twelve. He be- 
lieved that the proportion would even reach one-half if the ratio or 
children to adults operated upon were taken in consideration. The 
safety of chloroform in labor depends upon two causes : ist. It 
is rarely given to complete anaesthesia. 2nd. There are good 
grounds lor believing that there is hypertrDphy of the heart at this 
time, as pointed out by Dr. Fancourt Barnes. 

Dr. Erich said one reason of the opposition to ether is that very 
few know how to use it. He had used it for twenty years, and' 
uses it alone. Has not seen any ill effects from it. At first he em- 
ployed the cone formed by a towel, when a half hour was required 
to produce anaesthesia, the room was filled, and the operator be- 
came nearly as drunk as the patient. He used chloroform in labor,.. 
and regards it then as safe, the excitation and pain producing 2r 
tolerance of it. 

By excluding air we get the patient under the influence of ether 
in three minutes — on the average quicker than chloroform. In a 
case of vesico-vaginal fistula only a little over two ounces were 
used. Dr. Erich regularly employs Kobe & Leonard's India-rub- 
ber bag, with mouth-piece. The patient must be prepared for a- 
feeling of suffocation at first, and his hands must be held for a few 
breaths. If he understands fully what is being done he will co- 
operate. After he gets under the influence of the agent we may^ 
give air as freely as we please. Here we may have vomiting after 
the operation, but not during it. In chloroform the reverse is the 
case. The opposition would cease if the proper method of using 
ether were known and practiced. 

Dr. Waters had been present at about i,ooo administrations of 
chloroform. The only case of a threatening character from the 
use of anaesthetics was when ether was used. In that case the 
patient had been sinking. 

Dr. Rohe quoted Lyman's statistics, according to which 104 died 
before the full effect of the chloroform was secured, 105 after. It 
is a mistake to suppose that death always occurs at the beginning: 
of the anaesthesia. 

Dr. J. T. Smith replied that authorities, as Stille, state that chlo- 
roform is safe in childhood. The struggling by ether is not to be 
prevented. In chloroformization, vomiting may be prevented by 
not allowing food for some hours before anaesthesia. 

The President said on the battle-field chloroform was given with 
the utmost feeedom, and there was never any bad result. It was 
only when he got into civil practice that he began to hear of bad 
results. But in twenty years' practice (in which he had given it 
once a week on an average) he had experienced bad results in 
but two cases, viz : In a boy who had strangulated hernia^ for 
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which taxis was being employed, and who became rigid and col- 
lapsed, but was restored by prompt treatment ; in a case of fistula 
where the respiration and heart-beat ceased but were restored by 
treatment. 

One of the greatest recommendations of chloroform is the small 
bulk required, one ounce usually sufficing. — Maryland Medical 
Journal, 



THERAPEUTIC ACTION OF GELSEMIUM. 



By E. W. Lane, M. D., Scarboro, Ga. 



Will you give me space in your valuable journal thai I may say 
something of the action of the eelsemium semper virens^ as it 
has occurred to me in practice. I have been using it for several 
years, and have been observing its effects as closely as I could in a 
country practice. I find that it is useful in a great many of the 
diseases peculiar to this locality. My practice is in what is called 
a malarious district, and almost all the diseases that our people 
have, partake of that form. I know not what the malarial poi- 
son is, but whether it be cryptogamine, baccilli, poison gasses or 
something else, I know that the diseases of this locality assume 
that form in a more or less degree. The nervous system is de- 
cidedly out of order, being in a highly irritated condition. I find 
the gelseminum to be an excellent remedy to quiet the nervous ex- 
citement when given in proper doses and at proper intervals. It 
would be tedious to name all the diseases in which it is useful. It 
is sufficient to say, that whenever there is an exalted condition of 
the nervous system, that its use is indicated; the dosing should be 
just in proportion to the amount of the nervous excitement. If 
the fever runs high, say up to 103° or 104°, I find it best to give 
it in such doses as will produce its physiological effect, say twenty- 
five drops of the saturated tincture in a tablespoonful or two of 
water, every two hours, until its effect is produced. The physio- 
logical effect is to relax the muscular system, and to equalize the 
circulation by its action upon the cerebro-spinal centres, thus con- 
trolling the vasso- motor system of vessels. The skin then becomes 
moist, and the temperature falls, and the patient is then in a proper 
condition to take quinine, though not in such heroic doses as some 
of the profession think best now-a-days, but in four or ^\q grain 
doses, combined with twelve or fifteen drops of gelsemium every 
two hours, until the physiological effect of the quinine is produced, 
and then seldomer, just sufficient to keep up the effect of the qui- 
nine. 

About twenty years ago, cerebro-spinal meningitis prevailed in 
this locality to an alarming extent. Some of those who did not die 
were made blind, and some were partially paralysed. Since that 
time it has made its appearance here almost every year, though not 
to such an alarming extent. We now treat it by nrst bringing the 
patient fully under the influence of gelsenrium; thus controlling; 
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the convulsions, and then using other appropriate remedies, and 
we seldom lose a patient who has been thus treated early in the 
disease. The gelsemium is a decided antispasmodic when given 
in sufficient doses, and in all cases where it is necessary to relax, I 
know of no better remedy. It has other properties also. It has 
a great affinity for inflamed mucous surfaces. It is an excellent 
remedy in gonorrhoea, cataiTh of the head, etc. It also has ano- 
dyne properties, but not so well marked, except pushed to its 
physiological action. I think that when combined with morphia, 
say twenty drops of the gelsemium and one-fourlh grain of mor- 
phia, it is the "best anodyne I ever used. But when combined with 
opium, or its preparations, it seems to lose its relaxing effect, and 
the opium its drastic or sickening effect. It is useful in many of 
the neuralgias. I have known many chronic cases cured, and 
many others materiallv benefitted by taking, fifteen drops of the 
tincture in a little water three times daily, about midway between 
meals. My observation leads me to think it best not to give it just 
before or after eating. 

It is claimed by some that it has parturient properties, but I 
think the idea originated from the fact that it is one of the best 
remedies in rigid os uteri. But then it should be followed by a full 
dose of ergot just as tbe head begins to press heavily upon the 
external organs of generation, which is not a bad practice at any 
time I got into a bad scrape once by neglecting to give the ergot 
after giving the gelsemium. I came very near losing my patient 
from hemorrhage. 

It is often used now hypodermically. I think that Dr. A. F. 
Carr, of (joffstown, N. II., was the first to use it in that wav. He 
used the fluid extract in a case of epilepsj', produced from the long 
continued use of alcoholic stimulants. 

I have used it (the tincture) in that way quite frequently for 
convulsions and neuralgia I use it in ten or twelve drop doses, 
undiluted, for neuralgia. I inject it over, or as near as possible to, 
the seat of the pa^^n. If the desired effect is not obtained, I repeat 
in thirty minutes. A few years ago I was driven to the necessity 
ot usinij it in that way in a case of puerperal convulsions, though 
at that time I had never heard or read of its beine: used in that 
way. It acted like a charm. I have never given a dose of it that 
I ever regretted afterwards. My only regret is that I had not 
known and used it long before I did. 

As to its antidotes, I know but little, never having seen any per- 
son poisoned by it, but from its action I think strychnia, or nux 
vomica, or remedies of like action, would prove antidotal. I have 
had the friends of my patients sometimes to become alarmed be- 
cause the patient complained of dimness of vision, and appeared 
so stupid, and to gratify them, I have given the patient a little al- 
coholic stimulant, or morphia, which very soon proved to their 
satisfaction. — Med, Sununary, 



Neuralgia. — Dr. Verneuil reports a case of obstinate neuralgia 
cured by hyoscyamin, arter resection -f all the ends of nerves 
and even amputation had failed to give relief 
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A DOCTOR'S DIPLOMA BEFORE A JURY. 

The late Alexander H. Stephens used to tell, with great gusto, 
the following story, in which he and Robert Toombs figured : 

A doctor named Royston had sued Peter Bennett for his bill, 
long overdue, for attending the wife of the latter. Alexander H. 
Stephens wss on the Bennett side, and Robert Toombs, then in 
the United States Senate, was for the doctor. The doctor proved 
the number of his visits, their value according to local custom, and 
his own authority to do medical practice. Mr. Stephens told his 
client that the doctor had made out his case, and there was noth- 
ing wherewith to rebut or offset the claim, and the only thing left 
to do was to pay it. "No," said Peter, *'I hired you. to speak in 
my case, and now speak." Mr. Stephens told him there was no- 
thing to say ; he had looked on to see that it was made out and it 
was. Peter was obdurate, and at last Mr. Stephens told Peter to 
make a speech himself, if bethought one could be made. ''I will," 
said Peter, "if Bobby Toombs won't be too hard on me." Senatoi 
Toombs promised he would not, and Peter began. 

'Gentlemen of the Jury, you and I is plain farmers, and if we 
don't stick together these ere lawyers and doctors will get the ad- 
vantage of us. I ain't no lawyer or doctor, and I ain't no objec- 
tions to them in their proper place, but they ain't farmers, gentle- 
men of the jury. Now this man, Royston, was no doctor, and I 
went for him to come and doctor my wife's sore leg, and he come 
and put some salve truck on to it, and some rags, but never done 
it a bit of good. Gentlemen, of the jury, I don't believe he is a 
doctor, any way. There are doctors as is doctors, sure enough, 
but this man don't earn his money, and if you send for him, as 
Mrs. Sarah Atkinson did for a negro boy as was worth $1,000, he 
just kills him and wants you to pay it." 

"I don't," thundered the doctor 

"Did you cure him !" asked Peter, with the slow accents of a 
judge with a black cap on. The doctor was silent, and Peter pro- 
ceeded : 

"As I was saying, gentlemen of the jury, we farmers, when we 
sell our cotton, has got to give vally for the. money we ask, and 
doctors ain't none too good to be put to the same rule. And I 
don't beheve this ere Sam. Royston is a doctor no how." 

"Look at my diploma, if you think I am no doctor." 

"His diploma !" exclaimed the orator, with great contempt. 
"His diploma ! Gentlemen, that is a big word for printed sheep- 
skin, and it don't make no doctor of the sheep as first wore it ; nor 
does it of the man as now carries it ; a good ne^yspaper has more 
in it, and I pint out to ye that he ain't no doctor, at all." 

The doctor was now in a fury, and screamed out : 

"Aslc my patients if I am not a doctor !" 

"I asked my wife," retorted Peter. "She said she thought he- 
was not" 

"Ask my other patients," said the doctor. 

This seemed to be the straw that broke the camel's back ; for 
Peter replied with look and tone of unutterable sadness : "That 
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is a hard saying, gentlemen of the jury, and one that required me 
to die, or to have powers as I have hearn tell ceased to be exer- 
cised since the Apostles. Does he expect me to bring the angel 
-Gabriel down to toot his horn before his time, and cry aloud, — 
'Awake, ye dead, and tell this court and jury your opinion of Sam 
Royston's practice ?' 

'*Am I to go to the lonely churchyard and rap on the silent tomb 
and say to um as is at last at rest from physic and doctor's bills, 
''Get up here, you, and state if you died a natural death, or was you 
hurried up some by doctors ?' He says ask his patients, and gen- 
tlemen of the jury, tJuy are all dead / Where is Mrs. Beaslev's 
man, Sam ? Go ask the worm in the graveyard, where he lies. 
Mr. Peak's woman, Sarah, was attended by him, and her funeral 
was appointed, and he, he, the doctor, had the corpse ready. 
Where is the likely Bill, as belonged to Mr. Mitchell ? Now in 
glory, expressing his opinion of Royston's doctoring. Where is 
that baby gal of Harry Stephens ? She is where doctors cease to 
trouble and infants are at rest. Gentlemen, he has eaten chicken 
enough at my house to pay for this salve. I found the rags, and I 
don't suppose he charges for making her worse, and even he don't 
pretend to charge for curing her, and I am humbly thankful he 
never give her nothing for her inwards, as he did his other pa- 
tients, for something made them all die mighty sudden." 

The applause was great. The doctor lost and Peter won. — 
JRreshyterian Observer, 



SYPHILIS FROM ACCIDENTAL CAUSES. 



When we consider the numerous ways by which this terrible 
scourge may be communicated, it should not surprise us to find 
this enemy often in the midst of the most refined and chaste fami- 
lies, where we would not dare hint at the existence under ordinary 
circumstances. When we know that the tender infant may have 
its pure life-blood forever poisoned by the simple touch of an in- 
fected nurse ; that this child so poisoned, may, with its saliva upon 
the delicate nipple of its mother, give her also the loathsome dis- 
ease, and she may transmit, to her future oflTspring the same disease ; 
the thought becomes appalling from its bare possibilities. 

Wherever there is the slightest abrasion of the skin, there is a 
door of entrance for this disease ; and wherever the virus from an 
infected person can be presented, we have the means of propa- 
gating the evil. 

Public drinking cups, privy seats, money, and the various ar- 
ticles handled by people promiscuously, furnish the media for con- 
veying this disease from the infected to the healthy. 

We cite a case in point : A year ago we were consulted by a 
young gentleman of splendid physique and perfect health, on ac- 
count of a troublesome fever blister on the lower lip which re- 
fused to heal. The sore looked angry and leaden in color, was 
somewhat hardened at its base, and had generally an ugly ap- 
peai*ance. I could not trace it to syphilis. 
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Under all of my efforts it gradually progressed, becoming worse 
:and worse, finally causing the lip to become everted, /thickened, 
-and would bleed from time to time. We some how felt that it 
was syphilitic, but feared epithelioma. I had several eminent 
medical gentlemen to examine the patient and the universal diag- 
nosis was epithelioma: 

It was finally decided to operate, and the patient consenting, I 
accordingly, with the assistance of Drs. R. H. Cowan, O. A. 
Crenshaw, and Dr. S. P. Moore (late Surgeon-General C. S. A.) 
who fully concurred as to diagnosis and the necessity of the opera- 
tion, excised the diseased mass. The patient suffered, just before 
and after the operation, with most intense rheumatic pains at 
' night. 

Three or four weeks after the operation the patient had some 
sore throat, and suddenly broke out with a copper-colored eruption, 
or rather, discoloration ; there was some induration about the mar- 
gin of the wound with a swelling of the submaxillary and sublin- 
gual glands. 

Being very certain now that syphilis was at the bottom of all 
the trouble, I again questioned the young man about the possi- 
"bility of his having drank after any one who might be the subject 
of constitutional trouble. He then, for the first time, recalled the 
fact that a week or two before his fever blister troubled him, he 
had been on a pleasure sail with three other companions in a small 
boat, and they had a small flask of spirits along, out of which they 
all drank, one after another, and he having charge of the helm of 
the boat generally got the last drink ; upon further inquiry, I as- 
certained that the party who drank just before my patient was 
suffering from constitutional syphilis at the time. 

I immediately prescribed bichloride of mercury and kept him 
upon it until he was a well man in every particular. 

We would advise our professional brethren to look closely for 
syphilis in many stubborn cases of skin disease, sore throat, ulcers, 
rheumatism, and other affections of doubtful origin, however light 
the suspicion of syphilis may appear. — Southern Clinic, 



ARNICA POISONING. DOSE— ONE OUNCE OF 
THE TINCTURE. 



By Wm. a. Thom, Jr., M. D., Norfolk, Va. 



On Friday, April 6th, 1 was called to see Luther Phillips, a 
negro laborer, aged 24 years, who four hours before had taken a 

. fluid ounce of the tincture ofSirnica. I found him lying in a state 
of absolute insensibility, breathing eighteen times to the minute ; 
not stertorous ; puhe 100, full and strong ; temperature normal ; 
pupils slightly contracted, but not sufficiently so to attract atten- 
tion without close examination. He was so thoroughly insensible 

. that the application of the flame of a lamp failed to produce the 
slightest reflex action ; the conjunctivae were without sensation. I 
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was told that half an hour after taking the arnica he had been 
found lying as I found him ; there was no vomiting or purging. 
Remembering Dr. Bertin's case, published in the London Lancet 
of November 19th, 1864, in which collapse came on ten hours 
after the ingestion of the drug, I at once ordered drachm doses of 
brandy every fifteen minutes, with hot pediluvia every half hour. 
At six o'clock p. m., ten hours after taking the arnica, he began to 
show signs of returning sensibilitv, only manifested by reflex re- 
sponse to cutaneous irritation. At twelve at night he became 
wildly delirious, remaining in this state for several hours, after 
which he fell asleep, awakening on the morning of the second 
day with a dizziness and inability to walk straight ; great burning 
pain throughout the alimentary tract. During the day he had 
(hree very large watery evacuations, with profuse diuresis. On 
the third day he was quite well. 

The chief interest of this case lies in the fact of its extreme 
rarity. In Bertin's case there were no symptoms until the collapse 
came on ten hours after taking the drug. In mine the effects were 
immediate, and there was never the slightest sign of collapse. In 
both, brandy and hot water were used with like good effects. — 
Virginia Med, Monthly, 



CURIOUS ACCIDENT AT THE PARIS ELECTRICAL 

EXHIBITION. 



The Scientific American quotes from a letter to the London 
Times, an account of an extraordinary occurrence at the great 
"Parisian Electric Exhibition." A gentleman was explaining a 
Brush Dynamo-Electric machine, when part of the conducting 
wire was not insulated and was lying on the floor. He touched 
the stand of a lamp which formed part of the conducting system. 
His body then formed a connection through the ground to the na- 
ked wire, and contracted his muscles so as to cause his hand to 
clinch the lamp. Ten lamps were in circuit at the time, and so 
much current was passed through him that eight of them were ex- 
tinguished. He was powerless to unclasp his hand. Every mus- 
cle in his body was paralyzed. His face was distorted ; his lungs 
were so acted upon that he could scarcely breathe. He could only 
utter a faint and unnatural cry. The workmen in the place fled 
from the workshop, believing that some explosion was about to 
happen. A friend came up and tried to unlock his hand. It was 
impossible. He then lifted his legs from the ground. This broke 
the circuit and his hands were released, while burning sparks flew 
to his hands in the action of breaking the circuit. He was insen- 
sible, but has since then greatly recovered, and has devised an im- 
provement to the lamp^ which will prevent a recurrence of such an . 
accident. — Pacific M, and 5. Jour. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Record. 377 

ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Country and City Doctors. — We extract the following from 
an article on this subject in the Medical and Surgical Reporter: 

A "new physician," who had been trying city practice for some- 
thing more than a year, was at last housed in nearly three months 
by illness. On meeting him one day afterwards, I asked what had 
been the matter ? His answer was a volume compressed into an 
utterance of outraged feeling: "Nothing but bad hills! It was 
nothing but general exhaustion from running after bad bills — and 
mental worry — they wore me out with faithless promises." 

Physicians in the country are sometimes prone to think that city 
doctors do not have to work har^ for their money, and the former 
conclude to remove to the city for an easier field. Unfortunately 
these often find the field so easy that it becomes necessary to move 
back again. 1 he writer has lived in his present location eleven 
years. During that time at least a score of doctors have located in 
the same neighborhood, tried it a few months or years, then moved 
away. Several of these were from the country, men of good 
practice there, but almost clientless here. In the course of a year 
or two several wisely returned to their old neighborhoods, where 
they were known, and doubtless where they were welcomed by 
appreciating friends — tor nowhere does a man feel so lonely and 
helpless as in the wilderness of a great city of strangers. Because 
ten physicians succeed in making a living, with their ofilices near 
each other on a certain street, it is a grave mistake to expect that 
'the prospect promises as much to twenty more because they put 
out their shingles. A few months ago I counted the signs of more 
than thirty doctors in the space of seven squares on this street and 
the immediate cross- streets. One has been removed by disease^ 
one removed himself by suicide, six have sought fatter pastures 
elsewhere. 

Physicians themselves are not always to blame for these mis- 
takes of judgment, especially if they cone from the country. Too 
often they are easy game in the agile hands of adroit real estate 
agents, who so well know how to prai.se up the prospects of any 
neighborhood where they may have a house to let or to sell. To 
illustrate : Some years ago a well-to-do physician from a large in- 
terior town thought he would like to move to this city ; found a 
desirable up-town neighborhood where considerable building was 
in progress, and consulted a local real estate agent that had houses 
to rent. The astute agent soon furnished most satisfactory assur- 
ances of the wisdom of the doctor's project, and clinched his faith 
by citing the case of another doctor who had lately located in the 
same neighborhood, and '^succeeded so well that in a year's time 
he was able to buy a $7,000 house !" Of course, the willing 
doctor rented a house, moved to the city ; in six months discovered 
he had made an unprofitable venture ; tried another part of the 
city for six months more, then moved back to his old home — a year 
and two thousand dollars out, besides business missed. 
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But does ^he city doctor have the easier life ? No. One hun- 
dred dollars in the country will reach as far as three hundred to 
six hundred in large cities, according to location. With fees nearly 
the same among the general rank and file of the profession, it is 
self-evident that the city doctor must do extra work, must sustain 
extra wear and tare of body and mind to come out even. The 
perplexing uncertainties of a city establishment harass the lives 
of city physicians by day and by night. Hence, also, that so many 
city practitioners feel impelled to round out limited receipts by en- 
gaging every spare hour, needed for rest and recuperation, in the 
severe toils of authorship in some form. It is the pressure of cur- 
rent expenses rather than the pressure of overwork, that keeps so 
many pens busy turning out reports, reviews, essays, and books ; 
and hence the publication of so much that is speculative, artificial, 
unreliable, and unsatisfying to the mass of practitioners. To prac- 
titioners m general in cities, professional experience is not so rich 
and varied as in country locations. The hospitals, infirmaries and 
•dispensaries in cities, run by a select few to foster reputation in a 
specialty, or to open paths of introduction to general practice, 
monopolize the great harvest of cases by which beginners are usu- 
ally enabled to gain prompt foothold and win distinguished suc- 
-cess. In cities not the poor only, but many in entirely comfortable 
circumstances, become inmates of hospitals for treatment in cases 
•of accidents, or special diseases, or they receive "out-door" treat- 
ment at their homes through dispensary ministrations ; while in 
country locations all the surgery, obstetrics, eye and ear cases, skin 
and venerial complaints, and the general scope of medical observa- 
tion and treatment come fully under the stud^ of the local practi- 
tioners, thus immensely expanding their opportunities for securing 
Inroad and rich experience and early recognition of professional 
-skill. 

A physician's prosperity must be gauged at last not by what he 
is compelled to spend from year to year, but by what he is enabled 
to save above the current out-go. Ostentation is not wealth. The 
necessity for display is an exacting task-master. 

As compared with large cities, the advantages of country loca- 
tions afford the great mass of physicians much better and safer 
fields for experience and pr^ictice, for professional and social 
appreciation, for mental and moral expansion, for lucrative reward 
and substantial prosperity. Among his unpretentious, honorable 
peers, the honors of his attainments and office make the worthy 
physician in the country a head above men — a light to look up to 
in the commtmity: in the rabble of great cities the physician is 
too often a head below men — a glimmering luminary lost in the 
jostle and confusion of lights. 

" I don't see how all these doctors live/ " remarked a moneyed 
business man to another, within my hearing, on a down-town 
street. During a few minutes' conference on the sidewalk between 
these lords of ample means, two physicians had jogged past in 
their peculiar calash-top vehicles, that here announce the profes- 
.•sional calling. 

**The half of them go with less than half a living," remarked 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Record. 379 

•the one addressed, as they moved down street together. 

Such derisive flings are not made against the respectable physician 
in country places, where the public know that he has an ample 

•exchequer, and besides the income of a good practice, owns a 
good farm or grist mill or several town properties, acquired by 
his frugal management of modest yearly profits. In the country 
such is the general possibility; in the city, the rarest of excep- 
tions. 

It was the testimony of a successful, prominent Philadelphia 
physician, on withdrawing from practice some years ago, that in 

-an experience of a quarter of a century, as his income from prac- 
tice gradually crept up from six hundred a year to three thousand 

<lollars, the expenses of his advancement and social exactions kept 
even pace with his earnings, and left him nothing to lay by for 
future dependence. 

And it need not be imagined by physicians in the country that 
eminent college professors acquire fortunes by practice: many of 
the greatest and the best have died insolvent. In the accessible . 
calm and relaxation that physicians find in country locations with- 

'Out detriment to pocket and prospects, there is a luxury of com- 
fort unknown to the profession amid the almost pauseless din and 
hurr^ of city life. There may he always find equivalent substi- 
tutes for money, when money there is none; but suph is not the 

-case in cities. There he may be greeted by refreshing landscape, 
expansion of scene, quiet for weariness, reflection and sociality; 
but not so in cities where all is contracted, walled-in, hustle and 
tussle, with no rest to eye or ear, or nervous system, or head or 

.heart from year to year. Is it any wonder so many long to get 
away for even a little while to enjoy the restful peace of nature's 
quiet in God's country? 

Strychnine.— Dr. J. A. McCorkle ("Pres. of the Med. Soc of 
the County of Kings," Dec, 1882) calls attention to a fact often 
-overlooked, namely, that stimulants like strychnine, used very long 
or in very large doses« ultimately have a depressing influence and 
• exaggerate the conditions for which they were origifially pre- 
scribed. The author suggests that physicians should be careful 
that their patients do not continue a tonic too long. Such medi- 
cines should be given in such doses as are calculated to raise the 
depressed functions to a normal standard; as soon as the physio- 
logical condition is approached, the dose of the tonic should be 
gradually diminished, and finally stopped altogether when health 
is restored. The too long continued administration of a tonic like 
strychnine depresses the nervous system just as ovc-stimulation 
•of a nerve by electricity exhausts irritability. In the same way a 
bitter tonic may have relieved indigestion by stimulating the vas- 
'Cularity of the gastric mucous membrane; but the same tonic, 
given too long, may produce gastric catarrh, and bring on disturb- 
ances of digestion worse than those which had been originally re- 
lieved through its use. 

Strychnine has been advocated as a respiratory stimulant by 
Fothergill; it is believed that, if used too long, it may depress res 
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piration and interfere with the oxidation of sugar in the lungs to 
such an extent that temporary glycosuria may result. In support 
of this, cases are on record where sugar has been observed in the 
urine of those <vho had been taking nux vomica for a considera- 
ble period. The author believes that strychnine, in combination 
with phosphoric acid, is the best respiratory stimulant we have, 
bpt that it may do great harm if continued too long. He also be- 
lieves that it has decided curative powers in diabetes mellitus, but 
that this disease is still too little understood to permit of our using 
strychnine in the treatment of it; for we can not decide when we 
are doing good and when we are doing harm. — N". T. Medical' 
Journal. 

Blood-Letting. — Dr. McCulloch in the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, writes : 

Do not the present generation of physicians abuse their patien's 
by their "anti-exhaustive treatment," and by their stimulating^ 
brandy and milk course do more harm than ever the lance did ? 
Why, thousands of patients at the present day, after a protracted 
illness, come out of the hands of the doctor confirmed inebriates, 
fit only for bar-room loafers. 

Women in former days were bled for headache, backache, pains 
real or imaginary, and they grew fat, raised large families of 
healthy children, and lived to a ripe old age. 

But in our day the hypodermic syringe has taken the place of 
the .lance, and for their pains and aches they are chucked full of 
morphia daily. Sensibility deadened, nervous system unstrung ; 
muscular system relaxed, and they become fit subjects of abortion 
or premature labor. Their children dwarfed and they die at a pre- 
mature age. 

Would it not be better if we would follow more the teachings 
of nature on this subject ? Why, one-half of the human family, 
and the best half at that, by a fixed law of nature, which is God's 
law, lose from six to ten ounces of blood monthly, and continue to 
average so for 30 years, being bled not less than 360 to 400 times . 
in their life, for what purpose ? To carry off the surplus blood, 
like a safety valve, to relieve their congested organs. 

And yet if a man has double pneumonia, lungs congested and 
pressed upon with a pressure of 100 pounds to the square inch, 
breathing 60 times to the minute, you are afraid to take a pint of 
blood from him for fear he dies from exhaustion, and you chuck 
him full of quinine, iron, brandy and milk to support him, and 
morphia to relieve his pain ; and your man dies and you console 
yourself by the reflection that you gave him the best chance for 
his life by using the latest and best treatment approved by the pro- 
fession. 

I have, in a continuous practice of over 35 years, met with some 
cases of pneumonia, and I never had a case of primary inflamma- 
tion of the lung in the adult but I bled freely in the congestive 
stage, and although I say it myself, it was very rarely that they did . 
not recover rapidly after one or two decided venesections. 

1 had an attack myself, in the spring of 1858, of acute pneumo- 
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nia of the left lung. I was bled twice from the arm, cupped and 
blistered, and I made a speedy and good recovery. I can remem- 
ber what a load was taken off my chest at the first bleeding ; how 
the pain ceased ; and how easily I breathed ; and with a full dose 
of morphia how well I slept that night. In the last few years, 
since bleeding as a remedy nas been abandoned, nearly all the cases 
I have seen have been in consultation with other physicians, and 
the great majority of them were very bad subjects, men who were 
broken down by strong drink. I saw them in the advanced stage, 
when the time for bleeding had gone by, if at all admissable in 
such subjects — seven in number. They all died promptly, full of 
morphine, quinine, iron, brandy and milk. 

Dr. John Xn Atlee, our retiring president, in his address to the 
members of the American Medical Association, at Cleveland, 
June 5th, last, «aid : 

"I feel well assured that the almost total disuse of the lancet has 
cost many valuable lives. From a very large experience in its use 
I am satisfied, fully satisfied^ that if we depended more on the 
early use of the lance, in the congestive and inflammatory states 
of many diseases, our practice would be made more successful than 
it now is. It is, in my opinion, a very important subject, and I 
feel assured that ere long the lancet will be more freely used thaii 
it is now." 

When I heard these words fall from his venerable lips, an old 
veteran in the profession, brim full of knowledge and wisdom 
gathered from scientific research and an experience of 60 years of 
active practice in the profession, although not a Methodist, I could 
scarcely restrain myself from shouting. Amen ! 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, says there was, during the year 1882, as 
per the census of 1880, one death in the city of Boston to every 
J32 of the population ; i to every 579 in Chicago ; i to every 441 
m San Francisco ; i to every 1,080 in New Orleans. He says 
sanitarians should investigate the cause, and suggest some means 
of checking this fearful mortality. Certainly this is good advice, 
and upon the principle that '*an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure," it is well-timed. But I say to you, fellow-prac- 
titioners, clean up your old rusty lancet, and you that have none 
buy one ; carry it with you to the bedside of the sick, and when you 
meet an enemy so formidable as eclampsia or pneumonia, stand in 
the advance guard strike with your lance one or two decisive 
blows in the onset of the conflict, and it will do more toward sub- 
duing the enemy than all the stimulating, nourishing treatment of 
the present day. **Quit yourselves like men." 

[We endorse the above in toto. — Southern Medical Re- 
cord. W.] 

Neuralgia. — Neuralgia of the eye is often speedily cured by 
full doses, 10 to 15 grains of the muriate ot ammonia repeated at 
intervals of two to four hours. We have seen two desperate cases 
of this kind where the eye appeared as if attacked with the sever- 
est inflammation and the pain atrocious, yielded promptly to this 
remedy. — Ga. Mc. Med, JournaL 
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The Physiological Effect of Coffee.— Dr. J. A. Foot, of Rio- 
dejaniero, (Bull. Gen. de Therap., June 30.) Dr. Foot gives us- 
the effects of a strong dose of coffee upon his own person after 
recording his condition for fifteen days of total abstinence from 
coffee, and follows his record of the effects of the strong dose, by 
noting the influence of two cups of coffee daily for twenty-five 
davs. The most interesting part of his paper is his record of the 
effects of the strong dose : 

At the time of taking it, his pulse was 72 in the morning, reach- 
ing 84 during the day. He made an infusion of over 3 viij of cof- 
fee in a quart of boiling water, drinking the whole of it during the 
day from 7 a. m. to 9 p. m. During that day the pulse increased 
in rapidity to 108 in the afternoon ; in the evening it reached 114. 
He went to bed at 11 p. m., but could not sleep, reflex contractions 
were produced in nearly every part of the body alternately. Very- 
painful cramps in the thighs, legs, feet, walls of the thorax and in 
the muscles of the hyoid region. These cramps persisted through- 
out the night, but moderated in severity on the following morn- 
ing. The tongue was dry and there was a certain degree of con- 
striction in the chest. At the same time there were frequent 
cramps in the stomach accompanied with nausea. The intestines 
were the seat of frequent borborygums, and of abundant liquid 
secretion which produced eighteen evacuations. The pulse kept 
between no and 112 through the night. It was intermittent, as 
was the heart's action, losing one pulsation to eveiy four. The 
next day the pulse was 76, there was headache and no appetite. 

In this experiment, then, the coffee acted on the organs and 
functions of the central cerebro-spinal system, producing insomnia 
by exciting the brain, producing the cramps in the muscles, pains 
in the stomach, disturbance of the intestines and of the heart by 
exciting the spinal cord, an excitation of the reflex force or excito- 
motor. He considers that this irritation affects equally the spinal 
roots of the sympathetic, and in paralyzing the vaso-motor nerves. 
In this way explanation is given of the cause of the excessive se- 
cretion from the intestine and of the abolition of sexual power. 

His other experiments with moderate doses, prove to his satis- 
fation, that the use of coffee does not prevent advanced age and 
the preservatfon of good health ; and that life seems to be pro- 
longed in countries where coffee is much used. — Jour, Ante. Med, 
Association, 

Effect of Alum Gargle upon the Teeth.— M. Young pre- 
scribed a gargle containing a small proportion of alum for a wo- 
man suffering from chronic pharyngitis with catarrh of the mid- 
dle ear. The patient, finding relief, continued its use for some 
three weeks. But perceiving that, at meals, her teeth began to 
crumble into little pieces, she consulted her dentist, who consid- 
ered it due to the alum gargle, as when the enamel is removed 
from the teeth, the alum breaks down the dentine. To prevent 
this it is best, immediately after using an alum jj^nrgle, to wash the 
mouth cut with a solution of bicarbonate of soda or an alkaline 
water. — Courier Medical, » 
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Cannabis Indica ; A Valuable Remedv.in Hemorrhagia* 

— In the British Medical Journal, May 26, 1883, Mr. J. Brown, oi 
Bacup, observes : 

''Indian hemp has been vaunted as an anodyne and hypnotic,, 
having the good qualities of opium without its evils. Also in dvs- 
menorrhoea and insomnia it has not proved of much benefit. Tiie 
drug has almost invariably produced some marked physiological 
effect, even in small doses. Text-books give the dose as ten min- « 
ims and upwards, but five minims is the largest, dose that should 
be given at first. If bought from a good house, the drug is not 
inert or unreliable. A drug having such marked physiological 
action ought to have a specific use as a therapeutic agent. ' Indian 
hemp has such specific use in menorrhagia — there is no medicine 
which has given such good results ; for this reason, it ought to 
take the first place as a remedy in menorrhagia, then bromide of 
potassium and other drugs. The modus operandi I cannot ex- 
plain, unless it be that it diverts a larger proportion of blood to 
.the brain, and lessens the muscular force of the heart. A few 
doses are sufficient ; the following is the prescription : 

"R TincturaB cannabis indicae m xxx, 

Pulveris tragac. co 3 j, 

Spiritus chlof 3 j. 

Aquae ad 3 H. 

One ounce every three hours. 

"Four years ago I was called to see Mrs. W., aged 40, multipara. 
She had suffered from menorrhagia for several months. Her 
medical attendant had tried the ordinary remedies without success. 
Indian hemp was given as above. Its action was^peedy and cer- 
tain. Only one bottle was taken. She was afterwards treated for 
anaemia, due to loss of blood. Twelve months after this my pa- 
tient sent for a bottle of the 'green medicine." I learned after- 
wards that she had sent this medicine to a lady friend, who had 
been unsuccessfully treated by another medical man for several 
months for the same complaint. It proved equally successful. The 
failures are so few, that I venture to call it a specific in monorrha- 
gia. The drug deserves a trial. It may occasionally fail ; this, 
however, is not to be wondered at in a complaint due to so many, 
different causes, and associated with anaemia and other cases of 
plethora." 

Robert Batho, M. D., M. R. C. P., Castleton, Isle of Man, 
writes in reference to the same subject : "Considerable experi- 
ence of its employment in menorrhagia, more especially in India, 
has convinced me that it is, in that country at all events, one of the 
most reliable means at our disposal. I feel inclined to go further^ 
and state that it is par excellence, the remedy for that condition, 
which, unfortunately, is very frequent in India. 

"I have ordered it, not once, but repeatedly, in such cases, and 
always with satisfactory results. The form used has been the 
tincture, and the dose ten to twenty minims, repeated once or twice 
in the twenty-four hours. It is so certain in its power of control- 
ing menorrhagia. that it is a valuable aid to diagnosis in cases 
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where it is uncertain whether an early abortion may or may not 
have occurred. Over the hemorrhage attending the latter condi- 
tion. It appears to exercise but little force. I can recall one case in 
my practice in India, where my patient had lost profusely at each 
period for years, until the tincture was ordered ; subsequently, by 
commencing its use, as a matter of routine, at the commencement 
ot each flow, the amount was reduced to the ordinary limits, with 
corresponding benefit to the general health. Neither in this or in 
any other instance in which I prescribed the drug, were any disa- 
greable physiological effects observed. 

'*I could say a few words in its favor, as to its action in allaying 
irritative cough, but I prefer confining myself to a point on which 
experience has left me no room for doubt." — iVesf. LauceL 

Paraldehyde and Acetal as Hypnotics.— -At a recent meet- 
ing of the Berlin Society of Psychiatry and Nervous Diseases Dr. 
Langreuter ("Deutsche Medizinal-Zeitung," Aug. 23, 1883) gave 
his experience with these drugs during a period of eight months 
at a lunatic asylum. 

The paraldehyde was employed in the form of the following 
mixture : 

R Paraldehyde 25-0 grammes, 

Oil of peppermint 5 drops, 

Olive oil, enough to make 50-0 grammes. M. 

The difficulty of dissolving th** paraldhyde and its burning taste 
were noted as drawbacks to its employment. The usual dose was 
six grammes ; 2,300 grammes were used in all. Beyond a slight 
and transitory irregularity of the pulse, no abnormal phenomena 
were observed ; in quality, the pulse was always somewhat fuller. 
During sleep produced by the drug the breathing was deeper and 
slower ; the pupils were not generally so much contracted as in 
physiological sleep, but dilatation was in but few instances. Sleep 
ensued in from five minutes to hali* an hour. In two cases the 
patients fell from the chair within a minute after taking the dose. 
The sense of sleepiness was readily interfered with, as the speaker 
had proved in his own person ; quiet, therefore, favored the hyp- 
notic effect, which took place after ninety per cent, of the evening- 
doses, and after sixty-one per cent, of those given by day. In 
«ixty-one per cent, a full night's sleep (seven or eight hours) wrs 
produced. A quieting influence was exerted even when sleep did 
not follow — most strikingly in excited paralytics and epileptics. In 
certain nervous affections, such as migraine, etc., the effect was 
favorable also. 

The action of acetal was not so satisfactory, and only half as en- 
ergetic, the medium dose required being from 8 to 10 grammes. 
Moreover, the taste and smell were found much more intense, and 
the effect was not so lasting. Nevertheless, excited patients be- 
came quieter, even if they did not fall asleep, contrary to what 
was observed after the use of chloral. In all 2,700 grammes were 
used. Out of one hundred and sixty-seven trials, seventy-five per 
cent, were successful. Six grammes of paraldehyde and ten 
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^grammes of acetal were each found equal to 2.5 grammes of chlo- 
ral in activity. Although both the new drugs were dearer than 
chloral, they were to be preferred in certain cases in which the 
latter was contraindicated, as in cardiac affections. The speaker 
<lid noc recommend acetal. — JV, T. Med. Rec, 

Treatment of Tonsillitis. — Dr. SolisCohengives the follow- 
ing treatment, which he says is pursued at the Philadelphia Poly- 
clinic with eminent success : 

1. In simple inflammatory tonsillitis, take two fluid drachms each 
of the ammon. tinct. of guiac. and the co. tinct of cinchona, mix 
with six fluid drachms of clarified honey and shake together until 
the sides of the vessel are well coated ; add gradually a solution 
of eighty grains of chlorate of potassium in four ounces of water, 
shaking meanwhile. This to be used as a gargle every one-half to 
three hours. Relief is usually experienced within a few hours, and 
recovery is prompt. A saline cathartic may accompany the use 
of the gargle. None of the cases seen suppurated, and if seen 
within the first twenty-four hours such accidents are very un- 
likely. 

2. In rheumatic or constitutional tonsillitis (characterized by in- 
tense pain in swallowing causing great accumulation of saliva from 
unwillingness to swallow, with slight, perhaps no, congestion of 
throat, and subsequent fever; one or both tonsils becoming erf- 
larged after some hours as the febrile symptoms decline, and mus- 
cular or joint rheumatism sometimes developing later.) after a sa- 
line cathartic, give the following in tablespoonful doses every two 
hours : 

R Sodi salicylat 3 ii, 

01. gaultheriai fw i, 



Liq. ammon. citrat | 

Syrup simp J 



aa. 3 ij 



Lengthening the intervals as the pain subsides. Pieces of ice or 
the guiac gargle promote comfort, and the stiff* neck is best re- 
lieved by faradization. Salicylate of quinine or cinchonidine may 
be substituted for the above if a tonic be required, in five grain 
•doses every four to six hours. — Med, News. 

Treatment of Sporadic Cholera.— J. M. French, M. D., in 
New York Medical Record, says : 

My note-book contains the analysis of twenty-five cases ofchol- 
era-morbus, occurring during the last three years, in which three 
different modes of treatment were employed. The cases were of 
various degrees of severity, some mild and some extremely severe, 
but all characterized by vomiting and purging, with more or less 
prostration. 

The first plan of treatment consisted in the administration of 
pepsine, bismuth, alkalies, opiates, and stimulants, by the mouth, 
with which was frequently combined the application of sinapisms 
and hot fomentations externally. 

The .second plan was by means of the rectal injection of starch 
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and laudanum, thirty drops of laudanum being a medium dose ; 
and with this were combined any measures of the first class which 
might seem desirable. 

The third plan consisted in the hypodermic injection of the sul- 
phate of morphia, one- fourth of a grain being the ordinary dose^ 
It was usually unaccompanied by any other treatment. 

Conclusions. — The first plan of treatment is only adapted to mild 
and moderate cases, or those which have safely passed the acute 
stage, as in severe cases no medicine can be retained on the stom- 
ach. At best this plan requires constant watching, and/ failures 
are frequent. 

The second plan is nriuch more effective, but is liable to need 
several repetitions on account of inability to retain the injection 
until absorbed. If not promptly successful patients are apt to lose 
faith in it, and often object to its repetition. Hence, it is not fully- 
satisfactory. 

The third plan is speedy, certain, satisfactory. Except in those- 
cases where all opiates are dangerous, it is also perfectly safe ir 
properly administered. Very seldom does it need repetition, ir 
taken early, it is the only treatment needed. On the whole, I con- 
sider the hypodermic injection of morphia as nearly a specific for 
cholera-morous as anything in medicine. 

* Cellulose as a Dressing. — Dr. Fischer, of Trieste, has made 
experiments with cellulose as a dressing to wounds, and has iound< 
it, when moistened with warm water or some medicated solution,, 
and afterwards covered with au impervious fabric, to be a most 
excellent application in all cases where heat and moisture appear 
to be indicated. Its chief advantages are : 

1. It is absolutely free from substances capable of exciting j)u- 
trefaction. 

2. It has a very low specific gravity. 

3. It produces neither eczema nor erythema upon the epidermis. 

4. It retains moisture and heat perfectly for more than twenty- 
four hours. 

5. It never adheres to granulating wounds on the surface of 
the skin. 

6. It adapts itself perfectly to the outline of the place of ap- 
plication. 

7. It is much cheaper than other materials heretofore used for 
similar purposes. 

Dr. Fischer has used, so far, only plain water or weak solution 
of carbolic acid or iodoform in the case of suppurating buboes, 

and has obtained uniformly satisfactory results. Zeitsch, fi 

Therap. 

Commotio Retinae ; or Some of the Effects of Direct and 
Indirect Blows to the Eye.— Dr. E. E. Holt, of Portland, Me.,. 
f Ophthalmological Society) read a paper in which he reported! 
tour cases. In two of these the patient was struck more or less 
directly by a stick of wood, in one by a round rod or cane, and in 
the other by a flat piece of coal, striking the forehead, nose and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical RECoiiD. 387 

cheek, not hitting the eye itself. In three cases recovery was un- 
interrupted. In one there was a relapse. Vision was reduced to 
a perception of light for four days, after which it began to return, 
and in the course of two weeks became nearly normal. Relapse 
then occurred and vision sank, but not so low as it had been after 
the receipt of the injury. Recovery with a perfect eye took place 
much more slowly than at first. Dr. Holt gave a detailed history 
of this case, and also of one of the others- 

The President remarked that Dr. Holt had reported four cases 
manifestly dissimilar in character. From a thorough study of the 
affection referred to, he had become convinced that commotio re- 
tinae was a phenomenon which had been entirely explained upon 
the supposition of a fissure running through the optic foramen of 
the orbit, and was almost entirely a mythical supposition by 
itself. 

Dr. Seelv thought the subject could not be dismissed so sum- 
marily as t)r. Noyes had supposed. He had reported one case 
which could not be explained away so readily, because a single 
application of electricity restored a vast amount of vision, and 
there was no explanation of the extreme lowering of the vision 
from which the patient sofFeTed. — N. T. Med. Record. 

New Reasons fof Woman's Nursing. — A new element has 
been discovered by M. Bechamp in woman's milk, hitherto un- 
known, which, in a striking manner, dissipates the obscurities of 
the empiricism on certain points of maternal nursing. 

The following are the conclusions reached : 

1. Woman's milk contains a ferment of a nature to saccharif}- 
raw or boiled starch. 

2. The specificity of woman's milk is due to the presence of zy- 
mase, which makes it preferable to any other. 

3. No equivalent can be found in the milk of cows, asses or 
dogs. 

4. The milk of domestic animals may be taken, pure or mixed, 
in want of woman's milk, but it is never worth as much. 

5. Infants should be breast- nursed in preference to all other 
kinds of feeding. 

6. When infants have arrived at the age of taking feculent food, 
woman's milk may still be useful in aiding in transformation of 
starch into sugar. — Paris Medicale, 

Action of a Mixture of Vapor of Chloroform and Air. — 
By Paul Burt. — Experiments made by him on dogs : 10 gm. of 
chloroform diluted in 100 lit. of air caused anaesthesia, but 20 gm. 
of chloroform diluted in 100 lit. of air caused death. With an es- 
special apparatus he succeeded in proving the effect of a continu- 
ous inhalation for 16 hours, of such a mixture. 

2 gm. chloroform in 100 lit. of air produced no noteworthy 
symptom. 

4 gm. chloroform in 100 lit. could be inhaled for 9^ hours with- 
out any disturbance or lowering of sensibility, except the tempera- 
ture, which diminibhed 4-50. 
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6-7-8 gm. chloroform in 100 lit. of air, effected an appreciable 
though very slow diinunition of sensibility, temp, decreases, and 
with 30** the animal died. 

10 gm. chloroform in loo^lit. of air, rapid anaesthesia, death 2 to 
2^ hours. Temp. -^3°. 

14 gm. in 100 lit. of air, death in i^ hour. 

18 gm., death m 25 minutes. 

20 gm. in TOO lit. of air, sudden death. 

Temperature falls always in proportion to the duration of the 
•experiment. The action continues to the last moment. 

Not all animals are alike sensitive to the effect of chloroform. 
The following are his conclusions : 

Continuous chloroform will always cause death. Animals weak- 
ened from a loss of blood succumb sooner. 

In order to chloioform helplessly and harmlessly a dog, give at 
once a toxic dose (12-14 S^- chloroform in 100 lit. of air), but as 
soon as sleep ensues continue in much smaller doses. (3-6 in 100). 
— Gaz. dfs Hop, — St Louis Med, your. 

Iodine Painting in Small-Pox. — In 1881 there was admitted 
to the Konotop hospital a woman suffering from lumbar pain and 
other prodromal symptoms of small-pox. To satisfy the wish of 
the patient, Dr. Vetroff painted the whole lugibar region with the 
tincture of iodine. On the next day the painted region was found 
covered all over with a variolous rash, while the remaining surface 
of the body presented only two vesicles. The course of the dis- 
ease was remarkably mild. Having learned this curious fact. Dr. 
Bojinski-Bojko (Vratch, No. i, 1883), when the epidemic of small- 
pox broke out in his district, began to paint with iodine the ante- 
rior surfaces of the thighs in every patient who came under his 
notice in the prodromal stage of the disease. In all four cases 
treated in this way the rash was strictl> limited to the region 
painted, and the course of the affection was extremely favorable. 
An attempt to substitute a sinapism for the iodine gave negative 
result. — Med, Times, 

Arbor- Vitse. — Spermatorrhoea is claimed to be finely under the 
control of this remedy (thuya ocoiden.) by Dr. Noble, in Thera- 
peutic Gazette, who says he has used it in thirty cases, with but 
one failure. He uses the homeopathic mother tinct. in doses of 2 
to 5 drops three times a day, in conjunction with proper diet, mor- 
4il control of patient, and other needful accessories. He claims 
very flattering results to have been derived from this remedy, 
more than from any other used in the treatment of this affection. 
— Ga, Ec. Med, Journal, 

In Urethral Stricture "I have," says M. Diday, "in order to 
avoid confounding it with a spasm and to overcome this if it ex- 
ists, an infallible method. When the end of the sound is in con- 
tact with the coarctated portion of the canal, I suddenly put the 
following question to the patient : *How long is it since you have 
been with a woman T If it is a simple spasm the sound immedi- 
:ately enters." — Lyon Medical. 
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Pulse and Temperature in T3rphoid Fever.— M. Malherbe, 
in a recent* These de Paris, remarks that the frequency of the pulse 
in this disease is not always in proportion with the elevation of 
temperature. The temperature often becomes very high without 
a corresponding change in the pulse, and inversely, the pulse may 
become very much accelerated without any extra eleva;ion of teni- 
perature. in any febrile affection where, with a high temperature, 
the pulse remains almost normal in frequency, typhoid fever should 
be thought of The prognosis is not generally bad when the pulse 
remains at 80 or 90 beats per minute, even when the temperature 
amounts to 104** or 105°. But when the pulse is very frequent in 
conjunction with this high temperature, then the prognosis is grave. 
When, on the other hand, the temperature suddenly falls, while 
the pulse remains very frequent, the prognosis is equally grave. — 
Med and Surg. Rep. 

Calomel in Diphtheria. — Dr. Charles S. Miller reports a case 
of diphtheria in which the breathing was very much embarrassed 
by the membrane. Calomel in ten-grain doses every hour, until 
twelve doses were given, was followed by prompt recovery, the 
membrane being thrown oft' and showing no tendency to re-form. 
Neither catharsis nor emesis followed these apparently heroic 
doses. The case seems strongly corroborative of the claims made 
by Dr. Reiter in a recent number of Squibb's ephemeris. Dr. 
Reiter, however, recommended the calomel in the same size doses 
before the membrane appeared, and to prevent its formation, hav- 
ing little or no faith in this treatment after the patch had formed. 
We should be very much pleased to receive any report on the use 
of calomel as above. Dr. Reiter's claims for the drug employed 
in this manner are too positive to be allowed to pass without sub- 
jecting it to a trial. — Southern Clinic, 

The discovery of the plax-scindens in oysters, and other shell 
fish, now that this microbe is known to cause scarlatina, awakens 
fresh interest in the professional mind. The learned and able Dr. 
Eklund, of Sweden, hints at the possible vaccinal protection 
against scarlet fever from the introduction of the schizomycetes- 
which he has found in oysters. It would appear strange if the 
oyster should supply us with a germ which shall as effectually pro- 
tect us from scarlatina as that supplied by the cow protects us 
from the small-pox. — Med, Times, 

Good Sight. — A noted Philadelphia laryngologist, who, on ex- 
amining a girl with a relaxed uvula and mucous membrane of the 
throat, concluded that the cause of the difficulty was some uterine 
trouble, and for which he advised her to place herself under the 
care of her family physician. Her reply -was : "Doctor, if I had 
known that you could see all the way down, I should not have 
come to you." — Exchange. 

Acute Tonsillitis. — A German Physician cures acute tonsil- 
litis by the administration of twenty-grain doses of salicylate of 
soda every four hours. In no case did suppuration ensue. 
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Enlarged Tonsils. — Dr. Sabin, in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, says : I notice in the Journal an item in re- 
gard to the treatment of enlarged tonsils which put me in mind of 
a case which I had treated some time «go. I was called to see a 
little girl, about six years old, who had both tonsils enormously en- 
larged, so much so that she could hardly breathe, and was becom- 
ing pigeon-breasted. 

My modus operandi was as follows : I took a stick of caustic 
potash, rolled it in paper, leaving oiie end bare, placed the bare 
end on about the middle of the toi\sil, held it there about two sec- 
onds, withdrew it, waited about a minute, then had her rinse her 
mouth with vinegar. Repeated treatment twice per week until 
they reduced to normal size, being careful to apply it in the same 
place each time. I made, in all, twenty-three applications, treating 
but one tonsil at a sitting. 

I treated her three years ago, and her tonsils have been all right 
since. 

Cholera Infantum. — Dr. Walker thinks that Henoch's treat- 
ment would be valueless in a vast majority of cases. He recom- 
mends in the place of it the plan adopted by Profs. D. N. Kins- 
man and Pooley, of Columbus, Ohio. These gentlemen commend 
injections of ice-water, cold compresses to abdomen, and in addi- 
tion to this Dr. Pooley advises the use of sub. nit. bismuth in the 
following doses : He takes enough bismuth to make a tolerable 
thick cream, using aqua dist. as the vehicle ; of this he gives from 
one-half to one teaspoonful about every four hours, until choleri- 
form discharges cease. 

Dr. Walker writes : *'This plan of treatment, I believe, is des- 
tined to become the treatment par excellence in cases of cholera 
infantum." — Ex. 

The Permanency of Eserine Solutions. — Dr. Wads worth 
spoke of the loss of power in solutions of eserine. Recently he 
had found a solution which was three years old, and it still worked 
perfectly well. 

Dr. Seely, of Cincinnati, said that for ordinary purposes he pre- 
ferred an old solution of eserine to a fresh one. — N. Y, Medical 
Record, 

Menorrhagia— Cannabis Indica. — Four drops of Squibb's fl. 
extract of cannabis indica, three or four times a day, is an almost 
certain cure for simple menorrhagia. Generally^ the preparation 
as found in the drug stores is too poor in quality to be relied on. — 
Ga, Be. Med, JournaL 

Effect of Pilocarpin upon Color of the Hair — Dr. Pohl- 
man (Buffalo Medical Journal) says: "I have succeeded in demon- 
strating the capability of pilocarpin to darken the color of the 
Jiair m the presence of pigmentary matter, perhaps by a stimulat- 
ing action on its formation; but that the drug is unable to produce 
color where pigmentary matter is absent, as shown in the case of 
experiments upon Albino rabbits. 
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SOIENTinO ITEMS. 

Limits of Germination. — Pasteur, in his investigations regard- 
ing fermenting germs and bacteria, demonstrated that a tempera- 
ture of 212° Fahr. was sufficient to destroy the power of germi- 
nation in these minute forms of animal and vegetable life ; but 
with the higher orders of plant and animal life, a much lower heat 
than 212® will destroy all vitalitv. According to Goppert 30** F. 
is the lowest temperature at which most seeds would germinate. 

The following table by Sach shows the lowest, the highest and 
most favorable temperature for germination of wheat, corn and 
barley : 

TemperatDre 
ol Rapid 
Lowest Temp. Highest Temp. tiermlnatlon. 

Wbeat ^ 41° F. KM* F. SI** F. 

Corn _ 41° 104° 84° 

Barley ^ 48° 116' 98° 

Experiments by the writer to verify the germinating point for 
wheat, revealed the fact that the temperature given is too low ; as, 
in one instance, wheat that had been heated to 130^ F. germinated. 
The grains were sprouted on cotton in the op.en air, and not in 
the laboratory by artificial heat ; and the July sun and different 
wheat may explain this difference in results. 

The time required for germination varies — with wheat, rye, corn 
and oats three to six days being sufficient. — Mechanical l/ews^ 

First Idea of the Telephone. — ^The following lines, brought 
to the attention of M. de Parville, by Prof. Egger, are extracted 
from the book **Incredulite et Mescreance du Sortilege," by P. de 
I'Ancre, published at Paris, in 1662. De la Divination, 5 teme 
traite : 

"It is reported that a German communicated to King Henry the 
Great an astonishing secret, through which men far apart might 
understand each other by means of the magnet. He first rubbed 
together (frotta) two magnetic needles, and then attached them 
separately to two clocks, about the dials of which were written the 
twenty- four letters of the alphabet When one needle was moved 
to a letter of the alphabet the other, no matter how far away, 
nioved to the same letter. The king perceiving how dangerous the 
secret might become in transmitting information to besieged cities, 
forbade its publication.'* — Med. and Surg, Rep. 

Shortness of Time in Dreams. — One of the most remark- 
able phenomena connected with dreams is the shortness of time 
needed for their consummation. Lord Brougham says, that, in 
dictating, a man may frequently fall asleep after uttering a few 
words, and be awakened by the amanuensis repeating the last 
word to show he has written the whole. But, though five or six 
seconds only have elapsed between the delivery of the sentence 
and its transfer to paper, the sleeper may have passed through a 
dream extending through half a life-time. Lord Holland and Mr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



{ 



392 Southern Medical Record. 

Babbage both confirm this theory. The one was listening to a 
friend reading aloud, and slept from the beginning of one sen- 
tence to the latter part of the sentence immediately succeeding ; 
yet, during this time he had a dream, the particulars of which 
would have taken more than a quarter of an hour to write. Mr. 
Babbage dreamed a succession of events, and woke in time to 
hear the conculding words of a friend's answer to a question he 
had just put to him. One man was liable to a feeling of suffoca- 
tion, accompanied by a dream of a skeleton grasping his throat, 
whenever he slept in a lying posture, and had an attendant to wake 
him the moment he sank down. But, though awakene6 the mo- 
ment he began to sink,, that time sufficed for a long struggle with 
the skeleton. Another man dreamed that he crossed the Atlantic, 
spent a fortnight in America, and fell overboard when embarking 
to return ; vet his sleep had not lasted more than ten minutes. — 
Pop. Scu News, 

Blood Poison. — Wm. C. Conant in a paper read May loth, 
1883, before the Polytechnic Association of the American Insti- 
tute, says : 

**The most wonderful achievement of recent investigation reveals 
a philosophy of both bane and antidote that astonishes us with its 
simplicity as much as with its efficiency. At the mo*:ient when 
humanity stands aghast at the announcement that germs are not 
destroyed by disinfectants, comes the counter discovery that they 
are rendered harmless by oxygen. It seems that it makes no differ- 
ence, really, of what sort or from what source are the bacteria that 
we take into the blood. The only material difference to us de- 
pends on the sort of atmosphere in which their houily generations 
are bred. For example, the bacteria developed in confined air, 
from a simple infusion of hay, are found by experiment to be as 
capable of generating that most terrible of blood -poisoners, the 
malignant pustule, as are the bacteria taken from the pustule 
itself 

**On the other hand, the bacteria from the malignant pustule it- 
self, after propagating for a few hours in pure and free air, become 
a perfectly harmless race, and are actually injected into the blood 
with impunity. The explanation of the strange discovery is this 
— note its extreme simplicity — bacteria bred in copious oxygen 
perish for want of it as soon as they enter the blood-vessels ; 
whereas those inured to an unventilated atmosphere for a few 
generations, which means only a few hours, are prepared to thrive 
and propagate infinitely within our veins ; and that is the whole 
mystery of blood-poisoning and zymotic diseases." 

According to Electricite, spiders, which are very numerous 
in Japan, spin their webs during the night, between the telegraph 
wires and their supports. As the dews are very abundant, 
the webs become conductors of electricity and give rise to great 
disturbance in the transmission of messages. — £x. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 



Eczema of the Pace. — In their work on the diagnosis and 
treatment of ocular affections, Messrs. Galezowski and Daguenet 
recommend, against the eczematoiis and impetiginous eruptions 
which often show themselves on the lids and nose of young pa- 
tients suflering from phlyctenular keratitis, either calomel in pow- 
der, or the following ointment : 

Olei cadini gr. iv, 

Hydrarg oxid. rubr g^*- U> 

Camphorae g**- iv, 

Vaselini gr. clx. 

However, when there are many scabs, the best treatment con- 
sists in removing them with a forceps, and touching the denuded 
surface with a stick of nitrate of silver. The excess of caustic can 
be neutralized by the application of a solution of common salt. — 
Louisville Med. Ncivs. 

Acute Rheumatism. — Dr. J. M. Granville advises no local ap- 
plications except loose cotton- wool covered with light flannel ; no 
oil silk or other vapor proof material. He prescribes the fol- 
lowing — 

R Tr. aconiti (P. B.) 12 minims, 

Ammonia sulphide 16 " 

Aq. menth. virid. dist 6 ounces. 

M. Sig. One- fourth part every four hours, or in severe cases 
every three hours. 

The sulphide of ammonia decomposes very easily, and therefore 
no more than four doses should be prescribed at one time. — Brit- 
ish Med. your. 

Thompson's Eye Water. — 

Sulphate of zinc 20 grains, 

Sulphate of copper 5 grains. 

Tincture of saffron 2 drachms, 

Tincture of camphor i drachm, 

Rose water 8 ounces. 

Distilled water 8 ounces. 

Mix and filter. 

[It is difficult to understand the usefulness of such a mixture in 
any disease of the eye which could not be quite as well accom- 
plished by a simple solution, of proper strength, of sulphate of 
zinc in distilled water. — Ed. N. RA 

3 
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Squibb's Cholera Remedy. — 

Chloroform fl. 3 6, 

Tincture of opium fl. J 2, 

Spirit of camphor fl. 3 2, 

Tincture of capsicum fl. 5 2, 

Alcohol, sufficient to make fl. g 10. 

Dose, 40 to 60 drops, taken in water, each time bowels move 
loosely. 

It is important in any case of diarrhoea, but is rarely appreciated 
except by physicians, that whenever there is too free action of the 
bowels, the patient should stop exercising and lie down — flat on 
the back — ^and stay there as quietly as possible. If there is pain, 
apply heat — dry heat is best. 

In connection with the subject of cholera it has been said by 
Eli McClellan, Surgeon U. S. Armv, one of the best authorities 
on the subject of cholera in this country, that the cholera poison 
requires an alkaline medium in which to develop, and that one of 
the best prophylactics is a mixture of aromatic sulphuric acid and 
laudanum ; two parts of the former to one part of the latter. For 
an adult, thirty drops ; for a child ten years old, ten drops ; and 
for a child under ten, five drops, in a little water every one, two, or 
three hours, as occasion may require. — New Remedies, 

Compound Parsley Mixture. — This is a nervous sedative and 
tonic, recommended by Hammond. Its composition is as follows : 

MISTURA APII COMPOSITA. 

R Extract erythroxyli fl f 3 2, 

• Extract viburni (prun.) fl f S 2, 

Extract apii (graveol.) fl f S i. 

Misce. Dose, one to two teaspoon fuls three times a day. — New 
Remedies, 

Syrup of Coffee, as used to disguise the bitter taste of quinine, 
can be made with coflee, roasted and finely ground, 40Z.; alcohol, 
I oz.; sugar, 12 oz.; boiling water, sufficient. Pack the powder 
firmly into a percolator provided with a cover, and pour on boiling 
water until eight fluid ounces of percolate are obtained. Then dis- 
solve the sugar [in the percolate] by percolation, and finally add 
the alcohol as a preservative. The taste of two grains of quinine 
is said to be pretty well covered by a drachm of the syrup. — Ibid, 

Creasote Wine. — 

Wood creasote 6 parts. 

Compound tinct, of gentian 30 " 

Alcohol 230 *• 

Sherry wine 7 10 '' 

Mix. Dose, a tablespoonful two or three times daily in a cupful 
of water. 

Recommended in phthisis, to diminish cough, fever, expectora- 
tion, etc. — Ibid. 
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S. S. S. — This popular nostrum, which has been advertised ad 
nauseam^ is said to be composed of the following ingredients — 
originally prepared by an old Indian Chief, Billy Bowlegs, of 
Florida: Cnionanthus Virg., a bushel of the root; Xanthoxylum 
frax., one pound; Rhus glabra (and black sumach), R. typhirea, 
aa. one-half pound; Sarsaparilla root, ten ounces. All boiled 
strong in eight gallons of water, then an ounce of cupri sulph. 
added, and given in doses of one ounce three times a day. 

To Allay the Itching in Ecxema. — A good local applica- 
tion, which is both protective and stimulant, is to cover the surface 
of the body with an ointment made as follows: 

B Zinci oxidi 3 j 

Olei juniperi 3; j 

Adipis 3 i 

M. Sig. Use as an ointment. 

1* emedy for Earache. — In the Druggists* Circular for July, 
1883, a correspondent says: 

The remedy which I here offer has, after repeated trials, never 
failed to afford almost instant relief It is perfectly simple, easy of 
application, costs but little, and can be procured at any drug store. 

Here it is with accompanying directions: 

B Olive oil 3; j 

Chloroform 3 j 

Mix and shake well together; then pour twenty-five or thirty 
drops into the ear and close it up with a piece of raw cotton to ex- 
clude the air and retain the mixture. 

The remedy I can truly say is a specific in earache. It acts 
promptly and efficiently, and in my hands has never failed to effect 
a cure in a short space of time. — Med, and Surg, Rep, 

Hydrated Oxide of Iron. — Dr. Squibb recommends the fol- 
lowing as a simple method of preparing Hydrated Oxide of Iron, 
the antidote for arsenic, one of its chief advantages being that the 
ingredients are always easily obtained. Take of 

Tinct. Ferri Chloridi 3 iv, 

Aquae Font 3 iv, 

Mix in a vessel of 5 xij capacity, 

And add aqua ammon 5 ij. 

Shake well, pour it on a large wet muslin drainer, wring out the 
water and alcohol and wash with fresh water. The stomach hav- 
ing been evacuated by emetics while the antidote was being pre- 
pared, give f 3; iv at once, to be followed by an emetic. Then 
give 3 ij every ten minutes. — Pacific Med, and Surg, Journal. 

Whooping Cough Specific. — R. Acid nitrici dil, 3 j; tr. car- 
damon co. 3 iij; syrup simplicis 3 iv; aque a^, 3 iv. M. Take a 
dessert spoonful every four hours. — Amer. Med, Jour ^ 
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Flatulent Dyspepsia.— 

R. Potass, chlor 2^ drachms, 

Soda* bicarb 2^ drachms, 

Rhei piilv J drachm, 

Capsici pulv . 4 grains, 

01. sassafras 2 drops. 

M. Sig. Dissolve in half pint of water, and give tablespoon- 
fill immediately after each meal. — Med. Brief, Dec. 

Intense Itching. — Sponge the parts once or twice a day with 
pure rectified spirits, containing ^\g minims of carbolic acid to the 
ounce. — Dr. James Starting in the Lancet. 

Sir Benjamin Brodie's Prescription for Gout. — 

R Pil. hydrargyrij 

Ext. rhei, >■ • . . . . aa 9 j, 

Ext. coloc. CO., ) 

Ext. colchici acet grs. xv. 

Ft. pil. XV. Sumantur tres horae somni pro renata — Louisville 
Medical News. 

Tetter of the Hands. — Dr. Crum (in Brief) says: **I would 
advise the use of either of the following ointments: 

* R Chrysophanic acid 3 j, 

Cosmoline 3 j. 

M, Sig. Apply to affected parts night and moi'ning.' 

* R Oxalic acid 5 j. 

Pure glycerine 3 "j- 

M. Sig. Apply night and morning.' " 

Resorcin in Cholera Infantum. — In Breslau, ninety-one 
cases of cholera infantum were treated with resorcin in the dose 
of one-third to one-half grain in two ounces of infusion of cham- 
omile. The success of this treatment was remarkable. How 
often the dose was given is not stated. — Med. Times ^ Dec. 17. 

To Prevent Pitting in Smallpox. — A writer (in Southern 
Clinic) recommends, to prevent pitting in smallpox, the following: 

Take of white lead (plumbum carbonicum), quantum lib., mix 
with linseed oil q s. to make a cream-like paste, add to the bulk 
about five to six per cent, carbolic acid, and apply with a large 
camel's-hair brush repeatedly, so as to keep the surface of the face, 
hands, etc., permanently and fully covered. 

Urticaria. — Dr. Ashworth (in Medical Brief) recommends: 

** B Pure absolute alcohol \ drachm, 

01. tiglii > I drop. 

M. Sig. Five to ten drops every three or four hours." 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

NOTICE.— J/any of our subscribers have forgotten us in the matter 
of remitting their dues. Friends^ please attend to this matter at once. 
We are obliged to have money to run the Journal. Our printers are 
Cash men. W. 



EDITORIAL NOTICES, 

Parke, Davis & Co.. the great Drug house of Detroit, have a new and 
interesting advertisement in this issue. 

Saddle-Bags. — See the new advertisement of A. A. Mellier, of St. Louis, 
in this number. His Saddle-bags can't be beat. 

McKesson & Robbins.— We ask attention to the new advertisement of the 
above excellent house, commencing in this number of our Journal. 

Franklin Mills Co.— See the advertisement of Warren's Food Flour, 
containing the entire elements of the wheat. Let our friends test this article 
of flour, especially in dyspeptic cases. 

W. S. Mkrrbll Chemical Co. — Examine the advertisement of this 
large and popular house, Cincinnati, Ohio, successors to the late Wm. S. Mer- 
rell & Co , well and favorably known as Manufacturing Chemists in that city. 

Cumming Clarion : iThe following placard is to be seen on the wall of a 
country store in this county : 

PEPPERMINT ILE FOR 

Hed ake. 
Belle " 
Toth " 

THE TRANSACTIONS 

Of the Medical Association of Georgia, thirty fourth annual session, has been 
kindly handed us by Dr. J. A. Gray, Secretary. 

At no period since the organization of the Society, has the volume of Trans- 
actions been so promptly issued as in this instance. 

The work is very neatly gotten up, and contains 275 octavo pages. There 
are 254 names on the roll of membership. The names of deceased members 
recorded since the organization number 162, being a little more than four 
members per annum. 

The next, or thirty-fifth annual meetine of the Association will take place 
at Macon the third Wednesday in April. i88j^. 

The papers published in the volume are as follows . 

President's Address— By K. P. Moore. M. D. 

Report on Diseases of Women for the First Congressional District — By K. 
J. Nunn, M. D. 

Cerebrospinal Meningitis — Report on the Practice of Medicine for the 
Seventh Congressional Distrct— By W. B. Wells, M. D. 

Report of Section on Surgery for the Seventh Congressional District — By 
J. C. Bivings, M. D. 

Report on Gynecology for the Seventh CoVigressional District — A Plea for 
the Education of Females— By Charles P. Gordon, M. D. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



398 Southern Mei>ical Record. 

Climate— By A. Means, M. D., D.D., LL. D. 

HyoRciamin in the Treatment of Violent Mania— By T. O. Powell, M.D. 

Hotz's Operations for Entropion and Trichiasis, with fifteen cases — By A. 
G. Hobbs, M. D. 

Report of Surgical Cases - By Thos. R. Wrif ht, M. D. 

Acute Inflammations of the Throat — By Charles W. Hickman, M. D. 

The Dry Treatment of Suppurative Inflammation of the Middle Ear—By 
A. W. Calhoun, M. D. 

Typhoid Fever— By L. G. Hardman, M. D. 

Dysentery— By J. W. Duncan, M. D. 

A Case of Circumcision — By B. R. Dostoi, M. D. 

Preca'jtionary Measures and Contra* Indications to the use •f Pressure by 
the Tampon in Diseases of the Pclvi-. Organs— By V. H. Taliaferro, M. D. 

Taliaferro's Hard Rubber Intra- Uterine Steam Pessary, Retro-Displaoe- 
ment Pessary, Universal Pessary and Tracheloraphy — By G. H. Noble, M.D. 

The Carbolic Acid and Iodine Treatment of Typhoid Fever— By Howard 
J. Williams, M. D. 

Necrology — By Eugene Foster, M. D. 

George Franklin Cooper, M. D. — By Eugene Foster, M. D. 

William Morris Charters, M. D.— By Robert P. Myers, M. D. 

>hn D. Fish, A. M., M. D.— Bv R J. Nunn, M. D. 

Dr. Robert C. Carroll,— By A. Sibley Campbell, M. D. 

The following are the oflScers elect for the present year : 

President — A. W. Calhoun, Atlanta. 

Vice-Piesidents- R. J. Nunn, Savannah ; M. P. Deadwyler, Elberton. 

Secretary — James A. Gray, Atlanta. 

Treasurer — E. C. Goodrich, Augusta 

Orator — ^J. G. Hopkins, Thomasville. 

BOARD OF CENSORS : 

Members. Elected. 

W B. Wells. Red Clay (1879.) 

E. L. Connally, Atlanta (1880.) 

J.S. Todd, Atlanta (1881.) 

Eugene Foster, Augusta *. (1882.) 

A. W. Griggs, West Point (1883.) 

The Special Committees are as follows : 

Committee on Inebriate Asylum,-]. P. Logan, J. B. Baird, A. W. Cal- 
houn, W. A. Love, W. O'Daniel 

CknnmUtee on Expert Testimony. —H. V. M. Miller, J. T. Johnson, J. 
8. Todd, T. B. Baird. 

OommUttee on AncUomioal Material.-H. V. M. Miller, T. S. Powell, 
Wm. Perrin Nicolson, W. S. Armstrong-, DeSaussure Ford, J. B. Baird, G. 
G. Crawfo.d, C.H.Hall, W.F.Westmoreland. 

PRIZE ESSAYS FOR 1883-84. 

At the last meeting of the Medical Association of Georgia the Committee 
on Prize Essays was authorized to award a prize of fifty dollars to the best 
Essay on any subject connected with the practice of Medicine, Surgery, Ob- 
stetrics or Hygiene— provided one be found worthy of a prize. 

Each Essay must be accompanied by a sealed packet, on which shall be 
written some motto or sentence, and within which shall be enclosed the au- 
thor's name and residence. The same motto or sentence is to be written on 
the Essay to which the packet is attached. 

Any clew by which the authorship of an Essay is made known to tlie Com- 
mittee will debar such Essay from competition. 

Competition for this prize is open to all regular physicians practicing in 
Georgia. 

All Essays must be sent to Dr. Eugene Foster, Chairman of Committee on 
Prize Essays, 419 Broad street, Augusta, Georgia. 

All Essays must be sent on or before March loth, 1884. 

In behalf of the Committee on Prize Essays, 

Eugene Fostsr, M. D., Chairman. 
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SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE, ATLANTA. 

The aboTe Institution opens with an increased class the present session, and 
encouraging prospects r«r the future. 

The sehool is well officered and equipped in all departments. The clinical 
advantages are excellent, and t*iere is a hospital connected with the Institution. 
Practical Anatomj is here most thoroughly taught, in which the students have 
every facility, including dissections, plates, models, stereopticon illustrations, 
etc., and also Chemistry, Physiology, Hygiene, Obstetrics, Surgeiy and the 
special departments of the £ye, Ear and Throat, Dermatology, Dentistry, etc. 

The Institution well deserves the patronage and encouragement of the Pro- 
fession everywhere. 

PHARMA Cr IN AMERICA, 

In respect to the beauty, variety and excellency of Pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions, and the enterprise displayed by the large manufacturing chemists of this 
country, it is conceded that America is in advance of our transatlantic 
brethren. 

At the late International Pharmaceutical Exhibition at Viennr, it is said that 
this fact was manifestl v apparent. 

A correspondent of the Monthly Magazine of Pharmacy thus writes of the 
display made by our enterprising and renowned countrymen, Messrs. Parke, 
Davis & Co., •f Detroit: 

" Since I have mentioned America, I should not forget to say that Messrs. 
Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, have an important exhibit here, in which we 
find represented almost all that the apothecary's art can do in America. In 
the absence of important exhibits by English and French houses, the Germans 
are evidently pleased at the extent and beauty of the American display. A 
great portion of it is devoted to newer American drugs, which are as yet very 
Httle known in Europe, and are classed as raw products from which the pure 
active principles have not yet been extracted." 

*' We are pleased to note that the same firm have been awarded the gold 
medal of the First Viennese International Pharmaceutical Exhibition, held at 
the Austrian capital from August nth to 38th, inclusive. '* 



DEA THS OF PHTSICIANS. 

We will publish brief notices of the deaths of medical men. We iuvite 
attention t» the following note from Dr. Foster, Chairman of Committee on 
Necrology in the Medical Association of Georgia: 

Augusta, Ga., August 23d, 1883. 
Drar Doctor: 

If any member of our Association has died in your County 
since our last meeting, will you be so kind as to notify me at your earliest coa- 
veniencei Respectfully, 

EuGFXE Foster, M.D., 
Chairman Committee on Necrology. 

PAMPHLETS RECEIVED, 

Third Annual Report of the Astronomer in Charge of the Horological and 
Thermometric Bureaus in the Observatory of Yale College. 1882 -1883. 
Presented to the Director of the Observatory, June 18, 1883, by Leonard Waldo. 
New Haven: Tuttle, Morehouse & Taylor, Printers. 1883. 

Diaenosis of Ovarian Tumors, Lectures Delivered by Edw. Borck, A.M. 
M.D., Professor of Surgery, etc , etc. 

The New York Post-Graduate Medical School. Announcement of the 
Second Year. Sessions of 1883 *84. Nos. 213—215 East 23d Street, New 
York City. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



406 Southern Medical Record. 

RECEIPTED. 

1888— Drs. Robert M Savage, M E Demaret, W F Watson, to August; G W Earl, to 
August; O L Danders, to November; C F Yeager, T B Meacham, J R Barton, J W 
Mitchell. N P Hhelly, J R Mnse. L M L.ovelacer82 ; W Barton, '84 : J W Burnett, >84 ; 
C H Ctaalkly; to July '84 ; Wm R Smith, »84 ; Thomas N Clement, '84 ; James Wancn, 
'84; RC Norwood, 1884. 



S P E C I A. L 3Sr O T I C E S. 

JDIA.SSjXS4S.— The attention of the profession Is called to a new remedy 
for the successful treatment and permanent cure of Diabetes Meliitus, GJLLl- 
FORD*8 SOLUTION, an sqneous solution of a combination of Bromine and Ar- 
seniousAcid. This remedy has also proved very ns««fal in a variety of nervous 
affections. Manufectured and sold bv R. H. G ILLIFORD, M. D., Allegheny. Penn- 
sylvania. In half-pint bottles, $1.00 per bottle. Expressed on receipt or price. 
Sample tree, except expressage. 

Dr. R. M. KING. Professor of Physiology and Clinical Medicine, St. Louis Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, says: "I have used lODIA in my practice, and 
so ter it has satisfied my expectations. I regard it as an eflUcient alterative and a very 
valuable remedy in syphilitic and strumous affiMstlons. I therefore cheerfully com- 
mend the preparation, and ask for it a fUr trial at the hanus of the profession. 

DR. Mc ARTHUR'S Compound Syrup of Hypophoephites is receiving the high- 
est commendation of prominent physicians who have used it with success when 
other preparations have ISailed. The care with which it is prepared and the purity 
of the ingredients doubtless contribute to this result. 

Tery Haody.— A ftiUset of Ahl's Splints, containing a splint adapted to every 
fhioture In the body can be bought at A. L. Bernstein's Surgical Instrument Depot 
in Atlanta at reduced rates, («25). Address, A. L. BERNSTEIN, Atlanta, Oa. 

SAxrerlcobl Za.sitxvLaa«zvtsi.— A branch house of the New York establish- 
ment of A. L. BERNSTEIN, has been established in Atlanta, and will constitute a 
convenient depot whereat anything in the Surgical line can be bought or manufac- 
tured. The Profession throughout the South should note this as an important indi- 
cation of Southern progress, and should show their appreciation of the same by 
giving this establishment their encouragement and patronage. 

McKBBSON A ROBBINS.— This great Drue Establishment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation as reliable and eminently successful business 
men. Their various preparations are of acknowledged excellence and purity, and 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beantv with which they are presenied to 
the trade. See their advertisement opposite Ist page of reading matter in this 
Journal. 

More of EM^lOTT'fl SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different jHurts of the country since Jan- 
uary iBt. The proprietor Invites a thorough Investigation and comparison of every 
Bag In the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

PEARH. DAVIS A CO.— This magnificent Drug establishment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by unremitting perseverance and faithfulness in all their business 
Interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and Important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

Wn. R. Warner A C^.~Thls splendid Drug Bouse, so widely and favorablv 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high posi- 
tion. Their preparations are regarded by the profession everywhere as unsurpassed 
for purity and elegance. In respect to their quinine pills, so deservedly popular, the 
following certificate has been published : 

Philadelphia, Pekk., December 22, 1882. 

An analysis of seven samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manufacturers, was made and published in the American Journal of Pharmacy 
by me, and those made by William R Warner A Co^ were found to be correct as to 
quantity and purity of Quinine. BENRY TRIMBLE, AncUyHctu ChemM, 

PATTBBflONViLLK, La., June 6th, 1888. 
CKL'ERIN' A.-Your sample of CELERINA and PINUS CANADENSIS re- 
ceived. I have used tbe Plnus Canadensis in several cases of diarrhoea and dysen- 
tery—one intractable case of dysentery, which bid defiance to other remedies, quick- 
ly yielded to this potent drug. I am satisfied it Is the best remedy ever before put 
into the hands of the medical profession to be used in all diseases requiring a sure 
and powerful mucous astringent. I have ordered a supply from L. L. Lyons, New 
Orleans ; if they do not keep it. will order directly from you. The Celerina is, I have 
no doubt, all you claim for it, but your Pinus Canadensis cannot be extolled too 
highly. F. W. TARLBTON, M.D. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 



By Charles J. Burroughs, M. D., of Georgia. 



The subject under consideration is one upon which much has 
been written, but as each year we see more of it in our practice, 
we cannot be too familiar with all that pertains to it 

It has existed under many names, but that by which it is now- 
recognized is a synonym of difhtherite, a word coined by Bre- 
tonneau from the Greek diphihera^ a skin or parchment, and itisy 
implying inflammation. 

It has been thought by some that its early history dates beyond 
the days of Hippocrates, but by others it is doubted if observa- 
tions then referred really to diphtheria. The **Syriac Ulcer*' 
mentioned by Aretans is considered as having more resemblance 
to this disease than any other of antiquity. 

It was not until the x6th century that we find diphtheria fully 
recognized, and we are indebted to a French physician named 
Baillou for an accurate description of it Other physicians, such 
as Tilla Real, Fontecha, Herrcra, Cortesius, Alaymus, Ghesi and 
John Fothergill, have written on diseases, nearly all of which can 
be credited to diphtheria. 

In the year 1789 Dr. Samuel Bard, of Philadelphia, published a 
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very interesting history of "An uncommon, and highly dangerous 
Distemper," which had recently proved fatal to many children in 
New York. Dr. Abercrombie wrote an accurate description of 
this affection in 1828. It prevailed as an epidemic in Edinburgh 
in 1826, and in Paris in 1853. We find it stated in one of our text- 
books that no deaths from diphtheria are reported as occurring in 
Philadelphia prior to i860, but many cases are known to have been 
reported unrder the head of croup. 

It is now, however, a disease we are often called upon to com- 
bat. It attacks the high and low, rich and poor, and whilst we 
most frequently find it among children, it is not uncommon among 
adults. 

We see no partiality to any particular sex. To the seasons, it 
seems more to favor the fall and winter, more especially the for- 
mer, judging from our experience, but we have met with it even 
in the heat of summer — having attended two cases since com- 
mencing this article, (July). 

Cause, — Although the disease often arises in connection with bad 
drainage, foul habits and impure water supply, we have seen it 
originate where we could not trace it to any of these causes espe- 
cially. There is no doubt that too little attention is paid to proper 
rules of hygiene. If this were done there would be less liability 
to disease, but even where extra caution has been observed, by 
some means or other this disease has obtained a foothold. 

It is remarkable how long the germs may remain dormant and 
then develop under certain conditions. Instances are recorded 
where the virus has remained latent for months, and in one case 
for three years, and then became active. 

Is the disease contagious ? — As such it is considered by many of 
our best clinical observers, but the experience of others do not sus- 
tain their views. It is well, however, for the physician to act 
upon the affirmative side of this question when called upon to 
treat the disease. We have always endeavored to quarantine our 
patients, keeping other members of the family, particularly the 
younger children, whom we consider more susceptible to the poi- 
son, away from them ; but we have often found our commands 
disregarded — the well children mingling with the sick — and have 
seldom seen any evil result from it. 

We may here state, in connection with this subject, that some 
remarkable cases of family susceptibility have been reported — one 
of which, a poor woman with three children of her own, had two 
others under her care. Her own children had the disease, one of 
whom died. The other children were not affected, though allowed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Record. 



403 



'to be constantly in the same room with the little patients. We 
have had a family under our care in which there were three cases 
in 1880. About eighteen months afterwards they were again 
visited by the disease, and five of the children were taken sick — 
one of whom was among those who had been previously attacked. 
Though in a part of the country that was thickly settled, there were 
no other cases in the immediate vicinity. 

Symptoms. — When called to a case of diphtheria, in its incipi- 
ency, we find the neck swollen, with the parotid, submaxillary and 
lymphatic glands enlarged and tender. There is fever, the ther- 
mometer running as high sometimes as 103*^. Upon examining 
the throat we discover the viscid white, or yellowish- white secre- 
tion, generally on one tonsil, which in a day or two extends to the 
other and then over the soft palate and pharynx. As the exuda- 
tion extends the temperature in most cases subsides, though it may 
rise high'^r. The trachea and larynx are liable now to become dis- 
eased, thereby seriously affecting the life of the patient. The nasal 
passages may show the exudation — also any abrasions on the body. 
It is sometimes seen on the nipples of suckling women. 

There is necessarily great pain and difficulty in deglutition, 
which is increased as the disease advances, the suffering of the 
patient at times being intense. Debility soon begins to be evident, 
the pulse becoming slow and weak, and the blood-poisoning each 
day becoming more and more maPnifest until death finally ends the 
struggle. 

We have omitted, thus far, to speak of paralysis, cardiac throm- 
bus and albuminuria, all of which a patient with diphtheria is liable 
to contend with. Albuminuria may appear at any time within the 
first few days, but has been delayed for two or three weeks. The 
paralysis and heart-clot are generally found at or near the termina- 
tion of the case. Too often has it occurred that when to the fond 
parents of a beloved child over whom they had watched day and 
night, and to the physician who, like the helmsman, had care- 
fully steered his frail bark through a long and perilous voyage, in 
which he knew not at what moment a storm might arise which 
he was illy able to contend against ; but now, the voyage being 
almost ended, all could hope that their troubles were over, and 
anxiety no longer was visible on ^v^ry countenance, one of these 
symptoms had presented itself. From paralysis we do not con- 
sider our patient free under two or three weeks, or even a month. 
We have discharged cases, their convalescence apparently com- 
plete, and have been called to them or have them returned to us 
^with marked paralysis. We remember an interesting case of a 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



404 Southern Medical Recokd. 

"boy whom we had attended and discharged, and some little while ■ 
afterwards had him brought to our office with the statement that 
upon returning to school he had found it impossible to read, as the- 
letters were all "jumbled up." He recovered in a short time upon 
treatment. 

We have made no mention, thus far, of the croupous form of 
diphtheria, which Bartholow, in his able work says, "may begin 
as the ordinary catarrhal variety, and continue so without any in- 
dications of a departure from the usual course until the fourth or 
fifth day when it takes on a new character by its sudden develop- 
ment of high fever, increased tumefaction of the glands," etc. We 
have met with some of these cases, and their incipiency seem to be 
identical with the above description. The patient, for four or five 
days, would have the crpupal cough, which increased and tight- 
ened as night came on, to be relieved by treatment until the fol- 
lowing night when it would give symptoms of a repetition of the 
sufferings of the previous night. 

In the treatment of this disease, we lay no claim to any origi- 
nality, and will content ourselves by merely giving the furmulse 
we have generally found most advantageous to us. The following - 
prescriptions we obtained some years ago from one of our jour- 
nals, and deeming them good invariably use them — 

No. I. — R. Tinct ferri chloridi 3 i-iss, 

Glycerinum ) ^ j 

Aqua pura ) ««. d *• 

No. 2. — B. Potassae chloras 3 ss-i, . 

Glycerinum 3 ss, 

Aqua calcis 3 iiss. . 

No. 3. — R. Acidum carbolicum gtt. xv. 

Aqua calcis 3 vi. 

Directions, — Give one teaspoon ful of No. i and No. 2, alternat- 
ing every half hour, except at night, when allow to sleep one or 
two hours. Spray the throat with No. 3 for several minutes at a 
time whenever the above mixtures are given. 

N. B. — Open the mouth wide. When the child is too young for 
this, omit it. When the nose is affected, syringe it out with warm 
or tepid salt water three or four times a day. Do not apply any 
brush or swab to the throat. Sometimes throw a teaspoonful of 
No. I, with a syringe, directly against the affected surface of the 
throat. Give a plenty of cold milk, and give frequently; add lime- 
water occasionally ; also give beef tea. This would be our gen- 
eral treatment, save that we watch our thermometer very closely^ 
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and if there is any fluctuation in it put in quinine pro re nata. If 
we are called early when there is much fever, we find the follow- 
ing prescription produce a most desirable effect — 

R. Tinct. gelsemium | , ... 

Tinct. aconite rad ) " ^ • x\ 1, 

Spiritus aetheris nitrosi o ss, 

Aqua pura 5 ii. 

Of this we give a teaspoonful every half hour or hour, according 
to the age of the child, until we find the temperature is on the 
decline. We give quinine three times a day for its tonic effect 
and nourish as best we can with egg-nogg, milk- punch, chicken 
soup, etc. A warm ffax-seed meal poultice we direct to be applied 
to the throat during the day and at night if the patient's sufferings 
are such as to prevent his sleeping. Should he rest well at night 
we remove the poultice and apply a thick and wide ffannel collar 
fitting tightly. We find that sponging the body with equal parts 
of alcohol and tepid water two or three times a day tends greatly 
toward strengthening our patients. 

During convalescence it is our custom to put our patients on the 
following : 

R. Chlo. potassa 3 i, 

Tinct. fer. chlo 3 ii, 

Glycerine Si, 

Aqua 3 vi. 

M. Sig. Dose: one teaspoonful. 

We give it for the first few days every three or four hours, after- 
wards three times aday, and keep it up for some time, say two or 
three weeks, as the blood-poisoning leaves an ansemia, from which 
recovery is slow,, and we deem that this will tend greatly toward 
warding oflT paralysis, which may make its appearance during this 
time. 

We are constrained to difl!er with our professional brethren who 
advocate so strongly a mercurcal cathartic in the commencement 
of this disease. We do not consider a "scavenger," viz : calomel, 
jalap and scammony, as a necessary adjuvant. Our experience as 
far as producing satisfactory results, has been very different from 
those who found that "the course of the disease was certainly cut 
short" by these means. We attended a case of a child some time 
ago to whom ten grains of calomel had been given previous to 
our arrival. The course of the disease was certainly cut shorty but 
not as we would have -desired, as the patient died. We are will- 
ing to admit that the bowels must do their duty in eliminating the 
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poison from the system, and we make use of them for this pur- 
pose, but we consider a mild cathartic occasionally given is suf- 
ficient. We try to give as little medicine of a debilitating nature, 
as possible, through the whole course of the disease, but strive 
rather to keep up the strength of our patients, and by using such 
treatment as we have given, we believe we have met with as 
favorable results as could be obtained frotxn any otbier course. 



INFANT FEEDING. 

[Translated ftrom the Frenob, by Dr. E. Van GoidtsuoveD, for tlie Soathem- 
Medical Racx>iu>.— Le Journal Medloal, Paris.] 



Professor Parrot, in a series of lectures on "Infant Feeding," 
dwells a /rf<7r/ on a few points very little known in the anatomy 
and physiology of the digestive tube of that age. 

In the study of the buccal cavity he demonstrates the impor- 
tance and utility which should be ascribed to the fatty gland or 
Bichat. This gland constitutes an oblique mass, slightly stretched- 
at its extremities, situated at the junction of the anterior two-thirds- 
with the posterior third of the buccal parietes. It is easily distin- 
guished from the surrounding fatty tissue. Its size, after havings 
increased up to the second or third year, gradually diminishes, and 
even changes in position. When under some pathological influ- 
ence the child becomes emaciated, the gland loses its consistency 
and tends to resume its embryonic condition ; hence a notable per- 
turbation in the act of suction. Professor Parrot believes that 
Bichat's gland plays an in^portant role in this act, and that its ex- 
istence and formation can be accounted for in the following man- 
ner : 

As soon as the child begins to suck a vacuum is made within^ 
the buccal cavity which the internal walls of the cheek tend to filL. 
It is precisely above the alveolar arcades at the point where this, 
tendency is eflected, that Bichat's fatty gland can be found, the 
function of which evidently consists in facilitating the act of suck- 
ing by filling the vacuum which is formed at that moment. It may 
be admitted that in this instance the function is parent to the or- 
gan, and that repetition of functional activity necessitates this par- 
ticular organic determination ; and that, should this function sus- 
pend its action for several thousands of years, this fatty gland 
would ultimately disappear, as now seems to be the tendency with 
the wisdom tooth, especially in the upper classes. At all events^ 
it appears certain that when this organ has become atrophied un- 
der the influence of great emaciation, the act of sucking is reii? 
dered extremely difficult thereby. 
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The normal situation of the stomach in a child is very interest- 
ing to consider with respect to its functions. Whilst in man its 
axis is almost horizontal, it is nearly vertical in the infant, which is 
due to the organ not being yet fully developed. Hence, if the 
child be held vertically the food accumulates within the greater 
curvature ; yet, it passes easily through the pylorus. If the child 
be held lying on its left side, this situation is particularly favorable 
for stomachal digestion, for the food is thereby retained longer in 
the viscus before reaching the pylorus. If, on the contrary, the 
child be held on his right side, the food passes almost instantly into 
the intestines. 

Dorsal recumbence, with head slightly backwards, is very favor 
able to regurgitation, and this position more than any other is likely 
to produce asphyxia through the introduction of food in the 
trachea, so that with children whb are subject to regurgitation, it 
should be deemed imperative to hold them for some time after be- 
ing breast or bottle fed, in a vertical position, in order to allow the 
food to pass rapidly into the intestines. 

With regard to the gastric juice secreted by the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach, it has been ascertained that it contains pep- 
sin already in the third or fourth month of intra-uterine life. In 
this instance it should be remembered that meconism is a product 
of digestion. But with the new-born the effects of gastric juice 
present a particularity very different from what takes place in the 
adult. As the infant continues to suck, even to its very last mo- 
ments of existence, it follows that the gastric juice keeps on secret- 
ing ; and as its peptonizing action is not exhausted even by death, 
it acts upon the parietcs which are found softened much more fre- 
quently than in the adult. Thus when alimentary substances have 
found their way into the bronchial passages the lungs have been 
found entirely digested within a few hours following death. 

[To BX COKTinUSD.] 



TONSILLITIS AND ITS TREATMENT. 



By L. B. Dawlev, M. D., of N. Y. 



Without going into the minutiae or the symptomatology of the 
very common disease called quinsy, which every medical man in 
active practice is called upon to treat, I beg leave to give my ex- 
perience : 

An attack of tonsillitis is usually ushered in with a feeling of 
malaise, headache, pains in the limbs, and a sense of chilliness, or 
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^y 3 rigor. There is a sense of uneasiness in the throat, the patient 
•complaining of soreness there, with lancinating pains extending to- 
ward the ears ; and at or behind the angle of the jaws very much 
tenderness and stiffness exist, so that the patient may be unable to 
open the mouth wide enough for an examination to be made. The 
■expression of the face is one of much suffering and anxiety. The 
tonsils are much swollen, and fluids regurgitate through the nose 
on attempting to swallow. The mouth is usually filled with a yel- 
low, tenacious mucous saliva ; and this may assume the torm of a 
membrane, which I have removed, in some cases, in large masses, 
with my dressing forceps. The patient rarelv assumes the recum- 
bent position, owing to the great sense of suffocation. 

Secretions are arrested, pulse increased, elevation of temperature, 
the voice assuming a nasal-twang, and in very bad cases there will 
be loss of voice, which very much frightens the patient and friends. 
There is usually much prostration, and this is due to the inability 
of the patient to take and digest fiourishment. 

I think if the cases are seen early, that they may terminate in 
resolution, avoiding abscesses and suppuration. All of my cases, 
and some of them of the worst form, have terminated in this 
way. 

Case I. — Maud E., aged 20 years, small in stature, of general 
good health, was taken with usual symptoms of quinsy, July 11, 
1S82. She called in a homceopathist of many years' practice and 
quite noted in throat troubles. Prescribed his usual high dilutions 
and inhahitions of hot steam. Case grew worse under his treat- 
ment, till the family concluded to change. They called me in July 
i8th. I found the patient bolstered up in a large chair with a tea- 
pot in her lap and a mush poultice on her throat. Patient said she 
had not slept a minute, nor spoke a word, nor eaten a mouthful, in 
a week. (Informed me by writing on a slate.) I opened her 
mouth with tongue spatula, and with dressing forceps removed 
much yellow, tenacious mucus from fauces. Gave — 

B Tr. aconite gtt. x, 

Tr. Phytolacca 3 j? 

Water 3 iv. 

Dose, teaspoonful half an hour apart. 

Applied to tonsils with camel's hair brush, every hour, tincture 
of veratrum and tincture muriate of iron, aa. 5 ij. Patient began 
spitting freely. I applied tincture veratrum (strong) to the out- 
side of the throat by wetting a cloth and keeping it in contact 
with the neck. Saw patient next day, and found her able to take 
nourishment in liquid form. Continued treatment, and discharged 
my patient the third day. 

The above case came to me some time afterward with symptoms 
pointing to the same disease. I duplicated the treatment, and the 
patient had no further trouble. 

Case II. — Mrs. D., aged 35 years, strong, healthy constitution. 
I was called to see her October 2d, 1883. She said she was sub- 
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ject to quinsy attacks, and always had her throat lanced, or was 
confined to the house for ten days at a time : 

R Aconite gtt. x, 

Phytolacca. 5 ij. 

Water S iv. 

M. S. A teaspoonful every half hour. 

Local application of veratrum 3 j, 

Tine, muriat of iron 3 j. 

Water 3 ij. 

M. S. Use in throat with atomizer once every hour. Case ter- 
minated in resolution. 

Case III. — Chas. M., ag^ed 28 years, large, strong, and in the best 
of health, with the exception of occasional attacks of quinsy. He 
came to my office February i8th, 1883, and with the nasal twang 
which plainly spoke for itself; said he had been the rounds ot the 
doctors, and could get no relief. He concluded to see what I could 
<io. I prescribed — 

R Aconite gtt. x, 

Phytolacca 3 j, 

Veratrum gtt xx, 

Water S iv. 

M. S. A teaspoon ful every hour. 

Had a cloth wet in spirits of turpentine and applied to the 
throat. Saw him a week afterwards, when he met me and said : 
*• Doctor, you did what no other doctor ever accomplished." Said 
3ie went to be3 after using my medicine, and slept all night, and 
next day could take food in liquid form. No suppuration. 

Case IV.-^Miss C, aged iS years, presented herself at my office 
May 9th, 1883, and had the same story to tell of what she had 
heard of my success m curing quninsy. She was just coming 
•down with the disease. I prescribed as follows : 

-R Aconite gtt. x, 

Phytolacca 3 j, 

Veratrum gtt. xx, 

Water 5 iv- 

M. S. A teaspoonful every hour. 

Applied spirits of turpentine to the throat as in previous case. 
Patient came back in a week, and said that she was quiie well. 
Suppuration had always occurred on previous attacks. 

I could go on and multiply cases, but I think this is sufficient. 
My success with phytolacca in glandular diseases has been quit^ 
extended. In the treatment of chronic tonsillitis I rely solely 
oupon Phytolacca and tonics. — Echc. Med. Jour. 
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QUINIUM SALTS. 



By R. Rother, M. D. 



The quinium salts found in the general market, excepting the 
sulphate, are very much less in demand than this great staple salt^ 
probably because it appeared earliest in the field and so became- 
the dominant form. Had the chloride, instead of the sulphate^ 
been first presented its introduction would have follovired as a mat- 
ter of course. It is, indeed, to be regretted that this was not the 
case, since the chloride has more specially valuable qualities than 
are possessed by any other quinic salt. Containing a greater per- 
centage of quinine it is at the same time more soluble in either al- 
cohol or water than any other normal quinium salt ; and, although 
far more soluble than the normal sulphate, it is much less bitter 
and less persistently bitter than this. Another advantage is that 
owing to its greater solubility all other less soluble salts of quinine 
can be prepared from it by double decomposition. Whilst being, 
the staple form it could also be the cheapest salt of the market, ana 
hence all other varieties prepared from it would be correspondingly 
less costly than now. 

For preparing the various quinium salts from the sulphate, two- 
methods are in use : One consists in precipitating the base froiTh 
the acid sulphate by means of caustic alkali, and dissolving it in 
the acid of which the salt is desired. By the other method either 
the normal or the acid sulphate is decomposed by the barium salt 
of the acid whose quinium compound is to be obtained. In cer- 
tain cases other processes or modifications of the foregoing may 
be employed with advantage. 

The first general method is rarely desirable, and the use of the 
barium .«alts although frequently directed is not often res^orted to,, 
the corresponding calcium salt with alcohol being employed in 
most cases with superior efiect. By one method strong alco- 
hol is employed and the entire precipitation of the by-product is 
aimed at. In the second, only sufficient alcohol is added atter the- 
completion of the reaction to effect the solution of the generated 
quinium salt in the least volume of aqueous menstruuno. 

Of several processes for producing quinium chloride the best is. 
afforded by taking advantage of its almost total insolubility in a 
saturated solution of sodium chloride. When any convenient 
amount of quinium sulphate is mixed with a hot filtered saturated 
solution of sodium chloride, the quinium chloride is precipitated 
as a crystalline magma which rapidly agglutinates, and, on coolings 
forms a compact friable mass. The liquid is poured away from 
the residue, which is washed from the sodium sulphate generated 
by heatiing several more times with sodium chloride solution. The 
quinium chloride may be crystallized from hot water in the usual, 
manner. 

, Quinium hypophosphite is usually made vby dissolving the free 
base in hypophosphorus acid and crystallizing. The best result is 
obtained by dissolving 170 parts of calcium hypophosphite in 15,- 
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000 parts of water, heating the sohition and adding S72 parts of 
quinium sulphate, filtering after the calcium sulphate has subsided 
and setting the solution aside to crystallize. 

The union of tannin with quinine, the so-called tannatc, in view 
of its medicinal inferiority and excessive cost, is yet considerably 
used, probably on account of its lack of bitterness. This salt, if 
salt the ordinary article may be called, contains a very low, in fact 
the very lowest percentage of quinine, and is also one of the most 
insoluble compounds of this base. 

Tannin has a varied affinity for many substances, and in difler- 
ent degrees for the same substance. By reason of this peculiarity 
the quinium tannate, or tannolate, as ordinarily prepared, contains 
a very large excess of tannin compounded with free acid, so that 
the article is in reality a mixture. Manufacturers, indeed, en- 
deavored to have the largest possible amount of tannin absorbed^ 
deeming such a procedure perfectly legitimate in view of the fact 
that no recognized and definite standard for comparison exjsts. 
The bitterness of the substance, of course, diminishes in proportion 
to the deficiency of quinine contained in it, and the degree of its 
envelopment by the inert acid tannolate. 

There is a quinium sulpho-tannolate of fairly definite composi- 
tion which might, with advantage, replace the other so-called tan- 
nates. It may be readily prepared by the following formula : Dis- 
solve 322 parts of tannin and 98 parts of potassium acetate in 10,- 
000 parts of water, by the aid of heat, then add 872 parts of quin- 
ium sulphate, continue the heat for a few minutes, transfer the pre- 
cipitate to a filter, and after sufficient washing dry it by exposure 
to the open air. 

Syrup of yerba santa is growing in popularity as a vehicle for 
quinine in a tasteless form. As ordinarily prepared, it represents 
one ounce of the leaves in the pint, but a syrup of half this strength 
would be quite as good for general purposes. The active agent is 
an acid resin, which generates with quinine a nearly insoluble salt, 
which is decomposed by the common acids in the free acid resin 
and soluble quinium salt. The compound of quinine with the resin 
is a definite salt, and would be an excellent substitute for the in- 
definite tannolates of the market. It can be readily produced by 
extracting the leaves with water containing some alcohol and am- 
monia, and mixing the liquor with quinium sulphate, warming 
gently, washing the precipitate and drying it by exposure. 

Syrup of yerba santa is best prepared by percolating one ounce 
of the leaves in coarse powder with water containing one drachm 
of ammonia water and two fluid ounces of alcohol in the pint, 
until one pint of liquor is obtained, and dissolving twenty-eight 
troy ounces of sugar in this with gentle heat. This syrup is clear 
and bright, having a deep brown red color, and slightly bitter but 
pleasant honey -like taste. 

Quinium valerate in two crystalline forms in star-grouped 
needles, and in plates. 

The first kind a^-e obtained from a hot saturated solution by cool- 
ing ; the second, at a lower temperature by slow evaporation. The 
first is the most practical form, and most readily produced. Double 
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decomposition is the only practical procedure for preparing the 
valerate. Two or three methods may be used, but the best pro- 
cess is that by double decomposition between quinium sulphate 
and calcium valerate in the presence of weak alcohol. This yields 
the salt chiefly in star crystals. The calcium valerate is generated 
by the action of valeric acid in aqueous solution on calcium carbo- 
nate. The reaction is almost instantly completed with copious 
•cflervescence. The formola is as follows : Mix 304 parts of val- 
eric acid with e;,ooo parts of water, add 100 parts of calcium car- 
bonate, and when efTervescence has ceased and a clear solution has 
resulted, add 2.500 parts of alcohol and 872 parts of quinium sul- 
phate. Now heat the mixture until decomposition is complete ; 
filter whilst hot, and rinse the residue of calcium sulphate with a 
little alcohol or weak alcohol, and set the filtrate aside to crystallize. 
Collect the crystals on a filter, drain, and dry in the open air. The 
<irained liquor on evaporation will yield an additional crop of 
crystals. — Abridged from an Article by R, Rot her, in the Amertcan 
yournal of Phartnacy, — Va, Med. monthly. 



THE HOT WATER TREATMENT. 



Directions for Using Hot Water according to the 
Salisbury Plans. 



1. The water must be hot; not cold or lukewarm. — This is to ex- 
•cite downward peristalsis of the alimentary canal. Cold water 
depresses as it uses animal heat to bring it up to the temperature 
of the economy, and there is a loss of nerve force in this proceed- 
ing. 

Lukewarm water excites upward peristalsis or vomiting, as is 
well known. By hot water is meant a temperature of 1 10 degrees 
to 1:^0 degrees F., such as is commonly liked in the use of tea and 
cotVce. In cases of diarrhoea the hotter the better. In cases of 
hemorrhages the temperature should be at blood heat. Ice water 
is disallowed in all cases, sick or well. 

2. Quantity of hot water at a draught. — Dr.. Salisbury first be- 
gan with one-half pint of hot water, but he found it was not 
enough to wash out nor to bear another test founded on the phys- 
iological fact that the unne of a healthy babe suckling a healthy 
^mother (the best standard of health) stands at a specific gravity 
varying from 1015 to 1020. The urine of the patient should be 
^made to conform to this standard, and the daily use of the urinom- 
-eter tells whether the patient drinks enough or too much hot 
water. For example, if the specific gravity of the urine stands at 
1030, more hot water should be drunk, unless there is a loss by 
sweating. On the other hand, should the specific gravity fall to 
loio, less hot water should be drunk. The quantity of hot water 
varies usually from one-half to one pint or one and a half pints at 

«one time drinking. 

The urine to be tested should be " the urina sangruinis " or that 
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voided just after rising from bed in the morning before any meals, 
or drinks are taken. 

The quantity of urine voided in twenty-four hours should niea&-. 
ure from forty- eight to sixty four ounces. The amount will, of 
course, vary somewhat with the temperature of the atmosphere^ 
exercise, sweating, etc., but the hot water must be given so as to 
keep the specific gravity to the infant's standard, to wit, 1015 to 
1020. The urinometer will detect at once whether the proper 
amount of hot water has been drunk, no matter whether the pa- 
tient is present or absent. Another test is that of odor. The urine 
should be devoid of the rank y urinous" smell so well known, but 
indescribable. 

The Salisbury plans aim for this in all cases, and when the pa- 
tients are true and faithtul the aim is realized. 

3. Times of taking hot water, — One hour to two hours before 
each meal, and half an hour before retiring to bed. 

At first Dr. Salisbury tried the time of one hour before meals,^ 
but this was apt to be followed by vomiting. One hour to two 
hours allows the hot water time enough to get out of the stomach 
before the food enters or sleep comes, and thus avoids vomiting. 
Four times a day gives an amount of hot water sufldcient to bring 
the urine to the right specific gravity, quantity, color, odor, and 
freedom from deposit on cooling. If the patient leaves out one 
dose of hot water during an astronomical day, the omission will 
show in the increased specific gravity as indicated by the urinom- 
eter, in the color, etc. Should the patient be thirsty between 
meals, eight ounces of hot water can be taken any time between 
two hours after a meal and one hour before the next meal. This 
is to avoid diluting the food in the stomach with water. 

4. Mode of taking the hot water, — In drinking the hot water it 
should be sipped, and not drunk so fast as to distend the stomach 
and make it feel uncomfortable. From fifteen to twenty minuted 
may be consumed during the drinking of the hot water. 

5. The length of time to continue the use of hot water. — Six (6) 
months is generally required to wash out the liver and intestines 
thoroughly. 

As it promotes health the procedure can be practiced by well, 
people throughout life, and the benefits of " cleanliness inside " be 
enjoyed. The drag and friction on human existence, from the 
eftects of fermentation, foulness, and indigestible food, when re- 
moved, gives life a wonderful elasticity and buoyancy somewhat 
like that of the babe above alluded to. 

6. Additions to hot water. — To make it palatable, in case it is de- 
sired, and medicate the hot water, aromatic spirits of ammonia, 
clover tea blossoms, ginger, lemon juice, sage, salt, and sulphate of. 
magnesia are somelimes added. Where there is intense thirst and 
dryness, a pinch of chloride of calcium or nitrate of potash may 
be added to allay thirst and leave a moistened film over the parched 
and dry mucous membrane surfaces. When there is diarrhoea, cin- 
namon, ginger and pepper may be boiled in the water, and the 
quantity drunk lessened. For constipation a teaspoonful of sul- 
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phate of magnesia or one-half teaspoonful of taraxacum may be 
used in the hot water. 

7. Amount of liquid to be drunk at a vical. — Not more than eight 
ounces. This is in order not to dilute the gastric juice or wash it 
out prematurely, and thus interfere with the digestive processes. 

8. The effects of drinking hot water as indicated, are the im 
proved feelings of the patient. The faeces become black with bile 
washed down its normal channel. This blackness of fseces lasts 
for more than six months, but the intolerable fetid odor of ordinary 
faeces is abated and the smell approximates the odor of healthy in- 
fants suckling healthy breasts, and this shows that the ordinary 
nuisance of fetid faeces is due to the want of washing out and 
cleansing the alimentary canal from its fermenting contents. The 
urine is clear as champagne, free from deposit on cooling, or odor, 
1015 to 1020 specific gravity, like infant's urine. The sweat starts 
freely atter drinking, giving a true bath from centre of body to 
peripher. The skin becomes healthy in feel and looks. The di- 
gestion is correspondingly improved, and with this improvement 
comes a better working of the machine. All thirst and dry mu- 
cous membranes disappear in a few days, and a moist condition of 
the mucous membrane and skin takes place. Ice water in hot 
weather is not craved for, and those who have drunk ice- water 
freely are cured of this propensity. Inebriety has a strong foe in 
the use of hot; water. 

9. Summary of general considerations on the therapeutical drink- 
ing of hot water, — 

(a) Foundation of all treatment of chronic diseases. 
\b\ Excites downward peristalsis. 

(c) Relieves spasm or colic of the bowels by applying the re- 
laxing influence of heat inside the alimentary canal, just as heat 
applied outside the abdomen relieves. 

(d) Dilutes the ropy secretions of the whole body, and renders 
them less adhesive, sticky and tenacious. 

(e) Inside bath. 

\f) Dissolves the abnormal crystalline substances that may be 
in the blood and urine. 

{g) Necessary to have the hot water out of the stomach before 
.meals. 

(h) Use is to wash down the bile, slime, yeast and waste, and 
have the stomach fresh and clean for eating. 

in Promotes elimination everywhere. 
^ ) If objection is made, it must be remembered that we are 75 
per cent, water. 

{k) The gas that is sometimes eructated after drinking hot water 
is not produced by the hot water, but was present before, and the 
contraction of peristalsis ejects it, or sometimes it is that the air is 
swallowed in sipping as horses suck air. The amount of gas con- 
tained in the alimentaiy canal is larger than most are aware of, and 
yet it is not excessive, as it takes some time to eruct a gallon of 
gas from the stomach. This length of time can be tested by sub- 
merging a gallon jug filled with air under water, and observing 
how long it will be in filling with water. 
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(/) Some physicians have advised against hot water, on the 
•ground that it would " burn the coating of the stomach.'' If this 
is so, then a denudation of the lining of the stomach continuously 
for twenty- four years is compatible to a state of otherwise perfect 
health with no sign of illness for that period of time, and is also 
-compatible with the numerous cases that have occurred under the 
use of hot water as a foundation for treatment during the past 
twenty-five years. Again, the same physicians drink tea and 
coffee at the same temperature, and this act belies their warning 
and shows their inconsistency and want of consideration before 
speaking. 

(m) These dicta about the therapeutic drinking of hot water 
were founded on physiological experiments at the outset, verified 
-in pathology and based on the experience derived from the treat- 
ment of thousands of cases since 1858. They are open, so that 
.all who will may partake of this " water of life freely." 

10. Personal estimate of the founder of this practice. — "If I 
were confined to one means of medication, I would take hot water. 
I have drunk it for twenty-five years." 

Corroboration of the ^writer, — ^The writer testifies that his own 
personal experience and observation corroborate the truth of these 
statements of the Salisbury plans. — Dr, Cutter in GaillarcTs Med- 
.ical yournal. 

ON THE ^'DRY DRESSING" TREATMENT OF 
WOUNDS. 



By Samson Gamgek, M. D. 



Generalizations are proverbially diflScult in a science and prac- 
tice like that of surgery. However sound be their foundations, 
however close the reasonings by which they are arrived at, their 
^success in particular cases depends on the judgment, skill and care 
with which they are applied. To the reservations already made 
I must add something on "Dry Dressing," which, unqualified, is 
a very misleading designation of this plan ot treatment. It is 
certainly entitled to be called "dry dressmg," inasmuch as water 
is not used, and even astringent and antiputrescent lotions very 
sparingly so ; but success demands attention to all essentials of the 
physiological treatment of surgical injuries — inrimobility, position, 
and pressure, drainage and infrequent dressing, pure and non- 
putrescent materials ; gentle, patient, and skilled manipulation ; 
intelligent and unceasing watchfulness of constitutional states. 

Fresh wounds without loss of substance are particularly suited 
for the plan ot treatment here recommended. They should be 
put up without water, the edges accurately in contact ; always 
bearing in mind the necessity of providing for drainage outward 
of any eflfused fluid. Under absorbent pads and elastic pressure, 
with absolute rest and attention to position, the vast majority of 
fresh wounds heal rapidly, solidly, and painlessly. When the 
dressing is changed, which it should only be infrequently, no water 
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should be employed ; but if there be any discharge and ne- 
cessity for cleaning, this can best be done with a pledget of d\ry 
lint of of iAbst)i;bfettt gauze and cotton ; all manipulations to be- of* 
the lightest Stlicb dry dressing simulates the natnral scabbing 
{yroctesS, bul I's really more perfect. Wounds of mainy inches in 
'length n^i so directly and perfectly under dry dressmgand elastic 
jpt^essutifr, that in the course of a few days it is oftem difHcult to de- 
^etlthfe fine linear scar on the dry and shrivelled »kin4 If a fresh 
wound be attended with loss of substance, some boroglycerine 
should be poured on the part before applicalio«i ;: it prevents too 
close adhesiveness, and possible bleeding, when the dressing is re- 
moved, and has the further advantage of pve^enting decompo- 
sition. 

The necessary employment of sutures and adhesive plasters, ac- 
cording to requirements, need not be dwelt lapon, and I shall only 
briefly remark that instead of, or in addition to, such bonds of 
union, I frequently employ styptic colloid, compound tincture of 
benzoin or collodion. 

In wounds with large loss of substance, if healing be slow, ac- 
tion may profitably be stimulated by a variety ot the well known 
astringent applications in ointment or lotion, than which I do not 
know a better than the old red lotion, with a liberal addition of 
glycerine. Position, rest, and pressure remain cardinal indications, 
poultices and water prohibited. By this I mean stagnant water in 
the shape of water dressing, which is nearly as potent as a poul- 
tice in promoting suppuration and decomposition. It is otherwise 
with cold water irrigation, which is consistent with, nay may\be 
made conducive to, perfect drainage, and by. its astringent and' 
sedative action produces effects very similar to those of rest and . 
pressure. Cold irrigation is not easy to apply continuously com- 
fortably, and one of its great advantages, the low temperature, may 
be secured by ice bags. 

I hope I have made it clear that while the absence of water is a 
prominent feature of the *'Dry Dressing" method, an essential is 
the maintenance of immovable apposition under elastic pressure, 
whereby the dynamics of the circulation are so controlled that the 
part is only allowed blood enough to nourish it. Irrigation, the 
great cause of stasis and efiusion, is reduced to a minimum, and., 
the part is maintained in a state the nearest approaching to inacr 
tion and dryness. In direct proportion the material and the possi- 
bilities of decomposition are averted. 

Contused and inflamed wounds likewise afSbrd conclusive evi- 
dence of the soundness and general applicability of the principles- 
and method just related. The dressing whichujiold in my hand 
was removed from one of the employees in ani iron warehouse. 
He was moving some pigs of iron^ when one, weighing a little 
over a hundred weight, fell on his right foot. I saw the case very 
shortly afterward, and found the foot very much swollen, its bony 
outline obliterated, the skin bluisb and shining, with, a star-shaped 
wound on the center of the instep. Having satisfied myself that 
no foreign body was present, I dried the wound and< placed over 
the dorsum of the foot this large pad of .absorbeot gauze and cot- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Record. 417^ 

ton. and then a compressive bandage from the roots of the toes to 
the middle of the leg. I enjoined my patient to keep perfectly 
quiet, lying during the day with his head at the foot of a sofa and 
the injured foot over its head. I did not remove the dressing until 
the eighth day, when the wound was healed, the outline of the 
limb perfect, and though the skin was mottled, as from a bruise, 
up to the middle of the leg, it was cool and painless. 

You see how the blood had penetrated, though in small quan- 
tity, through the dressings, and dried on the outside. The tincture 
of benzoin had acted as a coagulant and anti-putrescent, and dry- 
ing into the lint served the purposes of a mould. Its styptic 
property was assisted by pressure and position, under which the 
effusion was absorbed ; the part shrank, and the wound healed 
without further interference. This result, a typical one of the 
method, was not a simple consequence of a dry application, but 
due to a variety of causes which combined in controlling the cir- 
culation and promoting reparative action in accordance with de- 
monstrably true principles of animal physics. — Lancet. 



THE USE OF WATER IN THE DIETARY OF YOUNG 
CHILDTREN.' 



By Charles Remsen, M. D, 



During my service as interne at the Nursery and Child's Hos- 
pital this summer, one factor in the production of infant mortality 
during hot weather has impressed itself strongly upon my notice. 
I refer to the ignorance shown by most persons, especially in the 
lower ranks of society, in regard to the amount of water required 
by children, either nursing or artificially fed. 

Because the natural food of young children is in a fluid form, the 
laity generally suppose that no further supply of water is neces- 
sary. In medical writings on this topic, also, too little stress is 
laid on the importance of giving minute instructions in regard to 
this point. 

When we consider the difference in the amount of fluids taken 
by an adult during hot and cool weather, it can readily be under- 
stood how a supply of water amply sufficient to meet all the re- 
quirements ot a child in winter may be totally inadequate in the 
dry heats of summer. No provision for an increased supply, how-' 
ever, of this necessary principle is made through the natural chan- 
nels ; but, if the call for it be not attended to, the most serious con- 
sequences will result. 

The blood having parted with much of its water to supply the 
increased evaportion from the surface of the body, will take up 
very quickly the fluid portion of any food introduced into the 
stomach, leaving the solids too thick to be easily digested ; these 
then ferment and produce indigestion and colic, and, passing 
downward, diarrhcea, and hence a further drain upon the blood. 
As a consequence of the thickened state of the blood thus pro- 
2 
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duced, the excretion of sweat is stopped and a condition of col- 
lapse and hyperpyrexia developed. 

When we take into account- the fact that there is a larger pro- 
portionate area from which evaporation takes place in children 
than in adults, and that there is a greater amount of activity dis- 
played in all the vital processes in the former, it is evident that 
their punishment should be not only relatively greater in amount, 
but also given at much shorter intervals. In warm, dry weather 
babies will drink cool water every hour, or even at shorter inter- 
•vals, if, as it should be, it is offered to them. When they are suf- 
fering from dianhoea, the amount that they will drink and the im- 
provement produced by it are astonishing. 

The earliest sign showing the amount of water in the system to 
be below the normal standard is a slightly depressed condition of 
the anterior fontanelle. This may be present in children who 
otherwise present the appearance of perfect health ; yet any slight 
increase in temperature or deprivation of the breast for a few 
hours may give rise in them to a sudden hyperpyrexia. In nursing 
children, however, the attention is usually first aroused by fretful- 
ness, a moderate rise of temperature and pulse, a hot, dry skin, and 
a constant desire to nurse. If a child in this state be given a free 
supply of water, and its nursing restricted in frequency, the symp- 
toms will often disappear quickly and completely ; but, if not, col- 
lapse will soon come on. 

In this condition the temperature ranges from 105° to 106** F., 
or higher; the pulse is small and thready, and beats from 180 to 
200 to the minute, the skin of the body feels painfully hot, while the 
extremities are cool ; the features are pinched and sunken, the eyes 
are half closed, with the pupils contracted ; the fontanelle is de- 
pressed, the hands are tightly shut ; the respiration is hurried and 
irregular, and consciousness seems abolished. In the majority of 
cases vomiting and diarrhoea haie been absent, or, at most, the 
patient has had one or two small slimy stools. A child in this 
state will swallow water when offered to it with greediness and the 
expression of the utmost pleasure. 

The treatment adopted at the Nursery for these emergencies 
consists in wrapping the patient in a wet sheet, applying cold to 
the head, and giving as much water by the mouth as the child will 
swallow. 

The results of this simple method have been extremely satisfac- 
tory, the child becoming quiet, and even going to sleep, while all 
the threatening symptoms subsided with great rapidity. 

The attention given to this point as a prophylactic measure 
among the inmates has been followed by a diminished rate of mor- 
tality, and a marked reduction in the number of gastric and intes- 
tinal complaints. 

In conclusion, it may be said that if more care were directed to- 
ward giving children a proper amount of water, and restricting 
their hours of nursing or feeding, the mortality due to hot weather 
would decrease, and less would be heard about the troubles of 
teething.— iV. K Med. Rec. 
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GONORRHCEA EASILY CURED. 



By Z. T. Dellenbaugh, M. D., of Cleveland, Ohio. 



Founding an opinion on the recent text- books and treatises on 
this disease, one would imagine there had been little, if any, pro- 
gress in its treatment. The young practitioner, without practical 
experience, who undertakes the management of gonorrhoeal cases 
by the plan of treatment generally recommended in these works, 
with nauseating mixtures and conglomerate injections, will cer- 
tainly be discouraged, and find his cases dragging along, or quit 
ihim, to become rounders. In cases of acute gonorrhoea I have, for 
eight or ten years, used carbonate of lithia to alkalinize the urine, 
and find the five-grain compressed tablets, one taken three times 
daily, very convenient, fulfilling every indication better than any 
other salt. I now rarely find it necessary to give any other reme- 
dy internally. 

Should the case fail to respond to the following injection, and 
show marked improvement in two or three days, two sandal- wood 
oil capsules may be given, three times daily, for three or four days. 
The injection I have used in cases of acute and sub-acute gonor- 
rhoea for more than a year, with the most gratifying results, espe- 
cially to the patients, who have recovered in from two to seven 
-clays, and paid me from one to three visits, is the following — 

R Resorcin 3 j. 

Acid, boracic gr. xx, 

Zinci acetatis gr. j^-j^^ 

Aquae distillat f • 3 » v. 

M. Of this solution two teaspoonfuls are injected three times 
daily. The germicides, resorcine and boracic acid are so slightly 
astringent, that it requires the additional zinc salt to restore capil- 
lary tonicity. This injection is quite or nearly painless. 

In the treatment of the later stage of sub-acute and chronic 
gonorrhoea, without stricture or granuloma as a complicating factor, 
I have had the happiest results follow the use of the following in- 
jection — 

R. Hydrargyri chloridi corrosivi gr. ^ ss, 

Zinci chloridi gr. ss-j. 

Aquae distillat f. 3 viij. 

M. Sig. A tablespoonful to be injected well down into the 
urethra, three times daily. 

Corrosive sublimate injections are by no means a recent addition 
to the list The rationale of their use, however, is recent. As in 
the injection for acute cases, the germicidal constituent must be so 
sparingly used (otherwise it produces great pain and reactive in- 
flammation), that I find it very advisable to combine a more a.H- 
tringent salt ; and the chloride of zinc is the one I have selected, 
for obvious reasons. Without doubt, a mild injection of corrosive 
sublimate and chloride of zinc is destined to be the injection for 
sub-acute and chronic gonorrhoea. — Clin. Record, 
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THE RADICAL CURE OF VARICOCELE BY EXCISION: 

OF THE VENOUS PLEXUS, ILLUSTRATED 

BY THREE CASES. 



By H. C. Boenning, M,D., of Philadelphia. 



For the radical cure of varicocele, I have recently performed 
an operation which, in three cases, has resulted in a speedy, com- 
plete cure, and which, if properly done, is superior to the ordinary 
operation — because, first, it is simple^ easily performed^ and tlie 
parts under the sense of sight as well as feeling; second, it is in- 
variably successtul; third, the free drainage prevents absorption 
of pus or other discharges. It is well known that, as the result of 
the so-called subcutaneous ligation (intra-scrotal) of the veins, 
gangrene of the testicle, abscess, sloughs, and pyaemia have oc- 
curred, with, in some cases, a fatal result. Free drainage is an ac 
knowledged important factor for the prevention of blood-poison- 
ing, and is as necessary in the operation for the cure of varicocele 
as in any other wounds In the ordinary varicocele operations,. 
also, the sense of feeling is entirely and alone relied up>on; it is un- 
deniable that, frequently, puncture of the veins, or incomplete 
ligation of the veins, occurs, resulting in complications interfering 
with the obliteration of the varicocele; further, in some cases the 
varicocele, through collateral circulation, returns a few weeks after- 
the so-called radical operation. 

Ihe operation of excision is performed as follows: 
The parts are shaved; the patient is anaesthetised; an incision is 
then made through the anterior portion of the scrotum, about 
three-fourths of an inch to the lett of the raphe and about two 
inches in length, from near the lower portion of the scrotum up; 
the tissues are divided, layer after layer, upon a director, until the 
cord, veins and testicle are exposed; the vas deferens is carefully 
drawn over to the right; the veins are isolated, separated, and an 
aneurism-needle is passed, armed with a strong catgut or waxed- 
silked double ligature; the veins are then ligated above and below, 
the ligatures being placed half an inch or more apart; the veins. 
are then divided midway between the ligatures, as is the thyroid 
gland in tracheotomy, and the stumps of veins beyond the liga- 
tures are retrenched, if necessary, by the scissors. All the veins, . 
however, should not be ligated; one or two should be left to return 
the blood supplied by the arteries of the cord. The general infer- 
ence that the veins of the cord are sufficient to carry off the 
venous blood is incorrect; and, hence, to assist the circulation the 
above plan should be adopted, lest gangrene ensue, or a chronic 
congestion of the testicle. After the veins have been ligated, 
divided and retrenched, the parts should be carefully cleansed, as. 
is the peritoneum after abdominal section, and returned to their 
places; the ligatures, cut about four inches long, drawn out of the 
sac at the lower portion, and sutures applied from above down- 
ward; three silver wires should be deeply passed through the lips, 
of the wound, so as to catch the visceral layer of the tunica vagi- 
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nalis, leaving a lower aperture of half an inch in length, for drain- 
age. 

The parts should be supported either by the scrotal support 
(see College and Clinical Record, vol. ii, page 264) or towels or 
oakum. The dressings should be light — carbolized oil, salicylated 
cotton, lead water and laudanum; or a poultice when indicated; 
the latter will do good service from about the seventh to the 
twelfth day. Internally, good nourishment, quinine, or, if fever 
arises, an aconite fever mixture, is indicated. 

From about the third day very mild, warm injections may be 
used to advantage; thus, one part of carbolic acid to a hundred of 
water, ten grains of permanganate of potassium to a quart of 
water, etc., at about ninety-five degrees of heat, should be daily 
employed in washing out the sac. If the drainage opening show 
a tendency to close, a small piece of oiled lint may be passed be- 
tween the lips of the wound. After the tenth day gentle trac- 
tion may be made upon the ligatures, which all come away before 
the fourteenth day. 

The patient should remain in bed a few days after the ligatures 
come away. The remaining wound gradually granulates, being 
eventually a sinus, which, with proper stimulants (one of the best 
being nitric acid, ten or fifteen drops to the ounce, or a probe 
coated with the nitrate of silver and passed into the wound daily, 
every o:her day, or as circumstances require), heals in a short time. 
The quantity of fibrin, etc., effused will leave a " lump " in the 
:scrotum, which, however, finally disappears. 

The cases I operated upon by this method, as stated before, 
have made excellent recoveries. In the first case the scrotum was 
long, pendulous, and instead of making an incision parallel with 
the raphe, I cut at right angles to it, making two curved incisions, 
thus removing about two inches of tissue from the front of the 
scrotum and materially shortening the sac when the sutures were 
applied. In this case, after the third day all fever subsided, and 
the ligatures came away, one on the seventh, the other on the 
thirteenth day. The second case was also successful, but devoid 
of any especial points of interest. 

The third case did not do so well at first. The scrotum was very 
short, the varicocele slight, but sufficient to keep the patient out of 
the United States army. At his request I operated. High fever 
for a week and a slight slough of the tunica vaginalis occurred; 
then the case assumed a better character, and is now nearly well, 
nothing but a small opening still remaining. 

After the patients leave their bed, I urge them to wear a good 
suspensory for a few months, after which they cast it aside. All 
of my cases have been up, attending to their various pursuits, by 
the sixteenth day; in fact, the last two were enabled to resume 
their work before the fourteenth day. 

The advantages of the operation, briefly, are these: simplicity, 
^certainty of success and rapidity of cure — to say nothing of the 
free drainage and the free exposure of the parts involved; hence, 
the impossibility for any surgeon who knows anatomy to do other 
than what the case demands. — Philadelphia Medical Times. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Influence of Calomel on Fermentation and the Life oF 
Micro-Organisms. — ^The following is an abstract ot a paper hy 
N. P. Wassilieff, in New Remedies: Calohiel has always held a 
foremost place amongst those remedies which are confidently re- 
sorted to in certain gastric and intestinal disorders, especially of 
childhood, but the precise nature ot its beneficial effect has here- 
tofore been unexplained. Recent works on ^/harmacology pass- 
over the question, and only Kohler refers to the favorable action> 
of the drug in typhus, cholera, dysentery and other diseases, as 
being due to the germicidal and anti-fermentative qualities. No 
evidence in support of this view is adduced. Voit, however, had 
noticed, in 1S57, that egg-albumen and blood, when mixed with 
calomel, remained for days without undergoing putrefaction. 
Hoppe-Seyler also mentions an aseptic influence of calomel, and 
ascribes to it the well-known color of bowel discharges after an 
administration of calomel. 

The author undertook this investigation at the request of Hoppe- 
Seyler, firs% in regard to the behavior of calomel towards the so- 
called unorganized fluids (enzymes), and, secondly, as to its action, 
on the lower organisms associated with the processes of fermen- 
tation and putrefaction. The first series ot experiments were 
made in order to determine the infttsence of calomel on the normal 
process of digestion in the stomach. The results proved that its 
presence in no way interfered with the properties of the gastric 
juice, fibrin being digested in the same time, whether calomel was 
present or not. In the next series, the influence of calomel on the 
process of pancreatic digestion was investigated. It is now known 
that three separate ferments exist in the pancreatic secretion, by 
which albuminates, fats and carbo-hydrates are severally trans- 
formed and fitted for assimilation in the system. The object Irti 
view was to observe the possible influence of calomel on each of 
these respective ferments. For the purpose of experiment, a watery 
extract was prepared from the finely-minced gland and strained 
through linen. It was found that the action of the ferment, by 
which albuminates become digested, was in no respect hindered; 
by the presence of the calomel, and further, that there was a con- 
spicuous absence from the liquid mixture of all products of putre- 
faction. In the mixture containing calomel large quantities of leu- 
cin and tyrosin were found, whilst indol and phen<J were absent. 
In the mixture without the addition of calomel, the two latter 
bodies were both present, but only traces of leucin and tyrosin. 
The latter solutions had likewise a putrid smell and a dirty-brown 
color, whilst the former was of a dark-gray color, and odorless. 
In some additional experiments wherein the process was allowed : 
to proceed in a Bunsen gasometer, and the evolved gases exam- 
ined; it was found that, from the mixture containing calomel, hv- 
drogen and hydrogen-sulphide were never given ofT, and carbonic 
anhydride in very considerably less gm.Quo.t than from the control 
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mixtures without calomel. These results accord with those of 
Hufner (J. pr. Chem., 10 and 11), who found, in his experiment* 
on artificial digestion with pancreatic extract, that when, by means 
of a properly arranged apparatus, entrance of micro-organisms 
was prevented, neither hydrogen nor hydrogen-sulphide made its 
appearance, but only carbonic anhydride. These two first-named 
gases have, therefore, nothing to do with digestion proper, but are 
the result of putrefactive changes brought about by the presence 
of microzymes in the alimentary canal. 

The action of calomel on the ferment of the pancreatic juice,, 
to Yhich the digestion of fat is due, was next examined. The ex- 
istence of such a principle has, until now, been considered highly- 
doubtful, Paschutin's observations on this head being all that is 
known of the subject (W. Paschutin, Ueber Trennung der Ver- 
dauungS'Fermente; Centralhifur die Medicin, WtssenscA, 1882). 
As in putrid solutions, fats became saponified rather quickly; the 
problem became an important one to deteimine whether the trans- 
formation of fat in the alimentary canal was owing to the action 
of an unorganized ferment or merely to the putrescent changes 
going on there. The experiments made proved boyond a doubt 
that the action of pancreatic juice upon fat took place in the com- 
plete absence of putrefaction, and the digestion of the fat by the 
pancreatic extract in presence of calomel proceeded precisely as 
in the instance of the experiments in regard to the peptic ferment 
(trypsin) of that gland. The action of the third and remaining 
ferment of the pancreas, the diastatic, upon starch, and the trans- 
formation of the latter into gluco.se, proceeded equally undisturbed 
in the presence of calomel. Hence it follows that calomel, by its 
presence in these experiments on artificial digestion, allows the 
actual process of digestion to go on without injury, whilst it effect- 
uaHy prevents putrefactive change. And this, in the same way, is 
proved for salicylic acid by Kuhn, and, in the case of arsenic, by 
SchefTer and Bohm. 

The author also found the action of calomel in the process of 
butyric acid fermentation, which sometimes occurs in certain 
pathological states of the digestive system, similar to that in com- 
mon putrefaction, entirely preventing it. A further series of ex- 
periments, which need only be referred to here, were carried out 
to determine the disinfectant action of calomel in fluids containing 
bacteria and micrococci, the bacterioscopic method of Bucholtz- 
Wernich being used. The results showed that calomel acted as a 
true antiseptic and disinfectant in preventing the development of 
such organisms in culture fluids, and arresting their activity when 
already developed therein. The difference in the influence of cal- 
omel on the process of digestion on the one hand and on putre- 
factive and fermentative changes on the other, is dependent upoi^ 
a distinct difference of action on unorganized ferments. Whilst 
it does not interfere with the activity of the latter, it destroys the: 
vitality of the former, and with it the power of inducing subse- 
quent septic changes. Finally, as regards the green color of the 
bowel discharges witnessed after the exhibition of calomel, this 
was formerly attributed to the presence of bile expelled by virtue 
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of the assumed action of calomel as a cholagoorue, this appear- 
ance was considered by Hoppe-Seyler to be due to the presence 
of undecomposed bile, and the author's experiments now confirm 
this view. 

Under ordinary conditions, the bile pigments, bilirubin and bili- 
verdin, become decomposed in the intestine under the influence of 
putrescent changes, forming hydrobiHrubin. During the adminis- 
tration of calomel this decomposition does not take place, and the 
bile pigments are expelled unchanged. The author concludes that 
the therapeutic virtues of calomel are to be ascribed to its antisep- 
tic and disinfectant properties. — Zeiisck. Phys, Chem,^ 6y 112^ in 
yourn. Chem. Soc. * 

Benzoate of Cinchonidine. — ^This salt is prepared, according 
to Byasson, in the following manner: 

Dissolve 60 parts ot benzoic acid in ^200 parts of alcohol of 90 
per cent, and pour the solution into a porcelain vessel containing 
3,000 parts of boiUng distilled water. On the other hand, dissolve 
300 parts of sulphate of cinchonidine in 2,000 parts of water, with 
the aid of diluted sulphuric acid and precipitate with, ammonia. 
Wash with a small quantity of cold water. Add the still moist 
precipitate to the hot solution of benzoic acid, and filter while hot. 
If the solution is not faintly alkaline, make it so by the cautious 
addition of ammonia. On cooling, the benzoate of cinchonidine 
separates in form of small, thin, prismatic needles, much resem- 
bhng the neutral sulphate of cinchonidine. By evaporation of the 
mother- water, a new crop of crystals is obtained, which are added 
to the first, and then washed with cold water. The yield is about 
200 parts. 

Bouchardat recommends this salt in mild cases of diabetes with 
/excessive uric acid production, which he calls " glyco-polyuric 
diabet«es.'' He follows the authority of Ure, who states that ben- 
zoic a-cid unites with uric acid, and forms hippuric acid or alkaline 
hippurates, which are both more soluble than uric acid or urates. — 
Pharm. Post, No. SJf, 

Treatment of Nsevus. — ^There are several recognized and 
legitimate ways of treating "mothers' marks," as naevi or vascular 
stains are denominated. One method is to remove the discolored 
integument by a series of elliptical excisions ; and another is to 
puocture the disorganized skin with a cataract needle; and still 
another is to paint the naevoid spot with tincture of thuja. 

Lately I have had under my treatment a naevus — arterio venous 
— of the eyelid. It involved the integument and the conjunctiva, 
so that excision was impracticable. Besides, the alcohol of the 
thujal tincture provoked undue irritation of the eye. To hasten a 
.cure I injected a few drops of the tincture of thuja into the vascu- 
lar mass every week, using a small hypodermic needle for the exe- 
cution of the purpose. Some inflammation followed the injec- 
tions, yet this was in no way baleful. In ten weeks no deformity 
existed. Injections were made on six different occasions. The 
result was highly satisfactory, Naevi of the vulva may be cured by 
the same method.— -fi'c. Afed. Journal, 
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Ooctor Kocher, of Berne, read a paper before the Twelfth 
'<])ongress of the German Surgical Society, held at Berlin, a few 
months ago. His subject was ''Extirpation of Bronchocele and 
its Results," in which he suggests that the thyroid gland is a regu- 
lator of the cerebral circulation. Sometime after the removal of 
the gland persistent and progressive amaemia arises, proving, as he 
thinks, that the gland is a blood producing organ. Anaemia after 
removal of the spleen is but temporary The paper was followed 
by one on the same subject by Dr. Bardelebin, of Berlin, in which 
he denied the blood-forming functions of the spleen and thyrain 
gland. He removed both these organs in a dog several years since 
and observed no evil consequences. He claims that in Dr. Koch- 
•er's cases the amaemia would have developed without operation. 

Experiments on the lower animals have their value, but deduc- 
tions from them cannot be regarded as absolute. 

Dr. Maas, of Freeburg, presented a third paper on "Broncho- 
cele." In five hundred and twenty-two cases, he operated only 
twenty-three times. In all the other cases the tumor was dimin- 
ished by treatment with iodoform. We see how important the 
subject of goitre is in Central Europe. 

" Dr. Maas also presented a paper on "Alkaloids of Decomposi- 
tion," which opens up a curious field of study. He found three 
<ilkaloids in decaying animal matter. They were present in great 
quantity and found as early as 24 hours afler death. The first in 
small dose, induced marked tetanus, and a larger dose caused death 
in 30 to 40 minutes. The action of the second, resembled that of 
morphia, while the third was similar to strychnia in its effects. 
T'hese researches suggested that we may have conditions accom- 
panying wounds that are due to the development of these alka- 
loids. — Med. World. 

Aspidospermo Quebracho. — Dr. John Fearn, in the Califor- 
nia Medical Journal, gives the results of his experience with this 
respiratory stimulant. He concludes, as a result of his observa- 
tions, that it stimulates and tones the pneumogastric nerve, and 
especially the cardiac and pulmonary branches of that nerve. He 
reports two cases in which he employed the agent. In the first 
there was severe dyspnoea, an anxious look and cyanotic countenance 
due to cardiac disease. In the second case the dyspncEa was due 
to pneumonia. In both cases the exhibition of quebracho was 
promptly followed by relief to the breathing. He enjoins an in- 
telligent choice of the remedy in individual cases, intimating that 
its promiscuous empirical use must be attended with frequent fail- 
ures. — Tker. Gazette. 

To Hasten the Action of Quinine. — It is claimed that the 
administration of a weak tartaric acid lemonade, immediately be- 
fore swallowing powder or pills of quinine, will facilitate the ab- 
sorption of that drug. In addition to ite- effect in thus accelerating 
solution and absorption, it is said, also, to obviate the unpleasant 
gastric irritation experienced in the case of some after the admin- 
istration of large doses of quinine. — Hier. Gazette. 
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A Remarkable Case of Obstetrics.-— Abortion at Twa 
Months and Quadruplets at Full Time. — Drs. Edwards and 
McTag:gart, in a report (Canada Medical Record), say: On July 
21, 1883, we were called to Mrs. S., small of stature, aged thirty- 
eight, weight one hundred pounds. She thought herself but five 
months encicnie, but from hei history and condition it was evident 
that she was siven months pregnant. She last menstruated on- 
December 4, 1882. About seven weeks from this time she com- 
menced to flow, which lasted for some three weeks, accompanied 
by pain. With a pain resembling a labor pain somt^thing was ex- 
pelled, which she described as a lump of flesh with bloodvessels 
in it. To this *' lump " was attached a short string. At this she 
became alarmed, and consulted a medical man, who assured her 
thnt she had had a miscarriage. He prescribed some medicine 
which he said would check the flow and cause the expulsion of 
anything that might remain. From her account the flow increased^ 
for a tew days, then finally stopped. From this time until Friday,, 
the 14th September, 1S83, she has been, comparatively speaking,, 
quite well, although distressed by the immense size and weight of 
the abdomen. On the evening of this date (Friday, 14th Septem- 
ber) she was delivered of four living children, two boys and two 
girls; the time elapsing between the birth of the first and that of 
the last child being one hour and forty-five minutes. The weight 
of the male children exceeded that of the females by a few ounces. 
Weight of males, four pounds, nine ane one-quarter ounces, and 
four pounds three ounces; females, four pounds six ounces, and 
three pounds, thirteen and three-fourths ounces* Labor terminated 
faborably, there being no hemorrhage to speak of. There was but 
one placenta, each cord being inserted at different parts of its sur- 
face. The cjuarteUe are now six days old, all healthv, able to 
nurse, and bid fair to live. The mother is doing exceedingly welU 
having suffered no more exhaustion than if she had had but one 
child. — Can, Med. Record. — Louisville Med. News, * 

Hydrastis in Gonorrhoea. — Dr. A. W. Bixbev reports severa^= 
cases of gonorrhosa treated chiefly by hydrastis. One of the injec- 
tions suggested is: 

R Hydrastia? sulphatis grs. x. 

GlycerinsB i g 

Aquse destillat 5 iij. 

M. Use by injection every three hours. — Quarterly Efitome 
Prac. Med, and Surg. 

Napthalin in Frostbites. — Dr. Linderbaum has employed 
this remedy with success in a number of cases of frostbite. The 
dressing is usually changed every seven to ten days. In some in- 
stances the patients complained for two or three hours after the 
application of severe stinging pains, caused probably by small 
crystals of naphthaline. As for us, the author's experience will 
permit him to judge, the same remedy is equally beneficial ia 
burns — St, Petersburg Med, Woch, 
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Cancer Remedy. — A correspondent of the British Medical 
Journal (No. 1175) reports that great relief has been experienced 
from the use of ** clivers" (Galium aparine) as a remedy for can- 
cer. When applied locally, it reduces the size and diminishes the 
pain of cancer. In Hertfordshire it is also used internally, the di- 
rections being as follows: The bowels having been previously 
cleared by aperient medicine and the patient enjoined to live on 
most simple diet, five ounces of the juice of the plant (obtained 
by pounding and squeezing) are to be taken twice daily; at the 
same time an ointment of the juice is to be applied to the cancer- 
ous ulcer, laying the bruised plant over it, and keeping the dress- 
ing constantly applied and frequently renewed. Tlie amendment 
is very gradual, so that steady perseverance in the use of both in- 
ternal and external means is necessary. According to one account, 
in three months the ulcer had perfectly healed. — Med, Times. 

Dr. Martinet thus concludes a paper in a French medical 
journal on Typhoid Fever during pregnancy : 

1. Typhoid Fever is rare in pregnant women. 

2. It determines abortion in about one-half of the cases ; the 
more surely, the less advanced is the pregnancy. 

3. The lightest forms may produce abortion. 

4. This complication arises usually in the course of the third 
week, and sometimes at the beginning of convalescence ; it causes 
no recrudescense nor return of fever. 

5. Puerperal accidents are the exception. 

6. The immediate causes of abortion are unknown ; elevated 
temperature, active or passive uterine congestion, and changes in 
the blood, although seemingly the most probable, cannot be re- 
garded as the causes in all cases. 

7. The treatment for the fever and the miscarriage is the same 
as for each condition alone. — Med, World, 

Dr. J. M, DaCosta has been testing the therapeutic value ot 
the salts of nickel. The sulphate proved of some value in obsti- 
nate diarrhoea. The bromide, however, is the most valuable of 
all, and will probably take a permanent place in the materia medica. 
Its action is similar to the other bromides, but a much smaller dose 
suffices. Five to seven and a half grains is an average dose, and 
ten grains is a decided one. It relieves congestive forms of head- 
ache and quiets the system generally. In epilepsy it does quite as 
well as other bromides, but, as above mentioned, a much smaller 
dose suffices. — Med, World, 

Antagonism between Syphilis and Vaccine. — The Drug^^. 
Cir. and Chem. Gaz. for May, 1883, says that Dr. Polin inclines to 
the belief that there is an antagonism between the vaccine virus 
and that of syphilis. He was led to this view by the results of 
some vaccinations performtid by him in Algeria. Of 471 children, 
tie vaccination was successful in 410, all of whom were free from 
a ly syphilitic taint. Of the 61 children in whom the inoculation 
did not succeed, 48 presented indubitable evidences of syphilis. 
(We have made the same observation.^-EDS.) — N, T,Med, Times, 
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Chloral in Albuminuria. — In a bad case of albumin iiria, in 
"which the urine had been largely impregnated with albumen, 
the specimens passed after taking the chloral were of average 
specific gravity 1016, acid with no albumen ; specimens passed at 
other periods contained albumen and granular and hyaline tube- 
casts. 

A continuation of the chloral treatment resulted in complete 
disappearance of albumen from the urine, and with it disappear- 
ance of the other symptoms I have mentioned In the middle of 
the month of July she had so far recovered that she was able to be 
removed to the sea-side. At the present time she is better than 
she has been for many months past, and, with the exception of 
amenorhoea, she is quite well. No explanation is offered as to how 
the chloral was followed by such beneficial results. Suflice it to 
say that under its use, a lady so prostrate that she could not stand, 
with a dilated heart, albuminuria, and marked oedema of feet and 
legs — indications of a grave constitutional state — has simply been 
rescued from death. The chloral did not produce any apparent 
diuresis or diaphoresis. 

Amenorrhoea. — Dr. Murrell, in Lancet, says : A married wo- 
man came to me complaining that she was never regular. She 
had had nine children in as many years, and rarely saw anything 
:more than once between her pregnancies. She had been suckling 
for eight months, and had not been poorly for seventeen months — 
the nine months she had carried and the eight months she had 
suckled. She was not in a family: way, but said she expected she 
would be soon if she weaned the baby. She did not know when 
she ought to be poorly, and had given up all expectation of see- 
ing anything. She was ordered two one- grain permanganate of 
potash pills four times a day, and came on poorly a fortnight after, 
the first time for seventeen months. 

An Adjuvant to Chloroform. — M. Daster experimented to 
increase the effect of chloroform, while at the same time he di- 
minishes the danger by preceding its administration by a hypoder- 
.m c injection of the following mixture : 

Aq-destil, 10 grams. 

Muriate of morphine, 10 centegrams. 

Sulpk-atropine, 5 milligrams. 

One gramme of this injected prior to chloroformization, a very 
<calm anaesthesia is brought about. — Gaz, Med. de Nanets. 

Acute Goitre. — Surgeon-Major Gore, Edinburgh Med. Journal, 
records 30 cases of cure of this disease among the soldiers of a 
native Indian regiment, by biniodide of mercury, rubbed in for ten 
minutes or more, as the patient sat with the enlarged gla..d exposed 
to the sun or a strong fire. In some of the cases the swelling had 
been observed for about ten days before treatment. Only one 
case was any length of time in the hospital, viz : 79 days ; an 
anaemic man, aged 23 years. The average duration of the treat- 
ment was 22-6 days. — -Jour. Ame. Med, Ass^n, 
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Organic Matter in Drinking- Water. — A trustworthy writer 
aptly remarks, those who are familiar with the most recent sanitary 
experience realize that it is the quality rather than the absolute 
quantity of organic matter that is the most important factor in the 
sanitary judgment of a drinking-water. A water which contains 
a large amount of one kind of organic substance may be much 
more wholesome, or far less unwholesome, than that which con- 
tains only a small amount of another kind. It is a matter of actual 
experience that a water, notwithstanding it contains a large amount 
of nitrogenous organic matter capable of yielding albuminoid am- 
monia, may be found to be practically wholesome, or at least may 
be drunk for a long period without apparently producing any in- 
jurious effects; while, on the other hand, a water which contain? 
even a minimum of organic substances capable of yielding albumi- 
noid ammonia may nevertheless contain or develop the materies 
morbi, or unknown causal " something " of a specific disease. 

The Ownership of Prescriptions in France. — A rather 
curious lawsuit lately took place before the justice of the peace at 
St. Germain, in which a pharmacist was prosecuted for having 
refused to give up a prescription that was taken to him by a pa- 
tient. The patient claimed the prescription as being his property, 
which the druggist contested; but the tribun. 1 decided otherwise, 
and the prescription was restored to the patient. The Society de 
Medecine Legale, commenting upon the case, admitted that the 
decision of the judge was unassailable from a legal point of view, 
but took the same ground as most medical societies in this country, 
viz., that the repetition of prescriptions is sometimes injurious to 
patients, and always detrimental to physicians, in a pecuniary 
sense. — Druggists* Circular and Chemical Gazette, 

Paraplegia in a Child caused by Intestinal Worms. — A 

child of ten years was brought to the London Hospital and placed 
under the care of Dr. Thorowgood as a case of infantile paralysis. 
She had lost strength in her lower limbs gradually, for three 
months had been unable to walk, and was then quite unable to 
stand. The legs were not much wasted. Upon inquiry, it was 
ascertained that the patient also had been troubled with ascarides. 
An aloetic purgative mixture was given for several days, which 
acted well and brought away many worms. In two days she was 
able to run and walk about the ward as well as could be desired; 
and a few days later, as she seemed perfectly well, she was 
allowed to go home. — Lancet, yuly 28, 

In the Journal de Medicine de Paris are collected the results ob- 
tained by several obsei-vers in the prevention of abortion and 
premature labor by assafetida. In ninety percent, of the cases so 
treated the patients (who had aborted from two to five times in 
former pregnancies) went on to full term. — Louisville Med, News. 

Prevention of Mammary Abscess. — A mixture of chloro- 
form and glycerine, well shaken and quickly applied, and covered 
with oiled silk, is highly recommended — Drug, Circular, 
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Croton-Chloral in the Treatment of Whooping-Cough. — 
W. C. Webb, M.D., of Bryantsville, Ky., ("American Practition- 
er," August, 1883), has come to the conclusion, from the treatment 
of nearly two hundred cases of whooping-cough, that croton- 
chloral is by far the most valuable single remedy for its relief. He 
has found that it is well borne by children. To affect the disease 
it must be given in decided doses. A child 12 months old will 
bear one grain of the medicine every four hours throughout the 
twenty-four. During the first week not less than this should be 
given. Thereafter the cough is usually so much relieved that few 
if any doses are required at night If the drug be thus pushed to 
its full effect, there are few cases that may not be entirely con- 
trolled in a fortnight. The dose for children ten years old should 
be two grains every four hours ; adults will bear only about four- 
grain doses. The drug thus used does not derange digestion or 
affect the vital nervous centers. The first few doses may cause 
some irritation about the throat and fauces, but this soon ceases. 
The relief is so marked in some cases tnat patients fall asleep in 
their chairs. 

Croton-chloral, if pulverized, will dissolve readily in compound 
tincture of cardamom. The following is a good prescription — 

R. Croton-chloral 3 i, 

Tinct. cardamo ) , .. 

L^lycerin j- aa. 3 ij. 

M. Sig. One-half teaspoonful eveiy four hours, for a child two 
years old and under. 

A less expensive and very useful mixture is as follows : 

R. Croton-chloral 5 i, 

Tinct. belladonna • 5 ij» 

Tinct. cardani. co S ij, 

Glycerin g iij. 

M. Sig. Dose, one-half teaspoonful. 

If the paroxysms of cough are exceedingly severe, and if there 
is extreme gastric irritability, the croton-chloral should be preceded 
by a few whiffs of chloroform. The anajsthetic thus used pro- 
duces the happiest effects, and it need not be repeated more than 
two or three times. The combination of bromides with the cro- 
ton-chloral is of doubtful utility. If any of them are to be used, 
the bromide of quinine should be preferred. Watchfulness should, 
of course, be exercised during the use of croton-chloral, lest toxic 
symptoms should appear. — JV, 2 . Med, Record, 

lodo-Ferrated Syrup of Coffee. — Povesi gives the following 
formula for an-*.odo-ferrated syrup of coffee, which is especially 
adapted, from its agreeable ffavor, for use in cases of scrofula oc- 
curring in children: R Syr. ferri. iod., syr. coffee, aa partes aequales. 
The dose is one-third that of syr. ferri. iod. — Gacllaras Med, 
yournal. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



Gelatine Test for Organisms in Water. — Dr. Angus 
Smith, of Manchester, has recently brought forward a new test 
for the detection of organisms in water. It consists in rendering 
the water thick by dissolving gelatine in it. If the water is pure, 
the gelatine cylinder remains long unaltered; but, if it is impure 
from the presence of organisms, the gelatine round these becomes 
liquefied and globular, the organisms remaining solid at the bottom 
of the spheres. Dr. Angus Smith has prepared photographs of 
test-tubes of water which had been thickened by a solution of the 
purest fish gelatine, and then exposed to the action of light. When 
the water was pure, it remained translucent; but when bad, bub- 
bles were rapidly formed, and the bacteria which appeared to be 
in the water began to act on the gelatine, breaking it up and ren- 
•dering it soluble. A rapid movement of gas was observable. 
When the bubbles or balls appeared to be spherical, they indicated 
aggregations of bacteria. This change took place quickly, almost 
in twenty-four hours But the test was only applicable where in- 
fusoria or fungi were present. For instance, peaty water free from 
animalcules or bacteria would stand without breaking up the gelatine. 
To change the gelatine, organisms must be present. Organic matter 
that is not putrescent or infective will not do it. — Pop, ScL New%. 

Discovery of Prehistoric Men. — Recently, while a new gal- 
lery was being pierced in a coal-mine at Bully-Grevay, in the 
French Department of Pas-de-Calais {Lancet), a cavern was 
opened where the fossil remains of five human beings were found, 
;a man seven feet tall, two women six and six-and-a-half feet, and 
two chihiren about four feet Fragments of arms and utensils of 
stone and petrified wood, with remains of mammals and fish were 
also brought to light. A second chamber enclosed remains of 
eleren human bodies of large size, several animals, precious stones, 
etc. The walls exhibited drawings of men fighting with gigantic 
4inimals. The petrified bodies were brought to the surface and 
will be examined by experts from the Academie des Sciences and 
the British Museum. — Maryland Medical JournaL 

Liquid Oxygen and Nitrogen. — According to the latest re- 
searches oxygen when cooled to 137** C. (213® F.) liquifies to a 
colorless transparent liquid at the very moderate pressure of 23 at- 
mospheres or thereabouts. Nitrogen at the same temperature, 
when the pressure is cautiously allowed to fall to a point not lower 
than 50 atmospheres, yields a colorless liquid with distinct meniscus. 
Ozone under quite moderate limits of pressure and temperature, is 
-a liquid of intensely blue color which gives a vapor which can 
only be compared in color with the brightest blue sky. Pure alco- 
hol is a white solid at about 130** C. (202** F.). At a very slightly 
higher temperature it is luicous like oil. — Lancet 
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How to Mix Paints,— The following table, the source of 
which we are unable to trace at this moment, though we caa 
vouch for its trustworthiness, will be found serviceable, especially 
for amateurs^ as showing how simple pigments are to be mixed 
ior producing compound colors: 

Buff — Mix white, yellow ochre and red. 

Chestnut — Red, black and yellow. 

Chocolate — Raw umber, red and black. 

Claret — Red, umber and black. 

Copper — Red, yellow and black. 

Dove — White, vermilion, blue and yellow. 

Drab— White, yellow ochre, red and black. 

Fawn — White, yellow and red. 

Flesh — White, yellow ochre and vermilion. 

Freestone — Red, black, yellow ochre and white. 

French Gray — White, Prussian blue and lake. 

Gray — White lead and black. 

Gold — White, stone ochre and red. 

Green Bronze — Chrome green, black and yellow. 

Green Pea — White and chrome greSn. 

Lemon — White and chrome yellow. 

Limestone — White, yellow ochre, black and red. 

Olive — Yellow, blue, black and white. 

Orange — Yellow and red. 

Peach — White and vermilion. 

Pearl — White, black and blue. 

Pink — White, vermilion and lake. 

Purple — Violet, with more red and white. 

Rose — White and madder lake. 

Sandstone — White, yellow ochre, black and red. 

Snuff — Yellow and Vandyke brown. 

Violet — Red, blue and white. ^ 

In the combinations of colors required to produce a desired tint,, 
the first-named color is always the principal ingredient, and the 
others follow in the order of their importance. Thus, in mixing a 
limestone tint, white is the principal ingredient, and red the color 
of which the least is needed. The exact proportions of each color 
must be determined by experiment with a small quantity. It is 
best to have the principal ingredient thick, and add to it the other 
paints thinner. — Popular Science News^ 

Strength of Insects. — At a meeting of the Maryland Academy 
of Sciences, Dr. Theobald showed a species of beetle, and gave 
the following figures: weight of beetle, 2 grains; weight moved 
by it, 5^ ounces or 2,640 grains, or 1,320 times the weight of the 
beetle. A man weighing 150 pounds, endowed with the strength 
of this insect, should therefore be able to move 198,000 pounds, or 
nearly 100 tons. 

A six-pound pickerel, caught near Shelby, Iowa, had attached 
to it a complete set of fishing tackle, except the pole. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULiE. 



Treatment of Catarrh. — ^The following combination is stated 
by M. P. Vigier to have been used with good success in catarrhal 
affections: 

R Picis liquids i.o gm.=grs. 15, 

Benzoini 1 .0 " " 15, 

Pulv. ipecac et opii i.o " " 15. 

Mix. Make into ten pills. Take three pills daily between 
meals. — New Remedies. 

Iron Rust Spot Remover. — 

Cream of tartar 50 parts, 

Binoxalate of potassium, powdered 50 parts, 

Oil of rosemary i part. 

Rub to powder and mix well. Moisten the spot, place on a 
heated tin plate and rub with the moistened powder. — Nerju Idea. 

•*Anti- Spree Mixture. — 

Pepsin, pure (in scales) 20 parts, 

Water 2,000 " 

Hydrochloric acid 15 " 

Oil of sassafras 6 " 

Mix. Shake well. Take a tablespoonful every hour. 
Half-ounce doses of Liq. ammon, acetatis at intervals of two to 
four hours in water is a favorite in many hospitals, and three drops 
of tincture of nux vomica, in a little water, taken every hour, is a 
good remedy for bracing up on. These mixtures are chiefly ser- 
viceable for quieting the disturbed stomach, but are of little value 
in relieving the disorganization of the nervous system that ends in 
delirium. — New Remedies. 

To Protect Surgical Instruments. — The following is recom 
mended by Prof. Olm stead, of Yale College, (Pop. Sci. News): 
Melt slowly together six or eight parts of lard to one of resin, and 
stir until it is cool. Rubbed on a bright metalic surface, it protects 
the polish effectually. It can be wiped oflT nearly clean, if it is de- 
sired, as in case of knife blades, or it can be thinned with coal oil 
or benzine. The surface should be both bright and dry, as it will 
not prevent the continuance of oxidation already begun. — Med. 
and Surg, Reporter. 

Oxide of Zinc in Diarrhoea. — M. Gubler has found it most 
useful in the diarrhoea of phthisis, and whenever ulceration of the 
uterus is suspected. He gives it in powders in the form: 

B Oxide of zinc grs. xxx, 

Bi-carbonate of soda grs. x. 

In four powders, two or three daily. 

3 
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Follicular Pharyngitis. — Dr. Shoemaker, of Kansas, in Peoria 
Medical Monthly, says: " For this affection, for internal topical 
applications I find the following to prove satisfactory when used 
as directed: 

R Tannic acid 5 ij, 

Iodoform grs. xx. 

M. And use upon the parts by means of the insufflator, and 
care must be taken in selecting and using the instrument in this 
disease. A glycerite of tannic acid and iodoform, as the following, 
is excellent: 

R Tannic acid 5 ij. 

Iodoform grs. cxx, 

Glycerine pura P^- h 

M. And apply to the throat with camel's hair brush, according 
to circumstances. 

Or either of the following may be used, according to the fancy 
of the doctor: 

R Quina sulph , grs. xxiv, 

Cupri grs. xxxij, 

Acidi sulphurici arom 3 j» 

Aqua pura 5 xvj. 

Fiat mistura et signa. Tablespoonful four times a day as a gar- 
gle. Or. 

R Infus cinchon 3 viij, 

Mellis desp 3 ij, 

Acidi muriatici gts. xij. 

Fiat gar gargarysma. This may be repeated several times dady." 

Resorcine in the Treatment of Purulent Vaginitis. — 

The recent introduction of resorcine into therapeutics has devel- 
oped some properties which render it especially applicable for ex- 
ternal use. Cheron has employed it with success in the treatment 
of vaginitis purulenta, in both the acute and chronic stage. When 
there is much tenderness, so that a speculum cannot be introduced, 
a soft catheter or tube is pushed in, and irrigations of from six to ten 
minutes' duration are practiced three times a day ot the following: 

R Resorcin lo, 

Aquae fortis looo. 

M. As a result, the purulent discharge is rapidly reduced and 
the soreness subsides, so that a modification of the treatment may 
be made. He then applies, 

R Resorcin 6, 

Amyli gly cerit 6o. 

M. This is to be carried to the bottom of the vagina, with the 
aid of the speculum, upon a tampon of cotton-wool, which is al- 
lowed to remain in place for from twelve hours to fifteen hours. 
The dressing is repeated every second day. Cure is thus obtained 
more rapidly than with the ordinary emollients and astringents. — 
Le Pr ogres Medical; Revue Med.- Chir. des Maladies des ¥'emfnes\ 
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Eczenia Rubrum of the Face aud Scalp.— An infant aged 
seven months presents a marked form of this disease upon the 
cheeks and vertex, consisting of patches of inflammation, here 
and there oozing and covered with scales and adherent crusts. The 
case has been under treatment here for several days, and the le- 
sions on the face are showing signs of improvement, while those 
on the scalp exhibit evidences of neglect, the crusts being allowed 
to remain. It is remarkable often how mothers, and even physi- 
cians, will object to the removal of these crusts. But as long as 
such effete material is permitted to remain, no remedies can be ap< 
plied with success; it must, therefore, first be removed. After this 
has been done in this case, the following ointment will be ordered : 

R Acid, salicylic grs. xv, 

Pulv. zinci oxid., j ^ . 

Pulv. amyli, J *^ ^ J' 

Cosmoline 3 vj. 

Sig. Apply twice a day. — Med, and Surg, Rep, 

On the Treatment of Whooping Cough.— 

R Croton-chloral 3 j, 

Tr. cardam 5 i j, 

Tr. belladon 3 i]. 

Glycerin § iij. 

M. Dose, half- teaspoon ful to a child two years old every four 
hours. I have sometimes combined the several bromides with the cro- 
ton-chloral, but I never felt sure that they added in any degree to 
its efficacy. If one bromide was better than another, it was the 
bromide of quirfa. But I rely now exclusively on the croton- 
chloral in the management of pertussis. While I have never seen 
any unpleasant effects from this drug, I scarcely need add that in 
its exhibition a watchful care should be exercised lest, for some 
reason, its toxic effects should manifest themselves. — Dr, W. C, 
Webb in Amer, Prac. — Med, and Surg, Rep, 

Bryonia. — Just one year ago. a gentleman 71 years of age came 
to see me, seeking relief for his swelled and paining hands and 
fingers (rheumatic, not gout). I gave him tincture of bryonia 
alba, a half teaspoonful to four ounces of water, one teaspoonfr! 
every two to four hours. He took it, and was relieved in a few 
days, regaining perfectly the functions of the members. To-day 
the man called again, having traveled about one hundred miles, to 
inform me that his skin disease was entirely cured, and wishing to 
know whether the medicine he took had also cured him of that 
malady, as he noticed an improvement from the beginning of tak- 
ing the bryonia. In all he took one fluid ounce, when the cure 
was complete. The dermal perversion was ptyriasis of some 25 
or 30 years standing, affecting the entire surface of the body. The 
furfuraceous desquamation was indeed terrible in the latter years ; 
he would shed about one pint of this branny material in the course 
of a night. He had exhausted science and medicine during the 
time he was suffering, but without the least benefit— C(7r. Ec, Med, 
yournal. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

NOTICEJ.— Jifany 0/ our subscribers have forgotten us in the matter 
of remitting their dues. Friends^ please attend to this matter ai once. 
We are obliged to hxive money to run the Journal, Our printers are 
Cash men, W, 

^S9^ Receipts for subscriptions will appear in our next issue. 



DEAtH OF Dr. Sims.— Dr. J. Marion Sims died in New York, Novem- 
ber 13th, 1883. Dr. Sims was a native of South Carolina, but finally settled 
in New York. He attained to great and deserved eminence in the depart- 
ment of gynecology. 

New York, October 29, 1883. 
lo the Editors of the Southern Medical Record, 

Dear Sirs.— Will you kindly draw the attention of your readers to the 
following announcement regarding the United States Pharmacopoeia : 

Any person having purchased a copy of the United States Pharmacopoeia 
of 1880, and desiring a list of the corrections since made therein, can procure 
the same by sending a two cent stamp to 

William Wood & Co., Publishers, 
Nos. 56 and 58 LaFayette Place, New York City. 



See the Insert in this issue of The Record of one of the oldest and 
most reputable manufacturing houses in this country — Wm. S. Merrell Chemi- 
cal Company, who make a specialty of medicines of choice quality for physi- 
cians* use only ; and the enormous growth of their business is due to the care 
used in the selection of all the crude material used, and the accurate methods 
by which the most perfect preparations are obtained from the large variety of 
drugs manipulated in their Laboratory. The proprietors claim that their 
Green Drug Fluid Extracts are not theoretical creations of an over- fertile brain, 
for money making purposes, but are the results of thirty years of original in- 
vestigation and scientific research. Messrs. Lamar, Rankin & Lamar, of At- 
lanta, are general agents for Georgia. 

RENE WALS, 

We shall expect our subscribers all to renew their subscriptions for the 
next year, and, unless specially directed to the contrary, will enter all upon the 
list f«r 1884. From all points we are complimented upon the practical charac- 
ter mi our Journal — and there are hundreds who have persistently stuck to the 
Record during its entire existence of thirteen .years, and who have uniformly 
testified to its superior practical value and usefulness to the practitioner. 
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OUR NEXT ISSUE. 

Our December number will contain the Index of the present or X3th vol- 
ume of The Record. Few people are aware of the immense labor and ex- 
pense required in preparing and publishing an Index. We are in the habit of 
making a very full one, and so numerous are the items in our Journal, resulting 
from its condensed and varied matter, that the subscriber who binds his volume 
at the end of the year, can find something practical and interesting upon al- 
most any subject concerning which information may be desired. 



WILL 2'OU HELP US? 

We hope that our subscribers will all pay up and renew their subscrip lions 
for 18S4, and we ask our friends also to speak a kind word for us, and if pos- 
sible send us one or more new subscribers. A word fitly and timely spoken 
will often induce a friend to take our Journal. The Record has attained to 
great popularity with the busy practitioner, especially in the South and West. 
It is our determination to make it more and more popular by increasing its in- 
terest and usefulness; Let our friends continue to stand by us, and we will see 
to it that The Record will more than maintain its present high reputation 
with the profession in our section and throughout the whole country. 



INTEGRITT IN PIIl'SICIANS, 

In all the papers and addresses that a«*e being made upon the subject of 
Medical Education, and the training of young men for professional life, but 
little is said upon the importance, on the part of the medical man, of high 
moral conduct and integrity in his daily walk and life before the world, and of 
kind relations to professional brethren. If more of this sort of training was 
inculcated and impressed upon students by preceptors and by the colleges, 
there would be less talk and less complaint in regard to the violation of the 
ethics ; for the code of ethics, in its true spirit and intent, is but the golden rule, 
or that physicians, in their conduct toward each other, should simply do as they 
would be done by. 

When, as it sometimes happens in a community where a number of medi • 
cal men reside, that more than half the number are men of no honesty or in- 
tegrity of character ; no regard for tbe rights or feelings of medical brethren, 
and no proper sense of their own reputation or of the dignity and honor of the 
profession to which they belong, we can expect nothing but jealousies and bit- 
terness to prevail, with injury to the profession and to all who are connected 
with it in that community. It is policy, not less than correct principle, for 
physicians to cultivate the most friendly feelings amongst themselves, and so 
far from opposing or denouncing each other, to pursue invariably the opposite 
course ; talk for each other, defend each other, and help each other in every 
possible and honorable way. If they will thus act, they will have more prac- 
tice, more fees for consultations, will make more money, and by freq'jently 
mingling and talking with each other will the better enjoy life, and by the in- 
terchange of ideas and views make greater progress and accomplish more good 
in the practice of the profession. 
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TRANSACTIONS 

Of the Medical Society of the. State of West Virfinia, sixteenth annual sex- 
«ion, held tn GraAon, May i6th and 17th, 1883. Instituted April loth, 1867. 

A book of 83 paises, neatly published, and kindly sent us by the Secretary, 
Dr. S. L. Jepson, of Wheeling, Virginia. The roll of membership numbers 
140 names. The woric contains the minutes and the following papers of in- 
terest : 

Annual Address ot the President, Dr. B. W. Allen, of Morgantown. 

Report on Epidemic Diseases— By R. W. Hall, M. D., of Mannington. 

Report on New Remedies— By J. M. Lazzell, M. D., of Fairmount. 

The Germ Theory of Disease— By E. C. Meyers, M. D., of Wheeling. 

Abuse of Ergot in Obstetric Practice— By D. Porter, M. D., of Clarks- 
burg. 

Insanity as a Disease — By George H. Carpenter, M. D., of Mooreficld. 

Puerperal Fever -By S. L. Jepson, M.D., of Wheeling. 

Case of Intra-Peritoneal Hematocele— By R. W. Hall, M. D., of Man- 
nington. 

TRANS A CTIONS. 

Transactions of the Texas SUte Medical Association, fifteenth annual 
session, held at Tyler, Texas, April 34th, 25tb, 26th and 27th, 1883. 

For the above we are indebted t* the kindness of W. J. Burt, M.D., 
Austin, Texas, Secretary of the As8«ciatioa. It is a neatly gotten up book of 
315 octavo pages, and contains, in addition to the Minutes, Constitution, Roll 
of members, etc , tlie followinc; interesting papers : 

Address of the President— S. F. Starley, M. D. 

Hxmaturi Miasmatica— Sam. R. Burroughs, M. D. 

Chromic Acid in Uterine Hemorrhage — W. F. Starley, M. D. 

Embryo Physician as a Specialist— T. H. Nott, M. D. 

Mineral Waters of Texas— J. M. Willis, M. D. 

Chloroform in Obstetric Practice— H. C. Ghent, M. 1>. 

Management of Placental Membranes — Alex. W. Ackeson M. D, 

Caesarian Section — Post-mortem— J. J. Burroughs, M. D. 

Summer Complaints in Children — S. W. Johnson, M. D. 

Puerperal Convulsions — J. L. Cunningham, M D. 

Decadence of the Family and Forced Abortion, etc.— W. J. Burt, M. D. 

Resume of Surgery— A. P. Brown, M, D. 

Ulcer and Intussusception, etc.— J. D. Osborne, M. D. 

Antiseptic Surgery -J M. Fort M. D. 

Difficulties of Tracheotomy— T. H. Nott, M. D. 

Treatment of Internal Hemorrhoids— Will. B. Davis M. D. 

Sponge Grafting — Drs. Beall and Adams. 

Treatment of Ulcers, etc.— Wm. Penny, M. D. 

Laceration, Cervix, Perineum, and Cancer, etc.— T. J. Wagley, M. D. 

Hemorrhoklal Tumors-Meatus Urinarious — Arthur T. Wolf, M. D. 

Ovariotomv-J. J. Burroughs, M. D. 

Ovariotomy— S. F. Stariey, M. D. 

Ovariotomy— T. D. Wooton, M. D. 

Uterine Polypi, etc.— J. C. B. Rcnfro, M. D 

C«n^enital Absence of the Uterus, etc. — M. J. BirJsong, M. D. 

Vesico- Vaginal Fistula — Hilliary Ryan, M. D. 

Progiess of Ophthalmology— George P. Hall, M. D. 

CaUract Operations— R. H. Chilton, M. D. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 

South Side Views — Dr. "Whedon and the Fathers; also, Dr. Haygood's 

'•Our Brother in Black." By Rev. W. J. Scott, North Geoiyia tenfcr- 

ence. Atlanta, Georgia ; James P. Harrison & Co., Publishers, 18S3. 

Price, 50 cents. 

We have been kindly presented with a cop)r of the above work by the au- 
thor, who, for long years we have known and esteeme j as a personal friend, 
and as a gentleman of marked ability as a writer and as a minister of the 
gospel. 

As it is not a medical work and our space is limited, we will not attempt a 
full reWew, but recommend our readers to procure the work and read it, espe- 
cially those who have readfDr. Haygood*s book entitled "Our Brother in Black,*' 
and his late Chataqua speech touching the education of the negro. 

As a critic, Mr. Scott, though fair and liberal, is yet keen, pointed and 
withering. 

In one of the articles in the book he tells us of having provoked the wrath 
of Dr. Whedon, editor of a Methodist Quarterly, who "without a premonitory 
word came at him with the snap and snarl of an enraged torn cat.** His 
handling of the said Whedon was tart, cutting and forcible, yet elegant in 
language. 

His criticism upon Dr. Haygood's book and speeches is most timely and 
well put. His sentiments touching the unity of the races, social equality, 
negro education, etc., are forcible and true ; and he strikes a deep and respon- 
sive chord in the Southern heart when he savs— "Whatil, in the unequal strife 
of the civil war, we were overwhelmed by immense odds, God yet reigns, and 
the justice or injustice of our cause could not be decided by the arbitrament of 
the sword. Nor is the future glory of the South to be promoted by truckling 
sycophancy or unmanly concessions.** 



PAMPHLETS RECEl VED. 

American Business Directory, — Containing the names of manufacturers, 
wholesale merchants, banks, bankers, etc., in the following named cities, to- wit: 
Baltimore, Boston, Brooklyn, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Ohi« ; Detroit, 
Michigan ; Kansas City, Milwaukee, Wis. ; New York, Philadelphia. Pi»ts* 
burg; Pa.; St Louis, Mo. Published monthly by the American Business 
Dirw:tory Company. New York, 132 Nassau Street ; Chicago, 133 La Salle 
Street. 

Closing Exercises of the Practitioners* Course o( Lecturen, delivered (n 
the spring of 1883,111 the Hahnemann Medical College and Hospiul of Chica- 
go, Illinois. 

A Catalogue of Medical and Suigical books, periodicals and traniac Ijns 
from the Libraries of two physicians, lately deceased, which are offered at very 
low prices, by Robert Clarke & Co., 61, 63 and 65 West Fourth Street, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Lecture XIV, at the College for Medical Practitioners, St. Louis. Diag- 
nosis of Ovarian Tumors, by Edward Borck, M. D.. 225 Washington A\'enue, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

Remaxks ox Hydrophobia — ^By Charles W. Dulles, M, D, Reprinted 
from the Philadelphia Medical Times of August, 1883. 

Anhual Report of the Board of RegenU of the Smithsonian Institute, 
showing the operations, expenditures and condition of the Institution for the 
year iSSi.— Washington Government office, 1883. A Scientific publication 
containing many interesting facts and observations. 
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SPECIA.L NOTICES. 



PEARK, DAVIS dc CO.— This magnlflcent Dniff establishment, located at De- 
troit, Mloh., have, by anremlttiiig perseyerance and laithftilnesB in all their bnsinesB 
Interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession throogh- 
oat the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

Wm. R. Warner A Cc—This splendid Drug House, so widely and favorably 

known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high posi- 

- tion. Their preparations are regarded by the profession everywhere as unsurpassed 

for purity and elegance. In respect to their quinine pills, so deservedly popular, the 

iollowing certificate has been published : 

Phtladblfhia, Pbnit., December 22, 1888. 

An analysis of seven samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manufacturers, was made and published in the American Journal of Pharmacy' 
by me, and those made by William R Warner A Go^ were found to be correct as to 
quanUty and purity of Quinine. HENRY TRIMBLE, Analyticai ChemUL 

I3IA.SSjXSS.~The attention of the profession is called to a new remedy 
for the successful treatment and permanent cure of Diabetes Mellitus, GI/jLI- 
FORD^a SOLUTION, an aqueous solution of a combination of Bromine and Ar- 
senious Acid. This remedy nas also proved very nsefhl in a variety of nervons 
affections. Manuflustured and sold bv R. H. QILLIFORD, M. D., Allegheny. Penn- 
sylvania. In half-pint bottles, 91.00 per bottle. Expressed on receipt of price. 
Sample firee, except expressage. 



ITerj Havdy.— A full set of Ahrs Splints, containing a splint adapted to every 
fracture in the body can be bought at A. L. Hernstein'to Surgical Instrument Depot 
in Atlanta at reduced rales, i«25). Address, A. L. HERKSTElN, Atlanta, tia. 



fll-oxerioaJ- Zaa.atz-uLzxx«».ta.— A branch house of the New York establish* 
mentof A. L. HERNSTEIN, has been established in Atlanta, and will constitute a 
convenient depot whereat anything in the Suivlcal line can be bought or manufac- 
tured. The Profession throughout tne South should note this as an Important indi- 
cation of Southern progress, and should show their appreciation of the same by 
giving this establishment their encouragement and patronage. 

McKESHON & ROBBINS.— This great Drug Establishment of New York, has a 
wide and long established reputation tix reliable and eminently successful buslnenM 
men. Their various preparations are uf acknowledged excellence and purity, and 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beauty with which they are presented to 
the trade. See their advertisemeui uiiposite Ist page of reading matter in this 
Journal. 



More ol EI«I<10TT*S SADDLE BAGS are sold than ail other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for drcnlar 
to A. A. MELLIER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mabshalltowk, Ia., June 18th, 188S. 
I received your samples of Pinna Canadensis in due time and have given 
them a good trial. Wsssomuch pleased with them that I have ordered to-day, 
through the Chicago house with whom I deal, (Lord. Stoutenburgh A Oo ), a snpp^ 
for future use. Have had unbounded success with the Pinna Canadenkla (dark) 
in Lencorrhoea and Gonorrhoea, and shall continue its use until I can get ail the 
merits I can out ol it. ROSA UPSON, M. D. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



PROF. T. S. POWELL'S LECTURE TO THE MEDICAL 
CLASS AT THE SOUTHERN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE, ATLANTA, GEOR- 
GIA, OCTOBER, 1883. 



Gentlemen of the Class : 

As the word farewell is considered to be one of the saddest 
of earth, so the salutation, **Welcome" thrills the heart of men 
with a glad and comfortable sense of greeting. 

The warm grasp of the hand is more eloquent than words ; the 
glad light in the eyes of a friend and the cordial smile on his lips, 
at your approach, are expressions for which there is no need of 
an outburst of language. 

And yet, gentlemen, I say to you, ''Welcome, most welcome !" 
to the Southern Medical College ; and may you draw from its 
bosom all the nourishment, strength and vigor your Medical Alma 
Mata should give to her offspring. ^ 

I am truly glad to see before me the faces of so many students 
who were with us at the last session ; both glad and proud, be- 
cause their presence here again attests the fact that they are pleased 
with the Southern Medical College, and are faithful in their pat- 
ronage of this institution. So, to them we give the greeting due 
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to tried friends, while we also extend the most cordial welcome to 
tiie many new matriculates that are with us to-day. I trust that 
our position towards each other, as instructor and pupils, ma} be 
of mutual pleasure and profit, without any discordant incidents to 
interrupt the harmony of the relation. 

While I shall endeavor to give you faithful instruction in my de- 
partment of medical science, I ask and believe that in return you 
will do justice to yourselves and the institution, by patient and per- 
severing application to the study of your chosen profession. To 
it you owe supreme devotion ; so do not allow the pleasures of the 
world to entice you from the performance of your duties and obli- 
gations, but let your character as students and as gentlemen be 
without reproach in the eyes of your class mates, your instructors 
and the public. 

No doubt you all have loved ones at home who will watch your 
course while students in tliis institution, with that anxious interest 
which only can be felt by those who are nearer and dearer to you 
than any friends the world can give. Respect, then, their hopes, 
and their high anticipations for you in your enforced absence. 

Have a reverence for the church your mother loves, and the God 
whom she serves ; and after a pleasant and profitable season 
among us, may you return to your homes in health, happiness and 
with good report in all things. 

You have come, gentlemen, to prosecute your medical studies in 
a city whose marvelous growth, public spirit, energy and enter- 
prise challenge the admiration of meri throughout our sunny land. 
With an ever-aspiring spirit of emulation, Atlanta would have no 
competitor to surpass her in the highest achievements of progress 
and excellence ; so, while with us, gentlemen, there will be around 
you so many examples of a noble ambition, your mind and pur- 
poses should become instinct with their inspiration until you feel 
that if you, too, do not have these ardent aspirations in your especial 
life-work, you will be laggards in the race, and fail to reach the 
goal of successful emulation. 

You are in a city that is rapidly advancing to its inevitable des 
tiny as the cosmopolitan centre of the State and of the South. 
All around you are seen striking evidences of the vim and enter- 
prise that led to success and great achievements. 

The air about us is vocal with thp inspiring notes of a vigorous 
and ambitious spirit of progress. 

The scores of panting, ever-restless locomotives upon our seven 
railroads, leading into the very heart of the city; the whirr of ma- 
chinery in our numerous manufactories, and the numerous branches 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Southern Medical Record. 443 

•of trade and commerce in our midst, tell with trumpet tongue to 
the world that the Gate City of the South, though young in years, 
is athletic in strength, and fast becoming gigantic in statue. 

Its splendid public and private schools and numerous literary 
societies; its magnificent public library; its thirty or forty success- 
ful newspapers and periodicals, and its liberal, enthusiastic patron- 
age of music and all the fine arts, bespeak the intelligence and 
broad culture manifest in that refined and elevated tone which dis- 
tinguishes our social circles. 

Ours is also a city of churches, well attended and generously 
supported; and Atlanta has the reputation of being the most moral 
city of its size on the continent. In addition to all these, we might 
speak of our broad and handsome streets, thronged with benevo- 
lent, generous and warm-hearted men and women, of our mag- 
nificent public buildings, and the many beautiful residences of the 
cultured and wealthy; then conceive all these admirable features 
concentrated in a city literally set upon more than "seven hills," 
with a climate mild in winter, temperate in summer, and yet so 
pure and bracing,' and so free from malaria and the prevalence of 
epidemics, it is emphatically true that the locality of Atlanta 
makes it the healthiest city, perhaps, in the world; most desirable 
in all respects, and especially so as a commercial, social and edu- 
cational centre. 

Good men of all classes and conditions are, therefore, er.cour- 
aged to come to Atlanta. Men of wealth and refinement may 
here increase their wealth, while they may find enjoyment in our 
high educational and social advantages, and in the almost 
unparalleled salubrity of her climate. 

Profe*ssional gentlemen, scholars and scientists will here find 
• congenial companions in the circles of learning, and ample facili- 
^ties for prosecuting their studies. 

The industrious man, the artisan, the mechanic and the laborer 
may here find a ready welcome, with abundant avenues open to 
advancement and success in any and every field of enterprise and 
of usefulness. To laboring men — more, perhaps, than to any other 
class — tlite mildness and healthfulness of the climate rendering it 
practicable to work at all seasons and throughout the entire year, 
Atlanta possesses marked and Superior advantages. 

What more can be desired of a community and of a city than 
-what we have truthfully stated in respect to Atlanta ? 

The Southern Medical College, an Institution which its 
•founders have proposed from the beginning to make a shining 
llight to the profession of the South, and the exponent of that 
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fuller knowledge and higher medical education which the progress- 
of the age, the exigencies of the times, and the educated popular 
mind demand of both inst^^uctors and students in the science of 
medicine, has been wisely and happily located in this city. 

It is designed to have this institution second to none as a medi- 
cal school, and each year we are making rapid strides toward that 
goal of our hopes. 

Our well-constructed and commodious college building, with its- 
central position in the city, is convenient to all of onr street rail- 
roads, hotels and many boarding houses, yet is sufficiently private 
for all purposes. Our large lecture-rooms, well-ventilated and 
lighted with gas, have all the requisite modern conveniences, and 
our chemical laboratory is complete for instruction in that import- 
ant department. The hall of the museum is stored with the neces- 
sary anatomical preparations, curiosities, relics and specimens; 
and our dissecting-room, elevated, well supplied with water, and. 
brilliantly lighted, is one of the best if not the best in the union. 

The Central Ivy Street Hospital, which is under the medical 
charge ot the Faculty, affords exceptional opportunities for clin- 
ical instruction to the Class. To any intelligent mind, informed 
upon the subject, it is needless to speak of the great importance 
and advantages of this acquisition to the Southern Medical Col- 
lege, since practitioners and students will at once appreciate the 
importance of this method of instruction to those who are seeking, 
a really thorough medical school. 

The Hospital adjoins the college lot, making it easy of access,, 
and enabling the Faculty to have cases brought from the hospital 
to the college and exhibited to the class. In this way the Faculty 
are enabled, during the whole session, to utilize every case to the 
best interests of the patients and of those receiving instruction at 
their hands. 

With all these facilities, no one should be surprised at the rapid 
progress the College has made since it was opened four years ago;, 
and we feel most grateful for the confidence and co-operation of 
the Profession, and the high estimate in which they hold the Insti- 
tution. To merit that confidence and meet the increasing demands 
upon us, the Trustees and Faculty will spare no effort nor expense 
to enlarge our facilities and to make The Southern Medical 
College an honor to the South, and to the profession at large. 

The demand for teachers of first-class character and attainments 
in their respective departments of instruction, is one of the grati- 
fying signs of the times. It shows that the popular mind is 
aroused upon the subject, and calls for instructors who are teach- 
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-crs in the truest sense f the word — who have not only high scho- 
lastic acquirements in their especial work, but who possess the art 
of imparting their knowledge to the pupil in a clear, concise ^d 
practical manner, so there will be no difficulty in comprehending 
and retaining the instruction given. Knowledge thus acquired by 
the student will enable him to give his own demonstrations and 
utilize themto the best purposes by combining theory and prac- 
tice in his work. 

I will confess that but comparatively few instructors are -en- 
dowed by nature with this happy art, but it can be cultivated and 
-acquired to a great extent, and should be regarded as an indispen- 
sable qualification in a teacher. 

A man may make a brilliant oration upon medical science, but 
it will prove of little value to the student of medicine unless 
another man comes after him and demonstrates what the former 
has merely expressed in ornate language, though replete it may be 
with thoughts of significance and beauty. 

Another index of the exalted views to which popular thought 
is more and more directed, is the demand for morality in the in- 
structor, and consequently a good moral influence upon the stu- 
dent It should inspire the souls of men to note this reaching up 
from a low, earth-bound plane of action, to a higher and purer at- 
mosphere in which to do man's work, and thus exalt the standard 
of the profession in its moral not less than in its scientific as- 
pects. 

He who will read these indications of the times, will see that the 
tendency is to educate the mind up to a love of order, beauty and 
symmetry, and to the highest excellency with all those pleasing 
features which are attractive to the true artist in any work, how- 
•ever practical that work may be. Hence the public, to a greater 
-extent than ever before, is becoming disgusted with the coarseness 
^nd the immorality, the foulness and the hideous deformity which 
were too often apparent in the older methods of teaching. 

With the exception of a minister of the gospel, no man should 
have a higher moral character than the teacher in any branch of 
instruction. 

Any man who has not wholly lost his self-respect, is shocked 
to hear his son utter a profane oath, though he himself stains his 
lips and his soul with the sin. As a teacher's influence, in the close 
<:ontact with his pupil, will go far towards elevating or bringing 
low that pupil's moral standard, a father, though a bad man him- 
self, never prefers the teacher who will set his boy the example of 
•drunkenness, profanity, gambling and other vicious habits. 

Besides, no man's character can be rounded, complete and sym- 
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metrical unless he is of strict moral integrity, a true gentleman 
Then he may be called a man, indeed, in all the grand and noble- 
significance of the word; and he stands out before the world in 
bold relief, a beautifully carved figure of marble- white purity against 
the dark background of sin and vice. 

Gentlemen of the class, allow me to uige this upon you — 
whether in private life, or in your profession: Try to" have your 
character rfloulded into this statue of moral strength, and beautiful^ 
symmetrical proportions. Keep this always in your mind, that 
every man is no better and no greater than he wishes to be; hence 
his character and his attainments are no lower or higher than are 
his aspirations and his eflTorts. Strive to excel; for even should 
you fail in some of your endeavors, the very act of making the 
effort will strengthen, purify and exalt your character as a ma» 
and a professional gentleman. But no good work is ever lost, and 
if not in the near future, sometime in the coming years you will 
gather the fruits of your labor, and have your reward. 

In the profession you have chosen, you will bear a relation to- 
ward woman, as counsellor and preserver, which will reveal to 
you much of her mental and emotional nature, as well as her 
physical ifh; and when you approach this mysterious and sacred 
arcana, overshadowed by the very presence of the Deity you 
should come with a pure heart, clean hands and a reverent spirit* 
Then you will be fitted to become truly her friend, as well as ad- 
viser, as every. man should be who ministers to the dual combina- 
tion of woman's mental and physical idiosyncrasies. 

I am glad that medical scientists are giving more thought and 
investigation to this subject. When we learn to make woman vig- 
orous, healthy and buoyant in both mind and body, and, conse- 
quently, happy and useful in fulfilling her true destiny, then we 
become the benefactors, without a peer, of all humanity. I am 
certain that a great deal of woman's physical weakness and un- 
happiness is caused by men not understanding her needs and. 
her nature. 

At her worst, she is better than the most of men, and meu 
should make it a business to study the wonderful phases of her 
womanhood, and ascertain how it is best to promote her healthy, 
happiness and usefulness in the important relation she sustains to- 
ward man. , 

It has been often said that good women make good men, but I 
feel assured that every wicked woman had some bad man for an;, 
example or a leader. You may cite the case of our first Mother^ 
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and I will answer that we all know the Devil, in the guile of a 
serpent, was of the male persuasion. 

I have known a woman who, for nearly forty years, tried to 
persuade her husband to become a good man, and he rejected her 
petitions every time. But when a man asks his wife, mother or 
sister to join him in living a better life, in nine cases out of ten 
she will follow his lead promptly and gladly, and with all her 
heart and soul. So, woman's nature, whatever its faults may be, 
is better and higher than that of man, and he can never be her 
equal until his life is assimilated to those higher and purer.instincts 
which characterize the gentler sex. 

Whether as an angel of compassion and mercy in the hovels of 
the poor, as a shining example of womanly virtues and accom- 
plishments in social circles, as the loved and honored queen of 
home in the character of tender mother, devoted sister or faithful 
wife, woman is the promoter of the truest civilization, the conserv- 
ator of morals and the vestal of her country's altars: in a word, she 
is the last wonderful thought of God, crystalized into a form of 
angelic loveliness, and sent to cheer and to bless, to guide and sus- 
tain, electrify and lighten the sin-darkened world of mankind. 

All honor, then, to self-sacrificing and devoted woman. Young 
gentlemen, forget not, I beseech you, in the hard and fearful bat- 
tles of life, the eternal obligations you owe to her who gave you 
birth, nurtured you in youth, and strewed bright flowers of love 
in your pathway to manhood: who stood beside your couch in 
sickness, and pointed your soul to the bright stars of Paradise 
that cluster around the Throne of God! Her smile shed a halo 
of glory around the days of your childhood, and her tears are 
the brightest offerings at the gates of the Celestial City; while her 
prayers in your behalf ever ascend, like incense, to Heaven. Re- 
member, to have had a good mother is the stepping stone to honor- 
able success in this life and an immortality of bliss in the life to 
come. 



Phosphate of Codein. — ^The Wiener Med. Blatter ior August 
16th contains the mention of a new drug, the phosphate of codein, 
which has been prepared by Merck, of Darmstadt, under the di- 
rection of Professor Hegar, of Freiburg. It is intended for hy- 
podermic injection, for which neither the sulphate nor the chlorate 
are suitable, being nearly insoluble in water. The new salt is sol- 
uble in four parts of water, and contains seventy per cent, of co- 
dein. It crystallizes in four-sided columns, and is similar to mor- 
phia in action, with the advantage of having less tendency to ex- 
cite toxic symptoms. It is particularly suitable for sensitive pa- 
tierlts.— TV; 1. Med. Rec. 
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A REMARKABLE CASE OF FIBRO-CELLULAR AND 
CARTILAGINOUS TUMOR. 



By Jno. Thad. Johnson, M D., 

Piofesior of Principles and Practice of Surgery In the Southern Medical College, 

Atlanta, Oeori^a. 



The case of which a cut is here presented, is probably of suf- 
ficient interest to justify me in placing it before the profession. 

The tumor was removed 
October 17th, 1883, at my 
surgical clinic at the South- 
ern Medical College, the 
patient having been ad- 
mitted to the Infirmarv 
connected with the col- 
lege. 

The patient is a negro 
man twenty-one years of 
age. The tumor, then very 
small, was first discovered 
when he was ten years of 
age. Its growth, after 
that time, was slow but 
steady. It was never at- 
tended by pain,further than 
that of an occasional su- 
perficial inflammation, set 
up by irritation of clothing, 
exercise, or sitting. 

The tumor hung well 
down toward the knee ; 
and furnishes a very good 
imitation of a tail, as if to 
give body and strength to 
the imagination of the Dar- 
winites. It was flattened 
out very similar in shape to 
the tail of a beaver. The 
transverse diameter varied 
from 5 to 7 inches. Its 
thickness (anteroposterior) was about, or nearly, three inches in 
the upper portion, one and a half in the central, and somewhat 
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thicker as we approached the extremity. Measuring around the 
tumor in its longest (vertical) diameter, gave us thirty-three inches. 
The weight of the portion removed lacked a fraction of four 
pounds. • 

The growth was cartilaginous and fibro-cellular. Occupying 
the most of the upper third or half of the sac (or bag), was an 
aggregation of irregular cartilaginous nodules. To external ma- 
fiipulation these well-similated a foetus of about four months ; and 
the similarity to the touch at once suggested itself to all who ex- 
amined it. More than one prominent physician (for the patient 
had "run the rounds") suspected that there might be therein the 
product of an imperfect twin conception, or monstrosity. 

Extending upward from this nodular cartilagenous mass, was a 
cylindrical process of the same structure, which, in the operation, 
was finally traced in its attachment to the sacro-ischiatic ligaments. 
Before incising, it seemed to be firmly adherent to the tuberosity 
of the ischium itself It also gave me some reason to be prepared 
for an extension between and beyond the sciatic ligaments into 
the bony pelvis. 

The tegumentary part of the tumor partook somewhat, in its 
physical characteristics, of elephantiasis. A closer dissection 
showed it be fibro-cellular. The connective tissue was much 
thickened, with the fibrous elements largely increased. There was 
hut little adipose development, though the lower part of the 
growth suggested, under manipulation, such a character. A num- 
ber of fibrous growths were interspersed throughout the cellular 
hypertrophy. These were distinct though firmly attached to the 
integument and cellular tissue. 

In the removal, an incision was made encircling the mass three 
inches below the gluteal surface. Turning the flaps up, a rather 
tedious effort was made toward tracing the cartilaginous rope al- 
ready spoken of, to its origin. This was finally severed from the 
margin of the sacro-ischiatic formation by combined cutting and 
tearing. No large vessels were encountered, though several re- 
quired the ligature. One of these was in the cartilaginous pro- 
longation ; the others were in the thickened cellular tissue. 

After ample time for arresting the oozing of the smaller vessels, 
the flaps were brought together by silk and wire, supported by 
plaster. The line of unioil was, when on the stretch, nearly 14 
inches in length. Carbolized cloths were placed over all. About 
one-half of the cut surface united by first intention. Considerable 
ituppuration occurred in the inner half of the flap. This portion 
of the skin extended toward and was continuous with the scrotum, 
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and was very much hypertrophied. Free drainage was provided 
for. The patient progressed to a cure without serious symptoms. 

We may remark on the unusual length of the tumor. There 
was no weight at the extremity to drag it to so remarkable an ex- 
tent. The heavy part of the growth, indeed, was above. This, 
cellular extension seemed to grow downward, of its own accord^ 
as naturally as a horse's tail would grow. There was no con- 
stricted pedicle at the base. 

I must ask here to acknowledge the very efficient assistance, in 
the operation, of Professors Roy and Nicolson and Dr. Divine,, 
and Mr. Butler, with possibly other students of the class. 

December 8th. I am now able to report that the wound beaied 
kindly. Before union was completed, however, the integument 
adjacent to the line of incision began to thicken, or take on hyper- 
trophy, very rapidly. Indeed, this growth, while not subjected 
to the microscope, seemed to be a true elephantiasis ; more mark- 
ed, even, was the resemblance than it was before the operation, as. 
above described. This growth soon attained the size of two small 
fists. On the date just given I have cut away the redundant in- 
tegument as nearly as possible ; but I very much fear even this, 
removal will not put a stop to the abnormal growth of skin. 

In this second operation I could not find any recurrence what- 
ever of the cartilaginous structure ; nor was there any renewal or 
a distinct fibroid mass either in the skin or cellular tissue ; but, in- 
stead of the normal integument, an hypertrophied mass of nearly 
two inches thickness. 

Atlanta^ Ga,^ November, 1883, 



SOME THOUGHTS CONCERNING OLD REMEDIES 

NOW CONSIDERED ALMOST OBSOLETE BY 

PHYSICIANS— TARTAR EMETIC, 

FOR EXAMPLE. 



By Harvey L. Byrd, M. D., 

President and Professor of Obstetrics and Dlseaaea of Women and Children in th& 
Baltimore Medical Ck>llege, Baltimore, Maryland. 



Whilst the present age may be considered generally as a pro-^ 
gressive one, and in, a great many respects is really such in fact, as- 
may be seen in the numerous accessions that have been made ii^ 
the various arts, and in many departments of science likewise,, 
which are seemingly permanent additions to what was known be- 
fore ; and, therefore, calculated to benefit mankind in various 
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ways, yet so far as it relates to the medical profession it cannot be 
properly regarded as a utilitarian one, certainly not in the broad 
acceptation in which some have thought proper to apply that term 
to the advancements taking place in the latter half of the nine- 
teenth century. Hence we pause to consider that it is lacking in 
conservatism, in our calling at least, in a conspicuous degree. 

The adaptation of means to ends that so generally marks dis- 
coveries as they are utilized from day to day at the present time, in 
a manner and to a degree probably never equalled before in the 
various arts and sciences, including medicine, would seem to indi- 
cate that an attempt like this to revive an old remedy and bring it 
prominently before the profession would be truly '*a work of su- 
pererogation." 

But when the thoughtful mind reverts to the great benefits it has 
seen result from tartar emetic, and contemplates and compares the 
action of the remedies that have been substituted for it and the 
results obtained, there will be found sufficient reason to "give us 
pause,'' and to ascertain whether our great zeal in behalf of new 
remedies is not causing us to drift away from that which is good to 
that or those remedies which are no better at least than it is, and 
whether or not the tendency of the profession is to ignore many 
other old remedies and useful experiences of past ages, and press 
them to the rear, where they have not been actually forgotten, 
when making plans for new discoveries or new facts in the heal- 
ing art. 

Again, it may be observed of a few modern remedies even, or 
those of comparatively recent introduction, that the tendency in 
some instances is to permit them to fall still-born ere sufficient time 
is given for their proper development or utilization, because unsup- 
ported by the sanction of a great name, in order, seemingly, to 
afford larger space for others that appear to ofl^er more brilliant 
prospects of usefulness to the profession or a wider fame to the 
discoverer. 

Whilst always ready to remove obstructions and to facilitate 
progress and discovery by all proper means I often think that 
more enduring and substantial results would be certainly reached 
if we could delay just long enough to *' prove all things and to 
hold fast only to that which is good" in medicine, as is done in 
almost all the other departments of human affairs. 

I am emboldened to step to the front in the advocacy of tartar 
emetic, from seeing the good effects upon the profession that fol- 
lowed an article I had the temerity to publish in the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter of Phila;telphia, in 1872, entitled Blood-Let- 
ting in Disease. 

I am thoroughly satisfied, after four decades of experience as a 
physician engaged in active professional work, that, next to blood- 
letting, the tartrate of antimony and potash is absolutely without 
a peer or rival as an antiphlogistic agent in our therapeutic re- 
sources, and that it may, in some cases, be substituted for blood- 
letting, even, without detriment, when certain circumstances or 
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conditions do not absolutely demand the use of that old and peer- 
less remedy in inflammation. 

I am conscious of the import of the language I am using, and 
desire that I may not be misunderstood in regard to it. And I 
wish to add, still further, that, like blood-letting, the necessity for 
Us use in practice is now as great as it ever was at any time in the 
history of the article. After venesection, in acute inflammatory 
affections, I have found it produce its most strikingly marked 
beneficial effects, and feel fully warranted in saying that the most 
skeptical member of the profession would not doubt its wondrous 
power for good could its action be observed in a single case. But, 
as already stated above, its field of usefulness covers absolutely all 
cases of febrile and inflammatory affections that are unattended 
with inflammation or considerable irritation of the gastric mucous 
membrane. Those conditions only contra-indicate its internal em- 
ployment in any form of disease whatsoever, or in any patholog- 
ical condition attended with a full or even moderately tense and 
quick pulse, with dry skin and paucity of the secretions generally. 
It will be seen from these statements that, with the single excep- 
tion of calomel, it is capable of doing good in a larger number of 
diseases than any other remedy in the hands of the medical prac- 
titioner. With these remarks I might conclude this paper, and, 
were I not aware ot the fact that there" are a large number of 
practitioners who have never used the article at all, would proba- 
bly be mclined to do so. But for the use of such, and of those 
who have permitted other and more recent articles to monopolize 
its place in their therapeutic resources, I feel that the interests of 
science demand that a few more words should be added regarding 
its mode of administration, etc. 

In doses of from one-eighth to one-tenth of a grain, alone or 
in conjunction with opium or one of its salts or preparations, I ex- 
pect good results from it when given as an antiphlogistic or anti- 
pyretic, expectorant, diaphoretic, diuretic, or as an alterative. I 
never prescribe it as an emetic, unless po other article of that 
class is convenient, and am not prepared to speak of its tolerance^ 
as mentioned by Rasori many years ago, in ucute diseases from 
personal experience. Thus, I find it a valuable agent in most forms 
of few^r^ in bronchitis, in pneumonia, in croup and laryngitis, in 
torpid conditions of the liver, in certain chronic cutaneous diseases, 
and in sick headache, etc. It is as valuable in lessening the force 
and frequency of the circulation as veratrum or aconite, and, being 
tasteless in the proper dose, is almost absolutely free from disa- 
greeable or unpleasant effects, and thus is generally preferable to 
either of them. 

The foregoing strong commendation of tartar emetic in this pa- 
per will be endorsed, I feel quite sure, by those practitioners who 
would preserve the old landmarks in our therapeutics, and are 
unwilling to drift too far away from the moorings of well-tried 
experience, merely to follow fashion or for the sake of novelty in 
practice. And if it should prove the means of adding a most val- 
uable and trustNyorthy article to the therapeutic repertory of a 
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physician unaccustomed to or inexperienced in its use in the treat- 
ment of his patients, another most important object will have re- 
sulted from its preparation and its publication in tjye Medical 
Times. — Medical Times, 



ON THE SO-CALLED EQUINE SCARLATINA. 



By Frank S. Billings, Vet. Surg., Boston. 



I have been asked to write a paper on this disease. There is no 
such disease. It has been, and is still, the misfortune of veterinary 
medicine to be a sort of tail attached to human medicine, a para- 
site which depends on the latter for strength and support. In the 
early days of veterinary medicine the nomenclature of the human 
branch was transferred without reflection to the diseases of ani- 
mals, as the micro-pathological anatomy of the organs of man has 
been, and is to-day. 

Then we have the " measles " of the hog. Who would for a 
moment think this was not measles at all, but a cysticercus inva- 
sion? We speak of *-hog cholera," which bears no relation to the 
human disease; of the ** typhus" of various animals, when noth- 
ing resembling the typhus of man, in its peculiar microscopical 
phenomena, has ever been seen. **Typhoidal" phenomena are 
common enough in all species of animals, but not those peculiar to 
typhus. 

Veterinary pathologists (we never had one — though many books 
have been written, we never have yet had a logical, skeptical 
thinker, as a writer on pathology in veterinary medicine) have yet 
to learn what constitutes the essentials that should give an animal 
disease the same name which it occupies in human nosology. To 
give an animal disease the same name attached to a human disease 
which it resembles, it must have: 

1. The same cause, and be equally transmissible between man 
and this animal species. 

2. Having the same cause, its genus must be similar. 

3. The principal points of its pathological anatomy must be 
similar. 

4. It must be similar in course and termination. 

These may not be all the points of resemblance, but they are the 
cardinal ones, and are only slightly modified by the varieties of 
constitution, anatomical structure of parts, etc. For instance, pneu- 
monia is pneumonia wherever you find it, and so of every organic 
disease, and in general we have pretty nearly the same varieties in 
animals as appear in man; but it is singular that the diflerent va- 
rieties which occur, under varying circumstances, in man never 
appear in the same course in our animals, viz.: Broncho-pneumo- 
nia is the rule in the horse, cheesy pneumonia in cattle, and ca- 
tarrhal pneumonia in the dog. 

As to ^^ scarlatina,^" to be such in fa(|t, the first necessity would 
be that it was transmissible in some way from man to the horse, 
and vice versa. This is not the case. It has not one characteristic 
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in common with the disease in man, except that there is a cutane- 
ous eruption. The name has been entirely dropped from all the 
modern coiftinental works on zoopathology, and never appears in 
any of the medical periodicals except those of English origin. 

What is known as "scarlatina" is either a condition following 
on the "influenza diseases," or a new malarial complication due to 
some new contagium, which the anticipating disease had prepared 
the way for. It is nothing bgt a modified lorm of what is known 
as "purpura" in English veterinary works, and occurs under ex- 
actly the same conditions. 

My exact meaning will become clearer to medical readers if I 
quote from Williams, the best English author. He says:* 

"A febrile disease, characterized by an eruption of the skin, 
petechial spots on the nose, soreness of the throat, and sometimes 
suppuration' in different parts of the body, particularly the sub- 
maxillary space." 

"Unlike the scarlatina which attacks man, it is a non contagious 
disease, generally attacking hut one or two horses in a large stud, 
among which some form of epizootic disease is at the time preva- 
lent." 

" Scarlatina is usually associated with epizootic catarrh, and oc- 
curs in animals that have been for some days suffering from that 
disease; a d the production of such an alteration in the blood as 
induces the scarlatina is due to defective ventilation or stable 
drainage, or to overcrowding, by which the air becomes loaded 
with decomposing animal matter. Sometimes a weak constitution 
will convert a catarrh into scarlatina, and the severity of an epi- 
zootic disease may alter the blood and give origin to scarlatina " 

This is from an author who has been called a " world-renowned 
pathologist." If it is pathology, if there is a grain of logical sense 
in it, except that the condition the author calls a disease comes as a 
sequel ot something else, then I do not know the use of language. 

The A BC of zoopathology has yet to be written. — Ncrw Tork 
Medical Journal, 



ON THE LOCAL TREATMENT Of ERYSIPELAS. 



By John Kent Spender, M.D., Lond., 
Physician to the Mineral Water HOBpltal, Bath, 



This subject deserves every attention, and the readers of the 
British Medical Journal ought to be thankful that it has been so 
often disclosed. But the question of etiology is, perhaps, not al- 
ways clearly grasped, although it must determine to a large extent 
the type of the disease, and its successful management. Take ery- 
sipelas of the scalp, for instance; a superficial erysipelas is a very 
innocent thing, and easily controlled; but there is hardly a more 
dangerous malady than traumatic erysipelas of this part, accompa- 
nying profuse suppuration in the connective tissue between the 
occipito-frontalis muscle and the cranium. Again, if the sanitary 
arrangements of a private house or of a large public institution be 
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defective, there may be frequent epidemics of facial erysipelas and 
of enteric fever, either separately or conjointly, as happened in the 
Somerset Lunatic Asylum in 1879 and 18S1. 

But if surgical and hygienic agencies can be safely put aside, it 
may be acknowledged that the local treatment of erysipelas de- 
serves a large amount of professional care and discrimination. 
Call it by what name we like, it is essentially a spreading derma- 
titis, which may cause peril by the extent of cutaneous surface in- 
volved, or by the degree of constitutional irritation which may be 
provoked. It is not often that we have a quasi-inflamation so 
completely under therapeutic command. Iodine may be useful if 
there be any suspicion of a pyaemic complication; but, for the so- 
called idopathic erysipelas, I cannot speak tOo highly of the free 
-and frequent application of a solution of tannin in equal parts of 
spirits of wine and water, as recommended by Dr. Braithwaite in 
the Journal for April 30th, 1881 This solution is quite as benefi- 
cial when erythema approaches erysipelas in local and general se- 
verity. I give the bare outlines of two cases: 

1. A lady, a little past middle age, had a sudden attack of ery- 
sipelas all over the left thigh and leg after a trivial injury. The 
:general health was tolerably good. About a dozen "paintings" 
with the solu.ion of tannin were sufficient to drive away every 
trace of the disease. The skin swollen presented a shrivelled 
look. 

2. A maiden lady in middle life, entrusted to my care by Mr. 
Clouting, of Thetford, suffered from erratic erysipelas on 4he face, 
iifter exposure to cold, in October, 1881. X'he tannin solution was 
very successful, and a recent letter from Mr. Clouting tells us that 
the lotion has been frequently used during the last twelvemonth 
with the same good resalt. 

Tannin completely dissolves in equal parts of water and spirits 
of wine; and, when applied to the skin with a camel's hair brush, 
a delightfully cool feeling follows from evaporation. A proper 
/Strength is six grains to the drachm of fluid. 

One of the great literary wants of our profession is, a first-rate 
monograph on erysipelas in its medical and surgical aspects. Just 
because it has these two aspects, the subject has rather ''fallen be- 
tween two stools," although handled with more or less ability in 
various dictionaries and encyclopaedias. But there are several 
points in its pathology and treatment on which most medical men 
would like to have new and trustworthy teaching. — British Med. 
Journ,, Dec, 9, 1882, p. lUff. 



USE OF APOMORPHIA IN CASES OF POISONING. 



By Amand Routh, M.D., B.S., M.R.C.P., Lond. 

Those liable to be calkd to cases of poisoning are always glad 

to hay.e an agent handy which, not iu itself lowering, will produce 

prompt emesis, especially in those cases where the jaws are rigidly 

•cUncned and the stomach pump absent or inadmissible. This agent, 
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I am sure, we have in apomorphia, an alkaloid which Dr. WT^ 
Murrell has brought before the profession. Though a derivative- 
of morphia, it has no norcotic effects in the doses required to cause- 
emesis. Dr. Murrell recommends it to be kept in a solution of i 
in 50 strength, and to be given subcutaneously in doses of from 
3^ to 10 minims (1-15 to 1-5 grain.) Emesis occurs in from two- 
to five minutes, the contents of the stomach being usually voided 
in one rush without previous nausea, but with violent and visible- 
muscular action of the stomach walls. The following two cases, 
will serve to *how its utility. 

Case i. — I was sent for to see Mrs. S , who was said to» 

have swallowed a white powder and lo be then dead. 1 found her 
on the floor, doubled up, jaws and hands clenched, blood and 
froth at mouth, respiration seemed absent and pulse barely per- 
ceptible. She had not vomited. Though evidently dying, 1 in- 
jected five minims of the above solution into her arm, keeping mv 
hand on the pulse. It two minutes and a half by the watch the 
stomach evacuated its contents with a rush, whilst the pulse 
seemed to rally for an instant and then finally ceased. Oxalic acid 
was proved to have been the poisou used, and at the post-mortemi 
about two drachms only of fluid were found in the stomach. 

Case 2. — A lady, a dipsomaniac, had obtained access to the wine 
cellar, and had swallowed straight off two bottles and a half of 
brandy. She then put the corks in her pocket, hid the bottles, put 
on her clothes and went out for a walk with her footman. She 
walked quite steadily for three hundred yards, when she dropped 
down insensible and was carried home in a cab. On arrival, ten 
minutes after, I found her comatose, not able to be roused, respi- 
ration stertorous and infrequent, pupils dilated and insensible, jaws 
clenched, pulse slow and intermitting, two or three beats in every 
eight. Her stomach was full of fluid. I injected 3^ drops of the 
solution, and in exactly three minutes and a half about a pint of 
alcoholic liquor was expelled, and altogether in about five minutes 
a quart (measured) of hardly altered brandy was vomited. The 
pulse and respiration now improved, the pupils becoming slightly 
sensibK and I lett her for two hours, by which time she could be 
roused temporarily. After twelue hours' sleep she awoke none 
the worse. 

Apomorphia fails to cause emesis during chloroform narcotism^ 
but no other drug seems to be antagonistic to it, and there is no 
reason why it should not be used to get rid of even morphia itself. 
In the dyspnoea of chronic bronchitis, emesis from apomorphia 
produces temporary relief. If only the certainty, rapidity and ab- 
solute safety of apomorphia >yere known, it would undoubtealy 
form part of every practitioner's paraphernalia. 

[Dr. Routh has since (Lancet, Dec. 30) received a note from 
Dr. Murrell stating that it was Dr. Gee' who first introduced the 
use of morphia to the profession.] — Lancet^ Dec. 23^1882, f. 1073. 
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BI-CHLORIDE OF MERCURY IN DIPHTHERIA. 



By Madison Reece, M. D., Abingdon, III 



During the past two and a half years, I have used, exclusively, 
in the treatment of diphtheria, the bi-chloride of mercury in large 
and frequent doses. My attention was called to its use by reading 
the address of Dr. Wm. Pepper, chairman of the Section of Prac- 
tical Medicine, before the American Medical Association for the 
year 1881. The statements therein made interested me to such an 
extent that, having on hand two cases of this disease of a malig- 
nant form, I determined to try its efficacy. 

Up to this time I had found (as who has not?) true diphtheria 
one of the most fatal forms of the disease that could be encoun- 
tered. I had used the usual remedies, so far as I could observe, 
without any eftect upon the progress of the disease, and had ar- 
rived at the conclusion that in the worst forms of the disease the 
patient would die with or without treatment, but since adopting 
the method of treatment to be described, I have not feh the same 
anxiety as formerly, when called to a case. 

To this date thirty-five cases have been treated in this way, with 
three deaths. Two of these deaths were the first cases referred 
to above, and although they ended fatally, I was thoroughly con- 
vinced that the remedy had special power to combat the disease, 
and I now believe that with my present experience in the use of 
this remedy, I could have saved one, if not both of these pa- 
tients. 

My method of preparing this medicine is to dissolve one grain 
of the bi-chloride in four ounces of rain-w^ater ; then, if the pa- 
tient is old enough to gargle and rinse the throat and mouth, he is 
to do so every two hours, and immediately afterwards to take a 
teaspoonful internally. If the disease be of a severe form, it should 
be administered in this way every hour. The above dose is calu- 
lated for a child of five years of age. I have often used the same 
amount for a child of two years of age. 

It will be observed within fifteen or twenty hours that the exu- 
dations on the tonsils and palate will begin to fade away and in u 
few hours more rapidly disappear. If then, unfortunately, as I 
found by experience in my early use of the remedy, the medicine 
be discontinued, the exudation will rapidly re-appear, to be again 
dispersed by a return to the treatment, so that it is necessary to 
continue for a week, or even a longer time, the use of the medicine^ 
not in such large and frequent doses, for it is observed that as soon 
as the patient shows signs of becoming better, the effects of the 
bi-chloride are shown by nausea, or vomiting, or purging. But 
so long as the system seems to be laboring under the diphtheritic 
poison, these effects are not manifested. 

We shall not attempt to give the rationale of the action of this 
medicine, but will only call attention to the fact that it belongs to 
that class of remedies which is rich in chlorine, and to which phy- 

2 
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sicians have resorted for many years in the treatment of this affec- 
tion, such as the tr. of the chloride of iron, chlorine water, chlo- 
rate of potassium, and here the bi-chloride of mercury. Also in 
view of the strong germicidal qualities of this substance,, as re- 
cently demonstrated by Dr. Sternberg, we may reasonably sup- 
pose it has a destructive effect on the bacteria that swarm in the 
exudation in the throat and surrounding structures. 

To show that this remedy in diphtheria seems to be appreciated 
abroad, I quote from Dr. Sternberg's article in the April number 
of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, page 337 : 

**A medical friend who has just returned from Vienna, informs 
me that mercuric bi-chloride is at present the favorite remedy in 
that city for diphtheria. 

M^ friends and neighbors. Dr. H. Judd, of Galesburg, and Dr. 
W. G. Piersol, of Hermon, have used this remedy in their prac- 
tice with the most satisfactory results. 

In conclusion, I would request those who may make a trial of 
this treatment to communicate the result to the Journal, or if not 
wishing to do so, to the writer. — Jour, Ante. Med, Assn. 



ON THE REMOVAL OF THE PLACENTA. 



Prof. Dohm (Deutsche Med. Wochenschrift) gives the result 
of his observations in the Konigsberg Hospital, especially with re- 
gard to Crede's method, as follows : 

1. In 1,000 cases of labor where the removal of the placenta 
was left to nature, the results were far better than in 1,000 other 
cases where Crcde's method was employed. 

2. The 1,000 cases of labor where the placenta was discharged 
spontaneously had markedly less hemorrhage, retention of mem- 
branes and puerperal fever. Those that were treated according: to 
Crede's method suffered to a considerable extent from troubles 
with the membranes, and in consequence there were many fatal 
puerperal affections. 

3. Those cases where the placenta was removed in the first five 
minutes alter birth by the Crede method, were the most liable to 
these affections. Those that were left longer before such extrac- 
tion was attempted did better, but still remained considerably in 
excess of those where this was left to nature. — Jour, Med, Asso- 
eiaHon, 

[Thus we see that "medlesome midwifery is bad." There is too 
much interference with the processes of nature in these times. 
Too much is attempted, not only in obstetric practice, but in all 
other departments. Patience, prudence and common sense are 
highly important elements in the make-up of a good practitioner. 
—Ed.] ' W. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



Tartar-£metic in Skin Affections. — A Surgeon of St. Mary's 
Hospital (British Med. Jour.) writes : 

Tartar emetic, or tartarated antimony, is the preparation I have 
used in these investip^ations the largest dose being 1-32 of a grain, 
or seven and one-half minims of the vinum, only half of the min- 
inum dose of the British Pharmacopceia. I must mention that in 
all cases in which the effect of the drug has been watched little or 
no local treatment has been used. 

I will state now in as concise a manner as possible, some of the 
more important diseases in which I have used the drug, leaving a 
more complete and detailed account for another opportunity. 

Eczema, — It is now seveaal years since my colleague, Dr. 
Cheadle, pointed out to me the value of antimony in the treatment 
of the acute form of this disease. In the majority of the cases 
ivhich have come under my care, its beneficial effect has been both 
marked and rapid. In the acute general eczema of adults, which 
usually commences somewhat suddenly by heat and burning on 
"tha flexor surfaces, and on the other characteristic positions, and 
is soon followed by abundant exudation of clear fluid, and in the 
form known as eczema rubrum, I generally begin with four or ?iv^ 
minims of the vinum antimoniale three times a day, increasing the 
•dose gradually up to seven minims. After a few doses the exuda- 
tion ceases, and the local irritation is much relieved ; but, in order 
to prevent a relapse, it is necessary to continue the treatment until 
all traces of the eruption have disappeared. In acute eczema of 
• childreuy the dose should be in proportion to the age of the child 
— half a minim or less up to six months, and one minim or less up 
to a year. As a rule, I have found both children and adults bear 
these quantities well, neither sickness or diarrhoea being produced. 
In the case of aged persons, however, the dose should not exceed 
three or four minims to begin with, as diarrhoea may result from 
the achninistration of a greater amount. 

In the subacute forms, both of children and adults, similar doses, 
but continued for a longer period, are necessary. In chronic ecze- 
ma, especially when localized, the use of antimony is less often 
successful ; but even in this troublesome form, it relieves the acute 
•exacerbations, and is occasionally followed by cure when other 
methods of treatment have failed. 

In eczema impetiginodes of children, I have noticed little bene- 
fit from the drug till the scabs have been removed, and formation 
of pus checked by local treatment Simple impetigo contagiosa 
from a local cause is not included in this category. 

In various forms of so-ealled lichen that occur in children, I have 
found antimony in the previously mentioned dos^s of the greatest 
value in relieving the irritation — a feature in which it resembles 
-arsenic. 

Prurigo. — In this troublesome aflection, frequently met with in 
our out-patient rooms — the relation of which to the severe form 
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known on the Continent as Ilebra's prurigo, Mr. Morrant Baker 
pointed out at the International Congress of i88i — antimony is of 
great use. Three or four minims of the vinum, continued over a 
long period, allays the itching to a large extent, and often prevents 
the relapse of eczema* In several cases, after arsenic, iron, iodide 
of iron, cod-liver oil and numberless other tonics had been tried, 
antimony was the only drug that produced any benefit whatever. 
When given in the before-mentioned doses continuously for more 
than a year, I have never seen sickness, diarrhoes, sweating, or de- 
bility ; but, on the contrary, the appetite improves and the weight 
increases. I have not had the opportunity of trying the remedy 
in a patient older than 18^ years, suffering from this disease ; but 
in one particular case of that age the benefit was most marked 
while the drug was being taken. 

Sycosis. — I have given antimony in five well-marked cases of this- 
disease ; in four, it did not seem to produce any eflTect, either bene- 
ficial or otherwise ; in the fifth, there was considerable improve- 
ment after the vinum had been taken a fortnight in seven-minim 
doses. It seemed to relieve the pain and burning ; but, although 
the remedy was persevered . with for over three months, the im- 
provement was only temporary. The local treatment while the 
drug was being administered was olive-oil or vaseline. In none- 
of these cases was there any bad effect ; no depression, diarrhcBa^ 
sickness or sweating. 

Urticaria. — In a few cases of chronic urticaria, I have found 
antimony, like arsenic, of service in checking attacks, so long a& 
the remedy was continued. 

Psoriasis. — ^Though, in the majority of cases of psoriasis, arse- 
nic is to be preferred to antimony, I have elsewhere called atten- 
tion to the fact that, in certain persons, arsenic not only fails to re- 
lieve, but even aggravates the disease. I have, in some of these 
cases, tried antimony, and have noticed that in a few instances im- 
provement took place, while in others it seemed to have no- 
effect. 

I have been obliged to condense the facts in this paper iuto very 
brief space, but two points I wish especially to lay stress on : first, 
that tartar emetic — in doses of 1-240 to 1-32 of a grain, according 
to age — can not only be tolerated, hut seems to have a decided 
tonic action ; secondly, that it proves useful in those acute forms 
of skin disease that are usually aggravated by aVsenic. 

New Operation for Prolapsus Recti. — Dr. D'Antona has 
performed, with success, the following operation on a woman: 
Seizing the prolapse with four Billroth's pincette's, and forming 
thus two cylinders of the rectal canal, he introduced one catgut 
suture into both cylinders and then into the margin of the anus. 
Another suture is passed through the middle part of one cylinder,, 
carried through the Douglas sac, and the perirectal tissue, return- 
ing to the other cylinder. The patient is discharged, cured in fif- 
teen days. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 
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The Physician. — A poem by Hugo Erichsen, read before the 
Delta mu Society of the University of Vermont: 

Hail to the doctor, on he toils 

In happy and in weary days; 
His enemy, grim death, he foils, 

And full of hardships are his ways: 

They lead from scenes of agony, 

To scenes of joy and happiness; 
From deathbed, which is irony 

Upon the doctor'y helplessness, 

To cradles filled with human buds, 

Which will become ihe flowers fair 
That fill the world with happiness 

Or scatter poison everywhere. 

Within his bosom, hidden, lie 

The secrets by his patient told, 
And vainly would a person try 

To make him tell, by force or gold. 

He soothes the pain and heals the wounds 

Made by disease or furious foe, 
Or by Time's swift pursuing hounds, 

Who bite the men unless they go 

Their way is toward the distant end, 

O'er stony path with restless zeal; 
Nor can a friend assistance lend 

To keep the hounds from off their heel. 

You smile, and don't believe the tale 

Of that wild everlasting race: 
Look at the old, for every bite 

There is a furrow in their face. 

The book of history is o'er filled 

With names 6f horoes, crowned with fame, 

Because in battle they have killed 

Their fellow-beings: such makes fame. 

Not so, the doctor; he saves life, 

And in the fever-stricken land 
He shows what heroism is; 

And through disease, with steady hand. 

He leads his patient. *All is safe," 

He finally whispers, glad the more 
That he has saved another life. 
** God bless the doctor o'er and o'er." 

— Fort Wayne Med, your. 
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Specific Treatment of Typhoid Fever. — A writer in the- 
Medical Investigator gives the follow^ing as the so-called specific 
treatment of this disease : 

In typhoid fever, when the pulse is 90 to 100 soft and small, give 
aconite, gtts. vtoviij, wateK oz. iv; dose, a teaspoonful every one 
or two hours. If the pulse is full and hard, use veratrum in place 
of aconite ; if the pulse is medium, full and hard, use aconite and 
veratrum combined. This will control the circulation, and we can 
readily bring and keep the pulse down to 75 and 80. This will 
also keep down the temperature. If there is nervous irritation 
with pain in the head, papillae on tongue elevated, add rhus, gtts. x, 
to the sedative. If the patient is stupid, dull eyes, pupils dilated, 
add belladonna, gtts. v to x, in the sedative in place of the rhus. ir 
the face is flushed, with determination of blood to the brain, add 
gtts. XX of gelsemium to the sedative. But remember, never give 
gelsemium and belladonna combined, as they have a specific dis- 
tinct action and effect. These remedies, when well selected and 
properly administered, will have a nice effect in controling febrile 
excitement. 

But perhaps the most important part of treatment in this fever 
is to neutralize and eliminate the blood poison, and just what that 
blood poison is, the profession has not clearly determined, but is a 
blood poison whatever it may be, and the lesion is in the Peyer's 
glands in the small intestines. 

The appearance of the tongue will readily point out the reme- 
dies. If the tongue is broad, pallid and white-coated, which is 
observed in some cases, give five grains of sulphite of soda every 
three hours, alternating with the sedative. If the tongue appears 
pale-red, give the nitro-muriatic acid diluted, gtts. v in water every 
three hours. If the tongue has a purplish-brown color, give bap- 
tisia oz.ss. to water oz.iv, a teaspoonful every four hours. 

One of these last remedies is specifically indicated in every case 
and will neutralize the blood poison. 

The above is the general outline of specific medication. Of 
course I would keep the bowels controlled, and kidneys, liver and 
skin, in good, active condition, and perhaps give some stimulants, 
with quinine inunction, if indicated. 

I could readily explain why these remedies help in curing the 
disease, but it would take up too much space. 

The last five years I have treated a number of typhoid fever 
patients on this line of treatment, and the result is very satisfac- 
tory, and can cheerfully recommend it. 

Glycerine internally administered (Dr. Tisne, Gaz. des Hop.)^ 
exerts a beneficial effect upon nutrition, increasing the weight and 
palliating many of the distressing symptoms in phthisis, such as- 
loss of appetite, diarrhoea, night-sweats and insomnia. Its action 
upon the liver is manifested by an increase in the size of the organ 
and a more abundant flow of bile. It has a diuretic effect, and in- 
creases the excretion of urea, the chlorides and the phosphates. 
The alkalinity of the urine is diminished, and if any pus be present 
in this it is greatly lessened in amount. — N, JT, Med. Jour. 
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The Antagonism between Paraldehyde and Styychnine. 

— Professor V. Cervello has examined paraldehyde, which he 
recommended in an earlier contribution as a substitute for chloral 
hydrate, (and which has since been more thoroughly investigated 
by Morselli and Albertoni,) in reference to its efficacy in strych- 
nine poisoning. From experiments on frogs and dogs, he comes 
to the following conclusions: 

Animals to which fatal doses of strychnine have been adminis- 
tered may be rescued by non-fatal doses of paraldehyde, which 
not only prevents death, but also the appearance of the symp- 
toms of strychnine poisoning. 

Narcosis by paraldehyde is the same in animals poisoned by 
strychnine as in those in a normal condition. The temperature 
and frequency of breathing always become less, and the reflex 
action Weaker. 

Paraldehyde overcomes strychnine poisoning in doses not nearly 
sufficient to produce narcosis. Previous administration ot strych- 
nine delays the narcosis of paraldehyde, but its course undergoes 
no modification. 

Paraldehyde hinders the increase of the blood -pressure caused 
by strychnine. 

With frogs, the effects of paraldehyde are but transient, since it 
quickly passes out of the system; but strychnine remains a longer 
time, and its effects are more lasting. 

Poisoning by paraldehyde is not antagonized, and in general is 
not modified, by strychni..e, either in large or small doses. No 
mutual antagonism exists, therefore, between the two poisons. 
Both act centrally — one augmenting, the other diminishing, the 
reflex action of the gray substance of the medulla. — Translation 
from the Deutsche MedizinaUZeitung^ October 4^ 1883, in The 
Polyclinic, 

Croup and Diphtheria.— G- W. Church, M. D., Shaftsburg, 
Mich., writes: In the July loth (1883) number of the Age, in re- 
porting the transactions of the American Medical Association, I 
notice remarks on "Unity of Diphtheria and Membranous Croup" 
— a paper read at the Association by Dr. A. Harris, of Virginia. 

In reference to this subject, it probably is generally known that 
very many physicians throughout the country hold the views of 
Dr. Harris, viz: that these two diseases are not two, but one and 
the same — identical. If so, how shall we account for the differ- 
ence in morbid anatomy and symptomatology? 

1. Croup is sporadic; diphtheria is contagious. 

2. Croup is non-contagious; diphtheria is contagious. 

3. The pseudo-membrane in croup is strictly upon the mucous 
membrane; in diphtheria it is not only upon, but infiltrated and 
sub-mucous. 

4. In croup we have to deal with a local disease, in diphtheria 
with a constitutional. 

5. In croup we have causation: (a) constitutional tendency, {b) 
vicissitudes of temperature, (r) the inhalation or swallowing of 
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irritants; in diphtheria (these do not act as causes), exposure to 
the mater ies morhi only. 

6. The pseudo-membrane in croup has, I believe, never been 
known to invade other parts; in diphtheria it may be found on 
almost any delicate surface, as the lining of the external ear, the 
vagina, under the prepuce, conjunctiva, stomach, and on the cuta- 
neous surface, if denuded or cut. 

7. The most important difference is found in the state of the 
blood, after death. 

It would seem that the idea of their unity was drawn from coin- 
cidences — the pseudo-membrane in both, and the cynanche (not 
always present in diphtheria, but always in croup, and the princi- 
pal feature in the case). 

As to the nuropathic elements of the two diseases, the profes- 
sion are as little agreed as to their unity. 

Paralysis of the laryngeal apparatus does not account for the 
symptoms, and the idea seems borrowed from diphtheria. Spasm 
seems to fully account for these symptoms. Do not our conclu- 
sions get the start, sometimes, of our reason ? — Med, Age^ July f^, 
— jFori Wayne Med, Jour. 

Treatment of Typhoid Fever. — Dr. Delafield (in New York 
Medical Record) says: 

*' A fair idea of the manner in which typhoid fever is treated in 
New York may be gathered from the routine of the different hos- 
pitals. 

In the New York Hospital many patients are simply put on a 
milk diet, with the addition of a moderate amount of whiskey, and 
no other treatment is used. Peptonized milk instead of ordinary 
milk is thought to be of service. For high temperatures the body 
is sponged with equal parts of alcohol and water, and sometinies 
the fluid extract of eucalyptus is given in fitteen-minim doses. 
Quinine is not much used. Tympanites is treated with turpentine 
internally, and in stupes over the abdomen. Opium is given when 
there is hemorrhage from the bowels or excessive diarrhoea. 

At St. Luke's Hospital the treatment is the same, except that 
•quinine is sometimes employed to reduce the temperature, and er- 
gotine hypodermically for intestinal hemorrhage. Either opium 
or chloral are used to control restlessness and sleeplessness. 

At St. Francis' Hospital, if the cases are seen early in the dis- 
ease, large doses of . calomel are given, with the idea of aborting 
the disease. Quinine in large doses is given to most of the pa- 
tients. The salycilate of soda or the benzoate of soda at;e given 
by some of the physicians throughout the disease. Cold water in 
any form, to reduce the temperature, is but very little used. A so- 
lution of the acetate of alumina is given to nearly all the patients 
to prevent or control the diarrhoea. 

At St. Vincent's Hospital quinine in doses of two grains every 
two hours is given to control the temperature. Cold water is not 
employed. Opium is used with diarrhoea and intestinal hemor- 
rhage. 

At the Mount Sinai Hospital quinine in large doses is given to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SouTHERX Medical Record. 465 

nearly all the patients. Cold water is not much used, but some- 
times the patients are sp-nged off. 

At Bellevue Hospital the treatment varies in the different divis- 
ions. 

In one division, the peptonized milk is much used. Qiiinine, in 
large doses, is given when the temperature reaches 103®, and 
sponging is also sometimes used. Opium, the bromides, and cold 
to the head are used for the restlessness. 

In another division quinine in moderate doses is given to most 
of the patients. For temperatures over 103^ sponging with cold 
water or the Kibbee cot and sprinkling with cold water are used. 
Opium is given when needed. 

In another division carbolic acid, gtt. j, and tincture iodine, gtt. 
ij, every two hours, are given earl}'' in the disease. Quinine in ten- 
grain doses every half hour is given to reduce the temperature. 
Sponging with cold water is sometimes used. Opium is employed 
for severe diarrhoea. 

In another division occasional sponging, and whiskey and 
opium when required, are the only treatment. 

At the Roosevelt Hospital full bathing has been tried in many 
cases, but now cold sponging is more used. Bismuth and pepsin 
are given to many of the patients. 

In all the hospitals milk, either simple or peptonized, is the reg- 
ular diet of the patients. 

Benzoate of Iodine is recommended by Dr. W. P. Watson, in 
the Medical Record, in the treatment of acute gastro-intestinal 
diseases — dysentery, cholera morbus, colic and the like. The phi- 
losophy of its action he does not undertake to formulate but has 
found it to give quick and permanent relief. In a case of dysen- 
tery reported, where the symptoms were quite urgentt and had 
failed of relief by various diarrhoea mixtures domestically given, 
relief was marked at the first dose, vomiting and tenesmus being 
«oon entirely restrained and the discharges becoming feculent. It 
was given in doses of seven and a half grains, every half hour, in 
simple elixir, until four doses were taken. In three similar cases 
it proved satisfactory. 

In a case of cholera morbus fifteen grains were given at once 
and half that quantity repeated at half-hour intervals, with com- 
plete relief in a few hours. The same treatment was used in a case 
of severe intestinal colic, where morphia was known to have had 
bad after eflfect, was attended with similar results, relief coming 
within a -few minutes after the first exhibition of the remedy. It 
has also been found useful in the bowel complaints of children 
when the passages are greenish, lumpy, mucoid and frequently 
streaked with blood, giving it in hourly doses of one grain for each 
yrear of age of the child. — Med, Annals, 

Auto-Transfusion in Hemorrhage. — Attention has been 
<juite frequently called to the value of auto-transfusion in cases of 
severe hemorrhage. In the Wiener Med, Blatter^ of February 
23d, Professor Braun relates a case of inversion of the uterus in 
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parturition with severe and almost fatal hemorrhage, in which this 
method was resorted to. Elastic bandages were wrapped around 
the legs, with an immediate dissipation of the alarming symptoms. 
The hips were raised, ether injected, and stimulants administered. 
The bandages were kept on for nineteen hours. This method i& 
especially applicable to post-partum hemorrhage from any cause,, 
arid is easily and quickly applied, much more so than transfusion. 
Doubtless, so prolonged an application might have its dangers in 
a few instances, but the advantages would far more than counter- 
balance the dangers. It may be/emarked that the inversion was 
caused by pulling on the cord of an adherent placenta, a far too 
frequent error, we fear, in view of the dangerous results which 
have, in many instances, followed it. — -A^. T, Med, Rec, 

Syphilitic Inuoculatiou of Monkeys. — At a recent meetings 
of the Societe Medicale des Hopitaux, Dr. Martineau announced 
that the monkey he inoculated on November 16, 1882, with syphi- 
litic matter from a patient of his, after having presented the char- 
acteristic lesions — hard chancre, followed by the various syphi- 
lides (papulo-erosive) — became affected ten months after inocula- 
tion with ulcerous syphilide of the mucous membrane of the pal- 
ate, which has healed. This case is interesting in so far as it 
proves that the evolution of syphilis in this monkey is following- 
the usual course observed in man, and will tend to affect the theo- 
ries in voffue respecting the natural history and origin of syphilis^ 
—N, r, Med, Rec. 

Cascara Amarga. — Dr Tangeman reports, in Therapeutic 
Gazette, the following case treated with Cascara Amarga: Henry 
K., aged 28, German, carpenter by occupation, made application 
for the relief of a chancre, which was about the size of a large 
pea, situated on the prepuce. Patient was very anaemic (though 
formerly quite healthy), weak, and covered with a pustular erup- 
tion. The lymphatic system was involved; some of the glands, 
were enlarged, especially those in the groin, amounting to a bubo 
on one side. Patient was put on cascara amarga at once, to the 
exclusion of all other remedies, one teaspoonful three times a day. 
Improvement was marked; the eruption now disappeared, the- 
bubo did not go to suppuration, and the initial lesion healed 
rapidly. 

But here comes the most interesting portion of the case: The 
appetite that was wholly lost returned, bowels that were consti- 
pated acted veiy nicely under the influence of this drug, and the 
patient, in the course of a week, felt buoyant. Altogether, that 
one case consumed about one pound of cascara amarga. In .three 
weeks he was discharged as cured.. During the whole course of 
treatment there was not a single complaint that the medicine was. 
affecting him badly, which is frequently the case where mercury 
is given, and often long before your case is ready to be discharged,, 
It is a very mild remedy: and in reality should be prescribed prior 
to the employment of any other specific remedies, instead of being^ 
resorted to only when our old stand-bys fail to relieve. 
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Case 2 was one of gonorrhaeal rheumatism, where the patient 
had suffered all the pain peculiar to this disease for months. He 
was a sporting man and had led a sort of a dissipated life, though 
he was not broken down in strength. He had tried all the reme- 
dies, both patent and regular, he claimed, without a particle of re- 
lief, not even as much as to relieve the pain sufficiently to obtain 
one single night's sleep; the seat of the trouble was mainly in the 
knees and ankles; they were sensitive to the touch. Such was, in 
short, the patient's condition when he made application for relief. 
The firm of Parke, Davis & Co. had supplied me a sample of the 
above drug, and although it was a little out of my domain, I con- 
cluded to embrace the opportunity and determine the effects of 
amarga in this most tedious trouble, as those will know who have 
ever attempted to treat gonorrhceal rheumatism. 

B Cascara amarga (P., D. & Co ),) * 2 .. 

Jamaica dogwood, J ^^ ^ ^^' 

M. Sig. 

One teaspoonful every three hours in a little water was pre- 
scribed and the patient discharged with the request to return and 
repoit the results. Five days later he returned, and from the smile 
on his face I could readily read his condition; he could walk very 
much better, had slept soundly every night since he commenced 
taking the medicine, and the fact that is to be emphasized is that 
his stomach was in good condition, which is more than ever can 
be said for mercury and iodide of potassium. The same prescrip- 
tion was given as before, and patient took no more medicine; he, 
himself, was surprised at the result, since he had swallowed all the 
nostrums that had ever bei^n advertised to have any specific effects. 

Petroleum in Phthisis. — Consumption. — The almost hope- 
lessness of phthisis pulmonalis in the most ordinary cases behooves 
us to be on the lookout for even a palliative. One theory after 
another is swept away. Pathological invebtigation of the most 
minute microscopical kind fails to detect the cause of this dread 
disease. The discovery of Koch led us to hope that the cure of it 
was in our reach, but his supposed discovery of the bacillus has 
been proved fallacious by other investigators. We are as much 
in the dark in regard to the ultimate cause of tubercle as ever. 

Laying all theory and scientific investigation aside, what can be 
done in the way of treatment? 

Reading an article several years ago by Dr. M. M. Griffith, of 
Bradford. Pa. (oil country), in regard to the use of petroleum mass 
in phthisis ana chronic bronchial diseases, I have ever since fol- 
lowed .his plan and with the most gratifying results: 

Case i. A wood-chopper; complete dullness on left upper lobe 
of lung; no expectoration; hacking, irritative cough; good appe- 
tite; night sweats. He did not think there was anything wrong 
with his lungs; he thought something was wrong with him, didn't 
know what; had no fever; pulse and temperature somewhat above 
normal. 

I gave him a box of oetroleum pills, four or five pills daily, and 
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to paint the left lung night and morning with tincture of iodine, 
to remain in the pine woods and report every two weeks. 

He followed my directions promptly, and after three months 
treatment I fail to find any remaining dullness, or cavity, respira- 
tory murmur perfectly clear, night sweats entirely gone. To all 
appearance he is cured. Hq states that " he can peel as much 
bark and chop as many logs as ever." The deposit seemed to be 
absorbed without cough or expectoration. There was no heredi- 
tary taint in his family. 

Case 2. Mr. J. B., aged thirty-nine, fair skin, sandy hair, blonde, 
occupation miner, family history good, called to see me December 
1st, 1881. For a year he had pain in his chest, cough, expectora- 
tion and chills. Emaciation of body. Pulse 100, standing; respi- 
ratory murmur increased; slight dullness on percnssion of the left 
upper part of lung; pain sharp, with tenderness on pressure and 
percussion; cough irritated the larynx; expectoration tough, diffi- 
cult, brownish, about two ounces per day. Had chills, with hectic 
fever following, dyspnoea and palpitation, skin dry and harsh. 
This was plainly a case of phthisis pulmonalis. 

He was given petroleum pills, one five times per day, counter 
irritation over diseased lung. R. Tincture calisaya, iron and 
strychnia. Teaspoonful tet die. 

The first time I saw him after prescribing was one month. The 
improvement was considerable, cough and expectoration dimin- 
ished, appetite fair, pain in lung did not trouble him much: stopped 
the tonic, continue the pills and use no other medicine. 

In six months from December ist he writes me that his health 
is beter than for years. He has resumed his work in the mines 
^nd feels strong and well. 
• At this date he writes me that his old trouble has not returned. 
I think this was a genuine case of consumption cured. I have a 
list of fifteen cases of what I consider true phthisis — ten of which 
were to all intents and. purposes cured, three very much benefitted 
^nd two died. It is qot only in phthisis that the petroleum acts 
beneficially, but in all old chronic bronchial diseases. I have noth- 
ing new to offer more than has been said bv others. I am sure 
this remedy i> not receiving the attention it should by the profes- 
sion. The dose usually prescribed is too large. The mass is the 
most eligible form of administration. I have very little expeii- 
■ence with the oil, do not ifse it at all, the pill form being the mo.st 
convenient and eligible. — M, Milton^ M,D.^ in ths Cincinnati 
Lancet and Clinic, 

Treatment of Puerperal Convulsions. — Dr. Newcomer, (in 
Weekly Medical Record) says : 

I have met six cases of eclampsia, all of which were bled largely 
except one. I will not tire you by giving the cases in detail, but 
simply say that four of them were primipara, and the other two 
had borne children before. In two the attacks came on during 
labor ; I bled them freely, gave chloroform and hastened the de- 
livery ; with the cc mpletion of labor the convulsions ceased. In 
two (primipara) the attacks came on about the eighth month of 
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gestation ; came on without any premonition, or labor pains, or 
dilatation of the os. I bled them profusely, and kept them under 
the influence of chloroform four to six hours, and gave them bro- 
mide of potass.; did not interfere with pregnancy ; in about six 
days they were taken with labor pains, and still-born children 
were expelled, without any return of convulsions; in the other 
two the convulsions came on after the completion of labor, one of 
which had only one spasm and yielded readily to the soothing in- 
fluence of bromide of potass, and chloral, the other one had twen- 
ty-bne spasms before I got to see her. I bled her severely, after 
which I kept her under the influence of chloroform for about six 
hours, after which she had no more convulsions ; her tongue was 
so badly bitten and swollen that it protruded from her mouth for 
several days, which gave her a frighiful appearance. She was 
discharged well in about ten days. 

My experience, as I have said before, has not been large in the 
treatment of .eclampsia, yet I cannot complain of my success in 
its management. I would not bleed an anaemic patient with 
eclampsia, but I have never met with such a one. My cases were 
all quite healthy with a tendency to plethora. Dr. Ohr, in the ar- 
ticle formerly referred to, gives an account of over thirty cases of 
eclampsia treated by himself, with a mortality of two ; one of 
these was moribund when he first saw her. She was not bled, 
and the only one of all his cases that was not bled ; this is decid- 
edly the best showing of any of the authors that I have consulted. 
I feel quite sure that I have averted, on several occasions, attacks 
of eclampsia by timely bleeding, and yet, after all, we cannot al- 
ways tell how much or how little good we do. A recent writer 
observes that "it requires a very accommodating conscience ta 
ascribe every fatal case to circumstances over which we have no 
control, and to attribute successful cases to our interference." 1 
would not say that my treatment of eclampsia is better than ethers, 
but as long as it is successful in my hands, I feel justified in con- 
tinuing it, and recommending it to others. 

Hot Milk as a Restorative. — Milk that is heated to much 
above 100° F., loses, for the time, a degree of its sweetness and its 
density ; but no one fatigued by over-exertion of body and mind, 
who has ever experienced the reviving influence of a tumbler of 
this beverage, heated as hot as can be pipped, will willingly fore- 
go a resort to it because of its having been rendered somewhat less 
acceptable to the palate. The promptness with which its cordial 
influence is felt is indeed surprising. Some portions of it seem to- 
be digested and appropriated almost immediately ; and many who- 
fancy they need alcoholic stimulants when exhausted by labor of 
brain or body, will find in this simple draught an equivalent that 
shall be abundantly satisfying, and more enduring in its eflects. — 
Pop. Set. Hews, 

New Code. — At the meeting of the New York County Medi- 
cal Society, on the evening of the 22d ult, occurred the first clean 
and above-board test of strength in New York City between the 
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New Code and the Old Code adherents. In previous contests on 
this question strategy and tricks largely influenced the result, but 
at the annual election on the 22d the issue was clearly made. The 
Old Code men had a very considerable advantage as regards their 
candidate for the Presidency — Dr T. Gaillard Thomas, a gentle- 
man of great popularity and of rare personal magnetism. The 
vote on officers was, however, clearly understood to be on a ques- 
tion of measures and not men, and when the ballots were counted 
it was found by the election of Dr. Van der Poele, that the New 
Code was sustained by a majority of 155 — Dr. Thomas receiving 
220 votes and Dr. Van der Poele 375. This very decided vote 
very effectually settles the question of professional sentiment, out- 
side of the specialists, on the New Code in New York City. 

The next and probabl}' final struggle will be at the meeting of 
the State Medical Society in the coming February. 1 he result of 
that struggle is no longer very doubtful. — Med, Age, 

Haemoptysis. — Dr. Brown says: Of drugs, ergot seems to be 
the most powerful in checking haemoptysis. The extractum ergotae 
fluid may be given in doses of a teaspoonful every fifteen minutes, 
until the hemorrhage is stopped, and then continued in smaller 
doses, or it may be given by hypodermic injection, in doses of fif- 
teen drops, or ergotine may be used. If the stomach is irritable, 
ergotine may be given per rectum. Sometimes ergot will have 
no appreciative effect. Upon such circumstances I think that 
gallic acid is the next best remedy. I frequently combine it with 
aromatic sulphuric acid, which makes a more efficient and pleasant 
mixture: 

R Acidi gallici 2 3, 

Acidi sulphurici aromat i 3i 

Glycerine 13, 

AquaB — q. s. ut. ft 4 2 

M. Sig. A tablespoon ful as required. 

This is to be given every hour, every half hour, or at shorter in- 
tervals, until the hemorrhage is brought under control. This, I 
think, ranks next to ergot, and where ergot produces no effect I 
usually resort to this combination. — Med, Briej, 

To Remove Fish Bones from the Throat. — To remove 
fish bones from the throat. Prof. Voltolina, at Breslau, recommends 
a gargle composed of muriatic acid, four parts; nitric acid, one 
part; and water, two hundred and forty parts. The teeth have to 
be protected by lard or oil. The fish bones become flexible, and 
they disappear entirely after a short time. — Med. and Surg, Rep, 

Small-pox. — Petroleum as an Ectrotic. — Dr. Kannenski 
states that he has obtained excellent results, even in the confluent 
form of small-pox, by painting the skin with a solution of petro- 
leum in olive oil, one to three or four. — Przeglad Lekarski. — 
Theraf, Gaz.,/uly 16, 
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SOIENTinO ITEMS. 



Gas Poisoning. — Prof. M. Von Pettenkofer says it is a fact 
frequently proved that when a gas-main breaks in the street, peo- 
ple in the nearest houses are frequently taken sick and may even 
<iie. At all events death results from the carbonic oxide, of which 
there is about 10 per cent, in coal gas. It can always be detected 
in the blood of the sick or dead by Hoppe-Seyler's test. It is also 
a fact that such breaks are more dangerous in cold weather. The 
reason why more gas finds its way into the houses in winter than 
in summer is due only in part to the higher pressure on the gas 
<iuring the long winter nights, as well as the frozen soil above has 
less penetrability, but far more to the important fact, which can 
be proved experimentally, that in winder the interior of the house 
acts like a chimney upon the air in the ground and cellars. 

Max Graeber had already established the minimum limit tor in- 
jurious quantities of carbonic oxide in the air, by a series of expe- 
riments upon animals, as o*6 to 07 per thousand. There are de- 
cided symptoms of illness with i*C per thousand, which increases 
to 2 to 3"5 per thousand, without fatal results, even if such air is 
breathed for many hours. But when the quantity reaches 4 or 5 
per thousand, fatal poisoning rapidly follows. Cramps set in with 
•episthotonus^ and the animals soon cease to breathe. 

In one accident that occurred in Munich, where the room held 
28 cubic meters (988 cubic feet) of air, 144 cubic meters (about 52 
cubic feet) of coal gas sufficed, when mixed with the air, to reach 
5 parts per million. 

As a precaution against ground air contaminated with illuminat- 
ing gas from entering houses, Von Pettenkofer recommends the 
police, the gas engineers, and private citizens to open all cellar 
Mrindows as well as those on the ground floor of threatened houses, 
-so as to prevent directlv sucking in the ground air or render it 
harmless by dilution. Moreover, the smell of gas serves as a 
^warning. — Drug, Circular, 

Metallized Wood. The following process, said to be of 

French origin, is given in Geyer's Stationer : 

The wood is first immersed for three or four days, according to 
its permeability, in a caustic alkaline lye (lime and soda) at a tem- 
perature of from 75° to 90^ C, (167** to 194° F.) From thence it 
passes immediately into a bath of hydrosulphate of calcium, to 
which is added, after 24 hours, a concentrated solution of sulphur 
in caustic potash. The duration of this bath is about 48 hours, and 
its temperature is from 35® to 50** C, (95, to 122® F.(. Fmally the 
wood is immersed for 30 or 50 hours* in a hot solution (35® to 50®) 
of acetate of lead. The process, as may be seen, is a long one, 
but the results are surprising. The wood thus >prepared, after 
having undergone a proper drying at a moderate temperature, ac- 
^quires under a burnish of hard wood a polished surface, and as- 
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sumes a very brilliant metallic lustre. This lustre is still further 
increased if the surface of the wood be first rubbed with a piece 
of lead, tin or zinc, and be afterwards polished with a glass or 
porcelain burnisher. The wood thus assumes the appearance of a 
tru** metallic mirror, and is very solid and resistant. Tkis should 
furnish the picture and photo frame-maders with a material for 
working up into a variety of new and attractive goods. — Drug^ 
Circular. 

Climate and Character. — An interesting summary of the 
opinions of a number of foreign savants concerning the influence 
of our climate in bringing out the peculiarities which distinguish 
the American character, is given by Mr. C. E. Young in a late 
issue of the Stanitarian. Dr. E. Reich, in noting the differences 
between the English and the Americans, although they are of the 
same race, is quoted as asserting that the diflTerences in question 
are ascribable to the contrasts of the climates of the two countries* 
The American atmosphere, he says, "is much too dry for the 
Anglo-Saxon race, and in point of heat too excessive ; from this 
results the exaggerated nervous activity, the excesses of the na- 
tional character, and the mad chase after the material things of the 
world." 

Dr. Pettendofer ascribes the nervous temperament characteristic 
of the American people, to the dryness of our climate. He has 
investigated the comparative loss of heat suflTered by a person 
breathing moist and dry air, and finds that more heat is lost in the 
latter case than in the former, and that more is created. In conse- 
quence of this, the circulation is quicker and more intense, life is 
more energetic, and there is no opportunity for the development 
of an excessive amount of flesh or fat. 

Essentially the same conclusions are reached by Dr. De Pietro 
Santa. Dr. Ludwig Buchner, a well-known German author, says 
that he has noticed among Americans a tendency towards the typi- 
cal characteristics of tha Indians — in face and form, gestures and 
movements. Dr. Carl Reclam compares the air of this country 
with that existing in elevated regions, its lightness and dryness pro- 
ducing substantially the same effects as the air of heights upon the 
physical and mental peculiarities of Americans. 

Mr. Young finally gives his own conclusions in the following 
language : *-The dry air with us prqduces nervous, energetic, large- 
jointed skeletons, which have little or nothing in common with the 
stout, fresh, rosy, phlegmatic inhabitants of the mother country. 
Not only is the physical resemblance lost in the second generation, 
but the mental also, and ideas especially Britannic give way to 
ideas peculiarly American." — Ibid, 

Protective Coating for Glass. — Mr. Schael proposes for the 
protection of retorts and other apparatus of glass exposed to high 
temperatures, a mixture of kieselguhr (infusorial earth) and of sol- 
uble sodium silicate. This mass is appHed as a soft paste so as to 
form a coating of 5 to 10 m.m. in thickness. Ihe articles are 
then dried slowly. — Exchange, 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMTJLE. 



Harness Polish. — Useful to doctors. 

Mutton suet 2 ounces, 

Beeswax 6 " 

Powdered sugar 4 " 

Yellow soap 2 " 

Lampblack i " 

Indigo • ^ " 

Water | '' 

Oil of turpentine J " 

Dissolve the soap in the water, add the other ingredients, except 
the turpentine, melt and mix well together. Finally, add the tur- 
pentine. The mixture is applied on^ the harness with a sponge, 
and polished with a brush. — Drug Circular, 

Creasote ^Vine, recommended in phthisis, to diminish cough, 
fever, expectoration, etc., (New Remedies): 

Wood creasote 6 parts, • 

Compound tinct. of gentian 30 " 

Alcohol 530 " 

Sherry wine 710 " 

M. Dose, a tablespoon ful two or three times daily in a cupful 
of water. — Lou. Med, News, 

Iodoform in Hypertrophied Spleen. — Dr. Francis A. Evans 
writes in Medical Summary: I have lately treated ten cases of hy- 
pertrophied spleen very successfully with the following formula: 

B Iodoform grs ij, 

Saccharated ext. gelseminum grs. iv, 

Digestin grs. xij. 

Triturate into twelve doses: giving two doses daily, morning and 
evening. Manipulation every evening by kneading. Oil the ague 
cake with simple cerate, or cerate and ext. hoedalia. The second 
course is sufficient. Give on seventh or eighth day a powder con« 
taining 

B Podophy llin gr. i, 

Bitartrate potass grs. iij, 

and the enlarged spleen is gone. 

Local Anaesthesia. — ^The Medical News says local anesthesia 
may be readily produced by applying, with a camel's hair brush, 
the following mixture: 
B Chloral, ) 

Camphor, f *^ «J' 

Morph. sulphat 3 ss. 

Chloroform 3 j. 

Sig. To be applied with a brush to^the area to be incised. 

3 
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Application for the Removal of Scars. — 

R Borax 2 iss, 

Salicylic acid grs. xij, 

Glycerine 3 iij, 

Rose water 3 YJ. 

M. 

Lint soaked in this solution and allowed to remain some little 
time each day will frequently mitigate the visible results of burns, 
small-pox scars, ringworm, etc. — Med. Summary. 

Eczema of the Head in; Children. — ^The following pre- 
scription has been highly recommended by Mr. Lassar in the form 
of eczema capitis observed in very young children : 

R. Acid salicylic 3 ss, 

Tr. benzoin 3 j, 

Ung. petroli * 3 iij. 

M. The child's head should first be thoroughly washed with 
castile soap, and then carefully anointed three times daily with the 
ointment. 

t If the crusts are hard and difficult to remove, they may be soft- 
ened with olive oil containing two per cent, of salicylic acid. — 
Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Chronic Chills. — We have found the following to be a very 
reliable remedy in chronic chills : 

R. Sulph. cinchondia ) ^ 

Chenoidm J ^ ' 

Podophylin grs. iij, 

Ipecac pulv grs. xv. 

Capsicum pulv grs. xx. 

Make into five-grain pills. 

M. Sig. One every three hours with water slightly acidulated 
with muriatic acid. We have not failed on a case using this. — 
Atlanta Med. your. 

Nausea and Vomiting in Uterine Affections. — Dr. Cheron 
(in a foreign journal) found great benefit result from the adminis- 
tration of bromides in an effervescing mixture, of which the fol- 
lowing is the formula : 

No. I. — R. Potass, bicarb gr. xxx, 

Potass, bromid . gr. xxx, 

M. Aquae 5 ii. 

No. 2. — R. Acid, citric gr. Ix, 

Syrup simp g i, 

M. Aquae ^\y. 

A teaspoon ful of No. i to be mixed with a tablespoonful of No. 2, 
and the mixture to be taken during effervescence. The dose may 
be repeated every hour or half-hour— the quantities stated in the 
above formula representing the maximum to be taken per diem. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISOELLANEOPS. 

NOTICE.— Jtfdny o/ our aubaoribera have forgotten tie in the matter 
of remitting their dues. Friends, please aUend to this matter at onoe. 
We are obliged to have money to run the Journal. Our printers are 
Cash men. "^ 

EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

RiDOE*s Food.— This is cerUinly m line preparation. Sec the advertise- 
ment in this issue without fail, and give this preparation a trial. 

We invite attention to the advertisement of the Fraziei Road Cart, as a 
matter of interest to the Doctor. It is preferable to a sulky because large 
enough to take a driver or friend with you if you choose. 

Surgical Instruments.— See the advertisement of A. M. Leslie & Co., 
Surgical Instrument makers, of St. Louis. We regard this establishment as 
among the very best in ihe country. 

Imperial Granum.— See the special advertisement of this excellent ar- 
ticle in this issue of our Journal. The testimoijjals to its excellenl qualities as 
a food preparation are of a high order. 

No More Underbidding.— We note that the Hospital College of Medi 
cine and the Kentucky School of Medicine have entered into an agreement to 
make no reduction of fees hereafter, except to an agreed number of benefi- 
ciaries, not to exceed five in the former and eight in the latter. An example 
worthy of emulation. 

Bmo Cl^Aaoe fm m Dootov.-A practice worth 92JX0, with large, oomfof table 
House and office. Barn, Stables, etc., with Fifty acres of Land. HocompeUtion ; 
people hospitable and good pay. Will sell or rent on easy terms. 

Parties desiring Information as to the owner and locality of this desirable prop- 
erty may obtain It by addressing, 

Dr. R. C- ^VORI>, Editor Southern Med, Record. 

PROF. PO WELL'S LECTURE. 

The protession will doubtless read with interest Prof. Poweirs opening lec- 
ture made to the class of the Southern Medical College at the present session. 

The fitness of AtlanU as a medical centre for the South is, we think, con 
clusivcly shown, and also the ample facilities furnished by the Southern Medi- 
cal College for a high order of medical education. The important points also, 
that correct principle and moral training arc not dibregarded by the Trustees 
and Faculty of this school will be favorably noted by the medical profession, 
and by all who desire to send their sons to a medical institution. 

There were many visitors present when the lecture was delivered, and it 
was by a resolution of a prominent citizen, seconded by the class, and carried 
by a unanimous vote that the lecture was published. W. 
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TRUE PROGRESS, MORAL TRAINING IN MEDI- 
CAL SCHOOLS. 



The dawn of 1884 will ghed its light upon the grave of a dead year, that 
has been pregnant with manj successful achievments in art, science, literature 
and general material prosperity. The ever onward movement of the revolv- 
ing yeais, is typical of the incessant activity in all animate nature. But while 
seasons come and go— the vernal freshness of spring, the roses of summer, the 
**harvest home" under autumn skies, and the chilling blasts of the snow- 
shrouded winter man alone is dissatisfied with his condition, and fixes his eye 
on some progressive step that will insure successful results to the desire of his 
heart's ambition. 

We fear though that among the majority of people the word "progress" is 
not truly understood. The idea seems too much to prevail that to progress, 
simply means to go ahead— to push on — dash every obstacle aside, and reach 
the desired goal of ambition, whether by legitimate means or not, so the object 
in view is attained at last. 

But this is a very erroneous conception of successful achievments in any 
advanced movement that will benefit and elevate individuals or mankind at 
large. 

Trie progress consists— first, in a worthy object to attain ; next, a plan of 
comprehensive, practical and honorable means by which to prosecute the work ; 
and, lastly, an energetic spirit that will never dispond, but grasp every lawful 
opportunity with a hopeful, uncaunted enthusiasm, and use every legitimate 
facility that will aid in reaching the very highest possible attainment of the ob- 
ject in view, which object should never be for selfish purposes and personal 
aggrandizement, but for the welfare of humanity in the aggregate. In a word, 
progress, ostensibly for the broader civilization of the human race, is an evil 
rather than a good, unless its chief motive-power is a strong moral lorce. 
Every intelligent observer of men, morals and measures in this country, during 
the last fifteen or twenty years of our progressive civilization, will at once see 
the indisputable truth of this assertion. 

Thou;''h much has been said and written upon a higher standard in medi- 
cal education, we do not think the profession at large is fully aroused upon this 
important subject. We talk, and plan, and execute for progress in medicine, so 
as to push on and advance with the spirit of the age, but in doing so we are 
losing sight of many characteristics of the physicians of the "old school** 
which are indispensable to give an elevated tone to the standard of medical 
education, and to keep unsullied the code of ethics' instituted and nobly lived 
out by «o many of our illustrious predecessors. 

Among these characteristics are cordial and undeviating professional cour- 
tesy, dignity of principles, strictly honorable methods, and the sacred obliga- 
tions of the fraternal bond of union of the medical profei^sion. 

Retrogression in these respects, no doubt, is due to defects in both home 
and school training--*to the decline of private and public moral sentimentF-*to 
the absence of high priiieiples in the methods and actions of men, and of that 
reverent spirit for truth, justicCi honor, £ur dealing, and all the noble attributes 
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of humanity, without which no man can properly estimate the character of 
another roan, though he be unspotted by moral corruption. 

The celebrated Dr. C banning has said that no human being, man or wo- 
man, can act up to a sublime standard without giving offence ; and it is also 
notable that more men, perhaps, are persecuted for doing right and adhering 
to the truth, than for doing wrong and propagating falsehood. 

Facts like these show that the moral statue of mankind is lamentably de 
ficient in proportions ; but he who in his life-work endeavors to exalt this statue 
to a more lofty height is the true hero in the ranks of humanity-^the man of 
noble action and sublime moral courage. 

The preliminary education of the student of medicine should not be ob- 
tained only from books. It should be broad and liberal, and of such a nature 
as to enable him to comprehend with a charitable, but intelligent spirit, the 
methods and actions of men — to dis(,riminate between the evil and good in na- 
ture, and to choose the right in all things ; not only because of its honor, purity 
and refining influence, but because all true and lasting success is the doing 
well whatever you do, with the solid ground of truth and integrity for the en- 
during basis of the work. 

The student of medicine will then be prepared to aspfre to the highest at- 
tainments in medical science, and to labor for that end with an upright, con- 
scientious motive, and will illustrate in the profession the high standard of our 
ethical code. The young profession thus trained and prepared will also be en- 
abled to see that an honorable competition between schools of medicine, is 
right and proper, and that the emulation of a higher education in these schools 
should elicit commendation from the whole profession, rather than discourtesy, 
injustice and underhanded methods from any of its members ; all of which 
stains the escutcheon of medical jurisprudence and lowers the tone and dignity 
of its character. 

Colleges which, by misrepresentations, etc., entice students from other 
schools of medicine, or obtain patronage by any other dishonable methods, do 
so in violation of our code of ethics ; and such action must, perforce, exert an 
evil influence over both students and faculties, and disseminate demoralization 
throughout the prof<wsional ranks. Such schools should not be encouraged, 
but condemned by our journals and by the public. No matter how high the 
position a physician may hold in medical circles, he should have no more 
license to violate the laws that govern the profession than the most humble 
practitioner. 

The observance of our code should be equal and uniform throughout the 
professional world, and the public i n general, as not less than the profession, 
ought better to understand our ethical law, and encourage such institutions of 
medical training as are upright and honorable in all their methods and 
measures. 

While medical schools should be charitable towards each other, and main- 
tain inviolate our articles of jurisprudence, yet they have the right to properly 
advertise their institutions and fiilly set forth their claims in our journals, in 
circulars and newspapers, or in any dignified manner. Believing thus, we have 
not hesitated to advertise the Southern MEpiCAi College, of AtbnU, 
Georgia, by all honora^ble methods. 

The members of the Faculty have honestly endeavored, to put its merits 
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and its claims before the public, and as it has been, from the beginning, their 
purpose and ambition to emulate in this school the best methods of medical' 
education, characterized by a pure moral tone, the profession ought, and we be- 
Heve will, encourage and sustain an institution thai* stnves to be worthj of a 
discriminating and liberal patronage. T. S. P. 

f 100,000 PREMIUM. 
At the American Health Association, which assembled last at Savannah, 
Georgia, a resolution was adopted to memorialize the Congress of the United 
States to offer a Premium of $100,000 for the '^Discovery of the Cause of Yel* 
low Fever, or any certain means of effecting its prevention, destruction or 
harmless modificalion." 

THE NEGRO WITH A TAIL. 

The case of Prof. Johnson, relative to a singular tumor which he recently 
removed from a negro, at the clinic of the Southern Medical College in this 
city, is a feature of interest in the present number of our Journal. The negro 
had attracted much attention, and the Darwinites in our community were jubi- 
lant over this case as furnishing indubitable proof of the descent of the negro 
from the monkey tribe. It is unfortunate, however, that this negro's tail does 
not exactly come out from the right place. 



TO THE READER. 

This number of our Journal will be sent to many who have, perhaps, not 
before seen it. It is not an avera8:e example of the practical character of the 
Journal and its adaptation to the wants of the busy practitioner. 

If you will glance at the contents you will get an idea of the variety and wid^ 
scope of information contained in a volume of 4S0 pages of our Journal. Some- 
thing may be seen on almost every topic in the field of practical medicine, and 
scarcely a single monthly issue can be found which does .not, of itself, indem- 
nify the subscriber for the small amount of $2.00 a year required as the sub- 
scription. Try it for six months at least, and you will not be likely soon to dis- 
continue or to deprive yourself of the pleasure and benefit to be derived from 
a monthly visitor so useful and so valuable. 

But lest it be said *'Let another praise thee and not thyself," we give the 
following extract of a letter from Dr. P. F. Akers, of Georgia, which indeed is 
but one of a gr*at many we have received equally complimentary. He 
writes : 

•*I like the size and plan of your Journal. It is just the thing for the busy 
practitioner. The terms are certainly very cheap for the evident care and 
judgment bestowed upon its contents, in which is a brief of the entire field of 
medical literature. The profession should sustain it in preference to the cheaper 
Journals, some of which are trashy, and others Urgely devoted to pufEng the 
nostrums of the publishers. Such Journals are dear at any price. Were I 
confined to a single journal I would select yours in preference to any journal in 
the United SUtcs." 
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REVIEWS, 

A Practical Treatise on Materia Medicm and Therapeutics, hy Roberts Bar- 
tholow, M. A., M.D., LL.D., Prof, of Materia Medica and general Thera- 
peuticSf in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, etc. Fifth edition, 
revised and enlarged. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1884. 

Prof. Bartholow is too widely and favorably known to the Profession to 
require any special remarks upon his ability as a thinker and writer. This new 
edition he tells us is made necessary by the late revision of the United States 
Pharmacopioea, and the author has adapted his work to the official standard, 
incorporating all the late improvements in the science and art of Therapeutics. 
Many valuable additions have also been made and parts rewritten; practical 
utility being kept in view. 

Seventy pages have been added, and by sacrifice of references, etc., much 
additional matter has been given without loss of useful material and without 
increasing space. The work, as now presented, is neatly and well gotten out, 
and contains 738 octavo pages. 

The Clinical Index at close of volume will be found very convenient and 
useful, and the general index is very satisfactory. 

The style of the writer is forcible, and compact ; nothing irrelevant, and 
yet sufficiently full for all pvrposes. An admirable text book, and being com- 
plete and well up with the late advances, is also an excellent reference book for 
the practitioner. 

A Digest of Materia Medica and Pharmacy, forming a complete Pharmacopioea 
tor the use of physicians, Druggists and Students, by Albert Merrell, M.D., 
Piof. of Chemistry, Pharmacy, and Toxicology, in the American Medical 
College, St. Louis, Mo , member of the State Board of Health of Missouri. 
Philadelphia : P. Blakiston, Son & Co , 1012 Walnut street, 18S3. 
The work contains 512 octavo pages and is gotten out in beautiful style and 
excellent taste, the style of the writer being easy and graceful, yet terse, pointed 
and practical. The writer, we suppose, is an "Eclectic," as he is connected 
with a school of that order, but he makes a good and liberal impression in his 
preface, the tone and sentiments of which are not objectionable, as he well says 
that "The spirit of the modern investigator, in every field of science, is selec- 
tive, eclective or truly eclective, evincing no respect for theory or practice, 
. however aged, which does not invite the most rigid examination before claim- 
ing acceptance." We of the regular school find no fault with this sentiment 
and claim that we are truly eclectic in the proper sense of that word, and will 
not be slow to avail ourselves of anything good from any and any source. 

We find in this book many of the new remedies intelligently described, 
from a practical stand-point, and the dose and therapeutical action well and 
truthfully presented, and we are willing to accord to the authoi the distinction, 
so far as we can judge, of presenting in this book the best work which we have 
yet seen from the school or system of medicine which he represents. 

PAMPHLE TS £ BOOKS RE CEI VED. 

Index to Transactions of the American Medical Association, Vols, i — 
xxxiii. Prepared by Wm. B. Atkinson, M D., Secretary. Philadelphia : Wm 
F. Fell & Co. 1883. 

Physician's Poket Day Book, by C. Henri Leonard, M. A.. M. D., Prof, 
of Medical and Surgical Diseases of Women and Clinical Gynecology in the 
Michigan College of Medicine, etc., Detroit, Mich. An excellent Pocket 
Memoranda. Has blanks, 20 to 40 formulas, etc., etc., \^ry useful. Price, 
*t to $1.25. 

Medical Record Visiting List, or Physician's Diary, for 18S4, with many 
special and important memoranda — space for 60 patients per week. Very 
useful to the practitioner. Full and complete. William Woo^ & Co , Pub- 
lishers, New York City. 
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BECEIPTED, 

1882— Dn. J T Lee, to Aug.; R L Seal, to April ; B F Darnell. 
1888— Dra. R A Sbimpoofa. A B Lovpig. A A Hill, T M Beaty, J B Pope, A J 
DaviB, J B Ratland, R B Shelley. J J McGafaay, O F RodKen. Jno Elaner, J D £ 



to Oct.; W B Clement, HT Shlell, F M Fltzhagh, W B Maxwell, W T Foate, 

1884-Dn.TL Lallentedt. RC Little, G MoMillan, to Oct.; A H Bellen, A A 
Davidson; to July* A A Stanley, J H Wyionip, W B Jones, to May; H Bruce, J B 
Gilcrest, to July; Thoe Bailey, to July; J A Ryan, to July; £ W Robinson, to July; 
N H Hunter, to July; J C Moody. 



sfecia.il. ISTOTICES. 

PEARK, DATIS A CO.— This magnificent Druff estAblishment, located at De- 
troit, Mich., have, by unremitting perseverance and laitbfuhieas in all their business 
interests, obtained the confidence and good will of the medical profession through- 
out the entire country. They have accomplished much for the progress of Medical 
Science and largely benefitted mankind by the introduction of new and important 
Drugs. They are entitled to the thanks of the Profession, and Justly deserve the 
high reputation to which they have attained. 

This house has two attractive advertisements in this issue. A new and very in- 
teresting one which you should not fall to see on the outside cover page. 

Wm. R. Warner A €•.— This splendid Drug House, so widely and liavorably 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high post- 
Uon. Their preparations are regarded by the profession everywhere as unsurpassed 
for purity and elegance. This house has, In addition to their interesting insert— a 
new and attractive advertisement in this issue whicu please examine carefully. 

Celerina.— Dr. J. Gamble but repeated the testimony of a great many when 
he wrote the proprietors, Righakdson <ft Co., of St. Louis, the following: 

Elk Falub, Elk Co., Kan., June 2, 1888. 

I have been afflicted with periodical sick-headache for about 35 years. CELERI- 
NA has given me more relief than any thing I have ever used. I think as a nerve 
tonic it is par excellence. J. GAMBLE, M. D. 

i:>IA.SSXE38.— The attention of the profession is called to a new remedy 
for the successful treatment and permanent cure of Diabetes Mellltas, GILLl- 
FORD^S SOLUTlONt an aqueous solution of a combiuation of Bromine and Ar- 
seniousAcid. This remedy has also proved very as«>ful in a variety of nervous 
aflections. Manuftictured and sold by R. H. GILLIFORD, M. D., Allegheny. Penn- 
sylvania. In half-pint bottles, 91.00 per bottle. Expressed on receipt of price. 
Sample firee, except expressage. 

Terjr Haodr.— A full set of Ahl's Splints, containing a splint adapted to every 
fracture in the body can be bought at A. L. Hernstein's Surgical Instrument Depot 
in Atlanta at reduced rates, (|25). Address, A. L. HERNSTEIN, Atlanta, Ua. 

Svkxsrloaa Xaa.flitrvkxo.«aQ.tfli.— A branch house of the New York establish- 
ment of A. L. HERNSTEIN, ha>t been established in Atlanta, and will constitute a 
convenient depot whereat anything in the Suivlcal line can be bought or manufac- 
tured. The Profession throughout ihe South should note this as an Important indi- 
cation of Southern progress, and should show their appreciation of the same by 
giving this establishment their encouragement and patronage. 

McKESSON A ROBBINa-Tlils great Drug Establishment of New York, has a 
wide and long established rei Ml la (ion as reliable and eminently successful business 
men. Their various preparutioiiit are of acknowledged excellence and purity, and 
are unexcelled for the neatness, taste and beauty with which they are presented to 
the trade. See their advertisement opposite Ist page of reading matter in this 
Journal. 

More of EfjI«10TT*S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Baa in the market. The U. S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT. Doctors that do the same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. MELLIER, 700 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mabshaixtown, Ia., June 18th, 1888. 
I received your samples of Plnns Ctenadenais in due time and have given 
them a good trial. Was so much pleased with them that I have ordered to-day, 
through the Chicago house with whom I deal, (Lord, Stoutenburgh A Co ), a supply 
for future use. Have had unbounded success with the Pinna t'anaden»la (dark) 
in Leucorrhcea and Gonorrhoea, and shall continue its use until I can get all the 
merits I can out of it. ROSA UPSOlT, M. D. 

Phii.adkij>hia, Penic., December 22, 1882. 
An analysis of seven samples of Quinine Pills, obtained without knowledge of 
the manufacturers, was made and published in the American Journal of Pharmacy 
by me, and those made by William R Warner A Co^ were found to be correct as to 
quantity and purity of Quinine. HENRY TRIMBLE, AnalytUxu OiemUt, 
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